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His March and Succefs. — The Death of Conjian^ 
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HtLE the Romans languilhed under the chap. 
ignominious tyranny of eunuchs and « _ , — ,-.L- 
hifliops, the praifes of Julian were repeated Tbejca- 
with tranfport m every part or the empire^ Conttan- 
except in the palace of* Conftantius. The ^»«»agaijift 
Barbarians of Germany had felt, and ftill "**"" 
dreaded, the arms of the young Caefar ; h\i ioU 
diers were the companions of his vidloryj the 
grateful provincials enjoyed the bleflings of his 
reign; but the iiafvourites, who had oppofed his 
elevation, were offended by his virtues; and 
they jultly confidered the friend of the people 
as the enemy of the court. As long as the fame 
Voi-IY- B , of 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H^A p. of Julian was doubtful, the buffoons of the 
palace, who were Ikilled in the language of fa- 
tire, tried the efficacy of thofe arts whJch they 
had fo often praftifed with fuccefs. They eafily 
difcovered, that his fimplicity was not exempt 
from affe£lation : the ridiculous epithets of an 
hairy favage, of an ape inverted with the purple, 
were applied to the drefs and perfon of the phi- 
lofophic warrior ; and his modeft difpatches were 
ftigrijatizcd as the vain and elaborate fiftions of 
a loquacious Greek, a fpeculative foldier, who 
had fludied the art of war amidft the groves of 
the academy '. The voice of malicious folly 
was at length filenced by the fliouts of viclory ; 
the conqueror of the Franks and Alemanni could 
no longer be painted as an objeft of contenipt ; 
and the monarch himfelf was meanly ambitious 
of (lealing from his lieutenant the honourable 
reward of his labours. In the letters crowned 
with laurej, which, according to ancient cuftom, 
were addrefTed to the provinces, the name of 
Julian was omitted. " Conftantius had mad^ 
" bis difpofitions in perfon ; he had fignalized 
'* bis valour in the foremoft ranks; his military 

I Omnes qui plus poterant in paIatio» adulandi profeiTores jam 
do^i, re^le confulta, profpereque completa vertebant in deridrcu* 
lum : ulia line modo ftiepentes infuire ; in odium venit cum vic« 
toriis fuis^ cap^Ila, non homo} ut hiiTutum Julianum carpentes, 
appelUnt^fque loqiiacem talpam, et purpurataro finiiam, et liiteiio- 
nera Graecum ; et bis Congruentia plunma atqUe veroaciila principi 
rtfonantes, audire Iiaec taiiaque geftienti» virtutes ejus obruere ver-^ 
bis iropudeniibus conabantur, ut fegrncro incefTentes et timidum et 
umbratilem, geftaque fecus verbis .coj^tiodbus exornantenn. Am- 
inianus^ xvli, ii. 

** conduft 
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^ condufl: had fecured the viftory; and the^^A'- 
^* captive king of the Barbarians was |>refented 
" to him on the field of battle," from which he 
was at that time diftant about forty days jour- 
ney \ So extravagant a fable was incapable, 
however, of deceiving the public credulity, or 
e?en of fatisfying the ptide of the emperor him* 
felf. Secretly confcious that the applaufe and 
favour of the Romans accompanied the rifing 
fortunes of Julian, his difcontented milid was 
prepared to receive the fubtle poifon of thofe 
artful fycophants, who coloured their mifchievoua 
defigns with the fairefl: appearances of truth and 
candour ^ Inftead of depreciating the merift 
of Julian, they acknowledged, and even ex- 
aggerated, his popular fame, faperior talents, 
and important fervices. But they darkly infi-* 
nuated, that the virtues of the Caefar might in-^ 
llantly be converted into the moft dangerous 
crimes, if the inconftant multitude fliould pre« 
fer thdlr inclinations to their duty i or if the ' 
general of a victorious army ihould be tempted 

* Ammian. xvi. 12. The orator Themiftiut (ir. p. 56^ 57.) be* 
]ieVed whatever was contained in the Imperial letters, which were 
addrefled to the fenate of Conftantinople* . Aurelius ViAor^ who 
pubiilhed his Abridgment in the laft year of Conftantipsi Mcribtt 
the German vi£iories to the wifdm of the emperor, and the Jmftmt 
of the Cefar. Vet the hiftorian, Toon afterwards, waa indebted to 
the favour or efteem of Julian for the honour of a brafs ftatut ) and 
the important offices of confular of the fecond Panno^ia, and pre* 
feft ot the city. Ammian. xxi. to. 

3 Callido nocendi artificio, accufatbriam diritatem laudum 6tu\i$ 
pcragebant. • • • H« voi^s fuerunt ad inflammmndft odia probrit 00* 
nibus potentiorea. Scf Mamcrtin. in AftioiM Gratiarom in V^« 
Panegyt. xi. 5, «. 
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c if 4^ ft . frpiii hU allegiance by the hopes of revenge, and 

v.-rv-r!^ independent greatnefs* The perfonal fears of 

rnr^oT"* Cpuftantins were interpreted by his council as 

Conftan- a. l^vidahle Mxiety for the public fafety; whilft 

^^^' in privs^te, and perhaps in his own breaft, be 

difguifed, ynder the lefs odious appellation of 

fej^r, the fentiments of hatred and envy, which 

he had fecretly coiu:eived for the inimitable virtues 

of Julian. 

rfhelc The apparent tranquillity of Gaul, and the 

%ll\ are imminent danger of the eaftern provinces, offered 

ordered to ^ fpecious pretence for the defign which was art- 

fDdrch into * • *^ \j 

the Eart, fully Concerted by the Imperial minifters. They 
April. ^^*^* r^folyed to difarm the Caefar ; to recall thofe 
faithful troops who guarded his perfon and dig- 
nity; and to employ in a diftant war againft 
the Perfian monarch, the^ hardy veterans who 
had vanquifhed, on. the banks of^ the Rhine, the 
fii^r<;oi^ 9a)UoA$r of Germany. While Julian ufed 
the laborious hours of hia winter-quarters at 
Paris in the admviiCtration of power, which, ia 
h|3 hands^ was. the exercife of virtue, he was 
furprifed by the hally arrival of a tribune and a 
* notary, with pofitive orders frbm the emperor, 

\|^hipb th^y were dir^ded to execute, and A^ was 
commanded not to oppofe: Conftantius iignified 
bis pleafure, that four entire legions^ the Celtae, 
ajQil Petulants, the H^uli, and the Battavians, 
ihould be feparated from the ftandard of Julian^ 
^pder whi(;h they had squired their fame and 
difeipline ; • that in each of the remaining bandff 
three hundred of the braved youths ihould be 

J. • feleded; 
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feleded ; and that \hh numerous detachment, fc h a *. 
the ftrength of the Grallic army, (hould inftantly 
begin their march, and exert their utmod dili- 
gence to arrive, before the opening of the cam- 
paign, on the frotitiers of Perfia *.s The Casfar 
forefaw, and lamented, the confequences of thi* 
fatal mandate. Mod of the auxiliaries, who 
engaged their voluntary fervice, had ftipulated, 
that they flioulJ never be obliged to pafs the 
Alps. The public faith of Rome, and the per- 
fonal honour of Julian, had been pledged for 
the obfervance of this condition. Such an aft 
of treachery and oppreflion would dcftroy the 
confid^ice, and excite the refentment, of the 
independent warriors of Geririginy, who confi- 
dered truth as the nobleft of tiieir virtues, and 
freedom as the moft valuable of their poffeffions. 
The legionaries, who enjoyed the title and pri-' 
vileges of Romans, were enlifted for the general 
defence of the republic ; but thofe mercenary 
troops heard with cold indifference the anti« 
quated' names of the republic and of Rome* 
Attached, either from birth or long habit, to 
the climate and manners of Gaul, they loved 
and admired Julian*; they defpifed, and perhaps 
hated, the emperor ; they dreaded the laborious 
march, the Perfian arrows, and the burning de» 

♦ The miniate interval, whJc^li, may be^ interpofed, between the 
iytme adulta and the pr'imo vere of Ammianus (xx. i. 4.}, inftead of 
allowing a fufHcient ip.ice fur a march of three thoufand miles^ 
wouid render the orders of Conftantius as extravagant as they were 
unjuft. I'he troops of Gaul could not have reached Syri^ till the 
end of autumn. Tiie memory of Aaimianus mud have be€o inac- 
curate^ and his language iixcorre^L 

B3 ferts 
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eHAP. ferts of "Afii. They claimed as their own the 
pountry which th(5y hjid faved ; and excufed their 
V^ant of fpirit, by pleading the facred and more 
immediate duty of protefting their families and 
friends. The appreheQfion3 of the Gauls were 
jderived fron^ the knowledge of the impending 
ipind inevitable danger. As foon as the provinces 
were eichaufted of their military ftrength, the 
Germans would violate a treaty which had been 
impofed oQ their fears; and notwithftanding the 
abilities, and Vi^lour of Julian, the general of a 
nominal army, to whom the public calamities 
would be imputed, muft find himfelf, after a 
vain refiftance, either a prifonpr in the camp of 
the Barbarians, or n critainal in the • pcilace of 
Conftantius. If Julian complied; with the orders 
which he hs^d received, he fqbf<fribed his own" 
deftrudkiop, and that of a people who defer ved 
his affection. But a pofitiy^. i^Fufal was an ad 
of rebellion, and a declaration of war. The in- 
exorable je?iloufy of the emperor, the perempr 
tory, and perhaps infidiou^ nature of his comr 
mands, left not any roon^ for a fair apology, 
or candid interpretation; and the dependent 
Ration of tlje Caef^rr fcarcely allowed him to 
paufe or ,tp deliberate. Solitude increafed the 
perplexity of Julian ; h^ couljj no longer apply 
to the faithful fpnnfels pf Salluft, who had been 
removed from his office by the judicious malice 
of the eunuchs ; he could not even enforce hi$ 
reprefentations by the concurrence pf the mi- 
pifters, who would have been afraid, or afliamed, 
to approve ?he ruin of GauU The mppiem hacj 
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been c^iofeii, : when Lupicinus*, the general of ^^^f.^* 
the cavalry, was difpatched into Britain, to re- O^-v^ 
puife the inroads of the Scots and Pi£bs; and 
Fldrentius was occupied at Vienna by the afleflf-* 
ment of the tribute. The lauer, a crafty and 
corrupt itatefman, declining to aifame a refpon* 
fible part on this dangerous occafion, eluded the 
preding and repeated invitations of Julian, who 
reprefented to him, that in every important thea« 
fure, the prefence of the ptssfefl was iadifpenf- 
able in the council of the prince. In the mean 
while the Caefar was oppreflfed by the rude aod 
importunate folicitations of the Imperial meiTen- 
gers, who prefumed to fugged, that if he ex- 
pected the return of his miniders, he would 
charge himfelf with the guilt of the delay, and 
referve for them the merit of the execution. 
Unable to refid, unwilling to comply, Julian 
expreifed, in the mod ferious terms, his wifli, 
and even his intention, of refigning the purple, 
which he could not preferve with honour, but 
which he could not abdicate with fafety. 

After a painful conflift, Julian was compelled Their dif. 
to acknowledge, that obedience was the virtue ^®""""- 
of the paoft emiiiei^t fubjeftj apid that the fpve- 

s AmmianuSy xx. i. The valour of Lupicinus* and 1m« mili- 
taty (kill, are acknowledged by the hiftorian, who, in his afFc^ed 
language, accufes the general of exalting the homs of bit pride* 
bellowing ia a tragic tone, and exciting a doubt, whether he was 
ipore cruel or avaricious* The danger from the Scots and Pifts was 
fo ferious, that Julian himfelf had (pme thoughts of pafliog over into 
the iiland. 

B4 reiga 
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6 B A p. reign alone was entitled to judge of tlie" public 
L--v--^ welfare. He jffued the neceflary-orderS'far car- 
rying ■ into . execution the commands of Conftan- 
tius ; a part of the troops began their march for 
the Alps'; and the detachments from the feveral 
garrifons moved towards their refpeaive places 
i 'anced with difficulty 

d aSrighted crowds of 
d to excite their pity 
i lamentations ; while 
holding their infants 
; deferiion of their huf- 
uage of grief, of ten- 
in. This fcene of ge- 
mmanJiy of the Ca:far ; 
he granted a lufHcient number of poft-waggons 
ttf traniport the «ives and families of the foU 
diers*, endeavoured to alleviate the hardfhips 
which he was conftrained to inflid, and in- 
creafed, by the mofl laudable arts, his own po- 
,nd the difcontent of the exiled troops, 
of an armed multitude is foon con- 
:o rage ; their licentious murmurs, 
7 hour were communicated from tent 
to tent with more boldnefs and effed, prepared 
their minds for the moft daring a^s of fedltton i 
and by the connivance of their tribunes, a fea- 
fonable libel was fecretly difperfed, which painted, 

" He granted tli:in iht permiflion of rtie «i/« dtnUrii. or i!a- 
hiUrh. Thele polt.on^gons «re often meniiontd in (lie Code, and 
were fuppofed (o carry fifieeit hucdred pouiidi vKlgbl. 6ee Valti; 
md AmmUn. xx. 4.. ~ 
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in lively coJc|pA; \ the difgrace of the Csefar, ^ *Lf' • 

the oppre^on of ihe Gallic army, and the feeble ^^^— ><-i*. y 

vices of the tyrant of Afia. The fervants of 

C6n{lantius were afl:oni(hed and alarmed by the 

progrefs of this dangerous fpirit. They preflcd 

the Csefar to haften the departure of the troops; 

but they imprudently rejefted the honeft and 

judicious* advice of Julian ; who propofed that 

they fbould not march through Paris, and fug- 

gefted the danger and temptation of a lad inter- 

view. 

As foon as the approach of the troops was Tbeyri»^ 
announced, the .Caefar went out to meet them^ «)^'"™ J"- 
and afcended his tribunal, which had been ror. 
erefted in a plain before the gates of the citj\ . 
After diftingui(hing the officers and foldiers, 
who by their rank or merit defer ved a peculiar 
attention, Julian addreffed himfelf in a ftudied 
oration to the furrounding multitude : he cele- 
brated their exploits with grateful applaufe; en- 
couraged them to accept, with alacrity, the 
hpnout; of ferving under the eyes of a powerful 
and liberal monarch; and admonifhed them^ 
.that the commands of Auguftuk required an in« 
fiant and cheerful obedience. The foldiers, who 
were apprehenfive of offending their general by 
an indecent clamour, or of belying their fenti- 
m'ents by falfe and venal acclamations, mtain- 
tained an obftinate filence;' and, after a ftbrc 
paufe, were difmifled to* their quarters. The* 
principal officers were entertained by the Caefar, 
^bo profelTed) in the warmed language of friend- ' 
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c H A p« fhip, his defire and his inability to^ttwzrdy ac^ 
cording to their deferts, the bifave coippanions 
of hi^ vi£lories« . They retired from the feaft, 
full of grief and perplexity; and lamented the 
hardOiip of their fate, which tore them from 
their beloved general and their native country. 
The only expedient which could prevent their 
reparation was boldly agitated and approved ; 
the popular refentment was infenfibly moulded 
into a regular confpiracy ; their juft reafons of 
complaint were heightened by paflion, and their 
paffions were inflamed by wine; 'as on the eve 
of their departure, the troops wete indulged in 
licentious feftivity. At the hour of midnight, 
ihe impetuous multitude, with fwords, and 
. .bows, and torches, in their hands, riiflied into 
the fuburbs ; encompaffed the palace ^ ; and, 

7 Mod probably the palace of the baths (Tbermarum)^ of which a 
iplid and lofty hall ftill fubfiils in the rut de la Harpe. The buildings 
co^cered a conHderable fpace of the modern quarter of the univerfity j 
and the gardens, under the Merovingian kings, communicated with 
the abbey of St. Germain des Prez. By the injuries of time and the 
Normans^ this ancient palace was reduced, in the twelfth century, to 
a maze of ruins j whofe dark receifes were the fcene of licentious 
love* 

Explicat aula finus montemque ample^itur alisj 
Multiplici latebia fcelerum terfura ruborem. 
------ pereuntis faepe pudoris 

Celatura nefas, Venerifque accommoda///rm. 
(Tlicfe lines are quoted from the Architrenius, 1. iv. c. 8*, a poetical 
xioi^ of John de Hauteville, or Hanville, a Monk of St. Alban^s, 
about the year 1190. See Warton*8 Hiftory of £ngli(h Poetiy, v6l. i. 
difTert. ii.) Yet fuch tbefts might be lefs pernicious to mankind, than 
the theological difputes of the Sorbonne, which have been fmcc 
agitated on the fame ground. • Bonariny, Menit de rAcademie^ 
torn, XV. p. 678— 682* » 

carelefi 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. it 

carekfs of future dangers, pronounced the fetal ^J5L^^* 
and irrevocable words, Julian Augustus ! The 
prince, whofe anxious fufpence was interrupted 
by their diforderly acclamations, fecured the 
doors ag^inft their intrufion ; and, as long as it 
was in his power, fecluded his perfon and dignity 
from the accidents of a nodturnal tumult. At 
the dawn of day, the foldiers, whofe zeal was 
irritated by oppofition, forcibly entered the pa- 
lace, feized, with refpeftful violence, the objeft 
of their choice, guarded , Julian with drawn 
fwords through the ftreets of Paris, placed him 
on the tribunal, and with repeated fhouts fa- 
luted him as their en^peror. Prudence, as well 
as loyalty inculcated the propriety of refifting 
their treafonable defigns; and of preparing for 
his opprefled virtue, the excufe of violence. 
Addreflilig himfelf by turns to the multitude and 
to individuals, he fometimes implored their 
mercy, and fometimes exprefled his indignation ; 
conjured them not tq, fully the fame of their im- 
piortal vifliories ; and ventured to promife, that 
if they would immediately return to their alle- 
giance, he would undertake to obtain from the 
emperor, not only a free and gracious pardon, 
but even the revocation of the orders which had 
excited their refentmerit. But the. foldiers, who 
were confcious of their guilt, chofe rather to 
depend on the gratitude of Julian, than on the 
clemency of the emperor. Their zeal was in- 
fenfibly turned into impatience, and their im- 
patience into rage. The inflexible Csefar fuf- 

tained 
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CHAP, tained till the third hour of the day, their 
"^ prayers, their reproaches, and their menaces 5 
0or did lie yield, till he had been repeatedly 
affured, that if he wiflied to live, he muft con- 
fent to reign* He y^z% exalted on a ihield in the 
prefence, and amidil the unanimous acclama* 
tions, of the troops ; ^ a rich military collar, 
which was offered by chance, fupplied the want 
of a diadem * ; the ceremony was concluded by 
the promife of a moderate donative*; and the 
new emperor, overwhelmed with real or* affefted 
grief, retired into the moft fccret xeceffes of his 
apartment ***. 

The grief of Julian could proceed only from 
his innocence; but his innocence muft appear 
extremely doubtful " in the eyes of thofe who, 
Bave learned to fufpeft the motives' and the pro* 

* E<^er> m this tumultuous moment, }ulian attenderi to the forms 
of fapeiftitious ceremony^ and ohf^inatciy refui'ed t)ic inaufpicious 
life of ft female necklace, or a horfe-collar, which tlic impatient 
loidiers woukt have tTnpio3'ed to the room q( a diadepi* 

9 An equ^l proportion of gold and fiiver, five pieces of ihc former, 
one pound of the latter; the whole amounting to about five |>ounJs 
trn (bilt-ngs of oor money. 

<» For the whole narrative of *this revolt, we may appeal to au- 
thentic and original materials; Juli^^n himfeif (ad S. P. Q. Athe- 
oienfem^ p. 282, 283^ 284..), Libaniu$ (Oiat. ParentaK c,*44.~48. 
in Fabricius Bibliot* Graec. torn. vii. p. 269— 273. )» Ammranqs 
(icx. 4.), and Zolimus (I. i«t. p. 151, 152, i^j), who, in thp reign 
of Julian^ appears to follow the more reTpe^able aurhoiity of Buna. 
plus. With fach guides we migie ncgle€t the abieviaiors and ecclc- 
^ftica( hiiiortans. ^ 

»» Euirop.us, a refpeftahle witnefs, wfes a doubtful exprefHort^ 
•• confenf'i militum'* (x. 15.). Gregory Nnaianzen, whofe igno- 
lance might excuie hh fanatictfm, drefily charges the apoiiate with 
prefumption, madnefs, and iDipious rebellion^ avQo^iuce^ eescovout 
mari^usu 'Olar. iii. p. 67. ^ * * 

fefGons 
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fL^ilions of prmces. His lively and aftive mind ^^^ **' 
was fufceptible of the various impreffions of hope 
and fear, of gratitude and revenge, of duty and 
of ambition, of the love of fame and of the fear 
of reproach. But it is impoffible for us to cal- 
culate the refpe^ve weight and operation of 
thefe fentiments; or to afcertain the principles 
of adion, which might efcape the obfervatioO) 
while they guided or rather impelled, the fteps 
of Julian himfelf. The difcontent of the troops 
was produced by the malice of his enemies i^ 
their tumult was the natural cffeSt of intcreft 
and of paflion; and if Julian had tried to con-* 
ceal a deep defign under the appearances of 
jchance, he muft have employed the moft con-^ 
fummate artifice without neceility, and probably, 
without fuccefs. He folenmly declares, in the 
prefence of Jupiter, of the Sun, of Mars, of 
Minerva, and of ail the other deities, that tift 
the clbfe of the evening which preceded his ele-. 
nation, he was utterly ignorant of the defigns of 
the Ibidiers *^ ; and it may feem ungenerous to. 
diftruft the. honour of a hero, and the truth oC 
a philofopher. Yet the fuperftitious confidence 
that Conftantius was the enemy, and that he 
himfelf was the favourite of the gods^ might 
prompt him to defire, to folicit, and even to 
haften the aufpicious moment of his reign, which 
was predefUned to reftore the ancient religion of 

** Jolian. ad S. P. (^ Adieu* f>« aS^.. The devMtt Ahhi de U 
Blecerie (Vu dc Julien, p. 159.} Is slmoft iodioed m Mfpcd tli^ 

inaQkiQd« 
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CHAP, mankind. When Julian had received the inteU 
^.^^^^^Lj ligence of the confpiracy, he refigned himfelf to 
a fliort flumber; and afterwards related to his 
friends, that he had feen the Genius of the em- 
pire waiting with fome impatience at his door, 
preiling for admittance, and reproaching his 
want of fpirit and ambition '^ Aftoniflied and 
perplexed, he addreffcd his prayers to the great 
Jupiter; who immediately (ignified, by a clear 
and manifefl: omen, that he fhould fubmit to the 
will of heaven and of the army. The conduct 
which difclaims the ordinary maxims of reafon, 
excites our fufpicion and eludes our inquiry. > 
Whenever the fpirit of fanaticifm, at once fo 
credulous and fo crafty, has infinuated itfelf into < 
a noble mind, it infenfibly corrodes the vital 
principles of virtue and veracity. 
His em- ^o nioderate the zeal of his party, to proteft 
c^^ftaL ^^® perfons of his enemies 'S to defeat and to defpife . 
tiut* the fecret enterprifes which were formed againft his 
life and dignity, were the cares which employed 
the firft days of the reign of the new Emperor. 
Although he was firmly refolved to maintain the 

>) Aminian. xx, 5. with the note of Lindenbrogios on the Genius 
of the empire. Julian himfelf, in a confidential letter to his friend 
and phyfician, Oribaiiui (Epift. xvii. p. }S4.), menttona another 
dream, to which, before the event, he gave credit ; of a ftately tree 
thrown to the ground, of a fjnall pbnt ftrikrng a deep root into the 
•arth. Even in his deep, the mind of Ca^far mufthave been agitated 
by the hopes and fears of his fortune. Zofimus (1. iii. p. ijs*)* 
relates a fobfequent dream. 

■4 The difiicttlt fitoation of the prince of a rebellious army it 
finely defcribed by Tacitus (Hift. i« 80—85^). But Otho bad 
Skuch more guilt, and much lefs abilities^ than Jjaliao*. 

ftatiott 
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ftatlon which he had afTumed, he was ftill de« chap. 

XXII* 

firous of faving his country from the calamities 
of civil war, of declining a conteft with the fu-' 
perior forces of Conftantius, and of preferving 
his own charafter from the reproach of perfidy 
and ingratitude. Adorned with the enfigns of 
military and Imperial pomp, 'Julian (hewed him- 
felf in the field of Mars to the foldiers, who 
glowed with ardent enthufiafm in the caufe of 
their pupil, their leader, and their friend. He 
recapitulated their viftories, lamented their fuf- 
ferings, applauded their refolution, animated 
their hopes, and checked their impetuofity; nor 
did he difmifs the aflembly, till he had obtained 
a folemn promife from the troops, that if the 
emperor of the Eaft would fubfcribe an equitable 
treaty, they would renounce any views of con- 
queft, and fatisiy themfelves with the tranquil 
poffeffion of the Gallic provinces. On this foun- 
dation he compofed, in his own name, and in 
that of the army, a fpecious and moderate 
epiftle'% which was delivered to Pentadius, his 
mailer of 4he offices, and to his chamberlain 
^utherius ; two ambaffadors whom he appointed 
to receive the anfwer, and obferve the difpofi- 
tions of Conftantius. This epiftle is infcribed 
with the modeft appellation of (Caefar; but Ju- 
lian folicits in a peremptory, though refpedful 


't To this oftenfible epiftle he added, fays Ammianus, private 
letters, objurgatorias et mordaces, which the hiftorian had not fesn, 
and would not have publiihcd. Perhaps they never cxifted. 

manner. 
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CHAP, manner, the confirmation of the title of Au* 
guftiis. He acknowledges the irregularity of his 
own election, while he juftifies, in feme meafure, 
the refentraent and violence of the troops which 
had extotted his reludant confent* He allows 
the fupremacy of his brother Conftantius; and 
engages to fend him an annual prefent of Spanifh 
horfes, to reauit his army with a fetedt number 
of Barbarian youths, and to accept from his 
choice a Praetorian praefed of approved difcre- 
lion and fidelity. But he referves for himfelf 
the nomination of his other civil and military 
officers, with the troops, the revenue, and the 
fovereignty of the provinces beyond the Alps. 
He admonifhes the emperor to confult the dic- 
tates of juflice ; to diftruft the arts of thofe Venal 
flatterers, who fubfift only by the difcord- of. 
princes ; and to embrace the ofier of a fair and 
honourable treaty, equally advantageous to the 
republic, and to the houfe of Coriftantine. In 
this negociation Julian claimed no more than he 
already poffeffed. The delegated authority which 
he had long e3cercifed over the provinces of Gaul, 
Spain, and Britain, was flill obeyed under a 
name more independent and auguft. The fol- 
diers and the people rejoiced in a revolution 
which was not (lained even with the blood of 
the guilty. Florentius was a fugitive; Lupici- 
BUS a prifoner. The perfons who were diffaffeded 
to the new government were difarmed and fe- 
^ured ; and the vacant offices were diflributed, 

acccording to the recommendation of merit, by a 

prince 


♦ » 
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prince . who defpifed the intrigues of the palace^ ^ ^^^^ ^• 
and the clamours of the foldiers '*• ^**^^^*i» 

The negociations of peace were accoihpdnied His fourth 
and fupported by the mod vigorous preparations expedition 
for war. The army, which Julian held in rea- ^r^^^ ^^ 
dinefs for immediate aftion, was recruited and a.d!i6q, 
augmented by the diforders of the times. The ^^** 
cruel perfecution of the faction of Magnentius 
had filled Gaul with numerous bands of out* 
laws and robbers. They cheerfully accepted the 
o&er of a general pardon from a prince whont 
they could truft, fubmitted to the reftraints of 
rnilitary difcipline, and retained only their im* 
placable hatred to the perfon and government 
of Conftantius *^. As ibon as the feafon of the 
year permitted Julian to take the field, he ap« 
peared at the head of his legioi6 ; threw a bridge 
over the Rhine in the neighbourhood of Cleves ; 
and prepared to chaftife the perfidy of the At- 
tuarii, a tribe of Franks, who prefumed that 
they might ravage, with impunity, the frontiers 
of a divided empire. The difficulty^ as Well as 
glory, of this enterprize, confifled in a laborious 
march ; and Julian had conquered, as foon as he 
could penetrate mto a countty, which former 

■tt See the firft tranrafliont of his reign, in Julian ad S. P. Q. 
Athen. pv i^Sf 2tSS. AmmianUSy xx, 5* 8. Liban. Orat. Parent. 

17 Liban. Orat. Parent, c. 50. p. 917 5, 176. A ftrange diibr* 
der» iince ft continued above feven years* In the fafKons of tht 
Greek republics^ the exiles amounted to xo^ooo prrfons | and Ifo. 
crates aflbrea Philip» that it wouM be eafier to raife an army from 
the vagabonds than from the cities. Set Httme*t EfTays^ torn. i. 

p.4.26;4«7« 

VoL^IV. C princes 
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^xiui^' princes had confidered as ihacceffible. After hd 
*^ had given peace to the Barbarians, the emperor 
carefully vifited the fortifications along the Rhine 
from Clevcs to Bafil ; furveyed, with peculiar at- 
tention, the territories which he had recovered 
from the hands of the Alemanni, paifed through 
Befan5on '% which had feverely fuff'ered from 
their fury, and fixed his head-quarters at VietinaL 
for the enfuing winter. The barrier of Gaul was 
improved and ftrengthened with additional for- 
iifications; and Julian entertained fome hopes, 
that the Germans, whom he had fo often yan« 
quiflied, might, in his abfence, be redrained, by 
the terror of his name. Vadomair '• was the only 
prince of the Alemanni, whom he efteemed or 
feared; and while the fubtle Barbarian affefted 
to obferve the faith of treaties, the progrefs of 
his arms threatened the ftate with an unfeafon- 
able and dangerous war. The policy of Julian 
condefcended to furprife the prince of the Ale- 
manni by h|s own arts ; and Vadomair, who^ in 
the charadler of a friend, had incautiouliy ac- 
cepted an invitation from the Roman governors, 
Ivas feized in the midll of the entertainment, 
and fent away prifoner into the heart of Spain« 

18 Julian (Epift* xxxvijj. p. 4.14.) gives a ihort defcription of 
Vefontio, or Befan^on ; a rocky peninfula almoft eocircled by the 
river Doux ^ once a magnificent city, filled with temples^ &c. now 
reduced to a fmall town, emerging however from its ruins* 

>9 Vadomair entered into the Roman feivice, and was promoted 
from a Barbarian kingdom to the military rank of duke of Phx» 
nicia. He ftill retained the fame artful charafler ( Ammian. xxi. 4*}: 
but, under the reign of Valens^ he iignalifed hit mloor in the Ar* 
menian war (xxix. !•)• 

Before 
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Before the Barbarians were recovered from theit ^ J ^ p, 
amazement, the emperor appeared in arms on the ^— -v^^i^- 
banks of the Rhine, and, once more croffing the 
river, renewed the deep impreflions of terror and 
refpe£t which had been already made by four pre- 
ceding expeditions **. 

The ambaflfadors of Julian had been inftrufted FrattleTt 
to execute, with the utmoft diligence, their im- S^cVi«i(li 
portant commiflion. But, in their paflage through ot w^i, 
Italy and Illyricum, they were detained by the tc- -'^•^^ J^'' 
dious and affeded delays of the provincial go- 
vernors ; they were condufted by flow journies 
from Conftantinople to Cacfarea in Cappadocia; 
and when at length they were admitted to the 
prefence of Conftantius, they found that he had 
already conceived, from the difpatches of his 
own officers, the mod unfavourable opinion of 
the conduft of Julian, and of the Gallic army. 
The letters were heard with impatience; the 
trembling meffengers were drfmiffed with indig- 
nation and contempt; and the looks, the gef- 
tures, the furious language of the monarch, ex- 
preflTed the diforder of his foul. The domeftic 
connexion, which might have reconciled the bro- 
ther and the hulband of Helena, was recently 
difiblved by the death of that princefs, whofe 
pregnancy had been feveral times fruitlefs, and 
was at Jaft fatal to herfelf *'♦ The cmprefe Eu- 

febia 

^ Amoihn. xx. jc, xxi. 3^ 4.« Zofimus, I. iii. p. X55« 

*i Her remains were fent to Rotne, and interred near tUofe of 
her (ifter Conftantina, in the fuburU of the ^ra Ntmenta/u. Am- 
iBiaii. xx\i t* LibaiMUS has comi)ored a very weak apology ro 

C ft jufti*> 
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c H. A P. fcbia had preferved, to the laft moment of he* 
life, the warm and even jealous affedion which 
ihe had conceived fot Julian; and her mild in- 
fluence might have moderated the refentment of 
a prince, who, fince her death, was abandoned 
to his own paflionS, and to the arts of his eu* 
nuchs. But the terror of a foreign ihvafion 
obliged him to fufpend the punifhment of a pri- 
vate enemy } he continued his march towards 
the confines of Perfia, and thought it fufficient 
to fignify the conditions which might entitle Ju- 
lian and his guilty followers to the clemency of 
their offended fovereign. He required, that the 
prefumptuous Caefar fhould exprefsly renounce 
the appellation and rank of Augustus, which he 
had accepted from the rebels ; that he flioulcj^ de- 
fcend to his former ftat^n of a limited and de- 
pendent miniiler ; that he fbould veil the powers 
of the (late and army in the hands of thofe officers 
who were appointed by' the Imperial court ; 
and that he fhould truft his fafety to the afiu- 
rances of pardon, which were announced by Epic- 
tetus, a Gallic bifhop, and one of the Artan fa- 
vourites of Conftantius. Several months were 
ineffeQually confumed in a treaty which was ne- 
gociated at the diflance of three thoufahd miles 

Juftify his hero from a very abfurd charge ; of poifoning his wife, 
aRd rewarding her phyfician with his mother's jewels. (See th^ 
feventh of feventeen new orations, published at Venice 1754, from 
a MS. in St. Mark's librarj-, pk 117—127.). Elpidlus, the Prsto« 
rian praefe^ of the Eaft, to whofe evidence the accufer of Juliaa 
appeals, is arraigned by Libanius, as effeminatt and ungrateful $ yet 
the religion of £lpidius is praifed by Jerom (torn* u p. 24$i)» and 
fois hun^nitj by Ammianus (xxi. 6.). 

between 
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between Paris and Antioch : and as foon as Ju- c ha p. 
lian perceived that his moderate and refpedful 
behaviour ferved only to irritate the pride of aa 
implacable adverfary, he boldly refolved to com- 
mit his life and fortune to the chance of a civil 
war. He gave a public and military audience 
to the quaeftor Leonas : the haughty epiftle of 
Conftantius was read to the attentive multitude ; 
and Julian protefted, with the mod flattering de- 
ference, that he was ready to refign the title of 
Auguftus, if he could obtain the confent of thofe 
whom he acknowledged as the authors of his 
elevation. The faint propofal was impetuoufly 
filenced; and the acclamations of " Julian Au- 
" guftus, 4:6ntinue to reign, by the authority 
** of the army, of the people, of the republic^ 
** which you have faved," thundered at once 
from every part of the field, and terrified the 
pale ambaflador of Conftantius. A part of th^ 
letter was afterwards read, in which the emperor 
arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he 
had inverted with the honours of the purple ; 
whom he had educated with fo much care and 
tendernefs ; whom he had preferved in his in- 
fancy, when he was left a helplefs orphan ; ** an 
^^ orphan !" interrupted Julian, who juftified his 
caufe by indulging his paflions ; ** does the af- 
^^ faflin of my family reproach me that I was left 
" an orphan? He urges me to revenge thofe 
** injuries which I have long ftudied to forget." 
The aflembly was difraifled; and I^eonas, who* 
v/ith fome difficulty, had been protefted from the 
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^ xxti.*"' P^P^^-^^ f^y^ was fent back to his matter, Tirith an 

epiftle^ in which Julian expreffed, in a drain of 

the moft vehement eloquence, the fentiments of 

contempt, of hatred, and of refentment, which had 

been fuppreffed and embittered by the diflimulation 

of twenty years, . After this meffage, which might 

be confidered as a fignal of irreconcileable war, 

Julian, who fome weeks before had celebrated the 

Chriftian feftival of the Epiphany *% made a pub- 

lie declaration, that he committed the care of his 

. fafety to the immortal godis j and thus publicly 

renounced the religion, as well as the friendfliip, 

pf Conftantius *'. 

juiiinp^. The fituation of Juliaqi required a vigorous 

&*'' ^^^ immediate refolution. He had difcovered, 

Conftan- ffom intercepted letters, that his adverlary, fa^ 

^^'* frificing the intereft of the ftate to that of thQ 

»* Feriarum die quern celebrantes menfe Januario, Chriftiani 

l^pifbama diaitant, progrtflTus in eorum ecclefiam, folemniter li- 
mine orato difceffit. Ammian. xxi. %. Zonaras obferves, that it 
was OB Chriftmas-day, aod his aflertion is not inconfiftent 5 fmce 
the churches of Egypt, Afia, and perhaps Gaul, celcbraicd on the 
fame day (the fixth of January) the nativity and the baptifm of theiv 
Saviour: The Romans, as ignorant as their brethren of the real date 
of his birtl^ fixed the folemn ftftival to the X5th of Deccinber, the 
Brmalia, ©r winter folftice, wh«n the Pagans annually celebrated the 
birth of the Sun. See iiingham^s Antiquities of the Chriftian 
Church, 1. XX. c. 4. and ^eaufobrc Hift, Critique du Manichetfme, 
torn. ii. p. 69o-<-709<. 

^i The public and fecrct negociations between Conflantius and 
Julian, muft be extra6led, with (orae caution, from Julian himfelf 
<Orat. ad S. P.Q^Athen. p. a86.). Libanius (Orat. Parent, <:. 51. 
p. 276.), Amnnianus (xx. p ), Zofunus (I. iii. p, ,54..), and even 
Zonaras (torn. 11. 1. xiii. p. ,0. a,, 22 J, who, on this occafion, an. 
|»€ars to have poflcfled apd ufed fome valuable materials. 

pionarch^ 
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monarchy had again eiccited the Barbarians to chap. 
invade the provinces of the Weft* The pofitiom v^i-- 
of two magazines, one of them collefted on the 
banks of the lake of Condance^ the other formed 
Ht the foot of the Cottian Alps, feemed to indi- 
cate the march o{ two armies; and the fize of 
diofe magazines, each of which confided of fix 
hundred thoufand quarters of whe^, or rather 
flour % was a threatening evidence of the ftrength 
and numbers of the enemy^ who prepared to 
furround him. But the Imperial legions were 
dill in their diftant quarters of Ada; the Da« 
nube was feebly guarded ; and if Julian could 
occupy, by a fudden incurfion, the important 
provinces of lUyricum, he might ezped that a 
people of foldiers would refort to his flandard, 
and that the rich mines of gold and filver would 
contribute to the expences of the civil war« He 
propofed this bold enterprife to the afiembly of 
the foldiers ; infpired them with, a ju(t confidence 
in their general, and in themfeives; and ex- 
horted them to maintain their reputation, of being 
terrible to the enemy, moderate to their fellow- 
citizens, and obedient to their officers* His 
fpirited difcourfe was received with the lauded: 
acclamations, a^d the fame troops which had 
taken up arms againd Condantius, when he fum- 
moned them to leave Gaul^ now declared with 

^ Three bundced myriads, or three millipnt of vieiimm^ a eonv 
meafure familttr to the Athenians, and which contained (ix Roman 
m^dii, Julian explains^ like a ibidier and a ftaicimafiy the dan|»er 
of his fuuation, and the neceflity and advantages of an oiSso&ve war 
(ad S» P. CLAth^. p. »S6j ftSj.)* X 

C4 alacrity^ 
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CHAP, alacrity, that they would follow Julian to thei 
fartheft extremities of Europe or Afia. The oath 
of fidelity was adminiftered ; and the foldiers, 
dafhing their ihields, and pointing their drawn 
fwords to their throats, devoted themfelves, with 
horrid imprecations, to the fervice of a leader 
whom they celebrated as the deliverer of Gaul, 
and the conqueror of the Germans **. This 
folemn engagement, which feemed to be dictated 
by aflfeftion rather than by duty, was fingly 
oppofed by Nebridius, who had been admitted 
to the office of Praetorian praefeft. That faith- 
ful minifter, alone and unailifted, averted the 
rights of Conftantius in the midft of an armed 
and angry multitude, to whofe fury he had almoit 
fallen an honourable, but ufelefs, facrifice. After 
lofing one of his hands by the ftroke of a fword, 
he embraced the knees of the prince whom he 
had offended. Julian covered the praefect with 
his Imperial mantle,- and protefting him from 
the zeal of his followers, difmiflfed him to his 
own houfe, with lefs refpefl: than was perhaps 
due to the virtue of an enemy**. The high 
office of Nebridius was beftowed on Salluft ; and 
the provinces of Gaul, which were now delivered 
from the intolerable oppreffion of taxes, enjoyed 
the mild and equitable adminiftration of the friend 
of Julian, who was permitted to pradife thofe 

*i See his oration, and the behaviour of the troops, in Ammtan, 
xxi. 5. 

^ He fternly refofed his hand to the fuppliaot prajfe^l, u^hom he 
lent into Tufcany (Ammian. xxi. 5.).' Life^niua, with favage fury, 
infults Nebridius, applauds the folUiers, an4 aimoft cejafures the Ku« 
manity pf Jalian (Orat» Parent* c» 53. p. 27S.}* 

virtues 
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virtues which he had inflilled into the mind of chap. 
his pupil \ v«.*->r«^ 

The hopes of Julian depended much lefs on His marcii 
the number of his troops, than on the celerity RhlUe iniw 
of his motions. In the execution of a daring iiiyncum. 
^nterprife, he availed himfelf of every precaution, 
as far as prudence could fuggeft ; and where 
prudence could no longer accompany bis fteps, 
he trufted the event to valour and to fortune. 
In the neighbourhood of Bafil he aflembled and 
divided his army *'. One body, which confiftecj 
of ten thoufand men, was directed, under the 
command of Nevitta, general of the cavalry, to 
advance through the midland parts of Rhaetia 
and Noricum. A fimilar divifion of troops, under^ 
the orders of Joviqs and Jovinus, prepared to 
follow the oblique courfe of the highways, 
through the Alps and the northern confines of 
Italy. The inftruAions to the generals were 
conceived with energy and precifion : to haftea 
their march in clofe and compad columns, which, 
according to the difpofition of the ground, might 
readily be changed into any order .of battle ; to 
fecure themfelves againft the furprifes of the night 
by ftrong pofts and vigilant guards ; to prevent 
refiftance by their unexpected arrival j to elude 

*7 Ammian. xxi. 8. In this promotion* Julian obeyed the law 
/which he publicly ioipofed on himfelf. Neque civilis quifquam judex 
nee militant re^lor, alio quodam praster merita fufFragante^ ad po- 
tiorem veniat gradum (Ammian. xx» 5.}. Abfence did not weaken 
hit regard for Salluft, with whofe name (A. D. 363.} be honoured 
the conful^ip. 

*^ Ammianut (xxi. 8.) afcribes the fame praflice, and the fame 
motivei to Alexander the Great, and otlt^r Pdif ul generait. 

C3(amijM« 
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CHAP, examination by their fudden departure ; to fpread 
the opipion of their ftrength, and the terror of 
his name; and to join their fovereign under the 
walls of Sirmium. For himfelf, Julian had 
referve^ a more difficult and extraordinary part. 
He feleded three thoufand brave and adive 
volunteers, refolv^d, like their leader, to cad 
behind them every hope of a retreat : at the head 
of this feithful band, he fearlefsly plunged into 
the receffes of the Marcian, or black foreft, which 
conceals the fources of the Danube**; and, for 
many days, the fate of Julian was unknown ta 
the world. The fecrecy of his march, his dili- 
gence, and vigour, furmounted every obftacle; 
he forced his way over " mountains and moraifes, 
occupied the bridges or fwam the rivers, pur- 
fued his direft courfe'% without reflefting whe- 
ther he traverfed the territory of the Romans or 
of the Barbarians, and at length emerged, be- 
tween Ratifbon and Vienna, at the place where 
he defigned to embark his troops on the Danube. 
By a well-concerted flratagem, he fei^ed a fleet 

«9 T\m wood was a part of the great Hercynian foreft, which, in 
the time of Csfar, ftretcbed away from the country of the Rauract 
(Bafii) into the boundlefs regions of the North. Stt Cluver, Gtt' 
mania Anti<}i*a, 1. iii. c. 47* 

3* Compare Libanius, Orat, Parent, c. 53. p. 278, 1799 with 
Gregory Nazianzen, Drat. iii. p. 68. Even the faint admires the. 
fpeed and fecrecy of this march. A modern divine might apply to 
the progrefs of Julian* the lines which were Qriginally defigned i9t 
another apoftate : 

■ ■■ ■ So esgerly the iiend» 
0*er bog) or fteep, through ftrait, rough, denfe, or rare. 
With htad, hands, wings, or feet, purfues his way, 
And fwiinsy or finksy or wade$> or creeps, or flies. 
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of light brigantines '% as it lay at anchor ; fecured 
a fupply of coarfe provifions fufficient to fatisfy 
the indelicate^ but voracious, appetite of a Gal<i 
lie army; and boldly committed himfelf to the 
fiream of the Danube* The labours of his ma- 
riners, who plied their oars with ince0ant dili- 
gence, and the fteady continuance of a favourable 
wind, carried his fleet above feven hundred miles 
in eleven days '* ; and he had already difembarked 
his troops at Bononia, only nineteen miles from 
Sirmium, before his enemies could receive any 
certain intelligence that he had left the banks of 
the Rhine. In the courfe of this long and rapid 
navigation, the mind of Julian was fixed on the 
objed of his enterprife ; and though he accepted 
the deputation of feme cities, which haftened to 
claim the merit of an early fubmiffion, he paflfed 
before the hoftile fiations, which were placed 
along the riv^, without indulging the temptation 
of fignalizing an ufelefs and ill-timed valour* 
The banks of the Danube were crowded on either 
fide with fpeclators, who gazed on the military 
pomp, anticipated the importance of the event, 
and diflfufed through the adjacent country the 
{ame of a young hero, who advanced with more 

• 

3' In that interval the Notitia places two or three fleets, the Lan- 
riaceniis (at Lauriacun*, or Lorch), the Arlapenfis, the Maginenfis; 
and mentions five legions, or cohorts, of Liburnarii, who ihoul<^ 
be a fort of marines. Se£l. Iviii. edit. Labb. 

S^^Zofimus alone (I. iii. p. 156.) has fpecified this interefting 
circuml^ance. Mamertinus (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. 6, 7, 8.)» who 
accompanied Julian, as count of the facred largeiTes, defcribes this 
voyage in a florid and pi^lurefque manner, challenges Triptolemut 
9nd the Argonauts of Greece, Sec, 

than 
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XXIJ. 


than mortal fpeed at the head of the innumerable 
forces of the Weft. Lucilian, who, with the 
rank of general of the cavalry, commanded the 
military powers of Illyricum, was alarmed and 
perplexed by the doubtful reports, which he 
could neither rejeft nor believe. He had taken 
fome flow and irrefolute meafures for the purpofe 
of collefting his troops ; when he was furprifed 
by Dagalaiphus, an aftive officer, whom Julian, 
as foon as he landed at Bononia, had puflied 
fon\'ards with fome light infantry. The captive 
general, uncertain of hrs life or death, was haftily 
thrown upon a horfe, and condufted to the pre- 
fence of Julian j who kindly raifed him from tl|e 
ground, and difpelled the terror and amazement 
which feemed to ftupify his faculties. But !)Lu- 
cilian had no fooner recovered his fpirits, than he 
betrayed his want of difcretion, by prefuming 
to admonifli his conqueror, that he had rafhly 
ventured, with a handful of men,- to expofe his 
perfon in the midft of his enemies. ** Referve 
** for your mafter Conftantius thefe timid remon- 
*^ ftrances,'* replied Julian, with a fmile of corK 
tempt; *' when I gave you my purple to kifs^ 
** I received you not as a counfellor, but as a 
** fuppliant." Confcious that fuccefs alone could 
juftify his attempt, and that boldn^s only could 
command fuccefs, he inftantly advanced, at the 
head of three thoufand foldiers., to attack the 
ftrongeft and moft populous city of the Illyriaa 
provinces. As he entered thp long fuburb of 
iSirmium, he was received by the joyful accl^- 
toations of the army and peqple j who, crowned 

wicll 
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^Ffith flowers, and holdmg lighted tapers in their ^ ^^j^* 
hands, conduced their acknowledged fovereign ^.■^■^ > <■*—» 
to his Imperial refidence. Two days were de« 
voted to the public joy, which was celebrated by 
the games of the Circus} but, early on the. 
morning of the third day, JuUan marched to 
occupy the narrow pafs of Succi, in the defiles of 
Mount Haemus; which, almofl in xhe mid- way 
between Sirmium and Conilantinople, feparates 
the provinces of Thrace and Dacia,, by an abrupt 
defcent towards the former, and a gentle decli- 
vity on the fide of the latter ". The defence of 
thi$ important poft was entrufted to the brave 
Nevitta; who, as well as the generals of the 
Italian ditifion, fuccefsfully executed the plan of 
the march and junction which their matter had 
ib ably conceived '*. 

The homage which Julian obtained, from the Hejuftifiet 
fears or the inclination of the people, extended ^*»«***^ 
far beyond the immediate efFedt of his arms"^ 
The prsefedures of Italy and Illyricum were ad« 
miniftered by Taurus and Florentius, who united 
that important office with the vain honours of the 
confuUhip; and as thofe magiftrates had retired 

33 The defcription of AmmianuSy which might be fupported by 
collateral evidence, afcertairis the precife fituatioa of. the Aagufiiia 
Suecerum, or pafTes of Succi, M. d^Anvillcy from the trifling refem- 
blance of names, has placed them between Sardfca and NaifTua. 
.For my own ]uftification» J am obliged to mention the tnly error 
which I have difcovered in the maps or writings of that admirable 
geographer. 

H Whatever circumftances we may borrow clfewhere, Ammia* 
nus (xxi« 8, 9, 10.) (till fupplies the feries of the narrative* 

15 Ammian* xxi. 9, io« Libanius^ Orat* Parent. c« ^4. p. 2799 
%%o» ZofimuSj !• iii. p* 1561 1 j7« 

with 


30 THfi DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, ^ith precipitation to the court of Afia, Julian^' 
ivhd could not always reftrain the levity of his 
temper, ftlgmatized their flight by adding, in all 
the A9:s of the Yeal-^ the epithet ol fuptive to 
the names of the two confuls. The provinces 
which had been defertcd by their firft magiftrates 
acknowledged the authority of an emperor, who, 
conciliating the qualities of a foldier with thofe 
of a philofopher, was equally admired ' in |the 
catiips of the Danube, and in the cities of Greece. 
From his palace, or, more properly, from \\\i 
head-quarters of Sirmium and Naiffus, he diftri- 
buted to the principal cities of the empire, a 
laboured apology for his own condufl: ; publiflied 
the fecret difpatches of Conftantius ; and foficited 
ihc judgment of mankind between two compe- 
titors, the one of whom had expelled, and the 
Other had invited, the Barbarians '*• Julian, 
whofe mind was deeply wounded by the reproach 
of ingratitude, afpired to maintain, by argumeht 
as well as by arms, the fuperior merits of his 
caufe ; and to excel, not only in the arts of vrar, 
buf in thofe of compofition. . His epiftle to the 
fenate and people of Athens *' feoms to have been* 

didated 

3^ Julian (ad S. P, Q. Athen. p. 986.) pofitively aiTerts, that he 
intercepted the letters of Conftantius to the Barbarians s and Li. 
banius as pofitively aflirmSy that he read them on his march to the 
troops and the cities. Yet Ammianus (xxi.4.) expreflfes himfelf 
with cool and candid hefitation, fi fama Jolm admittenda eft fides* 
He fpecifies, however, an intercepted letter from Vadomair to 
Conftantius, which fuppofes an intimate correfpondence betweeOi 
them : ** Caefar tuus difciplinam non habet/* 

t1 Zofliflu« mentions his epiftles to the Athenians, the Corin- 
tlMAiit, and the Lacedemonians* The fubftaj}ce was probably th« 

fame^ 
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dilated by an elegant enthufiafm ; which prompted ^ ^ ^ ^* 
him to fubmit his anions and his motives to the 
degenerate Athenians of his own times, with the 
fame humble deference, as if he had been plead-* 
ing in the days of Ariftides, before the tribunal 
of the Areopagus. His application to the fenate 
of Rome, which was ftill permitted to bellow 
the titles of Imperial power, was agreeable to the 
forms of the expiring republic. An affembly 
^as fummoned by TertuUus, prsefeft of the city ; 
the eplftle of Julian was read j and as he appeared 
to be mailer of Italy, his claims were admitted 
without a diflenting voice. His oblique cenfure 
of the innovations of Conftantine, and his paf- 
lionate inve£live againft the vices of Cohftarilius, 
were heard with lefs fatisfadion j and the fenate, 
as if Julian had been prefent, unanimoufly ex- 
claimed, ** Refpeft, we befeech you, the. -author 
" of your own fortune ^\" An artful expreffion, 
which, according to the chance of war, might 
be diiFerently explained ; as a manly reproof of 
the ingratitude of the ufurper, or as a flattering 
confeffion, that a fingle a£l of fuch benefit to the 
ftate ought to atone for all the failings of Con« 
ftantius. 

(ame, tboogh the a^ddrefs was properly varied. The epfftle to the 
Athenians is ftill extant (p. a68— 287.), and has aifoiiled much 
valuable information. It deferyeslbe praifes of the Abl>« de la 

Bleterie (Pref. a ItHiftoire de Jovien, p. 24, *5*}> ^^^ '* ^^^ ^^ ^^'^ 
beft roanifeflos to be found in any language. 

38 AmOori tv§ revergntiam rogatnus* Amniian. xxu io« It it 
amuiing jenoogh to obferve the fecret confli6ls of the fenate between 
^ttery and fear. See Tacit. Hift. f;^ 8^5. 

7 The 
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CHAP. The intelligence of the march and rapid pro* 
v^^,-^ grefs of Julian was fpeedily tranfmitted to his 
Moftile rival, who, by the retreat of Sapor, had obtained 
tion» feme refpite from the Perfian war. Difguifing 

the anguifti of his foul under the femblance of 
contempt,^ Conftantius profefled his intention or 
returning into Europe, and of givirig chace to 
Julian ; for he nevet fpoke of this military expe- 
dition in any other light than that of a hunting 
party '^ In the camp of Hierapolis, in Syria, 
he communicated this defign to his army ; flightly 
mentioned the guilt and raflmefs of the Caefar; 
S^nd ventured to aflure them, that if the muti- 
neers of Gaul prefumed to meet them in the 
' field, they would be unable to fuftain the fire of 
their eyes, and the irrefiftible weight of their 
fliout of onfet. The fpeech of the emperor was 
received with military applaufe, and Theodotus, 
the prefideht of the council of Hierapolis, re- 
quefted, with tears of adulation, that his city 
might be adorned with the head of the vanquiihed 
rebel *^ A chofcn detachment was difpatched 
away in poft-waggons, to .fecure, if it were yet 
poffible, the pafs of Succi; the recruits, the 
horfes, the arms, and the magazines which had 
been prepared againft Sapor, were appropriated 
to the fervice of the civil war ; and the domeftic 

39 Tanqiiam venaticiam praedam caperet : hoc enim ad leniendum 
foornm metum fiibinde prasdtcabat. . Ammian. xxi. 7. 

40 See the fpeech and preparations in Ammianus, xxit 13. Th« 
vile Theodotus afterwards implored and obtained his pardon from 
the merciful conqueror, who fignified his wi(h of diminiihing hit 
enemies, and increafing the number of bis friends (xxli. i4-.)* ' 

6 vi^lories 
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v!£lories of' Conftantius infpired his partUans chap. 

• XXIL 

with the moft fanguine aflurances of fuccefs. 
The notary Gaudentius had occupied in his name 
the provinces of Africa ; the fubfiftence of Rome 
was intercepted; and the diftrefs of Julian was 
increafed, by an unexpeded event, which might 
have been productive of fatal confequences* 
Julian had received the fubmiflion of two legions 
and a cohort of archers, who were flationed at 
Sirmium ; but he fufpe£ted, with reafon, the fide- 
lity of thofe troops, which had been diftin- 
guiflied by the emperor ; and it was thought 
expedient, under the pretence of the expofed 
ftate of the Gallic frontier, to difmifs them from 
the mod important fcene of action. They ad- 
vanced, with reludance, as far as the confines 
of Italy ; but as they dreaded the length of the 
way, and the favage fiercenefs of the Germans, 
they refolved, by the inftigation of one of their 
tribunes, to halt at Aquileia, and to ere£t the 
banners of Conftantius on the walls of that im- 
pregnable city. The vigilance of Julian per- 
ceived at once the extent of the mifchief, and the 
neceffity of applying an immediate remedy. By 
his order, Jovinus led back a part of the army 
into Italy ; and the fiege of Aquileia was formed 
with diligence, and profecuted with vigour. But 
the legionaries, who feemed to have rejefled the 
yoke of difcipline, conduced the defence of the 
place with ikill aiid perfeverance ; invited the 
red of Italy to imitate the example of their cou- 
rage and loyalty ; and threatened the retreat of 
Vol. IV. D Julian, 
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CHAP. Julian, if he (hould be forced to yield to the fupe- 
vJi^ilL/ rior numbers of the armies of the Eaft ♦'. 
and death But the humanity of Julian was preferved from 
ftantius', the cruel alternative, which he pathetically la- 
A.D.361, Hients, .of dcftroying, or of being himfelf de- 
*^' ftroyed: and the feafonable death of Conftantius 
delivered the Roman empire from the calamities 
of civil war. The approach of winter could not 
detain the monarch at Antioch j and his favou- 
rites durft not oppofe his impatient defire of 
revenge. A flight fever, which was perhaps 
occafioned by the agitation of his fpirits, was 
cncreafed by the fatigues of the journey; and 
Conftantius was obliged to halt at the little town 
of Mopfucrene, twelve miles beyond Tarfus^ 
where he expired, after a (hort illnefs, in the 
forty-fifth year of his age, and the twenty-fourth 
of his reign**. His genuine charadler, which 
was compofed of pride and weaknefs, of fuper- 
ftition and cruelty, has been fully difplayed in 

4t Ammi^. XXI. 7. 119 It. He feems to defcribe, with fuper. 
fluous labour, the operations of the fiege of Aquileia^ whichf on 
this occafion, maintained its impregnable fame. Gregory Nazi. 
anzen (Orat. iii. p., 68.) afcribes this accidental revolt to the wif. 
dom of Conftantius, whofe aiTured viflory he announces with fonie 
appearance of truth. Conftantio quern ^credebat proculdubio fore 
vi6lorem : nemo enim omnium tunc ab hac conAanti fententia dif- 
crepebat. Ammian. xxi. 7. * 

4* His tieath and charafler are faithfully delineated by Aromia* 
nus (xxi. 14. 15, 16.); and wtf are authorifed to defpife and deteit 
the foolifh calumny of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 69.), who accufes 
Julian of contriving the death of his benefaflor. 1'he private re- 
pentance of the emperor, that he had fpared and promoted Julian 
(p. 69. and Orat. xxi. p, 3S9.), is not improbable in itfelf, nor 
incompatible with the public verbal teftament, which prudential coq* 
fiderations might dictate in the laft moments of his life* 

the 
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the preceding iiaiDitive of civil and ecclefiaftical chap, 
events. The long abufe of power rendered 
him a copfiderable objed in the eyes of his con* 
temporaries; but as perfonal merit can alone 
deferve the notice of pofterity, the lad of the 
fons of Coiiftantine may be difmifled from the 
world with the remark, that he inherited the 
defeats, without the abilities, of his father. Be- 
fore Conftantius expired, he is faid to have named 
Julian for his fucceifor j nor does it feem impro- 
bable, that his anxious concern for the fate of 
a young and tender wife, whom he left with 
child, may have prevailed, in his lad moments, 
over the harflier pailions of hatred and revenge^ 
Eufebius, and his guilty aflbciates, made a faint 
attempt to prolong the reign of the eunuchs, 
by the eledion of another emperor: but their 
intrigues were rejeded with difdain by an army 
which now abhorred the thought of civil dif* 
card; and two officers of rank were inftantly 
difpatched, to aflure Juh'an, that every fword in 
the empire would be drawn for his fervice. The 
military defigns of that prince, whq had forme4 
three differei^ attacks againft Thrace, were pre«> 
vented by this fortunate event. Without flied* 
ding the blood of his fellow-citizens, he efcaped 
the dangers of a doubtful coia^d, and acquired 
the advantages pf a complete vidlory. Impatient 
to viflt the place of his birth, and the new 
capital of the empire, he advanced from Naiflus 
through the mountsdns of Haemus, and the cities 
c^ Thrace. When he reached Heradea, at the 

D 2 diftance 
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CHAP, diftance of fixty miles, all Conftantinople was 
'_,— ,-^ . poyred forth to receive him ; and he made his 
Julian en- triumphal entry^ amidft the dutiful acclamations 
ftantino-" of the foldicrs, the people, and the fenate. An 
fj^j innumerable multitude preffed around him with 

eager refpeft; and were perhaps difappointed, 
when they beheld the fmall ftature, and fimple 
garb of a hero, whofe unexperienced youth had 
vanquiflied the Barbarians of Germany, and who 
had now traverfed, in a fuccefsful career, the 
whole continent of Europe, from the (hores of 
the Atlantic to thofe of the Bofphorus *^ A few 
days afterwards, when the remains of the deceafed 
emperor were landed in the harbour, the fubjefts 
of Julian applauded the real or affefted humanity 
of their fovereign. On foot, without his diadem, 
and clothed in a mourning habit, he accompanied 
the funeral as far as the church of the Holy 
Apoftles, where the body was depofited: and 
if thefe marks -of refpeft may be interpreted as a 
felfifli tribute to the birth and dignity of his Im- 
perial kinfman, the tears of Julian profeffed to 
the world, that he had forgot the injuries, and 
remembered only the obligations which he had 
received from Conftantius **. As foon as the 

4! In defcribing the triuniph of JuHan, Ammianus (xxii. i, a.) 
aiTamcs the lofty tone of an orator or poetj while Libanius (Orat, 
Parent, c. 56. p. 181.) (inks to the grave fimplicity of an hiftorian. 

44 The funeral of Conftantius 18 defcribed by Ammianus (xxi. 
]6.) Gregory Naziapzen (Orat. iv. p. 119O1 Mamertinus (in Pa- 
negyr. Vet. xi. 27.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. Ivi. p. 283. }> ^^^ 
Philoftorgius (1. vi. c. 6. with Godefroy*8 DiflertatioqSi p. 265.)* 
Thefe writers^ and their followers. Pagans, Catholics, Arians, beheld 
with very different eyes both the dead and the living simperor. 

4* ^ legions 
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lesions of Aquilela were aflured of the death of chap. 

^^ YYlf 

the emperor, they opened the gates of the city, ^ ,^- ^ -^ 
and, by the facriflce of their guilty leaders, ob- 
tained an eafy pardon from the prudence or lenity and is ac« 
of Julian; who, in the thirty- fecond year of his led^'by 
age, acquired the undifputcd pofleffion of the ^fae^hoU 
Roman empire « ""'"''• 

Philofophy had inftrufted Julian to compare HisciWi 
the advantages of a£^ion and retirement ; but Sew^and 
the elevation of his birth, and the accidents of pp^*** 
his life, never allowed him the freedom of choice. 
He might perhaps fincerely have preferred the 
groves of the academy, and the fociety of Athens ; 
but he was conftrained, at firft by the will, and 
afterwards by the injuftice, of Conflantius, to 
es^pofe his perfon and fame to the dangers of 
Imperial greatnefs ; and to make himfelf account- 
able to the world, and to pofterity, for the hap- 
pinefs of millions^. Julian recollefted with ter- 
ror the obfervation qf hi§ mafter plato*% that 
the governnxent of pur flocks and herds is always . 

4S The day and year of the birth of Julian are not perfeAly mf- 
certained. The day is prpbabiy the fixth of Noire|nbfr» and the 
year muft be either 331 or 332. TiUemont, Hift. des EaDpcreurs, 
torn. iv. p. 693. Ducange^ Fam» Byx^ntin. p. 50. I have preferred 
the earlier date. 

4^ J uHao himfelf (p«»53— s6y.) has exprefled thefe philofophical 
ideas with much eloquence, and fome afft^ation, in a very elabo. 
rate epiftle to Themiftius. The Abbe de la Bleterie (torn. ii. p. 146. 
— -193.), who has given an elegant tranflation, is inclined to believe 
that it was the celebrated Themiftius, whofe orations are ftill ex. 
tant. 

47 Julian ad Themift. pt 158. Petavius (not. p. 9 5.} obfervesy that 
this paflTage is taken from the fourth book de Legibus ; but either 
Julian quoted from memory, or his MSS. were different from ours. 
Xenophon opens the Cyropapdia with a (imilar reflection* 

D 3 com* 
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CHAP, committed to beings of a iuperior fp^cies ; ani 


XXII 


that the condu^ of nations requires and deferve^ 
the celeftial powers of the Gods or of the GenS. 
From this principle he juftly concluded, that the 
man who prefumes to reign, fliould afpire to the 
perfection of the divine nature ; that he ihould 
purify his foul from her mortal and terreftrial 
part ; that ha fhould extinguilh his appetites, en- 
lighten his underflanding, regulate his paflions, 
and fubdue the wild bead, which, accordilig ta 
the lively metaphor of Ariftotle**, feldom fails 
to afcend the throne of a defpot. The throne 
of Julian, which the death of Conftantius fixed 
en an independent bafis, was the feat of reafon, 
of virtue, and perhaps of vanity. He defpifed 
the honours, renounced the pleafures, and dif- 
charged ,with incelTant diligence the duties, of 
liis exalted ftation; and there were few among 
liis fubjedts who would have confented to relieve 
liim from the weight of the diadem, had they 
been obliged to fubmit their time and their ac-* 
tions to the rigorous laws which their philoibphic 
^mperor impofed on himfelf. One of his moft 
intimate friends ^^, who had often (bared the 
frugal fimplicity of his table, has remarked, that 
his light and fparing diet (which was ufually of ^ 

4* O ^6 ayQpowrov KiXivan »§x^^^9 TT^nOw* xa» 9>jftoy. Ariftot. ap« 
Julian, p. 261. The MS. of VoflTius, unfattsfied with a fingle bea((, 
affords the ftronger reading of Orifice, which the experience of defpotifoi 
may warrant. 

49 Libanius (Orat. Parental is, c. Ixxxiv. Uxxv. p. 310, 311, 3iA.) 
lias given this interefting detail of the private life of Julian. He 
binofelf (in Mifopogon, p. 350.) mentions his vegetable diet, and 
vpbraids the grpfs and fenfuai appetite of the (leople of Antioch. 

the 
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tbe vegetable kind) loft hi$ mind and body always c^a p. 
iree and adive, for the various and important 
bufinefs of an author, a pontiff, a magiftrate, a 
general, and a prince. In one and the fame day^ 
he gave audience to feveral ambaffadors, and 
wrote, or ^idtated, a great number of letters tq 
his generals, hi^ civil inagiftrates, his private 
friends, and the different cities of his dominions. 
He liitened to the memorials which had bee^i 
received, confidered the fubjed of the petitions^ 
and fignified his intentions more rapidly than 
they could be taken in fhort-hand by the dili- 
gence of his fecretaries. He poffeffed fuch flexi- 
bility of thought, and fuch firmnefs of attention^ 
thftt he could employ his hand to write, his ear 
to liften, and his voice to dictate ; and purfue at 
once three feveral trains of ideas without hefi- 
tation, and without error. While his miniilers 
repoied, the prince flew with agility from one 
labour to another, and, after a hafty dinner, 
retired into his library, till the public bufinefs, 
which he had appointed for the evening, fum- 
moned him to interrupt the profecutlon of his 
ftudiec. The fupper of the emperor was ftill lefs 
fubflantial than the former meal; his fleep was 
never clouded by the fumes of indigeftion; and, 
except in the (hort interval of a marriage, which 
was the effeft of policy rather than love, the 
chafte Julian never fliared his bed with a female 
companion '% He was foon awakened by the 

entrance 

so Leaulus • • . Veftalium toris purior, is the praife which 
ManertiDus (Fanegyj. V«t, xi. 13.) addieffw to Julian hioitelf. 

. p ^ labaniui 
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CHAP, entrance of frelh fecretaries, who had ' flept the 
preceding day j and his fervants were obliged to 
wait altcrnatelyjf while their indefatigable matter 
allowed himfelf fcarcely any other refrefhment 
than the change of occupations. The predeceffors 
of Julian, his uncle, his brother, and his coufin, 
indulged their puerile tafte for the games of the 
circus, under the fpecious pretence of complying 
with the inclinations of the p^ple; and they 
frequently remained the greateft part of the day, 
as idle fpeftators, and as a part of the fplendid 
fpedlacle, till the ordinary round of twenty-four 
races '* was completely finilhed. On folemn 
feftivals, Julian, who felt and profeffed an un- 
faihionable diflike to thefe frivolous amufements, 
condefcended to appear in the Circus j and after 
beftowing a carclefs glance on five or fix x>{ the 
races, he hattily withdrew, with thp impatience 
of a philofopher, who confidered every moment 

Libanius affirms, in fober peremptory language, that Julian never 
knew a woman before his marriage, or after the death of his wife 
(Orat. Parent, c. Ixxxviii. p. 3i3*}* "^be chaftity of Julian is 
confirmed by the impartial teftimony of Ammianus (xxv. 4.), and 
the partial filence of the Chriilians. Yet Julian ironically mrges the 
reproach of the people of Antioch, that he ahtoft always {u^ trmttv, 
in Mifopogon, p. 345.) lay alone. This fufpicious ex predion is 
explained by the Abbe de la Bleterie (Hift« de Jovien, torn, ii* 
p. 103—109.) with candour and ingenuity, 

51 See Salmailus ad Sueton. in Claud, c. xxi. A twenty-fifth 
r&ce, or mijfus, was added, to complete the number of one hundred 
chariots, four of which, the four colours, Aarted each heat. 
Centum quadrijugos agitabo ad flumina currus. 
It appears, that they ran five or feven times round the Mtta (Sueton, 
in Domitian. c. 4.); and (from the meafure of the Circus Maximus 
at Rome, the Hippodrome at Conftantinople^ &c.) it might be abou( 
z four- mile courfe* 

a* 
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as loft, that was not devoted to the advantaee of chap. 
the public, or the improvement of his own ._^ -^ . 
mind ^\ By this avarice of time, he feemed to 
protrad: the fhort duration of his reign ; and if 
the dates were iefs fecurely afcertained, we ihould 
refufe to believe, that only fixteen months elapfed 
betw:een the death of Conftantius and the depart- December, 
ure of his fucceffor for the Perfian war* The Ma?ch^** 
actions of Julian can only be prefer ved by the a.d.%6i. 
care of the hiftorian ; but the portion of his volu- 
minous writings, which is ftill extant, remains 
as a monument of the application, as well as of 
the genius, of the emperor. The Mifopogon, 
the Csefars, feveral of his orations, and his ela- 
borate work againft the Chriftian religion, were 
compofed in the long nights of the two winters, 
•the former of which he pafled at Conftantinople, 
and the latter at Antioch. 

The ' reformation of the Imperial court was Reforma- 
one of the firft and moft neceffary afts of the "^n®^*** 

'' , palace* 

government of Julian *\ Soon after his entrance 
into the palace of Conflantinople, he had oc- 
ca(ion for the fervice of a barber. An officer, 
magnificently dreffed, immediately prefented him- 
felf. " It is a barber," exclaimed the prince. 


S* Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 34^. JuHut CtsCsr had offended the 
Roman people by reading his difpatches during the a^ual race. 
Augultus indulged their tafte^ or his own, by his conlianr atten- 
tion to the important buiinels ot the Circus, for which he ^lofeiTed 
the warmeit inclination. Sueion. in Auguft. c.xiv. 

53 The reformation of the palace is defcnhed by Ammianut 
(xxii. 4.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. Ixii. p. 288^ &c.), Mamer- 
tinuft (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. ii.)j Socrates (1. iii. c. i*)} and Zu« 
luras''(toiii. ii. 1* xiii» p. %^,). 

with 
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CHAP, viith aSeSttd furprife, " that I want, and not a 
«« receiver-general of the finances ^*.'' He quet 
tioned the man concerning the profits . of his 
employment ; and was informed^ that befides t 
large falary, and fome valuable perquifite$, he 
enjoyed a daily allowance for twenty fervants, 
and as many horfes. A thoufand barbers,, a 
thoufand cup-bearers, a thoufis^d cooks, were 
diftributed in the feveral offices of lu:$ury; and 
the number of eunuchs could be Compared only 
with the infefts of a fummer's day '^ The mo« 
narch who refigned to his iubjeds the fuperi^rity 
of merit and virtue, was diftinguifiied by the 
oppreffive magnificence of his drefs, his tabl^ 
l|is buildings, and his train. The (lately palaces 
ereded by Conftantine and his fons were decoh 
rated with many coloured marbles, and oroa* 
ments of mafly gold. The moft exquifite dainti^ 
were procured, to gratify their pride, rather 
than their tafte ; birds of the moft diftant cU- 
mates, fiih from the mofl: remote Teas, fruits out 
.of their natural feafon, winter rofes, and fummcr 
lhows^% The domeftic crowd of the palace 

furpafled 

54 £go non rutionahm jufli fed tonforem acciri. Zonarat ufes 
the lefs natural image of zjenatwr. Yet an officer of the finances, 
who was fatisfied with wealthy might defire and obtain the honours 
. of the fenate. 

are the original words of Libanius, which I have faithfully quoted, 
' left I fhould be fufpe£led of magnifying the abufes of the royal houfe* 
-h6ld. 

s6 The expreflions of Mamertiaus are lively and forcible. Quia 
ctiam prandioruai ct csnarum laboratat magnitudines Romanua 

popiilui^ 
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furpafled the expeiKre of the legions ; yet the c h a p. 
imalleft part of this coftly multitude was fubfer- 
vient to the ufe, or even to the fplendour, of the 
throne. The monarch was difgraced, and the 
people was injured, by the creation and fale of 
-an infinite number of obfcure, and even titular 
employments ; and the moil worthlefs of man- 
kind might purchafe the privilege of being 
mdxMaintdy without the neceffity of labour, from 
the public revenue. The wafte of an enormous 
houfefaold, the encreafe of fees and perquifites, 
which were foon claimed as a lawful debt, and 
"Ae bribes which they extorted from thofe who 
feared their enmity, or folicited their favour, 
fuddenly enriched thefe haughty menials. They 
abufed their fortune, without confidering then: 
paft, or their future, condition ; and their rapine 
and venality could be equalled only by the ex- 
travagance of their difiipations. Their filken 
robes vK^re embrdldered with gold, their tables 
were ferved with delicacy and profufion j the 
houfes whiqh they built for their own ufe, would 
have covered the farm of 2tn ancient conful ; and 
the mofl: honourable citizens were obliged to 
difmount from their horfes, and refpeftfuUy to 
falute an eunuch whom they met on the public 
highway. The luxury of the palace excited the 
contempt and indignation of Julian, who ufually 
f^epi on the ground, who yielded with reluftance 

populas feniit; cum quacfitifiimse dapes non gufia fed difBcuItati. 
bus seftimarentur s miracula aviuiii» longtnqui maris pifces, aliciii 
femporii pomai xSLiv^ nives, hybern% rofae, 

to 
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CHAP, to the indifpenfable calls of nature ; and who 

XXII . • 

placed his vanity, not in emulating, but in de- 
fpifing, the pomp of royalty. By the total extir- 
pation of a mifchief which was magnified even 
beyond its real extent, he was impatient to re- 
lieve the diftrefs, and to appeafe the murmurs, 
of the people ; who fupport with lefs uneafinefs 
the weight of taxes, if they are convinced that 
the fruits of their induftry are appropriated to 
the fervice of the (late. But in the execution of 
this falutary work, Julian is accufed of proceed- 
ing with too much hade and inconfiderate feve- 
rity. By a fingle edidt, he reduced the palace 
of Conftantiiiople to an immenfe defert, and dif- 
miffed with ignominy the whole train of flaves 
and dependents ", without providing any juft, 
or at lead benevolent, exceptions, for the age, 
the fer vices, or the poverty, of the faithful do- 
meftics of the Imperial family. Such indeed 
was the temper of Julian, who feldom recoUeded 
the fundamental maxim of Ariftotle, that true 
virtue is placed at an equal diftance between the 
oppofite vices. The fplendid and effeminate 
drefs of the Afiatics, the curls and paint, the 
collars and bracelets, which had appeared fo ridi- 
culous in the perfon of Conftantine, were con- 
fidently rejefted by his philofophic fucceffor. 

57 Yet Tuiian himfelf was accufed of beflowing whole towns on 
the eunuchs (Orat. vii. againft Polyclet. p. 117— 117. )• Libanius 
contents himfelf with a cold but pofitive denial of the fa^, which 
feems indeed to belong more properly to Conftantius. This charge, 
however, may allude to fome unknown circumltance* 

But 
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But with the fopperies, Julian aflfefted to re- c h a p. 
nounce the decencies, of drefs ; and feemed to v,.-^^-^ 
value himfelf for his neglefl; of the laws of clean- 
linefs. In a fatirical performance, which was 
defigned for the public eye, the emperor defcants 
with pleafure, and even with pride, on the length 
of his nails, and the inky blacknefs of his hands ; 
protefts, that although the greateft part of his 
body was covered with hair, the ufe of the razor 
was confined to his head alone ; and celebrates, 
with vifible complacency, the fliaggy and popu^ 
ious '* beard, which he fondly cherifhed, after 
the example of the philofophers of Greece. Had 
Julian confulted the fimple didates of reafon, 
the firft magiftrate of the Romans would have 
fcorned the aflfectation of Diogenes, as well as 
that of Darius. 

But the work of public reformation would chamber 
have remained imperfeft, if Julian had only cor- 
reded the abufes, without punifliing the crimes, 
of his predeceffor's reign. " We are now de« 
•* livered,'* fays he, in a familiar letter to one 
of his intimate friends, " we are now furprifingly 
** delivered from the voracious jaws of the Hy« 

«!* In the Mifopogon (p, 33S5 339.) he draws a very finguUr 
pi^'ture of himfelf^ and the following words are ftrangeljr charafler^ 
iftic \ ocvr^ w^cwsQsixa Toy /3a9t/y rarovi fruyunia. . • • rai/ra TOi ha^tov^ 
TOW avs^ofxai rm ^upm o<ne^ ev >joxi^i/\rm ^^mv. The friends of the 
Abbe de la Bleterie adjured him, in the name of the French nation^ 
not to tranilate this pafTage, fo ofFenfive to their delicacy (Hift. de 
Jo?ien, tona. ii. p. 94»)* 'Likt him, I have contented myfelf with a 
tranfient allufion \ bui the little animal| which Julian vamef, is a 
beaft familiar to man, and figaifies love. 

<' dra. 
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CHAP. " dra *^ I do not me^n to apply that epithet 
^ ' "to my brother Conftantius. He is no morej 
" may the earth lie light on his head ! But his 
^^ artful and cruel favourites ftudied to deceive 
*^ and exafperate a prince, whofe natural mild^ 
*' nefs cannot be praifed without fome eflForts of 
" adulation. It is not, however, my intention^ 
** that even thofe men fhould be oppreffed : they 
are accufed, and they (hall enjoy the benefit 
of a fair and impartial trial/' To conduft 
this enquiry, Julian named fix judges of the 
highefl: rank in the fiate and army ; and as he 
wifhed to efcape the reproach of condemning his 
perfonal enemies, he fixed this extraordinary 
tribunal at Chalcedon, on the Afiatic fide of thQ 
Bofphorus ; and transferred to the commifiioners 
an abfolute power to pronounce and execute 
their final fentence, without delay, and withoitt 
appeal. The office of prefid^nt was exercifed 
by the' venerable praefed of the Eaft, a fecond 
Salluft •% whofe virtues conciliated the efleem of 
Greek fophifts, and of Cbriftian bifhops* He 


59 Julian, epift. xxiii. p. 3S9. He ufes the words voXuxs^^xAoy 
^v^'ty in writing to his friend Hermogenes, who, like himreif> was 
converfant with the Greek poets. 

*o The two SallulU, the praefeft of Gaul, and the praefeft of the 
Eaft, muft be carefully diftinguifhed (Hid. des Empereurs, torn. iv« 
p. 696.). I have ufed the furname of Secundus, as a convenient 
epithet. The fecond Salluft extorted the eileem of the Chriftians 
themfelves ; and Gregory Nazianzen, who condemned his religion^ 
bas celebrated his virtues (Orat. iii. p« 90.)* Sc^ a curious note of 
the Abb€ de la Bleterie, Vie de Julien^ p* 3^3* 

i;vas 
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was aflifted by the eloquent Mamertlnus ^% one chap. 
of the confuls eledt, whofe merit is loudly cele- ^.i^^.^ 
brated by the doubtful evidence of his own ap« 
plaufe. But the civil wifdom of two magi- 
ftrates was overbalanced by the ferocious violence 
of four generals, Nevitta, Agllo, Jovinus, and 
Arbetio. Arbetio, whom the public would have 
feen with lefs furprife at the bar* than on the 
bench, was fuppofed to poflefs the fecret of the 
commiffion ; the arpied and angry leaders of the 
Jovian and Herculian bands encompaffed the 
tribunal ; and the judges were alternately fwayed 
by the laws of juftice, and by the clamours of 
fadion **. 

The chamberlain Eufebius, who had fo long Punifli- 
abufed the favour of Conftantius, expiated, by |S*"n^^ 
an ignominious death, the infolence, the corrup- cent and 
tion, and cruelty of his fervile reign. The exe- * «««»*/• 
cutions of Paul and Apodemius (the former of 
whom was burnt alive) were accepted as an in« 
adequate atonement by the widows and orphans 
of fo many hundred Romans, whom thofe legal 
tyrants had betrayed and murdered. But Juftice 
herfelf (if we may ufe the pathetic expreffion of 
Ammianus^^) appeared to weep over the fate 

6* Mamertlnus praifes the emperor (xi. i.) for beftowing the 
offices of Treafurer and Praefr^l on a man of wifdom, firmnefs, ime- 
grity, &c, like himfelf. Yet Ammianus ranks him (xxi. x«} among 
the minifters of Julian, quorum merita norat et fidem. 

^^ The proceedings of this chamber of juftice are related by Am- 
mianus (xxii. ).)> ^^^ praifed by Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 74. 
P* S99> 300.) • 

^i Urfuli vero necem ipfa mihi videtur flelTe juftitia. Libaniut^ 
who imputes his death to the foldiersy attempts to criminate the 
count of the largeifes, 

*Q of 
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CHAP, of Urfulus, the treafurer of the empire ; and hb 

XXII • • 

blood accufed the ingratitude of Julian, whofe 
diftrefs had been feafonably relieved by the in- 
trepid liberality of uhat honeft miniften The 
rage of the foldiers, whom he had provoked by 
his indifcrction, was the caufe and the excufe of 
his death ; and the emperor, deeply wounded by 
his own reproaches and thofe of the public, 
offered fome confolation to the family of Urfulus, 
by the reftitution of his confifcated fortunes. 
Before the end of the year in which they had 
been adorned with the enfigns of the prcfefture 
and confulfliip **% Taurus and Florentius were 
reduced to implore the clemency of the inex- 
orable tribunal of Chalcedon, The former was 
baniflied to Vercellae in Italy, and a fentence of 
death was pronounced againft the latter. A wife 
prince fiiould have rewarded the crime of Tau- 
rus : the faithful minifter, when he was no 
longer able to oppofe the progrefs of a rebel, 
had taken refuge in the court of his benefaftor 
and his lawful fovereign. But the guilt of Flo- 
rentius juftified the feverity of the judges ; and 
his efcape ferVed to difplay the magnanimity of 
Julian; who nobly checked the interefted dili- 
gence of an informer, and refufed to learn what 
place concealed the wretched fugitive from his 

^4 Such refpeft was ftill entertained for ih« venerable names of 
the commonwealth, that the public was fiirpriied and fcandalized 
to hear Taurus fummoned as a criminal under the conAiKhip of 
Taurus. The fummons of his colleague Floreiuius was probably 
delayed till the coroniencement of the enfuing ye^r. . 

juft 
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mft tefenjtment \ Some m6nths after the tri« c ^ p. 
Dunal of Chalcedon had been diflblved, the pras* 
torian vicegerent of Africa, the notary Gaudea- 
tins, and Artemius ^' duke of Egy{>t9 were ese* 
liuted at Antioch. Artemius had reigned the 
cruel and corrupt tyrant of a great province} 
Caudentius had long pra£tifed the arts of ca» 
lumny againft the innocent, the virtuous, and 
even the perfon of Julian himfelf. Tet the 
drcumftances of their trial and condemnatioa 
were fo unikilfully managed, that thefe wicked 
Bien obtained, in the public opinion, the glory 
of fuffering for the obftinate loyalty with with 
they had fbpported the caufe of Conftantius. 
The reft of his fervants were protected by a ge* 
neral afl of oblivion ; and they were left to enjoy 
with impunity the bribes which they had ac« 
cepted, either to defend the op[»'efled, or to 
opprefs the friendlefs. This meafure, which, on 
thefoundeft principles of policy, may deferve 
our approbation, was executed in- a manner which 
feemed to degrade the majefty of the throne* 
Julian was tormented by the importunities of a 
multitude^ particularly of Egyptians, who loudly 
demanded the gifts which they had imprudently 

^S Ammian. xx. 7, 

^ For the guilt and punifhmcnt ef Artemius, fee Julian (Epift. x. 
P* 379*}> ^^^ Ammianus (xxii. 6. and Valef. ad ioc.)* The 
merit of Artoniut, who demolifhed tcmple8» and was put to deatk 
by an apoftate, hat tempted the Greek and Latin churches to ho* 
Door htm as a martyr. But as ecclefiaftical hiftory atte^tf tha^ he 
was not only a tyrant, but an Arian, it is not altogether eafy to 
juftify this indifcreet proutotioA. Tillenaont» Ecclef* torn. vii« 
p. 1319. 
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or illegally beftowed ; he forefaw. the endfeCi 
profecution of vexatious fairs ; and he engaged 
a promife, which ought always to have been 
facred, that if they would repair to Chalcedony 
he would meet them in perfon, to hear and 
determine their complaints. But as foon as they 
were landed, he iffued an abfolute order, which 
prohibited the watermen from trahfporting any 
Egyptian to Conftantinople ; and thus detained 
his difapfKrinted clients on the Afiatic (hore, till 
their patience and money being utterly exhaufted^ 
they were obliged to return with indignant mur- 
murs to their native country *'. i 
The numerous army of fpies, of agents, and 
informers, enliiled by Conftantius to fecure the 
repofe of one maxi, and to interrupt that of . mil-, 
lions, was immediately difbanded by his gene* 
rous fucceffor. Julian was (low in his fufpicions, 
and gentle in his punifliments ; and his contempt 
of treafon was the refult of judgment, of vanity, 
and of couiage* Confcious of fuperior merit, 
he was perfuaded that few among his fubjefts 
would dare to meet him in the field, to attempt 
his life, or even to feat themfelves on his vacant 
throne. The philofopher could excufe the hafty 
failles of difcontent; and the hero could defpife 
the ambitious projefts which furpaffed the for- 
tune or the abilities of the rafii confpirators. A 
citizen of Ancyra had prepared for his own ufe 


^*l See Ammian. xxIi. 6. and Valef. ad locum ; and the Codeir 
Theodoiianiis, 1. ii. tit, xxxix. leg, i. j and Godcfioy's Coramen- 
tary, torn. i. p. ^\%. ad locum. 
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k purple garment ; and this indifcreet aflion^' cu ap. 
which, under the reign df Conftaxitius, would 
have t.-en confidered as a capital dffenicb**, wad 
reported to Julian by the ofBcious importunity 
of a private enemy. The. monarch, after mak* 
ing fome inquiry into the rank and charafter of 
his rival, difpatched the informer with a prefent 
of a pair of purple flippers, to complete the 
magnificence of his Imperial habit. A more 
dangerous confpiracy was formed by ten of the 
domeftic guards, who had refolved to aflaflinate 
Julian in the field of exercife near Antioch. 
Their intemperance revealed their guilt; and 
they were conduced in chains to the prefence of 
their injured fovereign, who,' after a lively re- 
prefentation of the wickednefs and folly of their 
enterprife, inftead of a death of torture, which 
they deferved and expefted, pronounced a fen- 
tence of exile againft the two principal offenders* 
The only inftance in which Julian feemed to de- 
part from his accullomed clemency, was the'exe^ 
cution of a rafh youth, who, with a feeble hand, 
had afpired to feize the reins of empire. But 
that youth was the fon of Marcellus, the general 
of cavalry, who, in the firft campaign of the 

^* The prefident Monte(<]uIeu (Con{iderations Air la Grandeur, 
ice, des Romains, c. xiv. in his works, lom. iii. p. 448, 44.9.^ 
excofcs this minute end abfurd tyranny, by fuppofing, that anions 
the mod inUiiferent in our eyes might excite^ in a Roman minJ» 
the idea of guilt ami d'anger. This ftrange apology vs fupporteci 
by« ftrange mifapprehenfion of the £ngiilh kws, " chez une na. 
** tion •' • . • Ott il eft defcndu de boire a la (ami d'uoc certdjOQ 
*"« pcrfunD*/* 
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CHAP. Gallic waf , had deferted the ftandard of the Car- 
far, and the republip. Without appearing to 
ipidulge hijj perfonal refcntment, Julian might 
eafily confound the crime of the fon and of the 
father ; but he was reconciled by the diftrefs of 
Marcellus, and the liberality of the emperor en- 
deavoured to heal the wound which had been in- 
fliaed by the hand of juftice '^. 

Julian was not infenfible of th^ advantages of 
freedom, freedom '^ From his ftudies he had imbibed 
rcpubifc. the fpirit of ancient fages and heroes : his life 
and fortunes had depended on the caprice of. 9 
tyrant ; and when he afcended the throne, his 
pride was fometimes mortified by the refleftion:^ 
that the flaves who would not dare to cenfure 
his defefts, were not worthy to applaud his vir* 
tues^*. He fmcerely abhorred the fyftem of 
Oriental defpotifm, which Diocletian, Conflan- 
tine, and the patient habits of fourfcore years, 
had eftablifhed in the empire. A motive of fu- 
perftition prevented the execution of the defiga 
which Julian had frequently meditated, of re* 
lieving his head from the weighf of a coftly 

*'9 The clemency of Julian, and the cor.fpiracy which was formcci 
agai^ft his life at- Antioch, aie tltfcnbed by Ammianus (xxii. 9» 
10. and Valef. ad loc), and Libanius (Or.u. Parent, c. 99. p. sij.), 

7«> According to foine, fays Ariftotlc (as he is quoied by Julian 
ad Thcmift. p. 461.), tjie form of rthfoluie government, thecra.^- 
^acriXfiia, is contrary to nature. Both the prince and the phijofopher 
chufe, however, to involve this eiernal tru^Hi. artful and laboured 
obscurity. 

7«. That fcntiment is exprcfled almoft in the words of JulFan hiin- 
feif. Ammiah* xxit.«p. . ; 

diadeni : 
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diadem '•: but be abfolutely refufed the title of ^ j^^u^* 
Pominui^ or Lord^^^ a word which was grown fo <— ^^^iw 
familiar to the ears of the Romans, that they no 
jbnger reipembered its fervile and humiliating 
origin. The office, or rather the name, of con- 
ful, was chertflied by a prince who contemplated 
with reference the ruins of the republic ; and 
the fame behaviour which had been aflumed by 
the prudence of Auguftus, was adopted by Julian 
from choice and inclination. On the calends of a. d. 36s, 
January, at break of day, the new confuls. Ma- J*"* *• 
mertinus and Nevitta, haftened to the palace to 
falute the emperor. As foon as he was informed 
of their approach, he leaped from his throne, 
eagerly advanced to meet them, and compelled 
the blufhing magiftrates to receive the demon* 
ftratfens of his affeded humility. From the 
palace they proceeded to the (enate. The empe- 
ror, on foot, marched before their litters; and 
the ga:2ung multitude admired the image of an- 
cient times, or fecretly blamed a condud, which, 
in their eyes, degraded the majefty of the 

7* Libantut (Orat. Parent, c. 95.' p. 3io.)» ^'^^ mentions the 
wifh and deHgn of Julian, rnfinoate;;, in myfterinati language (6t»f 
afTtf ywnm • • • • «XX' uv aiAtffvf « x^\vtaf'), that the emperor was re- 
trained by feme particular revelation. 

71 Julian in Mifopogon, p. 343. As he never aboIlfhe4, by aiiy 
public law, the proud appellations of Defpot, or Dminus, fhey are 
ftill extant on his medals (Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 3S, 39.] i 
and the private difpleafure which he affe^led to exprefs, only gave 
a different tone to the fervility of the court. The Abbe de la Ble- 
terie (tlift. de Jovien, torn. ii. p. 99 — 102.) has curioufly traced 
the origin and progrefs of the word DwUnus under the Imperial 
fOTernment, 
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^ xxis^* purple '*. ' But the behaviour oF Jufian was^ \mU 
formly fupported. During the games of th«| 
Circus, he had, irfiprudently or defignedly, per? 
formed the manumiilion of a Have in the pre^^ 
fenc^ of the confuL The moment he was re^ 
minded that he had trefpaiFed on the jurifdi£)ioa 
of another magiftrate, he condemned himfelf td 
pay a fine of ten pounds of gold ; and embraced 
this public occafion . of declaring to the worlds 
that he was fubjed, like the refl: of his fellow- 
jcitizens, to the laws", and even to the.form^^ 
pf the republic. The fpirit of his adminiftra- 
tion, and his regard for the place of his nativity, 
induced Julian to confer on the fenate of Con- 
ftantinople, the. fame honours, privileges, and 
authority, which were ftill enjoyed by the fenate 
of ancient Rome^^ A legal fidion was intro- 
duced, and gradually eftabliihed, that one half 
of the national council had migrated into the 
Eaft : and the defpotic fucceffors of Julian, ac- 
cepting the title of Senators, acknowledged them* 
felves the members of a refpe&able l>ody, which 

•74 Ammian. xxii. 7. The conful Mamertinus (jn Panpgyr. 
Vet. xi. %i, 29, 30 ) celebrates the aufpicious flay, ii|ce an elo* 
quent 4aye> aftoniihed an4 intoxicatec) by (tie; pon^efcenfion of hjs 
ibafter* 

75 PerfQnal fatire was condemned by the laws of the tvplve 
tables; * 

Si male condiderit in quern quia carmina, )us ell; 
Judiciumque.'i 
^lian (in Mifopogon, p, 337,) owns himfelf ful^Jeft \o \he lav I 
and the Abbe de ia Bleterie ' (Hift. de Jovien, torn. ii. p. ^1.) hat 
eagerly embraced a declaration fo agreeable to his own fyileiD; aa4 
indeed to the true fpirit, of the Imperial conftitution* 
7^ Zoiimus^ 1. iii. p, 158* 
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tras permitted to reprefent the majefty of the ^^xii^ 
Roman name. From Conftantinople, the attcn- <— -^■^i^ 
don of the monarch was extended to the muni- 
cipal fenates of the provinces. He aboh'Bied, 
by repeated edi^s, the unjuftxand pernicious ex- 
emptions, which had withdrawn fo many idle 
citizens from the fervice of their country ; and 
by impofing an equal diftribution of public du* 
ties, he reftored the ftrength, the fplendour, or, 
aiccording to the glowing expreffion of Liba- 
nius '% the foul of the expiring cities of his 
empire. The venerable age of Greece excited Hitcin 
the moft tender compaffion in the mind of Ju- GnwStn 
lian ; which kindled into rapture when he recol- «»**«•• 
leQed the gods; the heroes; and the men fu- 
perior to heroes and to gods ; who had bequeathed 
to the lateft pofterity the monuments of their 
genius, or the example of their virtues. He re- 
lieved the diftrefs, and reftored the beauty, of 
the cities of Epirus and Peloponnefus '*. Athens 
acknowledged him for her benefaftor; Argos, 
for her deliverer. The pride of Corinth, again 
rifing from her ruins with the honours of a Ro- 

77 *H Tvi Povknq kt^u? \^7C^ ffoXiw? ir*y» Sw Libanitis (Orat. Paff nt. 
c 7S. p. 296.), Ainmtanus (xxii. 9.)> and the Theodofian Code 
(1. xii. tiu i. Irg. 50—55.), wiih Godefroy^s Commentai^ (tom. ir. 
p. 390— 402.). Vet the whole fubjc^l of the Curia^ notwithftanding 
very ample materials, ftill remains the moft obfcure in the legal hiftory 
pf the empire. 

78 Qnae paulo ante arida et fjti anhelantia vifebantur, ca nunc 
perltii, mundaiii maderej Fora, Deanibulaci'a, Gymnaiia, laetis eC 
gaudentibus populis frequentari j dies feftos, et celebrari vetercs, et 
novos in honorem principis confecrari (Mamertin. xi. 9.}. He par- 
ticnlarly reftored the city of Nicopolic, and the Aftiae gatues^ wbicb 
l^ad been inftituted by AuguAus. 
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CHAP, man colpny, exafled a tribute from the adjacent 
republics, for the purpofe of defrayipg the games 
pf the Ifthmus, which were celebrated in the 
amphitheatre with the hunting of bears and ppn^ 
thers. From this tribute the cities of Elis,. of 
Delphi, and of Argos, which had inherited from 
their remote anceftors the facred office of perpcr 
tuating the Olympic, the Pythian, and the Ner 
mean games, claimed a juft: exemption. Th§ 
immunity of Elis and Delphi was refpeded by 
the Corinthians ; but the poverty of Argos 
tempted the infplence of oppreffion ; and the ' 
feeble complaints of* its deputies were filenced 
^y the decree of a provincial magiftrate, who 
feems to have confulted only the intereft of th? 
capital, in which he r^fided. Seven years after 
this fentence, Julian '^ allowed the caufe to b^ 
. referred to a fuperior tribunal ; and his eloquence 
V^as interpofed, mod probably with fuccefs, in 
the defence of a pity, whiqh had been the royal 
feat of Agamemnon '% and had given to Mace^ 
^pnia a race of kings ^4 conquer or $ "• 

79 Julian, Epift. xxxv. p. 407->4ti, This eptftley which illuf-* 
fr»tet the declining age of Greece, is omitted by the Abbe de la 
Bleterie ^ and ftrangely disfigured by the Latin tranilator, who^ by 
rendering »ttKUf»f trihutum, and Jiivr^^ ff^uUu^ dire6iJy contradifl^ 
the fenfe of the original. 

^° He reigned in Mycenae, at the diftaace of fifty ftadia, or fix 
iniies, from Argos; but thofe cities^ which alternately flouriihedy 
are confounded by the Greek poets, Stirabo, U v'liu p. 579. edit^ 
Amftel. 1707. 

*' Mariham, Canon. Chron. p. 411. This pedigree from Te- 
inentis and Hercules maybe fufpiciouss yet it was allowed, afteip 
I ftri^ inc^uiry by the judges of t^9 Olympic games (Herodot. 1. v. 
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' TTi€ laborious adminiftration of military and c: h a p. 
civil affairs, which were multiplied in proportion n^-^vw 
to the extent of the empire, exercifed the abi- J"*'*"**"* 

1 r orator an<l 

lilies of Juhan; but he frequently aflfumed the ajuJg^ 
two charaders of Orator ** and of Judge ", which 
are almoft unknown to the modern fovereigns of 
Europe. The arts of perfuafion, fo diligently 
cultivated by the firft Csefars, were negleded by 
the nuUtary ignorance, and Aiiatic pride, of their 
fucceffors j and if they condefcended to harangue 
the foldiers, whom they feared, they treated 
with filent difdain the fenators, whom they de* 
fpifed. The affemblies of the fenate, which 
Conftantius had avoided, were confidered by Ju« 
lian as the place where he could exhibit, with 
the mod propriety, the maxims of a republican, 

c« i%«)» at a time, when the Macedonian kings were obfcure and 
unpopular in Greece. V/hen the Achaean league declared againft 
Philip, it was thought decent that the deputies of Argos ibould re- 
tire ( r. Liv. xxxii. i«.}. 

'* His eloquence is celebrated by Libanius (Orat. Parent, c* 75, 
76. p. 300, 30i.)ff who diiiin^ly mentions the orators of Homer« 
Socrates (1. iii. c. x.) has raflily aflerted that Julian was the only 
prince, fince Julius Caefar, who harangued the fenate. All the 
predeceiTors of Nero (Tacit. Annal. xiii. 3.}^ and many of his 
fucceifors, poflfeffed the faculty oi^^ fpeaking in public; and it might 
b« proved, by various examples, that they frequently exercifed it ia 
the fenate. 

^1 Ammianus (xxii. 10.) has impartially ftated the merits and 
defers of his judicial proceedings. Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 90, 
9<» P* 3251 &€•) 1^>* ^^^^ only the fair iidf, and his picture, if it 
flatters the perfon, exprefles at leaft the duties, of the Judge Gre- 
gory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 120.,), who fuppreffes the virtses, and 
exaggerates even the venial faults, of the apoftate; triuntphantly 
alks. Whether fuch a judge was fit to be icatcd between Minos and 
|^<|d^inaiuhus^ In the £Iyfian fields \ 

I 8md 
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^ xx^n' ^^^ ^^^ talents of a rhetoriciali. He alternatrfy 
praflifed, as in a fchool of declamation, the fe« 
veral modes of praife, of cenfure, of exhortation ; 
and his friend Libanius has remarked, that the 
ftudy of Homer taught him to imitate the fimple, 
concife ftyle of Menelaus, the copioufnefs of 
Neftor, whofe words defcended like the flakes of 
a winter's fnow, or the pathetic and forcible 
eloquence of Ulyfles. The funftions of a judge, 
which are fometimes incompatible with thofe of 
a prince, were exercifed by Julian, not only as 
a duty, but as an amufement ; and although he 
might have trufted the integrity and difcernment 
of his Praetorian prefers, he often placed himfelf 
by 'their fide on the feat of judgment. The 
acute penetration of his mind was agreeably oc- 
cupied in detefting and defeating the chicanery 
of the advocates, who laboured to difguife the 
truth of fafts, and to pervert the^enfe of the 
laws. He fometimes forgot the gravity of his 
flation, aiked indifcreet or unfeafohable queftions, 
and betrayed, by the loudnefs of his voice, and 
the agitation of his body, the earned vehemence 
with which he maintained his opinion againft the 
judges, the advocates, tmd their clients. But 
his knowledge of his own temper prompted him 
to encourage, and even to foKcit, the reproof of 
his friends and minifters; and whenever they 
ventured to oppofe the -irregular fallies of his 
paffions, the fpeftators could obferve the fliame, 
as well as the gratitude, of their monarch. The 
decrees of Julian were almoft always founded on 

the 
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the principles ofjuftice; and he had the firmnefe ^xxti.**' 
to Tcfift the two mod dangerous temptations, * *— w — *^ 
which aflault the tribunal of a fovereign, under 
the fpecious forms of .^ompaflion and equity. 
He decided the merits of the caufe without 
weighing the circumdances of the parties;, and 
the poor, whom he wiihed to relieve, were con- 
demned to fatisfy the juft demands of a noble 
and wealthy adverfary. He carefully diftin^ 
guifiied the judge from the legiflator'^; and 
though he meditated a neceflary reformation of 
the Roman jurifprudence, he pronounced fen- 
tence according to the flri£t and literal in- 
terpretation of thofe laws, which the magiftrates 
were bound to execute, and the fubjeds to 
obey. 

The generality of princes, if they were ftripped His cha. '^^ 
of their purple, and caft naked into the world, "^"' 
would immediately fink to the lowed rank of 
fociety, without a hope of emerging from their 
obfcurity. But the perfonal merit of Julian was, ii 

in fome meafure, independent of his fortune. 
Whatever had been his choice of life ; by the 
force of intrepid courage, lively wit, and intenfe 
application, he would have obtained, or at lead 

94 of the \zyf& which Julian enabled in a reign of fixteen mofitlis^ 
fifty-four have been admitted into the Codes of Theodofius and 
Joftinian. (Gothofred. ChTon. Legutn, p. 64. — 67.) The Ahbc 
idela Bieterte (torn, ii. p. t^9'— 336*) has chofcn one of thefe laws 
to give an idea of Julianas Latin Style, which is forcible and elabo- 
pte^ but Icfs pure than his Greek. 

he 
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CHAP, he would have deferved, the higheft honours of 
his profeffion; and Julian might have raifed 
himfelf to the rank of minifter^ or general, of 
the ftate in which he wa3 born a private citizen. 
If the jealous caprice of power had difappointed 
his expedations( if he had prudently declined 
the paths of greatnefs, the employment of the 
fame talents in ftudious foliti^de, would have 
placed, beyond the reach of kings, his prefent 
happinefs and his immortal fame. When w^ 
infped, with minute, or perhaps malevolent at<- 
tention, the portrait of Julian, fomething feemg 
wanting to the grace and perfeftion of the whole 
figure. His genius was lefs powerful and fuU 
lime than that of Csefar ; nor. did he poflefs the 
confummate prudence of Auguftus. The virtues 
of Trajan appear more fteady and natural, and 
the philofophy of Marcus is more fimple and 
confident. Yet Julian fufiained adverfity with 
firmnefs, and profperity with moderation. After 
an interval of one hundred and twenty yeavs from 
the death of Alexander Severus, the Romans 
beheld an emperor who made no diftindion be}- 
tween his duties and his pleafures ; who laboured 
to relieve the diftrefs, and to revive the fpiric, 
of his fubje£ts ; and who endeavoured always to 
cotmeft authority with merit, and happinefs with 
virtue. Even faftion, and religious fadion, was 
conftrained to acknowledge thefuperiority of his 
genius, in peace as well as in war ; and to cori; 
fefs^ with a figh, that the apoftate Julian was ^ 

lover 
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lover of his country, and that he deferved the ^ •* ^ p. 
empire of the world "• 


'5 - ... Du^or-fortiflimus armis; 

Conditor et legnm celehernmus } ore niaruqu« 
Confultor patriae } fed non confultor babendse 
JRcligionis ; amani tercentu^n millia Divum* 
Per/idus ille Deo, fed non et pcifidus orbi. 

Prudent. Apotheoiit, 450, &e* 
The confcioufnefft of a generouf fentim^t feens to have nuMtbc 
Chriftian poet above ht» ufuul mediocrity. 
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The Religion of Julian. — Univerfat T^oleratidn* — He 
attempts to rejiore and reform the Pagan Worjhip 
•^to rebuild the Temple of yerufalem.'-^His artful 
Perfecution of the Chriflians.'^Mutual Zeal and 
Injujiice. 

CHAP. HP HE charafter of Apoftate has injured the 
, ^]^^^ ■*• reputation of Julian; and the enthufiafm 
Religion which clouded his virtues, has exaggerated the 
«f Julian, ygj^j ^j^j apparent magnitude of his faults. Our 
partial ignorance may reprefent him as a philo- 
fophic monarch, who ftudied to protect, with an 
equal hand, the religious faftions of the empire ; 
and to allay the theological fever which had in- 
flamed the minds of the people, from the edids 
of Diocletian to the exile of Athanafius. A 
more accurate view of the character and conduct 
of Julian, will remove this favourable prepoflfeC- 
iion for a prince who did not efcape the general 
contagion of the times. We enjoy the fingular 
advantage of comparing the piftures which have 
been delineated by his fondefl: admirers, and his 
in^placable enemies. The actions of Julian are 
faithfully related by a Judicious and candid hif« 
torian^ the impartial fpe^ator of his life and 
death. The unanimous evidence of his contem- 
poraries is confirmed by the public and private 
declarations of the emperor himfelf; and his 

various 
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taiioas writings exprefs the uniform tenor of his ^ " ^ p. 

religious fentiments, which policy would have 

pron^sted him to difTemble rather than to aifed. 

A devout and iincere attachment for the gods of 

Athens and Rome, conflituted the ruling paflion 

of Julian * ; the powers of an enlightened under- 

(landing were betrayed and corrupted by the 

influence of fuperftitious prejudice ; and the 

phantoms which exifted only in the mind of the 

emperor, had a real and pernicious effeft on the 

government of the empire. The vehement zeal 

of the Chriftians, who defpifed the worfhip, and 

overturned the altars, of thofe fabulous deities, 

engaged their votary in a ftate of irreconcileable 

hoftility with a very numerous party of his fub- 

je£ts; and he was fometimes tempted, by the 

defire of vidory, or the fhame of a repulfe, tp 

violate the laws of prudence, and even of juflice. 

The triumph of the party, which he deferted and 

oppofed, has fixed a ftain of infamy on the name 

of Julian ; and the unfuccefsful apoftate has been 

overwhelmed with a torrent of pious inveflives, 

of which the fignal was given by the fonorous 

trumpet* of Gregory Na2ianzen^ The inte- 

refting . 

» I fliaU tranfcribe Tome of his own exprellions from a fli orf reli- 
gious difcoarfe which the Imperial pontiff compofcd to cenfure the 
boUl impiety of a Cynic : AX\' o^wj arw on ti raq Giaf re^^ixa, xa* ^Aw, 

Q(a *50f wyocQui Jetrwora^, xgoc Ma^rxaXtf?, s-po? tt*- tgaj, sr^o, K.y.o:^;as'. 
Oral. vli. p. an. The variety and copioufncls ol tin: Gictk tongue 
leems inadequate th the fervour of his {icvctlon, 

* The orator, wi;h fome eJot;usnce, much enthnfiafm, nnd more 
9^ity, addrcIT:* his difccurfc to heaven and eajih, to men and ai>- 
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c H A P. rafting nature of the events which were crdwded 
y.^^^'-^f into the fhort reign of this adive emperor, deferve 
a juft and circumftantial narrative^ His m^iii^s, 
his counfels, and his adions, as far as they ai'e con^ 
neded with the hiftory of religion, will be the fub< 
jeft of the prefent chapter. 
Hisedu- The caufe of his flrange and £atal apoftacy^ 
apoftacyT* ^^Y ^® derived from the early period of his lifc^ 
when he was left an orphan in the hands of the 
murderers of his family. The names of Chrift 
and of Conftantius, the Ideas of flavery and lof 
religion, were foon aflbciated in a youthful ima^ 
gination, which was fufceptible of the moft iirehf 
impreflions. The care of his infancy was en^* 
trufted to Eufebius, biihop of Nicomedia% who 
was related to him on the fide of his mother; 
and till Julian reached the twentieth year of hicr 
age, he received from his Chriflian preceptor^ 

• 

gHs, to the lix'ing nnd the dead j and above all, to the great Con-> 
liantius (c* ti? »kj^i^, an odd P9gan exprefTion). He conclndet 
with a bold aflfurancey that he has ^re^led a monament not leftdtf*- 
rable, and much noore portable, than the columns' of Hercules. $ef 
Cre^, Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. 50. iv. p. 134.. 

9 See this long inve6live, which has been injudicioufly divided 
into two orations in Gregory's W^orks, torn. i. p. 49—134. Paris, 
1630. It wat publi/hed by Giegoryand his firiend Balil (iv. p. 133.)^ 
ibdutTix months after the death of Julian, when his remains had 
been carried to Tarfus. (iv. p. 120.) ; btit while Jovian was ftill .on 
the thfone (iii. p. 54. tv. p. 117.). I have derived much affiftaRce 
from a French verfton and remarks, printed at Lyons <735. 
' 4 Nicomediae ab Eufebio educatus Epifcopo, quern genere loft* 
gius continget)at. (Ammian. xxii. 9.} Julian never exprefTes any 
gratitude towards that Arian prelate $ but he celebrates his preceptor, 
the eunuch Mardonius, and defcribes his mode of education, which 
infpired his pupil with a paflionate admiration for the genius, and per* 
baps the religion, of Homer. MiA>pogon, p. 3511 35a* 

the^ 
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the education not of a hero, but of a faint. The chap. 
emperor, lefs jealous of a heavenly, than of an 
earthly crown, contented himfelf with the im- 
perfed charafter of a catechumen, while he 
beftowed the advantages of baptifm' on the 
nephews of Conftantine ®. They were even ad- 
mitted to the inferior offices of the ecclefiaftical 
order ; and Julian publicly read the Holy Scrip* 
tures in the. church of Nicomedia. The ftudy 
of, religioni, which they afliduoufly cultivated, 
appeared to produce the faireft fruits of faith and 
devotion ^ They prayed, they fafted, they dif- 
tributed alms to the poor, gifts to the clergy, 
and obladons to the tombs . of the martyrs ; and 
the fplendid monument of St. Mamas, at Cas- 
farea, was eredled, or at leafl: was undertaken, 
by the joint labour of Gallus and Julian *. They 
refpeftfully converfed with the bifliops who were 
eminent for fuperior fandity, and folicited the 
benedidlon of the monks and hermits, who had 
introduced into Cappadocia the voluntary hard- 

5 Greg. Naz. iii. p. 70. He laboured to efface that holy mark lA 
the blood, perhaps df a. Taurobblium. Baroo. Annal. Ecclef. A* D« 
361. No. 39 4* . 

Julian himfelf (Epid. Vu p. 454.) afTures the Alexandrians that 
he had been a Chriftian (he muft me^h afincere one) till the twentieth 
year of his age. 

7 See his Chrifti«ni and even eccleflaftical education, in Gregory 
(iii» p. 58.}t Socrates (1. iii. c. i.), and Sozomen, (l.v. c. 3.)« 
He efcaped very narrowly from being a bifliop^ and perhaps a faint. 

* The (hare of the Work which had been allotted to Gallus*' was 
profecuted with vigour and fuccefs $ but the earth obftinately rejected 
find fubverted the ftru^ures which were impofed by the facrilcgious 
hand of Julian. Greg. iii. p. 59, 60, 61 • Such a partial earthquake, 
attefted by many living fpe^ators, would form one of the cleared 
miracles in eccleiiaftica] ftory. 

Vot. IV. F fliips 
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CHAP, fhips of the afcetic life^ As the two princes 
advanced towards the years of manhood, they 
difcoveredj in their religious fentiments, the di& 
ference of their charaders. The dull and ob« 
flinate underilanding of Gallus embraced, with 
implicit zeal, the dodrines of Chriftianity ; which 
never influenced his conduct, or moderated his 
paflions. The mild difpofition of the younger 
brother was lefs repugnant to the precepts of the 
Gofpel ; and his adive curiofity might have been 
gratified by a theological fyftem, which explains 
the myflerious efTence of the Deity ; and opens 
the boundlefs profpeft of invifible and future 
worlds. But the independent fpirit of Julian 
refufed to yield the paffive and unrefifling obe- 
dience which was required, in the name of reli- 
gion, by the haughty minifters of the church* 
Their fpeculative opinions were impofed as 
pofitive laws, and guarded by the terrors of 
eternal puniiBiments j but while they prefcribed 
the rigid formulary of the thoughts, the words, 
and the adlions of the young prince ; whilfl they 
lilenced hi$ objeftions, and feverely checked the 
freedom of his enquiries, they fecretly provoked 
his impatient genius to difclaim the authority of 
his ecclefiaftical guides. He was educated in 
the Leffer Afia, amidfl the fcandals of the Ariau. 

• 

9 T\\t pbilpjopher (Fragment^ p. 288.) ridicules the iron-chains, &c« 
of theie folitafy fanatics (fee Tilleroont, Mem. Ecclef, torn. ix. 
p. 66I9 662. }» who had forgot that man is by nature a gentle and 
focial aniinaly wf^^tD'aa ^xxru nvoXirtKH ^ua xou iiii^a. The Pagan fup- 
Jpofes, that becaufe they had renounced the gods, they were poflefled 
auid tormented by evil demons. 

centre- 
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controverfy ". The fierce contefts of the Eafteril chap. 
bifhops, the inceflant alterations of their creeds, '^m-^-^ 
and the profane motives which appeared to 
aftuate their condud, infenfibly flrengthened the 
prejudice of Julian, that they neither under flood 
nor believed the religion for which they fo fiercely 
contended. Inftead of liftening to the proofs of 
Chriftianity with' that favourable attention which 
adds weight to th6 moil refpe&able evidence, 
he heard with fufpicion, and difputed with ob« 
flinacy and acutenefs, the dodrines for which 
he already entertained an invincible averflon* 
Whenever the young princes were direded to 
compofe declamations on the fubjed of the pre- 
vailing controverfies, Julian always declared him- 
felf the advocate of Paganifm ; under the fpecious 
ezcufe that, in the defence of the weaker caufe, his 
learning and ingenuity might be more advantage- 
oully exercifed and difplayed. 

As foon as Gall us was invefted with the ho- Heem- 
nours of the purple, Julian was permitted to ^*jj^*|^* 
breathe the air of freedom, of literature, and of of Pagan- 
Paganifm". The crowd of fophifts, who w«re *^'"* 
attracted by the tafte and liberiility of their royal 
pupil, had formed a ftrid alliance between the 

>o See Julian apud Cyril. !• vi. p. 206. I. viii, p. 253. %€%• 
" You pcrfecutc,** fays he, **^ thofe heretics who do not mourn the 
*' dead man precifely in the way which you approve." He fliews 
himfelf a tolerable theologian ; but he maintains that the Chriftian 
Trinity is not derived from the do^rine of Paul^ of Jefus, or of 
Mofes. 

*« Libaniusy Orat, Parentalis, c. 9, 10. p. 131, &c. Greg, ifa- 

^zianzen, Orat. iii. pi 61. Eunap. Vit. Sophift* in Maximo, p. 69, 

69,70* Edit, Commelin* ^ ^ 

F 2 learning 
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chap; learning and the religion of Greece ; and the 
poems of Homer, inflead of being admired as the 
original produdions of human genius, were feri- 
oufly aferibed to the heavenly infpiration of 
Apollo and the mufes. The deities of Olympus, 
as they are painted by the immortal bard, im- 
print themfelves on the minds which are the leaft 
addifted to fuperftitious credulity. Our familiar 
knowledge of their names and charafters, their 
forms and attributes, feenu to bellow on thofe 
airy beings a real and fubftantial exiftence; and 
the pleafing enchantment produces an imperfefl: 
and momentary aflent of the imagination to 
thofe fables, which are the mod repugnant to 
cur reafon and experience. In the age of Julian> 
every circumftance contributed to prolong and 
fortify the illufion ; the magnificent > temples of 
•Greece and Afia ; the works of thofe artifts who 
had exprefled, in painting or in fculpture, the 
divine conceptions of the poetj the pomp of 
feftivals and facrifices; the fuccefsful arts of 
divination; the popular traditions of oracles and 
}Mbdigies ; and the ancient pradice of two thou- 
fand years. The weaknefs of polythcifm was, in 
fome meafure, excufed by the moderation of its 
claims ; and the devotion of the Pagans was not 
incompatible with the moft licentious fcepticifm "*. 
Inftead of an indivifible and regular fyftem, 

'^ A modern philofopher lias ingenioufly compared tho diiFerant 
operation of theifm and polytheifmy with regard to the doubt or con- 
vi6)ion which they produce in the human mind. See Ilume^s Eflays. 
voU ii. p«444~"4J7. in 8vo edit, 1777. 

which 
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•which occupies the whole extent of the believing 
mind 9 the mythology of the Greeks was com- 
pofed of a thoufand loofe and flexible parts, and 
the fervant of the gods was at liberty to define 
the degree and meafure of his religious faith. 
The creed which Julian adopted for his own ufe, 
was of the largeft dimenfions ; and^ by a ftrange 
contradiction, he difdaine^^d the falutary yoke of 
the Gofpel, whilft he made a voluntary offer- 
ing of his reafon on the altars of Jupiter and 
Apollo. One of the orations of Julian is con- 
fecrated to the honour of Cybele, the mother of 
the gods, who required from her effeminate 
priefts the bloody facrifice, fo raflily performed 
by' the madnefs of the Phrygian boy. The pious 
emperor condefcends to relate, without a blufli, 
and without a fmile, the voyage of the goddefs 
from the fhores of Pergamus to the mouth of 
the Tyber; and the ftupendous miracle, which 
convinced the fenate and people of Rome that 
the lump of clay, which their ambaffadors had 
tranfported over the feas, was endowed with life, 
and fentiment, and divine power '\ For the 
tryth of this prodigy, he appeals to the public 
monuments of the city ; and cenfures, with fome 
acrimony, the fickly and affeded tafte of thofe 


>i The Idaean mother landed in Itnly about the end of tho^fe- 
cond Punic war. The miracle of Claudia, either virgin or matron^ 
vho cleared her fame by disgracing the graver modefty of the Roman 
ladies, is atteRed by a cloud of witneiVes, Their evidence is col. 
leded by Drakenborch (ad bilium Itahcum, xvti. '^3.)' ^"^ ^^ ^^Y 
obierve thatLivy (xxix. 14.) Hides over the tranl'a6lion with dil'creet 
flmbiguity. 

F 3 men,. 
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mcii, who impertinently derided the facred tra* 
ditioQS of their anceftors '*. 

But the devout philofophcr, who fincerdy em- 
braced, and warmly encouraged, the fuperftition 
of the people, referved for himfelf the privilege 
of a liberal interpretation j and filently withdrew 
from the foot of the altars into the fanftuary of 
the temple. The extravagance of the Grecian 
mythology proclaimed with a clear and audible 
voi0e, that the pious enquirer, inftead of being 
fcandalized or fatisfied with the literal fenfe, 
fliould diligently explore the occult wifdom, 
which had been difguifed, by the prudence of 
antiquity, under the malk of folly and of fable ''« 
The philofophers of the Platonic fchool"% Plo- 
tinus. Porphyry, and the divine lamblichus, were 
admired as the mod ikilful mailers of this alle- 
gorical fcience, which laboured to foften and 
harmonize the deformed features of paganifm. 
Julian himfelf, who was direfted in the myfte- 
tious purfuit by ^delius, the venerable fucceflbr 

'4 I cannot refrain from tranfcribingthe emphatical words of Julian: 

t/jlOi OE COKH rOUi TtoXltTt TCiriVUV fXOI^OV r% TMCCVTOCf t}' TOVTOiO'i TSif 

xojUb%]/0»;, »y TO \I/t;;^a^toy ^^t^xv fxify VYiii^mit tv 0\iiru. Orat. vi p. i6i, 
Julian iikewife declares his firm belief in the aneilia, the holy iliiclds,' 
which dropt from heaven on the Quirinal hill } and pities the ftrange 
blir dnefs of the Chriilians, who preferred the crofs to thefe celeftial 
trophies. Apud Cyril. 1. vi, p. 194. 

W -See the principles of allegory, in Julian (Orat* vii. p. at6, 
fta».)» His reafoning is lefs abfurd than that of fome modern theo* 
logiansy who aflert that an extravagant or contradiAory do6lnne mujt, 
be divine} fince no man alive could have thought of inventing it. 

16 Eunapius has made thefe fophifis the fubjea of a partial and 
fanatical hiitory; and the learned Brucker (Hift. Philofeph. torn. ii. 
p. 217— 303.) has employed much labour to illuftrate their obfcHre 
livesi and incomprchcniible do^rines. 

• • of 
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of lamblichus, afpired to the pofleifion of a c h a p. 
treafure, which he efteemed, if we may credit 
his folemn afleverations, far above the empire of 
the world '^ It was indeed a treafure, which 
derived its value only from opinion ; and every 
artifl:, who flattered himfelf that he had extraded 
the precious ore from the furrounding drofs, 
claimed an equal right of (lamping the name 
^nd figure the mod agreeable to his peculiar 
fancy. The fable of Atys and Cybele had been 
already explained by Porphyry; but his labours 
ferved oiily to animate the pious induftry of 
Julian, who invented and publifhed his own 
allegory of that ancient and myilic tale. This 
freedom of interpretation, which might gratify 
the pride of the Platoniils, expofed the vanity of 
their art. "Without a tedious detail, the modern 
reader could not form a juft idea of the (Irange 
allufions, the forced etymologies, the folemn 
trifling, and the impenetrable obfcurity of thefe 
fages, who profefled to reveal the fyftem of the 
univerfe. As the traditions of Pagan mythology 
were varioufly related, the facred interpreters 
were at liberty to feleft the moft convenient cir- 
cumftances; and as they tranflated an arbitrary 
cypher, they could extraft from any fable any 
fenfe which was adapted to their favourite fyfteni 
pf religion and philofophy. The lafcivious form 
pf a naked Venus was tortured into the difcovery 

?7 Julian, Orat. vii. p. %i%. He fwears with the moft fervent an4 
enthufiaftic devotion 5 and trembles, left he Ihould betray too much 
pf thefe holy myfterie«, which the prpfane might deridp with an im- 
pious S^donic laugh* 

F4 of 
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of fome moral precept, or fome phyfical truth 3 
and the caftration of Atys explained the revoluf 
tion of the fun between the tropics, or the fepa-? 
ration of the human foul from vice and error "; 

The theological fyftem of Julian appears tp 
have contained the fublime and important prin- 
ciples of natural religion. But as the faith, 
which is not founded on revelation, muft remain 
deftitute of any firm affurance, the difciple of 
Plato imprudently relapfed into the habits of 
vulgar fuperftition ; and thp popular and philor 
fophic notion of the Deity feems to have beei^ 
confounded in the practice, the writings, and 
even in the mipd of Julian *^. The pious empe- 
ror acknowledged and adored the Eternal Canfe -> 
of the univerfe, to whom he afcribed all the 
perfeftions of an infinite nature, ^nvifible to the 
eyes, and inacceflible to ,the underftanding, of 
feeble mortals. The Supreme God had created,, 
or rather, in the Platonic language, had gene- 
rated, the gradual fucceflion of dependent fpiritSj^ 
of gods, of daemons, of heroes, and of men ; and 
every being which derived its exiftence imme- 
-diately from the Firft Caufe, received the inhe-? 


*^ See the fifth oration of Julian. But all the allegories whicl^ 
ever iifued from the Platonic fchool, are not worth the (hortpoeni 
of Catullus on the fame extraordinary fubjeft. The tranfition of 
Atys, from the wildeft enthufiafm to fober pathetic complaint, £br 
his irretrievable lofs, muft infpire a man with pity, ap eunuch with 
defpair. 

'9 The true religion of Julian may be deduced from the Csefars. 
p* 308. with Spanheim*8 notes and illu Orations, from the fragments, 
in Cyril, K ii. p. 57, 5$. and efpecially from the theological oration 
in Solem Reg6m, p, 130— '158. addreifed, in the confidence^ of friend- 
<bip> to the prsefea Salluft. 

rent 
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rent gift of immortality. That fo precious an c h 4 p, 
advantage might not be laviflied upon unworthy 
objefts, the Creator had entrufted to the fkill 
and power of the inferior gods, the office of 
forming the human body, and of arranging the 
beautiful harmony of the animal, the vegetable, 
and the mineral kingdoms. To the condudk of 
thefe divine minifters he delegated the temporal 
government of this lower world; but their im- 
perfeft adminiftration is not exempt from difcord 
or error. The earth, and its inhabitants, are 
divided among them, and the charaders of Mars 
9T Minerva, of Mercury or Venus, may be dif- 
tinflly traced in the laws and i^^ners of their 
peculiar votaries. As long as our immortal fouls 
are confined in a mortal prifon, it is our intereft, 
as well as our duty, to folicit the favour, and to 
deprecate the wrath, of the powers of heaven ; 
whofe pride is gratified by the devotion of man- 
kind ; and whofe groffer parts may be fuppofed 
to derive fome nourifhment from the fumes of 
facrifice*^. The inferior gods might fometimes 
condefcend to animate the ftatues, and to inhabit 
the temples, which were dedicated to their ho- 
nour. They might occafionally vifit the earth, 
but the heavens were the proper throne and fym- 
|)ol of their glory. The invariable- order of the 

^? JuHaif adopts this grofs conception, by 2>rcribing it to his 
favourite Marcus Antoninus (Caefares, p*33^.}. The Stoics and 
Platonifts heiitated between the analogy of bodies and the purity ' 
of fpiritss yet the graveft philofophers inclined to the whimfical 
fancy of Ariftophancs and Lucian, that an unbelieving age might 
ftanre the immortal gods. See OKervations de Spanheim, p. z^^* 

J5 fun. 
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fun, moon, and ftars, was haflily admitted by 
Julian, as a proof of their eternal duration ; and 
their eternity was a fufficient evidence that they 
were the workmanfhip, not of an inferior deity, 
but of the Omnipotent King. In the fyftem of 
the Platonifts, the vifible, was a type of the 
invifible, world. The celeftial bodies, as they 
were informed by a divine fpirit, might be con- 
fidered as the objefts the moft worthy of religious 
worlhip. The Sun, "whofe genial influence per- 
vades and fuftains the univerfe, juftly claimed 
the adoration of mankind, as the bright repre- 
Tentative of the Logos, the lively, the rational, 
the beneficent image of the intelleftual Father **• 
Panati- In (svery age, the abfence of genuine, infpira-- 

phiiofo. tion is fupplied by the ftrong illufions of enthu^v 
yhcrs. fiafm, and the mimic arts of impofture. If, in 
the time of Julian, thefe arts had been praftifed 
only by the pagan priefts, for the fupport of an 
expiring caufe, fome indulgence might perhaps 
* be allowed to the intereft and habits of the 

facerdotal charafter. But it may appear a fubjeft 
of furprife and fcandal, that the philofophers 
themfelves fliould have contributed toabufe the 
fuperftitious credulity of mankind ", and that the 

Grecian 


*' HXioy Xsyw, to*^wv ayaXjuta xom ff^-J^uxov, xai svptf*, Jtaw oyetdos^- 
yov ra vo*jry Trar^oj. Julian, epift. xll. In another place (apud 
Cyril, 1. ii. p. 69. ), he calls the Sun, God, and the throne of God. 
Julian believed the Platonician Trinity ; and only blanae$ the Chrift'* 
ians for preferring a mortal, to an immortal, Logos* 

2^ The fophifls of £unapius perform as many miracles as the 
faints of the deftrrt; and the only circumftance in their favour is, 
that they aie of a lefs gloomy complexion. Intiead of dtvils with 

^ korn^ 
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Grecian myfteries (hould have been fupported chap. 
by the magic or theurgy of the modem Plato* ^.^^^^^^^ 
nills. They arrogantly pretended to control 
the , order of nature, to explore the fecrets of 
futurity, to command the fervice of the inferior 
daemons, to enjoy the view and converfation pf 
the fuperior gods, and, by difengaging the foul 
from her material bands, to re-unite that immor« 
tal particle vnth the Infinite and Divine Spirit. 

The devout and fearlefs curiofity of Julian initiatian 
tempted the pbiiofophers with the hopes of an *"^^^**|* 
eafy conquefl: ; which, from the fituation of their juUan. 
young profelyte, might be productive of (he mod 
important confequences ^^ Julian imbibed the 
firft rudiments of the Platonic dodrines from 
the mouth of ^defius, who had fixed at Perga* 
mus his wandering and perfecuted fchooL But 
as the declining ftrengih of that venerable fage 
was unequal to the ardour, the diligence, the 
rapid conception of his pupil, two of his moft 
learned difciples, Chryfanthes and Eufebius, fup- 
plied, at his own defire, the place of their* aged 
mafter. Thefe philofophers feem to have pre- 
pared and diftributed their refpeftive parts; and 
they artfully contrived, by dark hints, and af- 

hornft and tails, lamblichus evoked ^he genii of love, Eros and An- 
fcros, from two adjactnt fountains. Two beautiful boys iflued 
from the water, fondly embraced him as their father, and retired 
it his conimand. P. %6, 27. 

*J The dexterous management of thefe fophift», who played 
their credulous pupil into each other's hands, is fairly told by Eu- 
napius (p. $9—76.), with unfufpefting fimplicity* The Abb6 de 
la Bleterie underilands, and neatly defcribesi the whole comedy 
i[Vie de Juliei^ p. 6x— 67.)* # 

>- "/- "^ ■■ fefted 
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CHAP, fefted difpates, to excite the impatient hopes of 
^^"^*j the afpirant^ till they delivered him into the 
hands of their affociate Maximus, the boldeft and 
jnoft Ikilful mafter of the Theurgic fcience. 
By his hands, Julian was fecretly initiated at 
Ephefus, in the twentieth year of his iage. His 
refidence at Athens confirmed this unnatural alli- 
ance of philofophy and fuperftition. He ob- 
tained the privilege of a folemn initiation into 
the myfteries of Eleufis, which, amidft the gene- 
ral decay of the Grecian worlhip, ftill retained 
Tome veftiges of their primaeval fanftity ; and 
fuch was the zeal of Julian, that he afterwards 
invited the Eleufinian pontiff to the court of 
Gaul, for the fole purpofe of confummating, by 
inyftic rites and facrifices, the great work of his 
fanftification. As thefe ceremonies' were per- 
formed in the depths of caverns, and in the filence 
of the night ; and as the inviolable fecret of the 
myfteries was preferved by the difcretion of the 
initiated, I Ihall not prefume to defcribe the hor- 
rid founds, and fiery apparitions, which were 
prefented to the fenfips, or the imagination, of 
the credulous afpirant**, till the vifions qf com-r 
fort and knowledge broke upon hini in a blaze of 
celeftial light *^ In the caverns of Ephefus and 

Eleufis^ 

*♦ When Julian, in a momentary panic, made the fign of the 
crofsy the daemons inftantly difappeared (Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. 
p. 7iO* Gregory Aippofes that they were frightened, but the 
priefts declared that they were indignant. The reader, according to 
the meafpre of his faith, will determine this profound queftion. 

^5 A daik and diflant view of the terrors and joys of initiation i$ 
ihewn by Dion^ ChryfoHomy ThemiitiuSj Proclus> and Stobaeus. The 

learned 
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Eleufis, the mind of Julian was penetcated with 
fincere, deep, and unalterable entbufiafm ; though 
he might fometimes exhibit the viciRitudes of 
pious fraud and hypocrify, which may be ob- 
fervedy or at lead fufpeded, in the characters of 
the mod confcientious fanatics. From that mo« 
ment he confecrated his life to -the fervice of the 
gods ; and while the occupations of war, of 
government, and of ftudy, feemed to claim the 
whole meafure of his time, a dated portion of 
the hours of the night was invariably referved 
for the exercife of private devotion. The tem- 
perance which adorned the fevere manners of the 
foldier and the philofopher, was conne&ed with 
fome ftri£t and frivolous rules of religious ib^u 
nence ; and it was in honour of Pan pr Mercury^ 
of Hecate or Ifis, that Julian, on particular 
days, denied himfelf the ufe of fome particular 
food, which might have^ been offenfive to his 
tutelar deities. By thefe voluntary fads, he 
prepared his fenfes and his underdanding for the 
frequent and familiar viiits with which he was 
honoured by the celedial powers. Notwith- 
danding the moded filence of Julian himfelf, we 
may learn from his faithful . friend, the orator 
Libanius, that he lived in a perpetual intercourfe 
with the gods and goddefles ; that they defcended 
upon earth, to enjoy the converfation of their 
fstvourite hero;* that they gently interrupted his 
flumbers, by touching his hand or his hair } that 

learned author of the Divine Legation has exhibited their words 
(vol. i. p. 239. 247, 248, 280t edit. 1765.)! which he dexterouHy 
or forcibly applies to his own hypotbefis. 

they 
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they warned him of every impending dxnget^ 
and conducted him, by their infallible wifdom, 
in every adion of his life ; and that he had ac- 
quired fuch an intimate knowledge of his hea- 
venly guefts, as readily to diftinguifh the voice 
of Jupiter from that of Minerva, and the form 
of Apollo from the figure of Hercules **. Thcfe 
fleeping or waking vifions, the ordinary eflfefts 
of abflinence and fanaticifm, would almoft de- 
grade the emperor to the level of an Egyptian 
monk. But the ufelefs lives of Antony or Pacho- 
mius were confumed in thefe vain occupations. 
Julian could break from the dream of fuperftition 
to arm himfelf for battle; and after vanquifiiing 
in the field the enemies of Rome, he calmly 
retired into his tent, to didate the wife and falu- 
tary laws of an empire, or to indulge his genius 
in the elegant purfuits of literature and philo- 
fophy. 
His feiigi- The important fecret of the apoftacy of Julian 
ttuUtion. ^^^ entrufted to the fidelity of the initiated^ with 
whom he was united by the facred ties of friend- 
fhip and religion *^ The pleafing rumour was 
cautioufly circulated among the adherents of the 
ancient worihip ; and his future greatnefs became 

a6 Julian's modefty confined htm to obfcsre and occafional hints ; 
but Libanius expatiates with pleafure on the falls and vifions o£ 
the religious hero (Legat, ad Julian. p« 157. and Orat* Parent^]. 
c. Ixxxiii. p. 309, 310.). 

'7 Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. x* p. 2339 234.. Gallus liad fome 
reafon to AifpeA the fecret apoftacy of his brother \ and in a letter^ 
Dvhich may be received as genuine, he exhoits Julian to adhere to 
the religion of their anceJlon\ an argument, vvhich, as it ihould 
feem, was not yet perfe£lly ripe. See Julian, Op. p. 454. and Hift. 
dejovien, tooit ii* p* 141* 

the 
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the objeft of the hopes, the prayers, and the pre- ^ JLj„ ^* 
diSions of the pagans, in every province of the 
empire. From the zeal and virtues of their 
royal profelyte, they fondly expe&ed the cure of 
every evil, and the reftoration of every bleifing ; 
and inftead of difapproving of the ardour of their 
pious wifhes, Julian ingenuouily confefled, that 
he was ambitious to attain a (ituation, in which 
he might be ufeful to his country, and to hit 
reKgion. But this religion was viewed with an 
hoftile eye by the fucceflbr of Conftantine, whofe 
capricious paffions alternately faved and threat- 
ened the life of Julian. ' The arts of magic and 
divination were ftridly prohibited under a de« 
fpotic government, which condefcended to fear 
them ; and if the pagans were reluctantly in^ 
dulged in the exercife of their fuperftition, the 
rank of Julian would have excepted him from 
the general toleration. The apoftate foon bet- 
came the prefumptive heir of the monarchy, and 
his death could alone have appeafed the jufl: ap« 
prehenfions of the Chriftians *'. But the young 
prince, who afpired to the glory of a hero rather 
than of a martyr, confulted his fafety by diffem- 
bling his religion j and the eafy temper of poly- 
theifm permitted him to join in the public 
worihip of a feft which he inwardly defpifed, 
Libanius has confidered the hypocrify of his 
friend as a fubjed):, not of cenfure, but of praife.- 

V x9 Grtgopy (iii. p« So.)* with inhuman zeal, cenfures Conftan- 
tius for fpariog the iDfant apoftate (xuxMg Q-u&ifTcc>)» His French 
tranilator (p. 165,) cautioufly obferves, that iuch txpreiTions muft 
■•t be prifes a la Icttre. 

13 " A$ 
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CHAP, ^i As the ftatues of the gods/* fays that orafofV 
" which have been defiled wich filtfi, are again 
** placed in a magnificent temple ) fo the beauty 
** of truth was feated in the mind of Julian,- 
*^ after it had been purified from the errors and 
" follies of his education. His fentiments were 

■ 

" changed ; but as it would have been danger- 
** ous to have avowed his fentiments, his con- 
^ dud ftill continued the fame. Very different 
** from the afe in jEfop, who difguifed himfelf 
" with a lion's hide^ our lion was obliged to 
^^ conceal himfelf under the fkin of an afs ; and, 
** while he embraced the diftates of reafon^ to 
" obey the laws of prudence and neceflity *^**. 
The diffimulation of Julian lafted above ten 
years, from his fecret initiation at Ephefus, to 
the beginning of the civil war ; when he declared 
himfelf at once the implacable enemy of Chrift 
and of Conftantius. This (late of conftraint 
might contribute to ftrengthen his devotion ; and 
as foon as he had fatisfied the obligation of aflift* 
ing, on folemn feftivals, at the aflemblies of the 
Chriftians, Julian returned, with the impatience 
of a lover, to burn his free and voluntary incenfe 
on the domeftic chapels of Jupiter and Mercury^ 
But as every aft of diffimulation mull be painful 
to an ingenuous fpirit, the profeffion of Chrift- 
ianity ent:reafed the averfion of Julian for a 
religion, which bppreffed the freedom of his 
mind, and compelled him to hold a conduct 
repugnant to the noblefl: attributes, of human 
jiatjure, fincerity and courage. 

«9 Libanlusi Qrat, Parental. c« tx. p. %$%% 

I The 
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* The inclination of Julian might prefer the gods ^SLf,,^* 
of Homer, and of the Scipios, to the new faith, ^■■■*w'W 
which his uncle had eftablifhed in the Roman em- ^aj'JIrt*** 
pire ; and in which he himfelf had been fan£lified Chriftia. 
by the facrament of baptifm. But, as a philb« °''^* 
fopher, it was incumbent on him to juftify his dif- 
lent from Chriftianity, which was fupported by the 
number of its converts, by the chain of prophecy, 
the fplendour of miracles, and the weight of evi- 
dence. The elaborate work*% which he com- 
pofed amidfl: the preparations of the Perfian war, 
contained the fubftance of thofe arguments which 
he had long revolved in his mind. Some frag- 
ments have been tranfcribed and preferved by his 
adverfary, the vehement Cyril of Alexandria *' ; 
and they exhibit a very fingular mixture of wit 
and learning, of fophiflry and fanaticifin. The 
elegance of the ftyle, and the rank of the author, 
recommended his writings to the public atten- 
tion'* ^ and in the inipious lift of the enemies of 

30 Fabricius (Biblioth. Gnec. 1. v. c. viii* p. 88^90.) and Lard- 
ner (Heathen Teftimonies, Vol. iv. p. 44*-'470 have accurately com- 
piled all that can now be difcovercd of Jotian*s work .againft the 
Chriftians. 

3> About feventy years after the death of Julian, he executed a talk 
yfhtch had been feebly attempted by Philip of Side, a prolix and con- 
temptible writer. Kven the work of Cyril has not entirely fatisfieil 
tbe moft favourable judges : and the Abbe de la Bleterie (Preface a 
rnift. de Jovien, p. 30. 32.) wifties that fome tbeokgien fbilofopb^ \ 
(a ftrange centaur) would undertake the refutation of Julian. 

3^ Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. Ixxxvii. p. ^1%.)^ who has been 
fufpe^ed of aflilHng his friend, prefers t)iis divine vindication (Orat. 
ix. in necem Julian, p. 155* edit. Morel.) to the writings of Por* 
phyry. His judgment may be arraigned (Socrates, I. iti« c.'as*)*. 
but Libanius cannot be accufed of flattery to a dead prince. 

Vol. IV. G Chrift. 
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CHAP. Chriftianity, the celebrated name of Porphyry was 
sm^^'mLf effaced by the fuperior merit or reputation of Ju« 
lian. The minds of the faithful were either fe« 
ducedy or fcandalized, or alarmed; and the pagans, 
who fometimes prefumed to engage in the un- 
equal difpute, derived, from the popular work of 
tiieir Imperial miflionary, an inexbauftible fupply 
of fallacious objedions. But in the ailiduous pro- 
lecution of thefe theological ftudies, the emperor 
of the Romans imbibed the illiberal prejudices 
and pafiions of a polemic divine. He contracted 
an irrevocable obligation to maintain and pro- 
pagate his religious opinions; and whilft he fe- 
cretly applauded the ftrength and dexterity with 
which he wielded the weapons of: controverfy, 
he was tempted to diftruft the iincerity, or to 
defpife the underftandings, of his antagonifls, who 
could obftinately refift the force of reafon and elo* 
quence. 
UniTerfai The Chriftians^ who beheld with horror and 
toleration, indignation the apoftacy of Julian, had much 
more to fear from his power than from his ar« 
guments. The pagans, who were confcious of 
his fervent zeal, expeded, perhaps with impa- 
tience, that the flames of perfecution ihould be 
immediately kindled againft the enemies of the 
gods; and that the ingenious malice of Julian 
would invent fome cruel refinements of death 
and torture, which had been unknown to the 
rude and inexperienced fury of his predeceflbrs. 
But the hopes, as well as the fears, of the re« 

ligious fa&ions were apparently difappointed, by 

the 
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the prudent humanity of a prince ", who was chap. 
careful of his own £ime, of the pubUc peace, and 
of the rights of mankind. Inftruded by hiftory 
and reflection, Julian was perfuaded, that if the 
difeafes of the body may fometimes be cured by 
fklutary violence, neither fteel nor fire can era« 
dicate the erroneous opinions of the mind. The 
reludant yi£tim may be dragged to the foot of the 
altar ; but the heart (till abhors and difclaims the 
facrilegious a£t of the hand. Religious obftinacy 
is hardened and exafperated by oppreffion ; and» 
as foon as the perfecution fubfides, thofe who 
have yielded, are reftored as penitents, and thofe 
who have refifted, are honoured as faints and mar« 
tyrs. If Julian adopted the unfuccefsful cruelty 
of Diocletian and his colleagues, he was fenfible 
that he (hould (lain his memory with the name of 
tyrant, and add new glories to the Catholic church, 
which had derived ftrength and increafe from 
the feverity of the pagan magiftrates. Aduated 
by theie motives, and apprehenfive of dxfturb- 
ing the repofe of an unfettled reign, Julian fur- 
prifed the worid by an edid, which was not un» 
worthy of a ftatefman or a philofopher. He ex- 
tended to all the inhabitants of the Roman world, 
the benefits of a free and equal toleration } and 
the only hardfliip which he inflided on th« 

33 Libanius (Drat. Parent, c. Iviii. p. sSj, 184.) das eloquently 
explained the tolerating principles and conduft of his Imperial 
friend. In a very remarkable epiftle to the people of Boftra, Julian 
himfelf (epil)^. Hi.) prof^Ocs his moderation, and betrays his zeal j 
which is acknowledged by Ammianus> and cxpofed by Gregory 
(Orat. iii. p« 7^0* 

G a Chriftiani> 
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Chriftians, was to deprive them of the power c^ 
tormenting their fellow-fubjeas, whom they ftig*^ 
matifed with the odidus titles of idolaters and 
heretics. The pagans received a gracious permif- 
fion, or rather an exprefs order, to open all 
their temples ** ; and they were at once deli- 
vered from the oppreflive laws, and arbitrary vexr 
ations, which they had fuftained under the reign 
of Conftantine and of his fons. At the fame 
time, the bifliops and clergy, who had been ba- 
niflied by the Arian monarch, were recalled from 
exile, and reftored to their refpedlive churches ; 
the Donatifts, the Novatians, the Macedonians, 
the Eunomians, and thofe who, with a more pro- 
fperous fortune, adhered to the doftrine of the 
council of Nice. Julian, who underftood and de« 
tided their theological difputes, invited to the 
palace the leaders of the hoftile fefls, that he might 
enjoy the agreeable ' fpeftacle of their furious en- 
counters. The clamour of controverfy fometimes 
provoked the emperor to exclaim, *' Hear me! 
*• the Franks have heard me, and the Alemanni j" 
but he f^on difcovered that he was now engaged 
with more obftinate and implacable enemies ; and 
though he exerted the powers of oratory to per- 
fuade them to live in concord, or at leafl: iti 
peace, he was perfedly fatisfied, before he dif- 

14 In Greece the temples of Minerva were opened by his exprefs 
command, before the death of Conftantius (Liban. Orat« Parent, 
<• 5S« p« «8o.) ; and Julian declares himfeif a pagan in his public 
manifefto to the Athenians. This iinqueftionable evidence may 
corre^ the hafty aHertion of Ammianus, who feems to fuppof^ 
Condantinople xg be the place where he difcovered his attachment to 
the gods. 

mifled 
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ikifftd them from his prefenee, that he had no- chap. 
thing to dread from the union of the Chriftians. ^— ^■ v w 
The impartial Ammianus has afcribed this affeded 
clemency to the defire of fomenting the inteftine 
divifions of the church ; and the iniidious defign 
of undermining the foundations of Chriftianity, 
was infeparably connected with the zeal, which 
Julian profeiTed, to reftore the ancient religion of 
the empire ". 

As foon as he afcended the throne, he aflumed, z^ai and 
according to the cuftom of his predeceffors, the of7lra" 
chara&er of fupreme ponti£f ; not only as the in the re- 
mod honourable tide of Imperial greatnefs, but pa^nrfui? 
as a' facred and important ofEce, the duties of 
which he was refolved to execute with pious di- 
ligence. As the bufinefs of the ftate prevented 
the emperor from joining every day in the public 
devotion of his fubje£ts, he dedicated a domeflic 
chapel to his tutelar deity the Sun ; his gardens 
were filled with ftatues and altars of the gods ; 
and each apartment of the palace difplayed the 
appearance of a magnificent temple. Every morn- 
ing he faluted the parent of light with a facri* 
fice i the blood of another v'l&in^ Wfis ihed at the 
moment when the Sun funk below the horizon ; 
and the Moon, the Stars, and the Genii of the 
night, received their refpedive and feafonable 

35 Ammianus> x*ii. 5. Sozomcn, 1. v. c. 5. Bcftia moritur, 
traiK|uiUitas redit • • . •• omnes epifcbpi qui de propriis fedibus 
fuerant cxterminati per indulgentiam novi principis ad ccclefias 
redeunt. Jerooi. adverfus Luciferianos, torn. ii. p* 143* Optatiis 
accofes the Doiiatifts for owing their fafety to an apoltate (U ii. 
€f %6b p. 3^1 37i «dit» Dupin). 
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CHAP, honours from the indefatigable devotion of Ju- 
lian. On folemn feftivals, he regularly vifited the 
temple of the god or goddefs to whom the day was 
peculiarly confecrated, and, endeavoured to excite 
the religion of the magiflrates and people by the 
example of his own zeal. Indeed of maintain- 
ing the lofty ftate of a monarch, diftinguifhed by 
the fplendor of his purple, and encompaifed by 
the golden fliields of his guards, Julian folicited^ 
with refpe&ful eagernefs, the meaneft offices 
which contributed to the worihip of the gods# 
Amidft the facred but licentious crowd of priefts, 
of inferior minifters, and of female dancers, who 
were dedicated to the fervice of the temple, it 
was the bufinefs of the emperor to bring the 
wood, to blow the fire, to handle the knife, to 
daughter the yi&im, and thrufting his bloody 
hands into the bowels of the expiring animal, to 
draw forth the heart or liver, and to read, ^th 
the confummate (kill of an fiarufpex, the imagi- 
nary figns of future events. The wifeft of the pa- 
gans cenfured this extravagant fuperftition, which 
afieded to defpife the reftrmnts of prudence and 
decency. Under the reign of a prince, who prac- 
tifed the rigid maxims of oeconomy, the expence 
of religious worfiiip confumed a very large portion 
of the revenue ; a conftant fupply of the fcarceft 
and mofl: beautiful birds was tranfported from 
diftant climates, to bleed on the altars of the 
gods ; an hundred oxen were frequently facri- 
iiced by Julian on one and the fame day ; and it 
foon became a popular jeft, that if he ihould 

return 
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return with conqueft from the Perfian war, the ^SJ^,j^* 
breed of homed cattle muft infallibly be extin« ^-^^'W 
guiflied. Tet this expence may appear inconfider- 
able, when it is compared with the fplendid pre* 
fents which were offered^ either by the hand, or 
by order of the emperor, to all the celeb^ted 
places of devotion in the Roman world ; and with 
the fums allotted to repair and decorate the Sui« 
dent temples, which had fuffered the filent de- 
cay of time, or the recent injuries of Chriftiaii 
rapine* Encouraged by the example, the exhort- 
ations, the liberality, of their pious fovereign, the* 
cities and families refumed the pra&ice of their 
negle£ted ceremonies. ^^ Every part of the 
*^ world," exclaims Libanius, with devout tran& 
port, ^^ difplayed the triumph of religion ; and 
f^ the grateful profped of flaming altars, bleeding 
^^ victims, the fmoke of incenfe, and a folemn 
^^ train of priefts and prophets, without fear and 
^^ without danger. The found of prayer and 
^^ of mufic was heard on the tops of the higheft 
^^ mountains ; and the fame ox afforded a facri* 
^^ fice for the gods, and a fupper for their joyous 
« votaries 'V 

But the genius and power of Julian were un- Reforma- 
equal to the enterprife of reftcwring a religion, ^'°^j^p** 

36 The reftoration of the Pagan worfiiip is defcribed by Jolian 
(Mifopogon« p. 346*)' Libaniiis (prat. Parent* c. 6o. p. %t6p tty» 
and Orat. Confular. ad biltan. p. 245* 246. cdit« Morel.}, Am* 
miaiiuf (xxii. Bt«}» and Gregory Naaiaazen (Orat. iv. p. lat.)* 
Thefe writert agree in ikm eflemkly and even minutey faB% $ but th* 
dMfetent lightt in which they view the extreme devotion of Jolian, 
are exprefiive of the gndttions of felf*q>|^a«iie^ pilfionatt adttirationf 
auld reproof, and partial inve^iiYe. 
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CHAP, which was deftitute of theological principles, of 
moral precepts, and of ecclefiaftical difcipline j 
which rapidly haftened to .decay and diffolution, 
and was not fufceptible of any folid or confident 
reformation. The jurifdiftion of the fupreme 
pontiff, more efpecially after that office had been 
nnited with the Imperial dignity, comprehended 
the whole extent of the Roman empire. Julian 
named for his vicars, in the feveral provinces, 
the priefts and philofophers, whom he efteemed 
the beft qualified to co-operate in the execution 
of his great defign ; and his paftoral letters '', 
if we may ufe that name, ftill reprefent a very 
curious iketch of his wiflies and intentions. He 
direfts, that in every city the facerdotat order 
fhould be compofed, without any diftindion of 
birth or fortune, of thofe perfons who were the 
moft confpicuous for their love of the gods, and 
of men. ** If they are guilty^** continues he, 
** of any fcandalous oflfence, they (hould be cen- 
*^ fured or degraded by the fuperior pontiff; 
•^ but, as Ipng as they retain their rank, they 
•< are entitled to the refpedk of the magiftratei 
•* and people. Their humility may be fliewn in 
^^ the plainnefs of their domeftic garb ; * thdc 
^^ dignity, in the pomp of holy veftments. When 
^^ they are fummoned in their turn to o^ciate 

/< before the altar, they ought not, during th« 

« 

. 37 See Julian. Epiftol. xlix. Ixiii. Ixiii. and a loDg and curious frag- 
inenr, without beginniag or end (p. aSS— 305«)« Tlie fupreme pon. 
lifF derides the Mofaic hiftory and the Chriftian difcipline, prefers tht 
prtek poets to the Hebrew prophets, and paUiateSj with the ikill of a 
^sfuit^ the rtUiivt woribip of iisagcst 

^ appointed 
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" appointed number of days, to depart from the ^ "xni^' 
•* precinfts of the temple; nor (hould a fingle 
day be fuflfered to elapfe, without the prayers 
and the facrificc, which they are obliged to 
*• offer for the profperity of the ftate, and of in- 
** dividuals. The exercife of their facred func- 
^* tions requires an immaculate purity, both of 
" mind and body ; and even when they are dif- 
" miffed from the temple to the occupations of 
^* common life, it is incumbent on them to 
** excel in decency and virtue the reft of their 
" fellow-citizens. The prieft of the gods fhould 
** never be feen in theatres or taverns. His 
** converfation (hould be chafte, his diet tem- 
" perate, his friends of honourable reputation ; 
^* and, if he fometimes vifits the Forum or the 
** Palace, he fhould appear only as the advocate 
** of thofe who have vainly folicited either juftice 
^* or mercy. His ftudies (hould be fuited to the 
" fanftity of his profeflion. Licentious tales, 
*^ or comedies, or fatires, muft be bani(hed 
** from his library ; which ought folely to confift 
*• of hiftorical and philofophical writings ; of 
♦* hiftory which is founded in truth, andofphi- 
^^ lofophy which is connefted with religion. 
" The impious ©pinions of the Epicureans and 
^' Sceptics deferve his abhorrence and con- 
" tempt •• J but he (hould diligently ftudy the 

3' The exultation of Julian (p. 301. ), that thefe impious fe^ls, 
apd even their writings, are extinguiihed, may be confident enough 
with the facerdotal charafler: but it is unworthy of a philofopher 
to wi(h that any opinions' and arguments the inoft repugnant to his 
9wn ihottld be concealed from the knowledge of mankind. 

2 '* fyfteras 
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CHAP. " fyftems of Pythagoras, of Plato, and of the 
" Stoics, which unanimoufly teach that there 
are gods j that the world is governed by their 
providence; that their goodnefs is the fource 
of every temporal blefling ; and that they have 
prepared for the human foul a future (late of 
reward or punifhment/* The Imperial pontiflf 
inculcates, in the mofl: perfuafive language, the 
duties of benevolence and hofpitality ; exhorts 
his inferior clergy to recommend the univerfat 
pradice of thofe virtues; promifes to ai&fl: their 
indigence from the public treafury ; and declares 
his refolution of eftablifliing hofpitals in every 
city, where the poor fliould be received without 
any invidious di(lin£tion of country or of reli^ 
gion. Julian beheld with envy the wife and hu- 
mane regulations of the church ; and he very 
frankly confeiTes his intention to deprive the 
Chriftians of the applaufe, as well as advantage, 
which they had acquired by the exclufive practice 
of charity and beneficence ^^ The fame ffurit 
of imitation might difpofe the emperor to adopt 
feveral eccleiiaftical inftitutions, the ufe and im- 
portance of which were approved by the fuccefs 
oiF his enemies. But if thefe imaginary plans of 
reformation had been realized, the forced and 
imperfect copy would have been lefs beneficial 

19 Yet be infinuatety that the Chriftians, under the pretence of 
charity, inrei^led children from their religion and |>arentSy con- 
veyed them on ihipboard> and devoted thofe viflims to a life of 
poverty or fervitude in a remote country (p. 305.)* Had the charge 
•been proved^ it was his doty, not to complaisi b^t to puniih* 
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to Paganifm, than honourable to Chriftianity ^. chap. 
The Gentiles, who peaceably followed the cuf- ^^^^^w 
toras of their anceftors, were rather furprifed 
than pl^afed with thef introdudion of foreign 
manners ; and, in the ihort period of his reign^ 
Julian had frequent occaiions to complain of the 
want of fervour of his own party *\ 

The entfaufiafm of Julian prompted him to Thepluis. 
embrace the friends of Jupiter as his perfonal ^'**^* 
friends and brethren; and though he partially 
overlooked the merit of Chriftian conlbmcy, he 
admired and rewarded the noble perfeverance of 
thofe Gentiles who had preferred the favour of 
the gods to that of the emperor ^\ If they cu1« 
tivated the literature, as well as the religion, of 
the Greeks, they acquired an additional claim to 
the friendfhip of Julian, who ranked the Mufes 
in the number of his tutelar deities. In the re- 
ligion which he had adopted, piety and learning 
were almoft fynongmous ^' ; and a crowd of poets, 

40 Gregory Nazianzen is facetiout* ti^genious^ and argument«o 
tive (Orat, iii. p. 101 > ioi« &c.). He ridieulet the folly of fuch 
vain imitation ; and amufet liimfelf with inquiring, what leflTonSy 
moral or theological, could be extra^d from the Grecian fables. 

41 He accufes one of his pontic of a fecret confederacy with the 
Chridian birtiops and preibyters (Epift. Ixii.). Opoir «» voXKwf fjop 
e^yvpM&y ii9w 9)^y ir^; rm 6e»( ; and again, t)^; ic utu fctOvfufip 8ce» 
Epift. laiii. 

4« He praifes the fidelity of Callixene, prieftefs of Ceres, who had 
been twice as conftant as Penelope, and rewards her with the pried. ^ 

liood of the Phrygian goddefs at Peflinus (Julian. Epift. xxi.}. H« 
applauds the firmnefs of Sopater of HierapoliSy who had been repeat* 
cdiy preiTed by Conftantius and Gallus to apoftatim (Epift. xxviu 

p. 401.)* 

4) O i% fop^ow 0(SiX$« 7\fi^ui Tr Htm Ofav itp«« Orat. Parent, c. 77, 
p. 301* The fame fentiment is frequently inculcated by Julian, 
J^ibaniufl, and the reft of their party. 
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CHAP, of rhetoricians, and of philofophers, haftcned to 
the Imperial court, to occupy the vacant places 
of the bilhops, who had feduced the credulity 
of Conftantius. His fucceflbr efteemed the ties 
of common initiation as far more facred than 
thofe of confanguinity : he chofe his favourites 
among the fages, who were deeply (killed in the 
occult fciences of magic and divination; and 
every impoftor, who pretended to reveal the fe- 
crets of futurity, was affured of enjoying the 
prefent hour in honour and affluence **. Among 
the philofophers, Maximus obtained the mod: 
eminent rank in the friendihip of his royal dif« 
ciple, who communicated, with unreferved con- 
fidence, his anions, his fentiments, and his re- 
ligious defigns, during the anxious fufpenfe of 
the civil war*'* As foon as Julian had taken 
poflfeffion of the palace of Conftantinople, he dif- 
patched an honourable and preffing invitation to 
Maximus ; who then refided at Sardes in Lydia^ 
with Chryfanthius, the aflbciate of his art and 
ftudies. The prudent and fuperftitious Chry- 
fanthius refufed to undertake a journey which 
fhewed itfelf, according to the rules of divina- 
tion, with the mod threatening and malignant 
afped: but his companion, whofe fanaticifm 
was of a bolder cafi, perfifted in his interroga- 
tions, till he had extorted from the gods a feem- 

44- The curiofity and credulity of the einpefor» who tried every 
mode of divination, are fairly expofed by AmmianuSy xxii. ia« 

4-5 Julian. Epift, xxxviii. Three other epjftlcs (i{.v, xvi. xxxfx.) 
in the fame ftyle of friend/hip and confidence^ are addref&d to the 
philofopher Maximus. 

ing 
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ing cbnfent to his own wifhes, and thofe of the chap, 
emperor. The journey of Ms^cimus through the 
cities of Ada difplayed the triumph of philo- 
fophic vanity; and the magiftrates vied with 
each other in the honourable reception which 
they prepared for the friend of their fovereign. 
Julian was pronouncing an oration before the 
fenate, when he was informed of the arrival of 
Maximus. The emperor immediately inter* 
rupted his difcourfe, advanced to meet him, and, 
after a- tender embrace, conducted him by the 
hand into the midft of the aifembly ; where he 
publicly acknowledged the benefits which he had 
derived from the inftrudions of the philofopher. 
Maximus**, who foon acquired the confidence, 
and influenced the councils, of Julian, was in- 
fenfibly corrupted by the temptations of a court. 
His drefs became more fplendld, his demeanour 
more lofty, and he was exppfed, under a fuc- 
ceeding reign, to a difgraceful inquiry into the 
means by which the difciple of Plato had accu- 
mulated, in the (hort duration of his favour^ a 
very fcandalous proportion of wealth. Of the 
other philofophers and fophifts, who were invited 
to the Imperial refidence by the choice of Julian, 
or by the fuccefs of Maximus, few were able to 

46 Eunapkis (In Maximo, p. 77, 7** 79i ^i^d in Chryfanthio, 
p. 147, 14.8^) has minutely related thefe anecdotes, which he con# 
ceives to be the tnoft important events of the age. Yet he fairly 
^onfefles the frailty of Maximus. His reception at Confiantinople 
isdefcribed by Libanius (Orac Parent* c. 86, p. 301.) and Ammi* 
anus (xxii. 7*). 

preferve. 
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CHAP, prieferve their innocence, or their reputation *^ 


The liberal gifts of money, lands, and houfes^ 
were infufficient to £itiate their rapacious ava« 
rice i and the indignation of the people was juftly 
excited by the remen^brance of their abjeft po- 
verty and difinterefted profeffions. The pene- 
tration of Julian could not always be deceived : 
but he was unwilling to defpife the charaders of 
thofe men whofe talents deferved his efteem ; he 
defired to efcape the double reproach of impru- 
dence and inconftancy ; and he was apprehenfive 
of degrading, in the eyes of the profane, the 
honour of letters and of religion ^'. 
Conver- The favour of Julian was almoft equally di- 
^^•* vided between the Pagaiis, who had firmly ad- 
hered to the worfhip of their anceftors, and the 
Chriftians, who prudently embraced the religion 
of their fovereign. The acquifition of new pro- 
ielytes ^ gratified the ruling paifions of his foul, 

47 Chryfanthiua, who had refufed to quit Lydia, was created high- 
prieft of the province. His cautious and tenfiperate ufe of power 
iecured him after the revolution ; and he lived in peace j while Maxi- 
mus, Prifcus, &c. were perfecuted hj the Chriftian minifters. See 
the adventures of thofe fanatic fophifts, coUe^ed by Brucker^ torn, ii, 
p. ftSi— 193, 

4t See Libanitts (Orat. Parent, c. 101 9 ioa. p. 324* 325, 3x6.) 
and Eunapius (Vit. Sophift. in Proxreii'Oy p. i}6.)« Some ftudents^ 
whofe expectations perhaps were groundlefs, or extravagant^ retired in 
difguft (Greg. Naz. Orat. iv. p. 110.). It is ftrange that we fliould 
Dot be able to contradift the title of one of Tillemont^s chapters 
(Hift. des Empereursy torn. iv. p. 960.}. *< La Gourde Julien eft 
** pleine de philofophes et de gens perdiis.** 

49 Under the reign of Lewis XIV. his fubje^^s of every rank 
afpired to the glorious title of CMvertiJeurf expreilive of their zeal and 
fuccefs in making profelytes. The word and the idea are growing 
•bfolete in France $ may they never be introduced into England! 

fuper« 
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fiiperftition and vanity : and he was heard to en af4 

• XXIII. 

declare with the enthufiafm of a miflionary, 
that if he could render each individual richer 
than Midas, and , every city greater than Babylon, 
he fliould not efteem himfelf the benefactor of 
mankind, unlefs, at the fame time, he could 
reclaim his fubjeCts from their impious revolt 
ggainft the immortal gods'^ A prince, who 
had (ludied human nature, and who poflefled the 
treafures of the Roman empire, could adapt his 
arguments, his promifes, and his rewards, to 
every order of Chriftians '' } and the merit of a 
feafonable converfion was allowed to fupply the 
defeds of a candidate, or even to expiate the 
guilt of a criminaL As the army is the mod: 
forcible engine of abfolute power, Julian applied 
himfelf, with peculiar diligence, to corrupt the 
religion of his troops, without whofe hearty 
concurrence every meafure mu(t be dangerous 
and unfuccefsful ; and the natural temper of (oU 
diers made this conquefl: as eafy as it was im- 
portant. The legions of Gaul devoted them- 
felves to the &ith, as well as to the fortunes, of 
their victorious leader; and even before the 
death of Conftantius, he had the fatisfaCtion of 
announcing to his friends, that they affifted mth 

so See the ftrong expreiliont of Libanius, whtch were i^robahly 
tfaofe of Julian htmrelf (Drat. Parent, c. 59, p« sSsO* 

51 When Giegory Nazianzcn (Orat. x. p. 167.) is defiront tm 
magnify the Chriftian firmnefs of his brother CaeiariuSy phyfician t<s 
the Imperial court, he owns that Csefarius difputed with a formid- 
«Ue adrerfaryy 'btoXw w otXoK) koH pnywy cv Xoywv )uyoT*>Tft. In bis ia» 
vedives he fcarcely allows any ihare of wit or courage to the 
apoftate^ 

fervent 
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CHAP, fervent devotion, and voracious appetite, at the 
' facrifices, which were repeatedly offered in his 
camp, of whole hecatombs of fat oxen'*. The; 
armies of the Eaft, which had been trained un- 
d^r the ftandard of the crofs, and of Conftantius^ 
required a more artful and expenfive mode of 
perfuafion. On the days" of folemn and public 
feftivals, the emperor received the homage, and 
rewarded the merit, of the troops. His throne 
of (late was encircled with the military enfigns 
of Rome and, the republic ; the holy name o£ 
Chrift was erazed from the Labarum ; and the 
fymbols of war, of majefty, and of pagan fuper- 
ftition, were fo dextroufly blended, that the 
faithfiil fubjed incurred the guilt of idolatry, 
when he refpeftfuUy faluted the perfon or image 
of his fovereign. The foldiers paffed fucceffively 
in review ; and each of them, before he received: 
from the hand of Julian a liberal donative, pro-^ 
poTtioned to his rank and fervices, was required 
to caft a few grains of incenfe into the flame 
which bnrnt upon the altar. Some Chriftian 
confeffors might refift, and others might repent ; 
but the far greater number, allured by the pro- 
fped of gold, and awed by the prefence of the 
emperor, contracted the criminal engagement; 

5> Julian. Epift. xxxviii. Ainmianus, xxii. 12. Adeo ut in 
dies paene fingulos milites carnis diftentiore i'agina vi^litantes incuU* 
tius» potufque aviditate correpti^ humeris impofiti tranfeuntium per 
plateaSy ex publicis sedibus • • • • ad fua diverforia portarentor. - 
The devout prince and the indignant hiftorian defcribe the fame 
icene ; and in lllyricum or Antioch, fimilar caufes muft have pro- 
duced ilmilar effi:£lt. *■ 

and 
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tind their future perfeverance in the worfliip of ^^Jji/* 
the gods was enforced by every confideration of '-*-y-w 
duty and of intereft. By the frequent repetition 
of thefe arts, and at the expence of fums which ■ 
would have purchafed the fervice of half the 
nations of Scythia, Julian gradually acquired for 
his troops the imaginary proteftion of the gods, 
and for himfelf the firm and cffedual fupportof 
the Roman legions". It is indeed more than 
probable, that the rcftoration and encouragement 
of Paganifm revealed a multitude of pretended 
GhrifUans, who, from motives of temporal advan- 
tage, had acquiefced in the religion of the former 
reign; and who afterwards returned, with the 
fame flexibility of confcience, to the faith which 
was profefled by the fucceflfors of Julian. * 

While the devout monarch inceflantly laboured The Jcwii 
to reftore and propagate the religion of his an- 
ceftors, he embraced the extraordinary defign of 
rebuilding the temple of Jerufalem. In a pub- 
lic epiftle ** to the nation or community of the 
Jews, difperfed through the provinces, he pities 
their misfortunes, condemns their oppreffors, 
prsdfcs their conftancy, declares himfelf their 

51 Gregory (Drat. Hi. p. 74, 75- 83— «C0 »"*^ Libanius (Orat. 
Parent, c. Ixxxi, ixxxii. p. 307, 308.) ^^f* T«vT».y w (nre^^iv, wv 
ttpaiMiw^JOTW a,nK»><rQou /lAiyotv. The fophilt ow»s and jullifics the 
expence of thefe military converfions. 

$4 Julian's epiftle (xxv.) is addreM to the community of the 
Jew$. Aldus (Vtfnet. 1499*) l»a» branded it with an u yvmrw^ ; but 
this ftigma is juftly removed by the fubfequent editors, Petavius 
Md Spanheim. The epiftlels mentioned by Sozomen (1. v* c. 11. )» 
and the purport of it is confirmed ty Gregory (Orat. iv. p. xii.)* 
Jnd by Julian himfelf, Fragment, p. %9S* 

You IV. H gracious 
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<: H A p. gracious proteftor, and expreffes a pious hoptf^ 
that after his return from the Perfian war, he 
may be permitted to pay his grateful vows to 
the Almighty in his noly city of Jerufalem. 
The blind fuperflition^ and abjed flavcry, of 
thofe unfortunate exiles, * mud eifccite the coxu 
tempt of a {ihilofophic emperor ; biit ihiiy de- 
lerved the ftiendibip of Julian, by thdr impla* 
cable hatred of the cKriftian name; The barren 
fynagogue abhorred and envied the fecundity of 
the rebellious church : the power of the Jew& 
was not equal to their malice ; but their graveft 
rabbis approved the private murder of an apo- 
ilate " ; and theii: feditious clamours had often 
awakened the indoleiice of tlie pagan magift rates. 
tJnder the reign . of Conftantine, the Jews be- 
came the fubjefls of their revolted children, nor 
was it long before they fekperienced the bitterne(s 
bf domeftic tyranny. The civil immunities 
which had beieh granted, or confirmed, by Se- 
verus, were gradually repealed by the Chriftian 
princes ; and a rafh tumult excited by the Jews 
of Paleftine**, feemed to juftify the lucrative 
inodes bf opprefSon, which wer6 invented by the 

5$ The Mifnati denounced death again ft thofe who alMndoncfl the 
foundation. The judgment of afeal is explained by Marfliam (Ca- 
non. Chron. p. i6i, i6i. edit. fot. London^ 167a.} and Bafnay 
(Ht(l. des Juifs, torn, vii^ p. no.}. Conftantine made a law to 
protect Chriftian converts from Jifdaifm. Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. 
tit. Viii. leg. f • Godefroy, torn. vi. p. 115. 

56 Et interea (during the civil war of Magnentivs) Judf^orvm 
feditio, qui Patiicium nefarie in regni fpsciem foftulerunt, opprefla. 
Autt\\ii% Viaor, in Conftantio, c. jtlii. See TiHemoBti hM. det 
EmpercurSy torn, iv, p. 379, in 4.10. 

bifiiops 
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bHhops and eunuchs of the court of Cohftantius* chap. 
The Jewi(h patriarchy who was ftiU permitted ^^^^^^^ 
to exercife a precarious jurifdidion, held his refi* 
dence at Tiberias '' ; and the neighbouring cities of 
PalefUne were filled with the remains of a people^ 
who fondly adhered to the promifed land. But 
the edidfc of Hadrian was renewed and enforced ; 
and they viewed from afar the walls of the holy 
city, which were profaned in their eyes by the 
triumph of the crofs, and the devotion of the 
Chriftians '\ 

In the midft of a rocky and barren country^ jenifiamj 
the walls of Jerufalem *^ inclofed the two moun* 
tains of Sion and Acra, within an oval figure of 
about three Englifli miles ^^ Towards the fouth, 
the upper town, and the fortrefs of David, were 
ereded on the lofty afcent of Mount Slion : oa 
the north fide, the buildings of the lower towa 
covered the fpacious fummit of Mount Acra; 
and a part of the hill, diftinguiOied by the name 
6f Moriah, and levelled by human induftry, 
was crowned with the (lately temple of the Jewifli 

57 The city and fynngogue of Tiberias are curioufly defcribed bjr 
Jteland. Paleftin. torn. ii. p. 1036 — 104a* 

5t Bafna^ bas fully illuftrated the ftate of the Jews under Con* 
ftamineand bitfueceflbrt (torn. ▼iii. cm p. 211—153). 

59 Reland (Palcflin. Uu p. 309. 390^ K iii. p. S38.) defcribet, 
with learning ami perfpicuity, Jerufaleip, and the face of the adjacenH 
country. 

, *o I have confulted a rare and curiotu treaftife of M. d'AnviH* 
(for Tancienne Jerufalem, Parity 17479 p. 750* The circumference 
of the ancient city (Eufeb^ Preparat. Evangel* )• ix. c. 36.) was 
Iwenty-feven ftadia^ or a 5 50 ttifes* A plah> taken on the fpot, 
alFigns no more than 1980 for the modern town* The circiih is 
defined by aattind land-marks^ which cannot bt miftaken or re* 
fflond. 

Ha nation. 
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liation. After the final deftruQion of the temple, 
by the arms of Titus and Hadrian, a plough- 
ihare was drawn , over the confecrated ground, 
as a fign of perpetual interdi£tion. Sion was 
deferted ; and the vacant fpace of the lower city 
was filled with the public and private edifices 
of the iElian colony, which fpread themfelves 
over the adjacent hill of Calvary. The holy 
places were polluted with monuments of idolatry ; 
and, either from defign or accident, a chapel 
was dedicated to Venus, on the fpot which had 
been fanftified by the death and refurreftion of 
Chrift ^^ Almoft three hundred years after thofe 
ftupendous events, the ^profane chapel of Venus 
was demoliflied by the order of Conftantine ; and 
the removal of the earth and ftones revealed the 
holy fepulchre to the eyes of mankind. A mag- 
nificent church was erefted on that myftic ground, 
by the firft Chriftian emperor ; and the efiFefts of 
his pious munificence were extended to every fpot 
which had been confecrated by the footfteps of pa- 
triarchs, of prophets, and of the Son of God**, 
riigrim- 'I'hc paffionate defire of contemplating the 
*«««• original monuments of the redemption, atrrafted 

to Jerufalem a fucceflive crowd of pilgrims, from 
the ihores of the Atlantic ocean, and the moft 

^^ See two curious paflages in Jerom (torn, i. p. io». torn. vi. 
P* 315O1 dnci the ample detatit of Tillemont (Hift, des BinpeiturSi 
torn. i. p. 569. torn. ii. p. 489. 994. 4to edittOD). 

fi« Eufcbius, in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iii. €• a^— 47. 51—53. The 
emperor likewife built churches at Betblem, the Mount of Olirei, 
and the oak of Mambre. The holy fepulchre it defcribed by Sandys 
(Travels, p. ia5-.i33.), and curioufly delineated by Lc Bruyn 
(Voyage au Lcrani, p. %^%^%^^.). 

diftant 
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diftant countries of the Eaft ** ; and their piety ^ " ^ p. 
was authorifed by the example of the emprefs 
Helena, who appears to have united the credu* 
lity of age with tfie warm feelings of a recent 
converfion. Sages and heroes, who have vifited 
the memorable fcenes of ancient wifdom or glory, 
have confcffed the infpiration of the genius of 
the place ** ; and the Chriftian, who knelt before 
the holy fepulchre, afcribed his lively fisiith, and 
his fervent devotion, to the more immediate in- 
fluence of the Divine fpirit. The zeal, perhaps 
the avarice, of the clergy at Jerufalem, cheriihed 
and multiplied thefe beneficial vifits. They 
fixed, by unqueftionabie tradition, the fcene of 
each memorable event. They exhibited the 
inftruments which had been ufed in the paflion 
of Chrift ; the nails and the lance that liad 
pierced bis hands,, his feet, and his fide; the 
crown of thorns that was planted on his head ; 
the pillar ^t which he was fcourged ; and, above 
all, they fhewed the crofs on which he fuffered, 
and which was dug out of the earth in the reign 
of thofe princes, who inferted the fymbol of 
Chriftianity in the banners of the Roman le» 
gions ^% Such miracles, as feemed necelTary to 

account 

** The itinerary from Bourdeaux to Jerufalem, was compofed in 
the year 333, for the ufe of pilgrims ; among whom Jcrom (tom. i. 
p. 126.) mentions the Britons and the Indians. The caiifes of this 
fuperftitious falhion are difcufled in the learned and judicious preface 
of Weffcling (Itinerar. p. 537— 545.)* 

^3 Cicero (de Finibus, v. i.) has beautifully ex prelTed the common 
fenfe of mankind. 

^4 Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 316. N041— 50.) and Til- 
lemont (Mem, Ecclef* tom. vii. p. 8— -1^.) ^e the biftorians and 
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CHAP, account for its extraordinary prcfervation, and 
feafonable difcovery, were gradually propagated 
without oppofition. The cuftody of the true 
crofsy which on Eafter Sunday was folemnly ex- 
pofed to the people, was entrufted to the bilhop 
of Jerufalem ; and he alone might gratify the 
curious devotion of the pilgrims, by the gift of 
fmall pieces, which they enchafed in gold or 
gems, and carried away in triumph to their re- 
fpedive countries. But as this gainful branch of 
commerce muft foon have been annihibted, it was 
found convenient to fuppofe, that the marvel- 
lous wood pofTeflfed a fecret power of vegetation ; 
and that its fubftance, though continually dimi- 
nifhed, ftill remained entire and unimpaired^'* 
It might perhaps have been expefted, that the 
influence of the places and the belief of a per- 
petual miracle, ihould have produced fome falu- 
tary efieds on the morals, as well as on the 
faith of the people. Yet the mod refpeflable 
of the ecclefiaftical writers have been obliged to 
^opf^fsy not only that th| ftreets of Jerufalem 

champions of the miraculous Invintton of the crofs, under the reign 
of Conitantine. Their oideft witnefies are Paulinus» Sulpicius Se- 
vrrps, Rufinu^i Apibrofe, and perhaps Cyril of Jerufalem. The 
filence of Eufebius, and the Bourdeaux pilgrim, which fatisiies thofe 
who think, perplexes thofe who believe. See Jortin-s fenfible re- 
marks, vol. ii. p. 23S'*-i48. 

65 This multiplication is aiTerted by Paulinus (epift. xxxvii. Set 
^upin, Bibliot. Ecclef* torn. -iii. p. 149. j> who feeins to. have im- 
proved a rhetorical flourifti of Cyril into a real fa6l. The fame fu- 
pernatural privilege muft have be^n communicated to the Virginal 
milk (Erafmi Optra, torn, i, p. ^^Z, Lugd. Batav. 1703. in Col- 
]oq. de Peregrinat. Religionis ergo), faints heads, &€•■ and other re* 
)icS| which were repeated in fo many different churches. 

were 
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were iil!ie4 with the inceflant tumult pf bufinefg ^^xili^' 
an4 pleafu^e*", but that every fp^ies of vicci W i^w-*^^ 
adultery, theft, idolatry, poifoniiig, murder, wa3 
£imiliar to the inhabitants of the holy city*^ 
The wealth and pre-eminence of the church of 
Jerufalem excited the ambition of Arian, as well 
as orthodox, candidates ^ and the virtues of Cy- 
ril, who, fince his death, has been honoured witl^ 
the title of Saint, were dirplayed in the exercife, 
rather th^n in the accjuifition, of his epifcopal 
dignity ••. « 

The vain and ambitious mind of Julian might juiian au 
afpire to reftore the apcjent glory of the temple ''u'JI^^Jit 
of Jerufalem^. As thp Chriftians were firmly teniiie. 
perfuaded that a feutencQ pf everlafting deftruc- 
cion had been pronounced ^gaipft the whole fabric 
of the Mofaic law, the Imperial fophilt woul4 

M Jerom rtom. i. p. 103. )f ^^^ redded in the neighbouring ?iU 
lage of Bethlem, defcribcft the vices of Jfrufalem from hit perfonai 
experiencp. 

•7 Gregor. ^ylTen, apud Weffejing, p. 539. The whole epiftle, 
which conidemns either the ufe or the abufe of religious pilgrimage* 
it painful to the Catho)ip divines, \yl)i]e it is dear and familiar to our 
Proteftant polemics, 

^ He renounced his ortho<lox ordination, officiated as a deacon^ 
and was re-ordaiaed by the hands of the Arians. But Cyril after- 
wards changed with the times, and prudently cqnformed to the 
Nicene faith. Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. viii.), who treats hia 
memory with tendernefs and r^fpe^, lias thrown his virtues into 
the text, and his faults into the notes, in Recent obfciirityi at the end 
of the volume. 

^ Imperii fui ipemoriam magnitudine operum gefticns propa- 
g^re. Anunian. xxiij. i. The temple of Jerufalem had been 
famous even among thp Gentiles. 7h€y had many temples in each 
city (at Sichem five, at Gaza eight, at Rome four hundred and 
twenty-four) } but the v^ea^th and religion of t^e Jewiih nation wa% 
entered in one fpot* 

R 4 h?iYc 
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CHAP, have converted the fuccefs of his undertaking 
into a fpecious argument againft the faith of 
prophecy, and the truth of revelation'®. He 
was difpleafed with the fpiritual worihip of the 
iynagogue j but he approved the inftitutions of 
Mofes, who had not difdained to adopt many of 
the rites and ceremonies of Egypt ^". The local 
and national deity of the Jews was fincerely 
adored by a polytheift, who defired only to mul- 
tiply the number of the gods ** j and fuch was 
the appetite of Julian for bloody facrifice, that 
his emulation might be excited by the piety of 
Solomon, who had offered, at the feafl of the 
dedication, twenty-two thoufand oxen, and one 
hundred and twenty thoufand flieep". Thefe 
confiderations might- influence his defigns; but 
th^ profpe£t of an immediate and important ad? 

7® The fecret intentions of Julian are revealed by the late bifhop 
of Glouccfter, the learned and dogmatic Warhurton ; who, with the 
muthority of a theologian, piefcribes the motives and concUift of the 
Supreme Being. The dicourfe intitled Julian (id edition, London^ 
'75i)> >^ ftrongly marked with all the peculiarities which are imputei| 
to the Warburtonian fchool; 

It I ihelter myfelf behind Marimoi>ides, Mardiam, Spencer^ Le 
Clerc, Warburton, &c. who have fairly derided the fears, the folly^ 
and the falfehood of fume fuperftitious divines. Se^ Divine Legation^ 
vol. iv. p. 15, &c. 

7* Julian (Fragment, p. 295.) refpeflfuUy ftylcs him ftiy»j fliqf, 
and mentions him elfewhcre (epilt. Ixiii.) with ftill higher reverence* 
He doubly condemns the Chriitians: for believing, and for renoun- 
cing the religion of the Jews. Their Deity was a trut^ but not thf 
fnly, God. A pud Cyril. 1. ix. p. 305, 306. 

71 1 Kings, viii. 63. a Chronicles, vii. 5. Jofeph. Antiquitat. 
Judaic. 1. viii. c. 4. p. 431. edit. Havercamp. As the blood and 
fmoke of fo many hecatombs might be inconvenient, Lightfoot, the 
Clvittian rabbi, removes them by a miracle. Le Clerc (ad loca) is 
bold enough to fufpefl the Bdelity of the numbers. 

vantage^ 
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vantage, wpuld not fuflfer the impatient monarch 
to ezped the remote and uncertain event of the 
Perfian war. He refolved to ereft, without delay^ 
pn the commancjing eminence of Moriah, 9. 
(lately temple, which might ecllpfe the fplendof 
of the church of the Refurredion on the adja- 
cent hill of Calvary ; to eftablifh an order of 
prieds, whofe interefted 2seal would dete£t the 
arts, and refifl: the ambition, of their Chriftiai^ 
Rivals i and to invite a numerous colony of Jews, 
whofe Aem fanaticifm would be always prepared 
to fecond, and even to anticipate, the ho(UIe 
meafbres of the pagan government. Among the 
friends of the emperor (if the names of emperor i 
and of friend are not incompatible) the firft ' 
place was affigned, by Julian himfelf, to the vir* 
tuous and learned Alypius '*. The humanity of 
Alypius was tempered by fevere juftice, and 
manly fortitude ; and while he exercifed his abi- 
lities in the civil adminiftration of Britain, he 
imitated, in his poetical compofitions, the hair* 
mony and foftnefs of the odes of Sappho. This 
minifter, to whom Julian communicated, with* 
out referve, his moft carelefs levities, and his 
moft ferious counfels, received an extraordinary 
pommiffion to reftore, in its priftine beauty, the 
temple of Jerufalem; and the diligence of Aly- 
pius required and obtained the ftrenuous fupport 
of the governor of Paleftine. At the call of their 
great deliverer, the Jews, from all the provinces 
of the empire, aflembled on the holy mountain 

74 Julian, epift. xxlx, xxy. La Bleterie has negle^led to titnilate 
t)ve fccpnd of tlufe epiftles. / 
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of tbelr fathers; and their infotent triumph 
alarmed and exafperated the Chriftiah inhabititnt^"; 
of Jerufalem. The defire of rebuilding the tem- 
ple has, in every age, been the ruh'ng paf&on of 
the children of Ifrael* In this propitious moment 
the men forgot their avarice, and the v^omen 
their delicacy ; fpades and pickaxes of filver were 
provided by the vanity of the rich, and th^ rub- 
biih was tranfported in mantles of filk and purple* 
Every purfe was opened in liberal contributions, 
every hand claimed a ihare in the pious labour ; 
and the commands of a great monarch were 
executed by the enthufiafm of a whole people '*. 

Tet, on this occafion, the joint efforts of 
power and enthufiafm were unfuccefsful ; and 
the ground of the Jewifh temple, which is now 
covered by a Mahometan mofque'% ftill cqr^ 
tinned to exhibit the fame edifying fpedacle of 
ruin and defol^tion. Perhaps the abfence and 
death of the emperor, and the new maxims of a 
Chrjflian reign, might explain the interruption 
pf an arduous work, which was attempted only 
in the la(t fix months of 'the life of Julian 


7T 


75 See the zeal and impatience of the Jews in Gregory Nasianse* 
(prat. iv. p. sit*) and Theodoret (1. iii. c. ao^)» 

7^ ^ujlt by Qmart the fecond Khaltf, who died A* D. 6^^.. 
This great mofqiie covers the whole confecrated ground of the 
jewifli temple* and conilitutes almoft a i'quare of 760 ieifei, or one 
Roman mile in circ|imference. See d* Anville Jenifalem, p. 45, 

77 Ammianus records the confuls of the year 363, before he pro* 
eeede to mention the tboyght of Julian. Templum • • • inftaurare 
funiptibus ugit'abai immodtcis. Warbprton has a fecret wifli to ast^ 
ticipate the de(ign $ but he mud have underftood, from former ex- 
amples^ thajt the execution of f^ch a ^91 (^ ^9^^ ^'^Y^ demanded 
many years. 
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But the Chriftians entertained a natural and '^JJiii'' 
pious expedation, that, in this memorable con- ^--^-w 
teft, the honour of religion would be vindicated 
by fome iignal miracle. An earthquake, a vi^hirl- 
wind, and a fiery eruption, which overturned 
iand fcattered the new foundations of the temple, 
are attefted, with fome variations, by contem« 
porary and refpeftable evidence^'. This public 
event is defcribed by Ambrofe ^% bifliop of Mi- 
lan, in' an epiftle to the emperor Theodofius^ 
which muft provoke the fevere animadverfion of 
the Jews; by the eloquent Chryfdftom'% who 
might appeal to the memory of the elder part of 
his congregation at Antioch; and by Gregory 
Nazianzen", who publifhed his account of the perhaptiif 
miracle before the expiration of the fame year. ]^^^^' 
The laft of thfefe writers has boldly declared, «vmu 
that this prsetematural event was not difputed by 
the infidels ; and his aflertion, ftrange as it may 

7^ The rubfequent witn^flety Socrates, Sozomen, Tbeodorcr, 
PhiloftorgiuSy &c. add contradi^lienSy rather than authority* 
Gompare the obje6lion8 of Bafnage (Hift. des Juifs^ toiD. viii* 
p. 157— 16S.) with Warburton^s anfwers (Julian, p. 174— asS.)* 
The biihop hat ingenioufly explained the miraculous crofTes which 
appeared on the garments of the f|)e£tators by a iimiiar inftance, and 
the natural effeds of lightning. 

79 Ambrof« torn, ii, epift. xl. p. 946. edit. Benediflin. He com- 
pofed this fanatic epiAle (A. P. 3S8.} to juflify a biihop, who bad 
been condemned by the civil magiltrate for burning a fynagoguc. 

*• Chryfoftom, torn. i. p. 580. adverf. Judseos et Gentes, torn. ii. 
p. 574. de SV^ Babyl^y edit, Montfaucon. I have followed the 
common and natural fuppofition; but the learned Benedifline, who 
dates the compofitiori of thefe fermons in the year 383, is confident 
they were never pronounced from the pulpit. 

8* Greg, Nazianzcn, Orat. iv. p. no*— 113. To li w irt^tSonTp 

leem. 
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feem, is confirmed by the unexceptionable tefti# 
rhony of Ammianus Marcellinus ^\ . The philo- 
fophic foldier, who loved the virtues, without 
adopting the prejudices of his mafter, has re- 
corded, in his judicious and candid hiftory of 
his own times, the extraordinary obftacles which 
interrupted the reftoration of the temple of Jeru-. 
falem. " Whilft Alypius, affifted by the go- 
** vernor of the province, urged, with vigour 
*' and diligence, the execution of the work, 
^* horrible balls of fire breaking out near the 
*' foundations, with frequent and reiterated aU 
^* tacks, rendered the place, from time to time, 
^* inacceffible to the fcorched and blafted work- 
** men ; and the vidorioiis element continuing 
*^ in this manner obftinately and refolutely bent, 
^* as it were, to drive them to a diftance, the 
** undertaking was abandoned.** Such authority 
ihould fatisfy a believing, and muft aftonifli an 
incredulous, mind. Yet a philofopher may ftill 
require the original evidence of impartis^l andl 
intelligent fpedators. At this important crifis, 
any fingular accident of nature would aiTume the 
appearance, and produce the effefts, of a real 
prodigy. This glorious deliverance woul4 be 

^* Ammian. xxiii. x. Cum itaque rei fortiter inftaret Alypius» 
juvaretque provinciac re£lor> metuendi globi flammarum prope funda- 
menta crebris afTultibus erumpentes fecere locum exiifjkis aliquotiet 
operaiitibus inaccelTum: hocque modo elemento deftinatius repellente^ 
ceiTavit inceptum. Warburton labours (p. 60—90.) to extort a con- 
feillonofthe miracle from the mouths of Julian and Libanius, and 
to employ the evidence of a rabbi, who lived in the fifteenth century. 
Such v^itncfies can only be received by a very favourable judge. 

fpcedily 
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fpe'edily improved and magnified by the pious art c h a p. 
of the clergy of Jerufalem, and the aSive ere- ^-li-^-w 
duUty of the Chriftian world ; and, at the diftancc 
of twenty years, a Roman biftorian, carelefs of 
theological difputes, might adorn his work with 
the fpecious and fplendid miracle ". 

The reftoration of the Jewifli temple was fe- Partiaiitf 
cretly connefted with the ruin of the Chriftian «n«i«»^ 
church. Julian ftill continued to maintain the 
ireedom of religious worfliip, without diftinguifli- 
ing, whether this univerfal tole^atio^ proceeded 
from his juftice, or his clemency. He affe&ed 
to pity the unhappy Chriftian's, who were mif- 
taken in the moft important obje£t of their lives ; 
but his pity was degraded by contempt, his con- 
tempt was embittered by hatred ; and the fen- 
timents of Julian were expreffed in a ftyle of 
(arcaftic wit, which inflicts a deep and deadly 
wound, whenever it iffues from the mouth of a 
fovereign. As he was fenfible that the Chriftians 
gloried in the name of their Redeemer, he coun- 
tenanced, and perhaps enjoined, the ufe of the 
lefs honourable appellation of Galil^eaks •*. 
He declared, that, by the folly of the Galileans, 

•j Dr. Lardner, perhaps alone of the Chriftian critics, prefumet 
to doubt the truth of this famous miracle (Jewifli and Heathen 
Teftimonies, vol. iv. p. 47— 71.)* ^^^ filence of Jerome would 
lead to a fufpicion, that the fame (lory, which was celebrated at a 
diftance, might be defpifed on the fpot. 

*4 Greg. Naz. Orat. iii* p. 81. And this law was confirmed by 
the invariable praftice of Julian himfelf. Warburton has juftly ob. 
ferved (p. 35.), that the Platonifts believed in the myfterious virtue of 
words ; and Julianas dillike. for the name of Chrift might proceed 
from AiperAition, as well as from contempt. 
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^Sfxni ^* whom he defcribes as a fefl: of fanatics, contempt* 
ible to men, and odious to the gods, the empire 
had been reduced to the brink of deftrudion; 
and he mfinuates in a public edidi:, that a frantic 
patient might fometimes be cured by falutary 
violence'*. An ungenerous diftinftion was ad- 
mitted into the mind and counfels of Julian, that, 
according t9 the difference of their religious fentU 
ments, one part of his fubjeds deferred his 
favour and friend (hip, while the other was en-* 
titled only to the common benefits that his juftice 
could not refufe to an ^obedient people •** Ac- 
cording to a principle, pregnant with mifchief 
and oppreflion, the emperor transferred, to the 
pontiffs of his own religion, the management of 
the liberal allowances from the public revenue^ 
which had been granted to the church by the 
piety of Conftantine and his fons. The proud 
fyftem of clerical honours and immunities, which 
had been conftruded with fo much art and la- 
bour, was levelled to the ground ; the hopes of 
teftamentary donations were intercepted by the 
rigour of the laws ; and the priefts of the Chrif- 
tian fe^ wer^ confounded with the lafl: and moft 

*i Fragtnent. Julian, p. aSS. He derides the j^e^m« FoXtXaMMf 
(Kpift. vii.), and lb fir lofes fight of the principles of t^Ieratiooi a* 
to wifli (epift. xlii.) cckovtoc^ mlo^oh, 

V6 Ou yap ^i Gifju^ If I KOiu^ifAiv n sXsflUpny 

Thefe two lines, which Julian has changed and perverted In the true 
fpirit of a bigot (Eptft. xlix.), are taken from the fpeech of iBolin^ 
when he refufes to grant Ulyfles a frefli fupply of winds (Ody(n x. 
73.). Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. lix. p. «S6.) attempts tojuftify 
this partial behaviour, by an apology, in which perfecution peepa 
through the maik of capdoor. 

' ignOfs 
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.^ominious clafe of the people. Such of thcfe ^^^#1*' 
teguiations as appeared necefiary to check the v---n'*— ^ 
ambition and avarice of the ecclefiaftics, were 
foojl afterwards imitated by the wifdom of an 
orthodox prince. The peculiar diftindions which 
policy has beftowed, or fuperftition has lavilhed» 
on the facerdotal order, mu/i be confined to thofe 
priefts who profefs the religion of the ftate* 
But the will of the legiflator was not exempt from 
prejudice and pailion; and it was the objeft of 
the infidious policy of Julian, to deprive the 
Chriilians of all the temporal honours and ad* 
vantages which rendered them refpeflable in the 
eyes. of the world '\ 

A juft and fevere cenfurc has been inflid:ed j^^j^^j^ 
on the law which prohibited the Chriftians from Chriftiaut 
teaching the arts of grammar and rhetoric *•. teaching 
The motives alleged by the emperor to juftify fchooit. 
this partial and oppreilive meafure, might com- 
mand, during his life-time, the filence of flaves 
'and the applaufe of flatterers. Julian abufes the 
ambiguous meaning of a word which might be 
indifferently applied to the language and the re^ 
ligion t)f the Greeks! he contemptuoufly ob-^ 
ferves, that the men who exalt the merit of im- 
plicit faith are unfit to claim or to enjoy the 
advantages of fcience ; and he vainly contends, 

'7 Thefe laws which afFefled the clergy, may be found in th« 
Hight hints of Julian himrelf (Epift. Hi.), in the vague declamations . 
of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. S6^ S7*)» ^"^ ^^ the pofulve ailertions of 
Sozomen (U v. c. 5.}« 

ss Inclemens • • • perenni obruendum iilentto* Anrmian. xxii. 

that 
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CHAP, that if they refufe to adore the gods of Homer 
and Demofthenes, they ought to content them* 
felves with expounding Luke and Matthew in the 
churches of the Galilaeans "•. In all the cities of 
the Roman world, the education of the youth 
was entrufted to mailers of grammar and rhe- 
toric; who were eledied by the magiftrates, 
maintained at the public expence, and diftin- 
guiihed by many lucrative and honourable pri- 
vileges. The edift of Julian appears to have 
. included the phyficians^ and profeflbrs of all the 
liberal artsj and the emperor, who referred to 
himfelf the approbation of the candidates, was 
authorifed by the laws to corrupt, or to punifli, 
the religious conftancy of the mod learned of the 
Chriftian8*^ As foon as the refignation of the 
more obftinate *' teachers had eftabliQied the un- 
rivalled dominion of the Pagan fophifts, Julian 
, invited the riling generation to refort with free- 
dom to the public fchools, in a juft confidence^ 

<9 The edi6l itfelf, which is ftill extant among the epiftles of Ju* 
liqn (xlii.), may be compared with the loofe inve£lives of Gregory 
(Orat. ill. p. 96.)* Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vfi. p. Xft9i— 
2194.) has coUeAed the Teeming differences of ancients and modernt* 
They may be eafily reconciled. The Chriftians were direBly forbid to 
t«ach» they were indireHly forbid to learn i fince they would not frequent 
dte^ fchools of the Pagans* 

9» Codes Theodof. K ziii* tit. iii. de medicss et profefToributj 
leg. 5. (publi(hed the X7th of June, received, at Spoleto in Italy, the 
a9th of July, A* D* 363t) with Godefroy*s lUuftrationsj torn. r« 
p. 31. 

91 Orofius celebrates their difinterefted reiblution, 9ic«t a ma* 
loribns noflris compertum habemus, omnes ubique propeinodum 
• • • • ofHciom quam fidem deferere maluerunr, vii, 30, ProaerefioSf 
a CKriilian Tophi ft, refuTed to accept the partial favour of the emperor* 
Uieionyoi. in Cbron* pi i85« Edit* Scali«;ert Eunaptas in PixMlk 
xeiioy p. xi6» 

thafe 
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that their tender muids would receive the im* ( c h a p. 
preffions of literature and idolatry. If the greateft ^^^^'^L^ 
part of the Chriftian youth (hould be deterred 
by their own fcruples, or by thofe of their pa- 
rents, from accepting this dangerous mode of 
inftrudion, they muft, at the fame time, relin* 
quiih the benefits of a liberal education. Julian 
had reafon to expeA that, in the fpace of a few 
years, the church would relapfe into its primse* 
val fimplicity, and that the theologians, who 
pofleiTed an adequate (hare of the learning and 
eloquence of the age, would be fucceeded by a 
generation of blind and ignorant fanatics, inca* 
pable of defending the truth of their own prin- 
ciples, or of expofmg the various follies of Poly- 
theifm^*. 

It was undoubtedly the wifli and the defign of Difgrace 
Julian to deprive the Chriftians of the advantages ^^^^ ^f 
of Wealth, of knowledge, and of power; but the theChrift. 
injuftice of excluding them from all offices of 
truft and profit, feems to have been the refult of 
his general policy, rather than the immediate 
confequence of any pofitive law'\ Superior 
merit might deferve, and obtain, fome extraor- 

9* Tbey had recourfe to the expedient of compofing books for 
their own fchelols. Within a few months ApoUinaris produced hit 
Chrtftian imitatioDi of Hoiner (a (acred hiftory in xxiv. books), 
Pindar, Euripides, and Menander ) and Sozomen is fatisfied, that 
they equalled, or excelled, the originals. 

91 It was the inftroaion of Julian to his magiftratet (Epift. rii.) 
ftfn»i^ta0^ ^ tu rui Qno'ifius xeu icaw fnfti iuu Sosomen (1. v. 
€. i8.) and Socrates (1. iii, c. 13.) mult be reduced to the ftandard 
of Gregory (Drat. iii. p. 95.)f not lefs prone to exaggeration, but 
ttore rcftrajned by the adlual knowledge of bis contenOporary readers*. 

Vol. IV* I dinary 
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CHAP, dinary exceptions; but the greater part of the 
Chriftian officers were gradually removed from 
their employments in the ftate, the army, and the 
provinces. The hopes of future* candidates were 
extinguifhed by the declared partbKty of a 
prince, who malicioufly reminded them, that it 
was unlawful for a Chriftian to ufe the fword, 
cither of juftice, or of war; and who ftudi- 
oufly guarded the camp and the tribunals with 
the enfigns of idolatry. The powers of govern- 
ment were entrufted to the Pagans, who pro* 
fefled an ardent zeal for the religion of their 
anceftors ; and as the choice of the emperor was 
often direfted by the rules of divination, the 
favourites whom he preferred *as the moft agree- 
able to the gods, did not always obtain the ap- 
probation of mankind '\ Under the admini- 
flration of their enemies, the Chriftians had much 
to fuflFer, and more to apprehend* The temper 
of Julian was averfe to cruelty ; and the care of 
his reputation, which was expofed to the eyes of 
the univerfe, reftrained the philofophic monarch 
from violating the laws of juftice and toleration, 
which he himfelf had fo recently eftabliflied. 
But the provincial minifters of his authority were 
placed in a lefs confpicuous flation. In the 
exercife of arbitrary power, they confulted the 
wifhes, rather than the commands, of their fove« 
reign ; and ventured to exercife a fecret and vex« 
atious tyranny againft the fe£taries, on whom they 

94 fn<fu 9tuy xou %}ij; xcu fxt) %2i;^ Libanius> Orat. Parent, c. St. 
p. 3H. 

6 were 
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Were not permitted to confer the honours of mar- ^ J* ^ p- 
tyrdom. The emperor, who diflfembled as long ^^i->^'^> 
as poiBble, his knowledge of the injuftice that 
was exercifed in his name, expreffed his real fenfe 
of the conduA of his officers, by gentle reproofs 
and fubftantial rewards '% 

The mod effeftual inftrument of oppreflion, Theyaw 
with which they were armed, was the law that condemned 
obliged the Chriftians to make full and ample the Pagan 
fatisfaflion for the temples which they had de- **""?*••• 
ftroyed under the preceding reign. The zeal of 
the triumphant church had not always expe&ed 
the fan£lion of the public authority ; and the 
biihops, who were fecure of impunity, had often 
marched, at the head of their congregations, to 
attack and demolifh the fortrefles of the prince 
of darknefs. The confecrated lands, which had 
increafed the patrimony of the fovereign or of 
the clergy, were clearly defined, and eafily re- 
.ftored. But on thefe lands, and on the ruins <^ 
Pagan fuperftition, the Chriftians had frequently 
ereded their own religious edifices : and as it 
was heceflary to remove the church before the 
temple could be rebuilt, the juftice and piety of 
the emperor were applauded by one party, while 
the other deplored and execrated his facrilegious 
violence ^% After the ground was cleared, the 

95 Greg. Naz. Orat. iii« p. 74. 91, 9«. Socrates, 1. 111. c. r^. 
Theodorety 1. iii, c. 6. Some drawback may hoWeirer be allowed 
for the violence of tbdr zeal, not lefs partial than the zeal of Julian. 

96 If we compare the gentle language of Libanius (Orat. Parent. 
*c;66« p. 2S6.) with the paffionate exclamations of Gregorf (Orat. iii* 

p. S6, 87.<)» AYe may find it difficult to perfuade ourfelvesy that th« 
twQ orators are really dcTcribing the fame eTents* - 

I 2 . reditu tion 
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c H A F. reftkution of thofe (lately ftruftures, which had 
been levelled with the dull ; and of the precious 
ornaments, which had been converted to Chrif- 
tian ufes ; fwelled into a very large account of 
damages and debt. The authors of the injury 
had neither the ability nor the inclination to dif* 
charge this accumulated demand : and the im-* 
partial wifdom of a legiilaior would have been 
difplayed in balancing the adverfe claims and 
complaints, by an equitable and temperate ar- 
bitration. But the whole empire,^ and particu- 
larly the Eaft, was thrown into confufion by the 
ra(h edicts of Julian ; and the Pagan magiftrates, 
inflamed by zeal and revenge, abufed the ri- 
gorous privilege of the Roman law, which fub- 
ftitutes, in the place of his inadequate property, 
the perfon of the infolvenc debtor. Under the 
preceding reign, Mark, bifhop of Arethufa*% 
bad laboured in the converfion of his people with* 
arms more effectual than thofe of perfuafion ''• 
The magiftrates required the full value of a tem- 
ple which had been deftroyed by his intolerant 
zeal: but as they were fatisfied of his poverty, 

97 Reft^m* or Arethufa, at tlie equal daftance of fixtecn miles be* 
tween Emefa (JTiesii), and Epiphania {Hamatk), was founded, or at 
lealt named, by Seleucus Nicator. Its peculiar aera dates from the 
year of Rome 6S5 i according to the medals of the city. In the de- 
cline of the SeleucideSy Emefa and Arethufa were ufurped by the Arab 
Sampficeramus, who(e poUerity* the vaflals of Rome, were not extin. 
guifhed in the reign of Vefpafian* See d*Anvil]f;*s Maps and Geo. 
graphie Ancienne, torn, ii; p. 154. Weileling. Itineraria^ p. tSS. 
and Norif. Epoch. Syro-Macedon. p. So, 4Sx» 4Sa. 

q8 Sozomen, 1. v. c* lo. It is furprifing, that Gregory and Thee* 
doiet ihould fupprefs a circumftance« which, ia their eyes^ mufl have 
cnhftAced the religious merit of the coafcflbr* 

4 they 
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they defired only to bend his inflexible fpirit to chap. 
the promife of the flighted compenfation. They 
apprehended the aged prelate, they inhumanly 
fcourged him, they' tore his beard; and his 
naked body, anointed with honey, was fufpended, 
in a net, between heaven and earth, and ex-* 
pofed to the (lings of infe£ts and the rays of a 
Syrian fun *^. From this lofty ftation, Mark 
ftill perfifled to glory in his crime, and to iiifult 
the inipotent rage of his perfecutors. He was 
^t length refcued from their hands, and difmiffed 
to enjoy the honour of his divine triumph. The 
Arians celebrated the virtue of their pious con- 
feflbr ; the Catholics ambitiotiily claimed his al- 
liance '''°; and the Pagans, who might be fuf-< 
ceptible of fhame or remorfe, were deterred from 
the repetition of fuch unavailing cruelty ■•*. Ju- 
lian fpared his life: but if the bifliop of Are- 

99 The fufFerings and eonftancy of Mark, vrhkh Gregory has fo 
tragically ^inted (Drat. iii. p. 88—91), are confirmed by tbe un. 
exceptionable and reluAant evidence of Libaniut. Mo^xo; ucuyoq 

it/Oyj. Epirt. 730. p, 350, 351. Edit. Wolf. Annftel. lys** 

'°<^ Ilt^fiaxnTPiy certatint eum fibi (Chriftiani) vindicant. It it 
thus that La Croze and Wolfius (ad loc.) have explained a Greek 
wordy whofe true ftgnificfttion had^ been intftaken by former inter, 
preters, and even by Le Clerc (Bibliotheque Anciennect Moderne^ 
torn. iii. p. 371. )• YetTillemoBt is ftrangely puzzled to .under« 
ftand (Mem. Ecclef. tom« vii. p. 13^9.) h0w Gregory and Theodoret 
could miftake a Semi- Artan bifiiop for a faint. 

io< See the probable advice of Salluft (Greg« NazianzOi, Orat, iii. 
90, 9i.)« Libaniut intercedes for a (imilar offender, left they fliould 
find many Marh\ yet he allows, that if Orion bad iiicreted the con. 
fecrated wealth, he defcrved to fufFer the puniflimoot of Marfyas $ to 
be flayed alive (Epift. 730. p. 349— 3$>0* 

\ 3 thufa 
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CHAP- thufa had favcd the infancy of Julian "•% poflerlty 
«-ii.*>,^> \vill condemn the ingratitude, inflead of praifmg 

the clemency, of the emperor. 
The tern- At the diftance of five miles from Antioch. 
crdTgrovV the Macedonian kings of Syria had coufecrated 
ofDaphnct to ApoUo one of the moft elegant places of de- 
votion in the Pagan world"'* A magnificent 
temple rofe in honour of the god of light ; and 
his coloflal figure '^^ almoft filled the capacious 
fanduary, which was enriched with gold and 
gems, and adorned by the fldll of the Qrecian 
artifts. The deity was reprefented in a bending 
attitude, with a golden cup in hi^ hand, pour* 
iog out a libation on the earth ; as if he fuppli- 
cated the venerable mother to give to his arms 
the cold and beauteous Daphn£ ; for the fpot 
was ennobled by fi&ion ; and the fancy of the 
Syrian poets had tranfported the amorous; tale 
from the banks of the Peneus to thofe of the 
Orontes. The ancient rites of Greece were imi- 
tated by the royal colony of Antioch. A dream 
of prophecy, which rivalled the truth and re- 
putation of the Delphic oracle, flowed from the 

les Gregory (Orat. liu p. 90.) is fatisfied that» by faving the apo. 
Aate, Mark had defeived ftill more than he had fuffered. 

>o) The grove and temple of Daphne are defcribed by Strabo 
(1. xvi. p. io](9, 1090. edit, Amftel. 1707.), Libanius (Natnia, 
p. 185, i8S. Antiochic. Orat. xi. p. 380, 381. )i and Sozomen 
(1. ▼• c. 19.). WelTeling (Itinerar. p. 5Si.)t and Cafaubon (ad 
Hift. Auguft. p. 64.) tlluftrate this curious AibjeA. 

>«4 Simulacium in eo Olympiaci Jovis imitamenti aequipsrans 
magnitudinem. Ammian. xxii. 13. The Olympic Jupiter was fixty 
feet high, and his bulk w:is confequently equal to that of a thoufand 
men. See a curious Memoirt of the Abbe Gcdoyn (Academic des 
InfcriptioDSy torn* ix, p. i98,}, 

Cqfialian 
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Ca/ialian fountain of Daphne "*. In the adjacent ^^ ^ ^* 
fields a ftadium was built by a fpecial priri- 
lege '^% which had been purchafed from £11$ ; 
the Olympic games were celebrated at the ex- 
pence of the city ; and a revenue of thirty thou- 
fand pounds fterling was annually applied to the 
public pleafures "*% The petpetual refort of 
pilgrims and fpedators infenfibly formed, in the 
neighbourhood of the temple, the (lately and 
populous village of Daphne, which emulated the 
fplendor, without acquiring the title, of a pro- 
vincial city. The temple and the village were 
deeply bofomed in a thick grove of laurels and 
cyprefles, which reached as far as a circumfe- 
rence of ten miles, and formed in the moft fultry 
fummers a cool and impenetrable fhade. A 
tboiifand ftreams of ihe pureft water, iffuing 
from every hill, preferved the verdure of the 

^^i Hadrian read the hiftory of his future fortunes on a l^f 
dipped in the Cadalian (Iream ; a trick, whichy according to the 
pbyfician Vandale (de Oracuiis, p. iSi, 2S2*), might be eaHly per« 
formed by chymical preparations. The emperor (topped the fource 
of fuch dangerous knowledge ; which was again opened by the de« 
yout curioiity of Julian. 

106 It was purchafed, A. D. 4^, in the year 9* of the aera of 
AntiocI) (f^orif. Epoch. Syro-Maced. p. 135—174) for <*^ t«rn> o^ 
ninety Olympiads. But the Olympic games of Antioch were not 
regularly celebrated till the reign of Commodus. See the curiout 
details in (he Chronicle of John Malala (tom. i. p. 19?. 310. 372— 
381.), a writer whofe merit and authority are confined within the 
limits of his native city. 

>o7 Fifteen talents of gold, beqiie:ithed by Sofibius, who died \% 
the reign of Augulius. The theatrical merits of the 8yrian cities, in 
the age of Couliancine, are compared in tiie Expofiiio totius Mundi*' 
p. 6. (Iiudlbn> Geograph. MiDor^ tom. iii,). 

J 4 eaith. 
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CHAP, earth, and the temperature of the air } the fenfes 
v.^--v7-^ were gratified with harmonious founds and aro«> 
matic odours ; and the peaceful grove was con- 
fecrated to health and joy, to luxury and love. 
The vigorous youth purfued, like Apollo, the 
obje£t of his defires ; and the blufhing maid was 
warned, by the fate of Daphne, to fhun the folly 
of unfeafonable coyncfs. The foldier and the 
philofopher wifely avoided the temptation of this 
fcnfual paradife '^^ ; where plcafure, afifuming the 
charafter of religion, imperceptibly diffolved the 
firmnefs of manly virtue. But the groves of 
Daphne continued for many ages to enjoy the 
veneration of natives and ftrangers ; the privi- 
leges of the holy ground were enlarged by the 
munificence of fucceeding emperors ; and every 
generation added new ornaments to the fplendor of 
the temple '*'•. 
Neglea When Julian, on the day of the annual fefti- 

mtlort' val, haftened to adore the Apollo of Daphne, 
Daphne, his devotion was raifed to the higheft pitch of 
eagernefs and impatience. His lively imagina* 
tion anticipated the grateful pomp of viftims, of 
libations, and of incenfe ; a long proceilion of 
youths and virgins, clothed in white robes, the 

io8 Avidio CafTiO Syriacos legiones dedi Iiixuria diffluentes et 
Dapbnkh moribus. Thefe are the. words of the emperor Marcus 
Antoninus in an original letter preferved by his biographer in Hid. 
Augud. p. 41. Cafiius difmifled or puniHied every foldier who was 
fwn at Daphne. 

>o9 Aliquantum agrorum Daphnenfibns dedit {Pmpey)f<\wo liKUS 
ibi fpatiofior /ieretj dele^latus amoenitate loci et aquarum abun- 
dantia. Eutropius, vi, 14. Sextus Rufus, de Provinciis, c.'i6. 

fymbol 
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fymbol of their innocence; and the tumultuous chap. 
concourfe of an innumerable people. But the <^^ 
zeal of Antioch was diverted, fince the reign of 
Chriftianity, into a different channel. Indead 
of hecatombs of fat oxen facrificed by the tribes 
of a wealthy city, to their tutelar deity, the em- 
peror complains that he found only a fmgle 
goofe, provided at the expence of a prieft, the 
pale and folitary inhabitant of this decayed tem- ^ 
ple"^ The altar was deferted, the oracle had 
been reduced to filence, and the holy ground 
was profaned by the introdudion of Chriftian 
and funereal rites. After Babylas'" (a biflhop 
of Antioch, who died in prifoa in the perfecu- 
tion of Decius) had refted near a century in his 
grave, his body, by the order of the Caefar Cal- 
lus, was tranfported into the midft of the grove 
of Daphne. A magnificent church was ereded 
over his remains; a portion of the facred lands 
was ufurped for the maintenance of the clergy, 
and for the burial of the Chriftians of Antioch, 
who were ambitious of lying at the feet of their 
biflxop 5 and the priefts of Apollo retired, with 
- their affrighted and indignant votaries. As foon 

■•o Julian (Mifopogon, p. 361, 361.) difcovcrs his own charafler 
with that naivete^ that unconfcious finnplicityy which always con* 
Aitutes genuine humour. 

■II Babylas is named by Eufeblus in the fucceflion of the bifliopt 
of Antioch (Hift. Ecclef. 1. vi. c. 29. 39.)* His triumph over two 
emperors (the Hrft fabulous, the fecond hiftorical) ts diffufely cele- 
brated by Chryfoftom (toin« ii. p. 536 — 579. edit. Montfaucon.). 
TillemoTit (Mem. Ecclef, torn. iii. part ii. p. 187 — 302. 459-— 465.) 
becomes almoft a fceptic. 

as 
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CHAP, as another revolution feemed to reftore the for- 
tune of Paganifm, the church of St. Babylas was 
demolifhed, and new buildings were added to 
the mouldering edifice which had been raifed by 
the piety of Syrian kings. But the firft and 
moft ferious care of Julian was to deliver hig 
oppreffed deity from the odious prefence of the 
dead and living Chridians, who had fo effeflually 
fuppreffed the voice of fraud or enthufiafm'". 
The fcene of infection was purified, according to 
the forms of ancient rituals ; the bodies were 
KemoTai decently removed ; and the minifters of the 
• bid^Ts*^*^^^ church were permitted to convey the remains of 
»nti con- St. Babylas to their former habitation within the 
oiTbe'^" walls of Antioch. The modeft behaviour which 
icmi)Je. might have affuaged the )ealoufy of an hoftile 
government, was neglefted on this occafion by 
the zeal of the Chriftians. The lofty car, that 
tranfported the relics of Babylas, was follpwed, 
and accompanied, and received, by an innume^ 
rable multitude ; who chanted, with thundering 
acclamations, the Pfalms of David the tUoft exr 
preflive of their contempt for idols and idolaters^ 
The return of the faint was a triumph ; and the 
triumph was an infult on the religion of the 
emperor, who exited his pride to diflemble his 
refentment. During the night which terminate^ 

"'2 Ecclefiaftical critics, particularly ihofe who love relics, exult ift 
the corfeHion of Juli.tn (MUbpogon, p. 361 ) and Libanius (Nienia, 
|>. 185.), that Apollo was fiifturbcd by the vicinity of one dead man. 
Yet Anunianus (xxii. ii.) cleais and purifies the whole groupit, 
according to the rites wUicU the Aihecuns iunneriy pia^iled io th,$ 
iUs of JDeios. 

thi^ 
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this indifcreet proceffion, the temple of Daphne ^j^xm ^* 
was in flames; the ftatue of Apollo was con- ^>^- ^''^^ 
fumed; and the walls of the edifice were left a 
naked and awful monument of ruin. The Chrif- 
tians of Antioch afferted, with religious confi- 
dence, that the powerful interceffion of St. Ba- 
bylas had pointed the lightnings of heaven againft 
the devoted roof: but as Julian was reduced to 
the alternative, of believing either a crime or a 
miracle, he chofe, without hefitation, without 
evidence, but with fome colour of probability, 
to impute the fire of Daphne to the revenge of 
the Galilaeans "'. Their offence, had it been 
fufliciently proved, might have jufUfied the reta- 
liation which was immmediately executed by the 
order of Julian, of fliuttmg the doors, and con- Juliaii^ 
fifcating the wealth, of the cathedral of Antioch. cathedral 
To difcover the criminals who were guilty of of And* 
the tumult, of the fire, or of fecreting the riches 
of the church, feveral ecclefiaftics were tor- 
tured"*; and a prefbyter, of the name ofTheo- 
doret, was beheaded by the fentence of the Count 
of the Eaft. But this hafly a£t was blamed by 

"I Julian (in Mlfopogon, p. 361.) rather infinuates, than affirms, 
their guilt. Ammianua (xxii. 13.) treats the imputation as inn^mus 
rumoTi and relates the ftory with extraordinary candour. 

114 Quo tarn atroci cafu repentc confumpto, ad id ai<fue innperatorit 
Ira provexity ut quacftiones agitare juberet folito acriores (yet Julian 
blame* the lenity of the magiftrates of Antiocn], et majorem* eccle- 
£am Antiochiae claudi. This interdiction was performed wirb fome - 
circumftances of indignity and profanation t "and the feafonable death 
of the principal aflor, Julianas iinclCj is related with much fupsrftu 
tious complacency by the Abbe de la Bleterie. Vic de Julien, p. 36% 

the 
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CHAP, the emperor ; who lamented, with real or affefted 
concern, that the imprudent zeal of his minifters 
would tarnifli his reign with the difgrace of per- 
fecution '". 

The zeal of the minifters of Julian was in- 
ftantly checked by the frown of their fovereign ; 
but when the father of his country declares him- 
felf the leader of a faftion, the licence of popular 
fury cannot eafily be reftrained, nor confidently 
puniihed. Julian, in a public compofition, ap- 
plauds the devotion and loyalty of the holy cities 
of Syria, whofe pious inhabitants had deftroyed, 
at the firft fignal, the fepulchres of the Gali- 
Iseans ; and faintly complains, that they had re- 
venged the injuries of the gods with lefs mode- 
ration than he (hould have recommended *••. 
This imperfed and reludant confeflion may ap- 
pear to confirm the ecclefiaftical narratives ; that 
in the cities of Gaza, Afcalon, Caefarea, Helio- 
polis, &c. the Pagans abufed, without prudence 
or remorfe, the moment of their profperity. That 
the unhappy objeds of their cruelty were releafed 
from torture only by death ; that as their man- 
gled bodies were dragged through the ftreets, 
they were pierced (fuch was the univerfal rage) 
by the fpits of cooks, and the difiaffs of enraged 
women ; and that the entrails of Chriftian priefts 
and virgins, after they had been tafted by thofe 

"5 Befificft theecclefiaflipal biftoriant, ^who arc more 6r left to be 
fufpe^eci) we may allege the pafFion of St. Theodore, in the Afta 
Sincera of Ruinart, p. 591. The complaint of Julian gives it an 
original and authentic air* 

116 Julian. Mifopogon, p. 361. 

bloody 
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bloody fanatics, were mixed with barley, and chap. 
contemptuoufly thrown to the unclean animals of <^,,.w 
the city "^. Such fcenes of religious madnefs 
exhibit the moft contemptible and odious pi£lure 
of human nature; but the maffacre of Alexan- 
dria attrads ilill more attention, from the cer- 
tainty of the fad, the rank of the vidims, and 
the fplendor of the capital of Egypt. 

George '", from his parents or his education, Georgeof 
fumamed the Cappadocian, was bom at Epi- S"PP^****" 
phania in Cilicia, in a fuller's fhop. From this 
obfcure and fervile origin he raifed himfelf by 
the talents of a paraiite : and the patrons, whom 
he affiduoufly flattered, procured for their worth- 
iefs dependent, a lucrative commifEon, or con- 
trad, to fupply the army with bacon. His em- 
ployment was mean ; be rendered it infamous. 
He accumulated wealth by the bafeft arts of 
fraud and corruption ; but his malverfations were 
fo notorious, that George was compelled to 
efcape from the purfuits of juftice. After this 
difgrace, in which he appears to have faved hb 
fortune at the expence of hk honour, he em- 

"7 See Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iii. p. S;.)* Sozomen (J. r« 
c. 9.) may be confidered as an original, though not impartial, wii- 
nefs. He was a native of Gaza^ and had converfed with the con- 
feflbr Zenoy'who, as biAiop of Maiuma, iived to the age of an bun* 
dred (1. vii. c, aS.). Philoftorgius (l.vii..c. 4. with Godefroy*i 
DifTertationS} p. 9.%^.") adds fome tragic circumftances,' of Cbrif- 
tians, who were literal/y facrificed at the altars of the gods, 8cc, 

"8 The life and death of George of Cappadocia are defcribed bf 

Ammianus (xxii. ii.), Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxi. p. 3S2. 385. 

3^ 390.), and Epiphanius (Harrcf. Ixxvi.), The inve^lives of the 

two faints might not deferve much crediti unlefs they were confirmed 

by the teftimony of the cool snd impartial infidel. 
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•ppreSet 
Alexan- 
dria and 

i:gypt. 


braced, with real or afFefted zeal, the profeffioil 
of Arianifm. From the love, . or the oftentation, 
of learning, he collefted a valuable library of 
hiftory, rhetoric^ philofophy, and theology "* ; 
and the choice of the prevailing faftion pro- 
.moted George of Cappadocia to the throne of 
Athanafius. The entrance of the new archbifliop 
was that of a Barbarian conqueror; and each 
moment of his reign was polluted by cruelty 
and avarice. The Catholics of Alexandria and 
Egypt were abandoned to a tyrant, qualified, by 
nature and education, to exercifc the office of 
perfecution; but. he opprefled with an impartial 
hand the various inhabitants of his extenfive 
diocefe. The primate of Egypt aflumed the 
pomp and infolence of his lofty ftation ; but he 
ftili betrayed the vices of his bafe and fervile 
extraftion. The merchants of Alexandria were 
impoveriflied by the unjuft, and almoft univer- 
fal, monopoly, which he acquired, of nitre, fait, 
paper, funerals, &c. ; and the fpiritual father of 
a great people condefcended to praftife the vile 
and pernicious arts of an informer. The Alex- 
andrians could never forget, nor forgive, the 
tax, which he fuggeftcd, on all the houfes of. 


»'9 After the maffacrc of George, the emperor Julian repeatedly 
fent orders to prefcrve the library tor his own ufe, and to torture 
the (laves who might be fui'^efled of fecreting any books. He 
praifes the merit of the colle^lion, from whence he bad borrowed 
and tranfcribed feveral manufciipts while he purfued his ftudies in 
Cappadocia. He could wilh indeed tliat the works of the Galilseans 
intgbt perifli § but he requires an exa6l account even of thofe tbco« 
logical volumes, lelt other treatifes more valuable ibould be coo- 
fgujuded in their lofs. Julian, EpiA, ix. xxx\i. 

the 
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the city ;^ under an obfolete claim, that the royal ^j^^m ^' 
founder had conveyed to his fucceffors, the Pto- '^^^r^ 
iemies and the Csefars, the perpetual property 
of the foil. The Pagans, who had been flat- 
tered with the hopes of freedom and toleration, 
excited his devout avarice ; and the rich temples 
of Alexandria wer^ either pillaged or infuhed by 
the haughty prelate, who exclaimed, in a loud 
and threatening tone, ^ How long will thefe fe- 
** pulchres be permitted to (land?** Under the 
reign of Conftantius, he was expelled by the 
fury, or rather by the juftice, of the people ; and 
it was not. without a violent ftruggle, that the 
civil and military powers of the date could re- 
ftore his authority, and gratify his revenge* 
The meflenger who proclaimed at Alexandria 
the acceflion of Julian^ announced the downfal 
of the archbifliop. George, with two of his ob- a.d. aCi. 
fequious minifters, count Diodorus, and Dra- ^^^' ^^' 
Contius, mafter of the mint, were ignominioufly 
draggeid in chains to the public prifon. At the Hei«mr<f. 
end of twenty-four days, the prifon was forced ibepeopic. 
' open by the rage of a fuperftitious multitude, 
impatient of the tedious forms of judicial pro- 
ceedings. The enemies of gods and men ex- Dec. %^ 
pired- under their cruel infults ; the lifelefs bodies 
of the archbifliop and his aflbciates were carried 
in triumph through the ftreets on the back of a 
camel; and the inaftivity of the Athanafian 
party**** was efl;eemed a fliining example of 

■*<) Philoftorgiiis, with cautious inalTcr, tnfinnates their guilt* 
^ xcu Ttt A^fm^'ut yvQiAm s'f^Twynf'ak mi 7rf»^tui, 1, vii« c. 2. Godefroyt 

:^ evange- 


128 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, evangelical patience. The remains of thefe guUty 
wretches were thrown into the fea ; and the po- 
pular leaders of the tumult declared their refo- 
lution to difappoint the devotion of the Chrif- 
tians, and to intercept the future honours of thefe 
martyrs^ who had been puniflied, like their pre- 
deceiTors, by the enemies of their religion"'. 
The fears of the Pagans were juft, and their pre- 
cautions ineffeflual. The meritorious death of 
the archbifliop obliterated the memory of his 
life. The rival of Athanafms was dear and fa- 
cred to the Ariai>s, and the feeming converfion 
of thofe feftaries introduced his worfliip into the 
bofom of the Catholic church '". The odious 
ftranger, difguifing every circumftance of time 
and place, aflumed the mafk of a martyr, a faint, 
and a Chriftian hero '*' j and the infamous George 


'>< Cincres projecit in* mare, id metuens ut clamabati ne^ coU 
IeAi8fupreniiSy.aedes illis exftruerentj ut reliquis, qui deviare a rc- 
Itgione compulfi, pertulere cniciabiles poenas, adufque gloriofam 
mortem intemerata fide progrcfl], et nunc Martyres appellantur. 
Ammian. xxii. ii« Epipbanius proves to the Arians^ that George 
was not a martyr. 

i^A Some Donatifts (Optatus Milev. p. 60. 303. edit. Dupin; 
and Tillemontj Mem. Ecclef. torn. vi. p. 713. in 4to) and Prifcil- 
lianifts (Tillemont, Mem. Ecctef. torn. viii. p. 517. in 4to) have in 
like manner ufurped the honours of Catholic faiRts and martyrs. 

i^I The faints of Cappadocia, Bafil and the GregorieSi were ig« 
norant of their holy companion. Pope Gelafius (A. D. 494.)) the 
£rft Catholic who acknowledges St. George, placet him among the 
atiartyrs, *< qui Deo magis quam hominibus noti funt/* He reject 
bis A£ls as the conripofition of heretics. Some, perhaps not the 
oldeft, of the fpurious A6ls, are ftill extant^ and, through a cloud 
of fiAion, we may yet diftinguifh the combat which St. George of 
Cappadocia fuAained in the prefence of Queen AUMoM^f againft 
the wuiffchn Atkanafiw^ 

of 
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of Cappadocia has been transformed •** into the <^^ ^ p. 
renowned St. George of England, the patron of y^^.^.^w 
arms, of chivalry, and of the garter "'. ^-tZS^' 

About the fame time that Julian was informed a fa^md 
of the tumult of Alexandria, he received intelli- "****>■■• 
gence from Edefla, that the proud and wealthy 
faflion of the Arians had infulted the weaknefs 
of the Valentinians, and committed fuch difor- 
ders as Ought not to be fuffered with impunity 
in a well-regulated ftate. Without expeding 
the flow forms of juftice, the exafperated prince 
directed his mandate to the magiftrates of 
EdeiTa *^, by which he confifcated the whole 
property of the church : the money was diftri* 
buted among the foldiers j the lands were added 
to the domain ; and this ad of oppreflion was 
aggravated by the mod ui^generous irony. '^ I 
•* fliew myfelf,'* fays Julian, " the true friend 
^' of the Galilaeans. Their admirable law has 
^^ promifed the kingdom of heaven to the poor ; 
'^ and they will advance with more diligence in 
the paths of virtue and falvaiion, when they 
are relieved by my affiftance from the load of 


cc 
u 


>*4 This transformation is not given as abfolately certain, but 
as «rtr0iM^ probable. Set the Loiigueruana, torn. i. p. 194* 

**s A curious hiftory of the worftiip of St. George, from the 
fixtb century (when he was already revered in Paleftine, in Armenia, 
at Rome, and at Treves in Gaul), might be extra^ed from Dr# 
Heylin (Hiftory of St. George, ad edition, London, 1633, in 4to, 
p. 429.), and the BollandiAs (AA. SS. Menf. ApriJ. torn* iii. 
p. loo^iSs). His fame and popularity io Europe, and efpecially 
in England, proceeded from the Crufadei. 

>^^ Julian. £pift« xliii. 

Vol. IV. JC ^* temporal 
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CHAP. c< temporal pofleffions. Take care,*' purfued 
the monarch, in a more ferious tone, " take 
** care how you provoke my patience and hu* 
•* manity. If thefe diforders continue, I will 
** revenge on the magift rates the crimes of the 
** people; and you will have reafon to dread, 
** not only confifcation and exile, but ifire and 
" the fword," The tumults of Alexandria were 
doubtlefs of a more bloody and dangerous na« 
ture: but a Chriftian bifhop had fallen by the 
hands of the Pagans^; and the public epiftle of 
Julian affords a very lively proof of the partial 
fpirit of his adipiniftration. His reproaches to 
the citizens of Alexandria are ^ mingled with ex« 
preffions of efleem and tendernefs; and he la* 
ments, that on this occaiion they (bonld have 
departed from the gentle and generous manners 
which attefted their Grecian extra&ion. He 
gravely cenfures the offence which they bad 
committed againft the laws of juftke and huma- 
nity ; but he recapitulates, with vlfible compla* 
cency, the intolerable provocations which they 
had fo long endured from the impious tyranny of 
George of Cappadocia. Julian admits the prin- 
ciple, that a wife and vigorous government 
fhould chaftife the infolence of the people : yet, 
in confideration of their founder Alexander, and 
of Serapis their tutelar deity, |ie grants a free 
and gracious pardon to the guilty city, for which 
he again feels the affedion of a brother '' 
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!>' Julian. Epift. x. He allowed his friends to afioage hh anger. 
Ammian. xxii. ii. 

^ After 
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After the tumult of Alexandria had fubfidcd, ^j^,^^- 
AthanaHus, amidft the public acclamations^ feated ^■i^-w'*^— ^ 
himfelf on the throne from whence his unworthy S^Juha'-^* 
competitor had been precipitated : and as the nafiua, 
zeal of the archbifliop was tempered with dif- Fcb,»i.*' 
cretion, the exercife of his authority tended not 
{o inflame, but to reconcile, the minds of the 
people. His paftor-al labours were not confined 
to the narrow limits of Egypt, The ftate of the 
Chriftian world was prefent to his aclive and 
capacious mind; and the age, the merit, the 
reputation of Athanafius, enabled him to aflume, 
in a moment of danger, the office of Eccleii^ 
aftical Diftator"% Three years were not yet 
elapfed fince the majority of the bifliops of the 
Weft had ignorantly, or reludantly, fubfcribed 
the confeffion of Rimini, They repented, they 
believed, but they dreaded the unfeafonable ri- 
gour of their orthodox brethren ; and if their 
pride was ftronger than their faith, they might 
throw themfelves into the arms of the Arians, 
to efcape the indignity of a public penance, 
which muft degrade them to the condition of 
obfcure laymen. At the fame time, the domeftic 
differences concerning the union and diftindiop 
of the divine perfons, were agitated with fome 
heat among the Catholic dofltors; and the pro- 
grefs of this metaphyfical controverfy feemed to 

>H See Athvkxf. ad Rufin. torn. ii. p. 40, 4'* 9 ^^^ Oreg. Na- 
zianzeO) Orat. iii. p. 99 5, 396, who juftly ftates the temperate zeal 
of the primate, as much more merkorioul than hii prayeri, bit faftsf 
jfut perfc^utionty &c. 

K 9 ' threaten 
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CHAP, threaten a public and faftine divifion of the Greek 
<^,^,.<— 1/ and Latin churches. By the \7ifd0m of a feled: 
fynod, to which the name and prefence of Atha- 
nafius gave the authority of a general council, 
* the bifliops, who had unwarily deviated into error, 
were admitted to the communion of the church, 
on the eafy condition of fubfcribing the Nicene 
Creed j without any formal acknowledgment of 
their pad fault, or any minute definition of their 
fcholaftic opinions. The advice of the primate of 
Egypt had already prepared the clergy of Gaul 
and Spain, of Italy and Greece, for the reception 
of this falutary meafure ; and, notwithftanding 
the oppofition of fome ardent fpirits "% the fear of 
the common enemy promoted the peace and har- 
mony of the Chriftians '". 
He ift per- ^^^ ^^^^ ^lud diligence of the primate of Egypt 
fccutcd had improved the feafon of tranquillity, before 
|)e)ied by it was interrupted by the hodile edidls of the 

a.d"'362, emperor'**. Julian, who dcfpifed the Chriftians, 

oa. 23. 

. ^l'^ J have not leifure to follow the blind ohflinacy of Lucifer of 
Caglian. Sec his adventures, in TtlLemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. vir. 
p* 9oo-«9i6^} i and ohferve how the colour of the narraiive iaienfibiy 
changes^ as the confeiTor l>ecomes a rcliifmatic. 

<>■ AHenAu eft hqic ienteniiae Occidens, et, per tam neceflTuriuai 
concilium^ Satanae f aircibus nmndus ereptns. The lively and art- 
ful Dialogue of Jerom againft the Luciferians (tom. ii. p. 135—- 
155.) exhibits an original pi^ure of th» ecclefialtical policy of the 
times. 

'J* Tillemont, who fuppofes that George was maffacred in Au- 
gufty crowds the af^ions of Athanafiuft into a narrow fpace (Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 360.). An original fragment, publiflied by 
the marquis MaiFei^ from the ol^d Chapter library of Verona (Ofler- 
vazroni Litterarte, tom. iii. p. 60— 9i.)» afForda many important 
dates, which tre authenticated by the computation of Bgyptiatt 
months* 

2 honoured 
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honoured Athan^us with his fincere and pecu- 
liar hatred. For his fake alone, he introduced 
an arbitrary diflindion, repugnant, at lead to 
the fpirit, of his former declarations. He maki- 
tained, that the Galilasans, whom he had recalled 
from exile, were not reftored, by that general' 
indulgence, to the ppffedion of their refpeftive 
churches : and he expreHed his a(loni(hment, 
that a criminal, who had been repeatedly con- 
demned by the judgment of the emperors, fliould 
dare to infult the majefty of the laws, and info- 
lently ufurp the archiepifcopal throne of Alex- 
andria, without expecting the orders of his fo« 
vereign. As a punifliment for the imaginary of- 
fence, he again bani(hed AthanaHus from the city ; 
and he was pleafcd to fuppofe, that this aft of 
jufliice would be highly agreeable to bis pious fub- 
jeSs. The preflkig folicitations of the people 
foon convinced him, that the majority of the 
Alexandrians were Chriftians; and that the greateft 
part of the Chriftians were firmly attached to the 
caufe of their oppreffed primate. But the know- 
ledge of their fentiments, inftead of perfuading 
him to recall his decree, provoked him to extend' 
to all Egypt the term of the exile of Athanafius* 
The zeal of the multitude rendered Julian ftill 
more inexorable : he was alarmed by the danger 
of leaving at the head of a tumultuous city, a 
daring and popular leader ; and the language of 
his refentment difcovers the opinion which he 
entertained of the courage ai^d abilities of Atha- 
nafius. The execution of the fentence was ftiU' 

K 3 delayed^ 


J34 THE BECLINE AND F*ALL 

CHAP, delayed, by the caution or negligence of Ecdiciu^^ 
praefeft of Egypt, who was at length awakeried from 
his lethargy by a fevere reprimand. '' Though 
*^ ^you negleft,** fays Julian, " to write to nie on 
'• any other fubjecl, at leaft it is your duty to in- 
** form me of your conduft towards Athanafius, 
** the enemy of the gods. My intentions have 
*^ been long fince communicated to you. I 
*• fweat by the great Serapis, that unlefs, on 
*^ the calends of December, Athanafius has de* 
** parted from Alexandria, nay from Egypt, the 
*' officers of your government (hall pay a fine of 
" one hundred pounds of gold. You know my 
** temper : I am flow to condemn, but I am ftill 
** flower to forgive.** This epiftle was enforced 
by a ftiort poftfcript, written with the emperor's 
own hand. " The contempt that is ihewn for 
** all the gods fills me with grief and indignation* * 
" There is nothing that I Ihould fee, nothing 
*^ that I fliould hear, with more pleafure, than the 
•* expulfion of Athanafius from all Egypt. The 
** abominable wretch ! Under my reign, the bap- 
*' tifm of feveral Grecian ladies of the higheft 
•* rank has been the effeft of his perfecutions *".'* 
The death of Athanafius was not exprefsly com- 
manded ; but the praefeft of Egypt underftood, that 
it was fafer for him to exceed, than to negleflt, 
the orders of an irritated mailer. The archbifhop 
prudently retired to the monafterieis of theDefert: 

*l* Toy fjua^ff oj troXfAncni E^nyi^, tir ffjuiy yvvcUKX^ rtn rtrt- 
«T»p>y. ficcirna-cu ^iwxe<r9a* I have preierved the ambiguous fcnfe of 
the laft word, ihe ambiguity of a tyrant who wiihed to find, or to 
create, guilt* 

- ' eluded^ 
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eluded^ with his ufual dexterity, the fnares of the ^ xxui^' 
' enemy ; and lived to triumph over the afhes of a ^■**-^-^ 
prince, who, in words of formidable import, had 
declared his wifh that the whole venom of the Ga- 
Hlasan fchool were contained in the fingle perfon 
of Athanafius ''^ 

I have endeavoured faithfully to reprefent the Zeal and 
artful fyftem by which Julian propofed to obtain j^nce of 
the effeds, without incurring the guilt, or re- theCbrift- 
proach, of perfecution. But if the deadly fpirit **"** 
of fanaticifm perverted the heart and underftand- 
ing of a' virtuous prince, it muft, at the fame 
time, be confeffed, that the real fufferings of 
.the Chriftians were inflamed and magnified by 
human pafllons and religious enthufiafm. The 
meeknefs and refignation which had diftinguiflied 
the primitive difciples of the gofpel, was the 
objefb of the applaufe, rather than of the imi- 
tation, of their fucceflbr^. The Chriftians, who 
had now poflTeffed above forty years the civil 
and eccleliaftical government of the empire, had 
contrafted the infolent vices of profperity **% and 
the habit of believing that the faints alone were 
entitled ro reign over the earth. As foon as the 

*S4 The three Epiftles of Julian, which exptain his intendont 
and conduft with regard to Athanaiius, (honld be difpofed in the 
following chronological order, xxvi, x, vi. See likewife Greg. 
Nazianzen, xxi. p. 393.' Sozomtn, 1. v. c. 15. Socrates, !• iii. 
c; 14. Thieodoret, 1. iii. c. 9. and Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef. 
torn. viii. p. 361— 36S, who has ufed fome materials prepaitd by 
the Bollandifts. 

135 Sec the fair confcilion of Gregory (Orat. iii» p. Cit 6a.}. 
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enmity of Julian deprived the dlergy of the ptivU 
leges which had been conferred by the favour of 
Gonftantine, they complained of the moft cruel 
oppreffion ; and the free toleration of idolaters 
and heretics was a fubjeft of grief and fcandal 
to the orthodox party ***. The acts of violence, 
which A^^ere no longer countenanced by the magi- 
ftrates, were ftill committed by the zeal of the 
people. At Peflinus, the altar of Cybele was over- 
turned almoft in the prefence of the emperor; 
and in the city of Csefarea in Cappadocia, the 
temple of Fbrtune, the fole place of woifhip which 
had been left to the Pagans, was deftroyed by the 
rage of a popular tumult. On thefe occafions, a 
prince, who felt for the honour of the gods, was 
not difpofed to interrupt the courfe of juftice ; and 
his mind was ftill more deeply exafperated, when 
he found, that the fanatics, who had deferved and 
fuffered the punilhment of incendiaries, were re- 
warded with the honours of martyrdom '". The 
Chriftian fubjeffes of Julian were affured of the 
hoftile defigns of their fovereign ; and, to their 
jealous apprehenfion, every circumftance of his go- 
vernment might aSbrd fome grounds of difcontent 

136 Hear the furious jtnd abfurd complaint of Optatus (de Scbif. 
mat. Donatid. I. ii. c. 16, 17.). 

■37 Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. 91. iv. p. r*;). He praifes the 
rioters of Cxfaiea, larojif Je tuv ju-EyaXo^rvv notl Sej^w* ttf "EvfiffiiOLiu 
See Sozomcn, 1. v. 4. 11. Tiilemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn, vii. 
p. 649, 650.) owns that their behaviour was not, daos I'ordp com- 
mun $ but he is perfectly fatisfled, as the great St, Bafil always cele- 
brated the feilival of theie bleiTed martyrs. 

and 
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and fufpicion. In the ordinary adminiftratioh of ^ J* ,^, ^* 
the laws, the Cbriftians, who formed To large a 
part of the people, muft frequently be condemn- 
ed : but their indulgent brethren, without exa- 
mining the merits of the caufe, prefumed their 
innocence, allowed their claims, ^nd imputed the 
feverity of their judge to the partial malice of reli- 
gious perfecution "". Thefe prefent hardfliips, in- 
tolerable as they might appear, were reprefented 
as a flight prelude of the impending calamities. 
The Chridians confidercd Julian as a cruel and 
crafty tyrant ; who fufpended the execution of his 
revenge, till he fhould return vidorious from the 
Perfian war. They expelled, that as fopn as he 
had triumphed over the foreign enemies of Rome* 
he would lay afide the irkfome made of diffimu- 
lation ; that the amphitheatres would ftream with 
the blood of hermits and biihops ; and that the 
Chriftians, who ftill perfevered in the profeflion of 
the faith, would be deprived of the common benefits 
of nature and fociety "'. Every calumny **** that 

*}S Julian determined a law-fuit againft the new Chriftian city at 
Maiuma^ the port of Gaza; and hisfentence^ though it might be 
imputed to bigotry, was never reverfed by his fucceflbrf. Sozo- 
men^ I. v. c. 3. Reland, Paieftin. torn. it. p. 791* 

^9 Gregory (Orar. iii. p. 93, 94, 95. Orat. ir. p. .114.) pte» 
tends to fpeak from the information of Julian*t coniidentSt whom 
Orofius (vii. 30.) could not have feen. 

uo Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 91.) charges the Apofiate with fecfct 
facrifices of boys and girls; and pofttively affirms, that the dead 
bodies were thrown into the Orontes. See Theodoret, !• iii* c. 169 
sy. I and the equivocal candour of the Abbe de la Bleterie, Vie de 
Julien, p. 351, 35a. Yet contimporary malice could not impute to 
Julian the troops of martyrs, more efpecially in the Weft» which 
Baronius fo greedily fwallows, and Tillemont to faiiitJy reje£lt 
(Mem. Ecclef, torn. vii. p* 1995^131 j>}« 

could 
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could wound the reputation of the Apoftate, was 
ereduloufly embraced by the . fears and hatred of 
bis adverfaries ; and their indifcreet clamours pro-, 
voked the temper of a fovereign, whom it was 
their 4uty to refpeft, and their intereft to flatter. 
They ftill protefted, that prayers and tears were 
their only weapons againft the impious tyrant, 
whofe head they devoted to the juftice of offended 
Heaven. But they infinuated, with fuUen refolu* 
tion, that their fubmiflion was no longer the ef- 
feft of weaknefs ; and that, in the imperfeft ftate 
of human virtue, the patience, which is founded 
on principle, may be exhaufted by^perfecution. It 
is impoflible to determine how far the zeal of Julian 
would have prevailed over his good fenfe and hu- 
inanity : but, if we ferioufly refleft on the ftrength 
and fpirit of the church, we fhall be convinced, 
thati befote the emperor could have extinguiflied 
the religion of Chrift, he muft have involved his 
country in the horrors of a civil war " 


I4i 


'4« The refigBaiion of Gregory is truly edifying (Orat. iv. p. 113, 
I24«}. Yet, when an officer of Julian attempted to feize the church 
of Naxianzus, he would have loft his life^ if he had not yielded to 
the zeal of the biihop and people (Orat* xix. p. 308 )• See thr re* 
fleflions of Chryfoftom, as they are alleged by Tillemoiit (Mem. 
Ecclef. torn, vii, p. 575.)* ' 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

keftdence of jfulian at Antioch.-^His fuccefsful Ex* 
pedition againjh the Perfians.-^Pqffage of the 
Tigris. — The Retreat and Death ofjulian.-^ 
Ele^ion of Jovian. — He faves the Roman Army 
by a dif graceful Treaty. 

nr HE phxlofophical fable which Julian com- chap. 
• pofed under the name of the C-«:sars", J^IXLj 
is one of the moft agreeable and inftruftive pro- The c«- 
duftions of ancient wit*. During the freedom [j^^*^"* 
and equality of the days of the Saturnalia, Ro- 
mulus prepared a feaft for the deities of Olym- 
pus, who had adopted him as a worthy aflfociate, 
and for the Roman princes, who had reigned 
over his martial people, and the vanquiflied na- 
tions of the earth. The immortals were placed 
in juft order on their thrones of ftate, and the 
table of the Casfars was fpread below the Moon, 

■ See this fable or fatire, p. 306—336. of the Leipfig edition of 
Julian** works. The French ^erfion of the learned Ezckicl Span- 
heim (Paris, 1683.) is coarfe, languid, and corre^ ; and his notes, 
proofs, iUuftrafions, &c. are piled on each other till they form a 
mafs of 5J7 clofe-printed quarto pages^ The Abbe de la Bleterie 
(Vie de Jovien, tom. i. p. 24.1—393.) has nnore b^ppily cxpreifed 
die fpirit, as veil as the fen/ie, of the original, which he illuftrates 
with loine concife and curious notes. 

* Spanheim (in his preface) has moft learnedly difculTed the ety- 
mology, origin, refemblance, and difagreeinent of the Greek )2i(yri, 
a dramatic piece, which was a^ed after the tragedy ; and the Latin 
Jettra (from Saturd) a miJceUaiieout compofition, either in profe or 
verfe. But the Csefars ot Julian are of fuch an original cafl, that 
^ critic is perplexed to which clafs he ihould afcribe them* » 

A In 
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CHAP, fn the upper region of the air. The tyrants, 
who would have difgraced the fociety of gods 
and men, were thrown headlong, by the inex- 
orable Nemefis, into the Tartarean ^byfs. The 
reft of the Caefars liicceijively advanced to their 
feats ; and, as they pafled, the vices, the defefts, 
the blemifhes of their refpeftive charafters, were 
malicioufly noticed by old Silenus^ a laughing 
moralift, who difguifed the wifdom of a philofo- 
pher under the mafk of a Bacchanal '* As foon 
as the feaft was ended, the voice of Mercury 
proclaimed the will of Jupiter, that a celeftial 
cvown (hould be' the reward of fuj)epior merit. 
Julius Caefar, Auguftus, Trajan, and Marcus 
Antoninus, were fele^ed as the moft illuftrious 
candidates; the effeminate Condantine^ was not 
excluded from this honourable competition, an4 
the great Alexander was invited to difpute the 
prize of glory with the Roman heroes. Each 
of the candidates was allowed to difplay the merit 
of his own exploits; but, in the judgment of 
the gods, the modeft filence of Marcus pleaded 
more powerfully than the elaborate orations of" 
his haughty rivals. When ,the Judges of this 
awful conteft proceeded to examine the heart, 
and to fcrutinize the fprings of aftion; the fu- 
periority of the Imperial Stoic appeared dill 

3 This mixed chara^er of SiUnus is finely pnirted in the fixth 
eclogue of Virgil. 

4 Every impartial reader muft perceive and condemn the partiali- 
ty of Julian againd his uncle Conflantine, and the Chritlian religion* 
On this occafion, the interpreters are compelled, by a more facml 
intereft^ to renounce their allegiance^ and to defert the caufe of their 
author* 

mQie 
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more decifive and confpicuous '. Alexander and ^xxiv^* 

Caefar, Auguftus, Trajan, and Confl-antihe, ac- ^^m^^-'^m^ 

knowledged with a bluih, that fame, or power, 

or pleafure, had been the important objed of 

tbeir labours: but the gods themfelves beheld, 

with reverence and love, a virtuous mortal, who 

had prafbifed on the throne the leflbns of philo- 

fophy } and who, in a ftate of human imperfec* 

lion, had afpired to imitate the moral attributes 

of the Deity. The value of this agreeable com- • 

poj^tion (the Csefars of Julian) is enhanced by 

the rank of the author. A prince, who deUne« 

ates with freedom the vices and virtues of his 

predeceffors, fubfcribes, in every line, the cen- 

fure or approbation of his own conduct. 

In the cool moments of refledion, Julian pre- He re. 
ferred the ufeful and benevolent virtues of An- marchT- 
toninus : but his ambitious fpirit was inflamed g^in^ *^^ 
by the glory of Alexander; and he folicited, a^d.7<*»» 
with equal ardour, the efteem of the wife, and 
the appbufe of the multitude. In the feafon of 
life, when the powers of the mind and body en- 
joy the' moft a^ive vigour, the emperor, who 
was intruded by the experience, and animated 
by the fuccefs, of the German war, refolved tp 
fignaiize his reign by^fome more fplendid and 
memorable atchievement. The ambaffadors of 

f Julian wa9 fecretly inclined to prefer a Qfeek to a Roman. But 
when he feriouHy com{)ared a hero wttb a philoCopher, he was f«D- 
Ible that mankind had much greater obligattQiif to Socrates, than to 
J^ieKander (Orat. ad ThcmiiiiunDj pu i64.0* 

.thq 
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c Hf A P. the Eaft, from the continent of India, and the 
iile of Ceylon *, had refpeftfully fainted the Re 
man purple ^ The nations of the Weft efteeoied 
and dreaded the.perfonal virtues' of Julian, both 
in peace and war. He defpifedtbe trophre& of 
a Gothic victory % and was fatisfied that the ra* 
pacious Barbarians of th<s Danube would be re* 
drained from any future violation of the faith of 
treaties, by the terror of his name, and the ad* 
ditional fortifications with which he ftrengthened 
the Thracian and lUyrian frontiers. The jTuc- 
ceflbr of Cyrus and Artaxerxes was the only rival 
whom he deemed worthy of bb arms'; and he 
refolved, by the final conqueft of Perfia, to 
chaftife the haughty nation, which had fo long 

^ Inde nationibus Indtcis certatim cum donis optitnates mitten- 
tibus • . . ab ufque Divis et SerenJivif, Ammian. xx. 7. This 
iflatid, to tvhieh the names of Taprobana, Serendib, and Ceyloii, 
have been ^ucceflively applied, manifefts how imperfedly the feat 
and lands to the eail of cape Con)orin were known to the Romans* 
X. Under the reign of Claudius, a freedman, who farmed the cuf. 
toms of the Red Sea» was accidentally driven, by the yrinds upon 
this (Irange and undifcovered coaft: he converfed (ix months with 
the natives ; and the king of Ceylon, who heard, for the firft time, 
of the power and juftice of Rome, was perfuaded to fend an emba^y 
to the emperor* (Piin. Hift» Nat. vi. 14..)* a. The geographers (and 
even Ptolemy) have magnified, above fifteen times, the real fize of 
this new world, which they extended as far as the equator, and thf 
neighbourhood of China. 

7 Thefe embafiies had been fent to Conilantius. Ammianus, whp 
unwarily deviates into giofs flattery, mufl have forgotten the length 
of the way, and the fhort duration of the reign of Julian; 

' Gothos fsepe fallaces et perfidpsj hodes quxrere fe roeltores 
aiebats illis enim fufficere mercatores Galatas per quos ubique fine 
eonditionis difcrimine venumdantur. Within lefs than fifteeti years* 
thefe Gothic flaves threatened and Aibdued their teafters. 

refUled 
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refifted and infuhed the maiefty of Rome '. As c h a p. 

XXlV. 

fooQ as the Perfian monarch was informed that 
the -throne of Conftantius was filled by a prince 
of a very different cbarafler, he condefcended to 
make fome artful, or perhaps fincere, overtures^ 
towards a negociation of peace. But the pride 
of Sapor was aftoniOied by the firmnefs of Ju- 
lian ; who fternly declared, that he would never 
conient to hold a peaceful conference among the 
flames and ruins of the cities of Mefopotamia; 
and who added, with a fmile of contempt, that 
it was needlefs to treat by ambaflfadors, as he 
himfelf had .determined to vifit fpeedily the court 
of Perfia. The impatience of the emperor urged 
the diligence of the military preparations. The 
generals were named ; a formidable army wa^ 
deflined for this important fervice; and Julian^ 
marching from Conftantinople through the pro- 
vinces of Alia Minor, arrived at Antioch about 
eight months after the death of his predeceffor^ 
His ardent defire to march into thfi heart of 
Perfia, was checked by the- indifpenfable duty 
of regulating the ftate of the empire; by his 
zeal to revive the worfliip of the gods ; and by 
the advice of his wifeft friends ; who reprefented 
the neceflity of allowing the falutary interval of 
winter-quarters, to reftore the exhaufted ftrength 

9 Alexander reminds his rival Csfar, who depreciated the fame 
and merit of an Afiatic vidiory, that CraiTus and Antony had felt th« 
Perfian arrows) and that the Romans, in a war of three hundred 
years, bad not yet ftihdued the iingle provii)c« of Mefopotamia or 
Alfyria (C»fareft p. 3i4.}* 

of 
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of the legions of Gaul^ and the difcipline and 
fpirit of the Eaftern troops. Julian was per-^ 

S."from f^^d^d ^^ fi^» ^'" ^^^ enfuing fpring, his refi- 
Conftantt. dence at Antiocb, among a people maliciouily 

Antfoch, difpofed to deride the hafte, and to cenfure the • 
Auguft. delays, of their fovereign ^\ 
Licentious If Julian had flattered himfelf, that his per^^ 
ef the* peo- (oTi^l conneftion with the caprtal of the Eaft 
pie of An- would' be produftive of mutual fatisfaflion to 
• the prince and people, he made a very falfe 
eftimate of his own charafter, and of the manaers 
iof Atitidch *'. The warmth of the climate dif- 
pofed the natives to the moft intemperate en- 
joyment of tranquillity and opulence; and the 
Kvely licentioufnefs of the Greeks was blended 
with the hereditary foftnefs of the Syrians. Fa- 
ihion was the only law, pleafure the only pur* 
fuit, and the fplendour of drefs and furniture 
was the only diflinftion of the citizens of An- 
tioch. The arts of luxury were honbured ; the 
ferious and manly virtues were the fubjeft of 
ridicule ; and the contempt for female modefty 
and reverent age, announced the univerfal cor- 
ruption of the capital of the Eaft. The love of 
fpeftacles was the tafte, or rather paflion, of the 
Syrians: the moft ikilful artifts were procured 

lo The defign of the Perfian war is declared by Ammianus (xxii. 
7. I a.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 791 So. p. 305, 306.), Zofimut 
(1. iii. p. 15S.), and Socrates (I. iii. c. 19 ). 

x> The Satire of Julian, and the Homilies of St. Cbryfoftomy ex- 
hibit the fame piflure of Antioch. The miiviature which the Abblr 
de la Bleterie has copied from thence (Vie de Julien, p« 33«*)» ^* 
elegant and correct. 

from 
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from the adjacent cities"; a confiderable fliare ^it{\^*** 
of the revenue was devoted to the public amufe- 
ments; and the magnificence of the games of 
the theatre and circus was confidered as the hap- 
pinefs, and as the glory, of Antioch. The ruftic 
manners of a prince who difdained fuch glory, 
and was infenfible of fuch happinefs, foon dif« 
gulled the delicacy of his fubjedts; and the ef- 
feminate Orientals could neither imitate, nor 
admire, the fevcre fimplicity which Julian always 
maintained, and fometimes aSeded. The days 
of feftivity, confecrated by ancient cuftom to 
the honour of the gods, were the only occafions 
in which Julian relaxed his philofophic feverity ; 
and thofe feftivals were the only days in which 
the Syrians of Antioch could rejeft the allure- 
ments of pleafure. The majority of the people 
fupported the glory of the Chriftian name, which 
had been firft invented by their anceftors " ; they 
contented themfelves with difobeying the moral 
precepts, but they were fcrupuloufly attached to 
the fpeculative doftrines, of their religion. The 
church of Antioch was diftracted by herefy and 
fchifm ; but the Arians and the Athanafians, the 

'* Laodicea furnifhed charioteers 5 Tyre and Berytus, come, 
dtansj Csefarea, pantomimes ^ Hetiopolisy fingers $ Gaza, gladi- 
ators; Afcalon, wrelUers j and Catiabala, rope-dancers. See the 
£xpufitio tocius Mundi, p. '6. in the third tome of Hudfon's Minor 
Geographers. 

'J X§i5-oy 5g ayocvatnt^y «;C*'^ 7roXitf;^oy etvn m Atoj. The people of 
Antioch ingenioufly profefled their attachment to the Cbi (Cbriil), 
andthe J&r/^a (Conftantrus). Julian in Mifcpogoni p. 357. 

Vol, IV. L followers 
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CHAP, followers of Meletius and thfofe of PSiulinu^ '\ 

XXIV. 

were actuated by the fame pious hatred of their 


common adverfary. 

Thnr The ftroDgeft prejudice was entertained againft 

Juhan" *° ^^^ charadler of an apoftate, the enemy and fuc- 

eeflbr of a prince who had engaged the affeftions 

of a very numerous feft ; and the removal of 

St- Babylas excited an implacable oppofition ta 

the perfon of Julian. His fubjeSs complained,, 

with fuperftitious indignation, that famine had 

purfued the emperor^s fteps from Conflantinople 

to Antioch 5 and the difcontent of a hungry 

peopfe was exafperated by the injudicious at- 

Sdirdtyof tempt to relieve their diftrefs. The inclemency 

^''\y^.. of the feafon had afleded the harvefts of Syria ; 

public (111- , , ^ / . y 

content. and the price of bread '% m the markets of An- 
tioch, had naturally rifen in proportion to the 
fcarcity of corn. But, the fair and reafonabid 
proportion was fbon violated by the rapacious 

'-*• The fchifm of Antioch, which lafted eighty- five years (A. I>, 

330 — 415. )> was inflamed,, while Julian re fidcd in that city, by the 

» indifcreet ofdiiiation of Paulinus. See Tillembnt, Mem. Ecclff. 

torn. vii. p, 803. of the quarto edition (Paris, 1701, &c.), which 

benceforward I fhall quote. 

»5 Julian ftaies three different proportions olF five,, ten, or fifteen 
Kodii of wheat, for one piece of gold, according to the tlcgiees of 
plenty and fcarcity (in Mifopogon, p. 365^.), From tnis fa^i, and 
from fome collateral exnmples, I conclude, that under the fuc* 
ceiTors of Conftantine, the mo3erale price of wheat was about thirty- 
two (hillings the EngUfli quarter, which is equal to the average price 
©f the fixty-four firlf years of the prefent century. See Arbuthnot'^ 
Tables of Coins, Weights, and Meafures, p. 88, 89. Plln. Kilh 
Natur. xvili. 12. Mem: de i'Academie des Infcriptions, tom.xxviii. 
p. 718 — 721. Smith's Inquiry into the Nature and Caules of the 
Wealth of Nations, vol. i. p. 246. This iaft I am proud to quote, 
as the work of a fa^e and a friend. 

• - - 'arts 
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ktts of monopoly. In this unequal conteft, in ^Jl,v**' 
tvhich the produce of the land is-claimed by one 
party, as his exclufive property ; is ufed by an- 
other is a lucrative objeft qf trade ; and is re- 
quired by a third, for the ^aily and neceffary 
fupport of life J all the profits of the interme- 
diate agents are accumullted on the head of the$ 
defencelefs donfumers. The hardfliips of their 
fituation were exaggerated and increafed by their 
own impatience and anxiety ; and the apprehen« 
fion ofafcarcity gradually produced the appear- 
ances of a famine. When the luxurious citizen^ 
of Antioch' complained of the high price of poul- 
try and fifli, Julian publicly declared, that a 
frugal city ought to be fatisfied with a regular 
fupply of wine, oil, and bread ; but he acknow« 
ledged, that it was the duty of a fovereign to 
provide for the fubfiftence of his people. With 
this falutary view, • the emperor ventured on a 
very dangerous and doubtful ftep, of fixing, by 
legal authority, the value of corn. He eiuded^ 
that, in a time of fcarcity, it (hould be fold at a 
price which had feldom been known in the mod 
plentiful years j and that his own example might 
ftrengthen his laws, he fent into the market four 
hundred and twenty-two thoufand modii, or mea-^ 
fures, which were drawn by his order from the 
granaries of Hierapolis, of Chalcis, and even of 
Egypt. The confequences might have been 
forefeen, and were foon felt. The Imperial 
wheat was purchafed by the rich merchants j the 
proprietors of land, or of corn^ withheld from 

L 2 tha 
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the city the accuftomed fupply; and the fmall 
quantities that appeared in the market were fe- 
cretly fold at an advanced and illegal price* Ju- 
lian ftill continued to applaud his own policy, 
treated the complamts of the people as a vain 
and ungrateful murmur, and convinced Antioch 
that he had inherited the obftinacy, though not 
the cruelty, of his brother Gallus■^ The re- 
monftrances of the municipal fenate ferved only 
/ to exafperate his inflexible mind. He was per- 

fuaded, perhaps with truth, that the fenators of 
Antioch who poflefled lands, or were concerned 
in trade, had themfelves contributed to the ca- 
lamities of their country ; and > he imputed the 
difrefpeftful boldnefs which they aflTumed, to the 
fenfe, not of public duty, but of private intereft. 
The whole body, confiding of two hundred of 
the mod noble and wealthy citizens, were fent 
under a guard from the palace to the prifon; 
and though they were permitted, before the clofe 
of evening, to return to their refpeftive houfes *% 
the emperor himfelf could not obtain the for- 
givenefs which he had fo eafily granted. The 
fame grievances were ftill the fubjeft of the fame 
complaints, which were induftrioufly circulated 
by the wit and levitv of the Syrian Greeks. 

*^ Nunquam a propoiito ileclinabat, GalH (imills fratris, licet 
incruentus. Ammian. xxii. 14. The ignorance of the moft en. 
lightened princes may claim £bme excuie $ but we cannot be fatif- 
iied with Jolian^s own defence (in Mifopogon, p. 368, 3^9«)> ^^ ^^^ 
elaborate apology of Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. xcvii« p. 391.)- 

>7 Their (hort and eafy confinement is ge&tly touched by Libanius 
(Orat. Parental, c. xcviii. p» 32x9 3isO» 

During 
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During the licentious days of the Saturnah'a^ the chap. 
ftreets of the city refounded with infolent fongs, v-*-v-w 
which derided the laws, the religion, the per- 
gonal condud, and even the beard^ of the empe- 
ror; and the fpirit of Antioch was manifefted 
by the connivance of the magiftrates, and the 
applaufe of the multitude"* The difciple of 
Socrates was too deeply aflfefted by thefe popular 
infults ; but the monarch, endowed with quick 
fenfibility, and poffeffed of abfolute power, re- 
fufcd his paflions the gratification of revenge. 
A tyrant might have profcribed, without diftihc- 
tion, the lives and fortunes of the citizens of 
Antioch ; and the unwarlike Syrians muft have 
patiently fubmitted to the luft, the rapacioufnefs, 
and the cruelty, of the faithful legions of Gaul. 
A milder fentence might have deprived the ca- 
pital of the Eaft of its honours and privileges ; 
and the courtiers, perhaps the fubjefts, of Julian,- 
would have applauded an ad of juftice, which 
afferted the dignity of the fupr^me magiftrate of 
the republic *^. But inftead of abufing, or ex- 
ercing, the authority of the ftate, to revenge his 
perfonal injuries, Julian contented himfelf with juUan 
an inoffenfive mode of retaliation, which it would co^'po'ct 

' a fatire 

againit 

'* Libanius (ar! Antiocbenos de Imperatpiis ira, c. ijy i8, 19. Antioch^ 
in Fabricius, Bibliot. Gra?c. torn. vii. p. 221— '223. )> l»ke a fkillul 
advocate, fevercly cenfures the folly of the people> who fuffertd for 
the crime of a few obfcure and drunken wietthes. 

19 Libaniua (ad Antiochen, evil, p.213.) reminds Antioch of 
the recent chaftifement of Caefarea : and even Julian (in Mifopogon, 
p. 355.) indnuates how fevereiy Tareiuuoi had expiated the infulc 
to the Homan anabaifadors. 

L3 be 
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c H^A P. be m th6 power of few princes to employ. Hq 
had been infulted by fatires and libels ; in his 
turn he compojfed, under the title qi the Enemy 
ff the Beard^ an ironical confeffion of his own 
faults, and a fevere fatire of the licentious and 
eflFeminate manners of Antioch. This Imperial 
teply was publicly expofed before the gates of 
the palace ; and the Misof ogon **^ ftill remains 
a Angular monument of the refentment, the wit, 
the humanity, and the indifcretion, of Julian. 
Though ' he afFecled to laugh, he- could not 
forgive*'. His contempt was exprefled, and 
his revenge might be gratified, by the nomina-p 
tion- of a governor ** worthy only of fuch fub- 
jefts : and the emperor, for ever renouncing the 
ungrateful city, proclaimed his refolution to paf^ 
the enfuing wipt^r at Tarfijs jji Cilicia *^. 

*o On the fubjefl of the Mi^opogon^ fee Ammtar.us (xxii. 14.), 
Libanius (Orat. Farentalis, e. xcix. p. 323^), Gregory Nazianzen 
^Orat. iv, p, 133. )y 9*^^ the Chronicle of An tiocb» by John Malela 
|[tonn. ii. p. 15, 16.). J have eifential obligations to the tranilation 
and notes of the Abb^ de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovien> torn. ii. p. i— • 

I3«-)- 

^( Ammianus very juftly reniarkSf Coa^lus diffimulare pro tem- 
pore ira fuQabatur interna. The elaborate irony of Julian at length 
i>urft8 forth into ferious and direft inve6^ive. 

** Ipfe auttm Antiochiam egreiTtirus, Heliopolitcn quendam 
Alexandrum SyriacsB jurifdi£^ioni praifecit, tuibul&ntuni et fagvuiri ; 
. dicebat<]ue non ilium meruilTe, fed Antiochenfibns avaris et contu. 
meliofis huiufmodi judicem convenire. Ammian. xxiii. 2. Liba- 
nius* (Epift. 72a. p. 34.6, 34.7. )» vvhb confetTes 10 Julian himfclf, 
|hat he had fliared the general dlfcontcnt } pretends that AJexander 
was an ufeful, though harfn, reformer of the manners and religion of 
Antioch. 

*3 Julian, in Mifopogon, p. 364. Ammian. xxiii, ». and Valefios 
9d loc. Libanius, in a proftifed bratign^ invites him to teturn to hit 
Ipy^l and penitent city of Antioch, 
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Yet Antioch poffefled one citizen, whofe ge- ^xxfv''' 
nius and virtues might atone, in the opinion of. v,-^--v-w 
Julian, for the vice and folly oT his country. JiII^^t^{^ 
The fophift Libanius was born in the capital baniut. 
of the Eaft ; he publicly profefled the arts of 314-I390, 
rhetoric and declamation at Nice, Nicomedia, ^^' 
Conftantinople, Athens, and, during the remain- 
der of his life, at Antioch, His fchool was 
affiduoufly frequented by the Oreciaa youth; 
his difciples, who fometimes exceeded the num- 
ber of eighty, c<rlebrated their incomparable 
mafter^ and the jealoufy of his rivals, who per- 
fecuted him from one city to another, confirmed 
the favourable opinion which Libanius often- 
tatioufly difplayed of his fuperior merit. The 
praeceptors of Julian fiad extorted a rafh but 
iblemn aflurance, that he would never attend the 
Jeftures of their adverfary: the curiofity of the 
Toyal youth was checked and inflamed: he fe- 
cretly procured the writings of this dangerous 
fophift, and gradually ferpafled, in the per fed 
itmtation of his ftyle, the moft laborious of his 
domcftic pupils *** When fulian afcended the 
tbrone, be- declared his impatience to embrace 
and reward the Syrian fophift, who had pre- 
Cerved, in a degenerate age, the Grecian purity 
of tafte, of manners, and of religion. The 
emperoF^s prepoffeflion was increafed and ju^^fied 
J)y the difcreet pride of his favourite. Inftead of 
.pefling^ with the fbremoft of the crowd, into 

s 

M Libanittf^ Orat. Parent, c. vti. p. 2^0, %%ii 

L4 the 
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CHAP, the palace of Conftantinople, Libatiius calmly 
expeded his arrival at Antioch; withdrew from 
court on the firft fymptoms of coldnefs and in- 
difference ; required a formal invitation for each 
vifit; and taught his fovereign an important 
lefTon, that he might command the obedience of 
a fubje£t, but that he mull deferve the attache 
ment of a friend. The fophifts of every age, 
defpifmg, or affeding to defpife, the accidental 
diftindions of birth and fortune *% referve their, 
efteem for the fuperior qualities of the mind, 
with which they themfelves are fo plentifully 
endo\yed. Julian might difd^in the acclamations 
of a venal court, who adored the Imperial purple ; 
but he was deeply flattered by the praife, the 
admonition, the freedom, and the envy of aa 
independent philofopher, who refufed his fa- 
vours, loved his perfon, celebrated his faime, 
and protected his memory. The voluminous 
writings of Libanius (till exift y for the moil 
part, they are the vain and idle compoiitions of 
an orator, who cultivated the fcience of words ; 
the produdions of a reclufe (Indent, whofe 
mind, regardlefs of his contemporaries, was in- 
cefTantly fixed on the Trojan war, and the Ather 
jiian commonwealth. Yet the fophiit of Antioch 
fometimes defcended from this imaginary eleva- 
tion | he entertained a various and elaborate 

*5 Eunapius reports, that Libanius refufed the honorary rank 
of Praetorian prsfe^, ^s lefs illuftrious that) the title of Sophift (4n 
Vit. Sophift. p. I35*). The critics have obferved a fimilar fenti« 
nent in one of the epiftles (xviii. edit. Wolf,) of Libanius hioi- 
felf. 

corre* 
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correfpondence *^ ; he praifed the virtues of his ^^[Liv**^ 
own times ; he boldly arraigned the abufes of '^*^>/-- ^ ^ 
public and private life; and he eloquently 
pleaded the caufe of Antioch againft the jufl: 
refentment of Julian and Theodofius. It is th^ 
common calamity of old age *^, to lofe whatever 
might have rendered it dedrable; but Libanius 
experienced the peculiar misfortune of furviving 
the religion and the fciences, to which, he had 
confecrated his genius. The friend of Julian 
was an indignant fpedator of the triumph of 
Chriftianity; and his bigotry, which darkened 
the profpeft of the vifible world, did not infpirc 
Libanius with any lively hopes of celeftial glory 
and happinefs ^'. 

The martial impatience of Julian urged him Marcfcof 
to take the field in the beginning of the fpring ; J"''^" *• 
and he difmiflfed, with contempt and reproach, phratm. 
the fenate of Antioch, who accompanied the Mwh^s?* 

^ Near two thoufand of bis letters, a mode of compofition in 
which Libanius was thought .to excel, are (till extant, and already 
puBlifhed. The critics may praife their fubtlc and elegant brevity j 
yet Dr. Bentley (Diflfertation upon Phalaris, p. 487.) might juftly, 
though quaintly, obferTe, that «< you. feel by the emptinefs and 
*' deadnefs of them, that you converfe with fome djceaming pedant^ 
f' with his elbow on his deflc/* 

47 His birth is afiigned to the year 314. He mentions tht feventy. 
fixth year of his age (A. D. 390.}, and feems to allude to fomt 
events 4>f a itill later date. 

** Libanius has compofed the ^ain, prolix, but curious narrative 
of bis own life (torn. ii. p. i— S4. edit. Morel!.), of whicli Euna* 
pius (p. x3o<— 135.) has left a concife and unfavourable account. 
Among the moderns, Tillemont (Hift. des Empcreufs, torn, iv, 
p. 571—576.), Fabricius (Ribliot. Grace, torn. vii. p. 376— 4i4')» 
and Lardner (Heathen Teftimonies, tom« iv. p. 117— 'I63.), have 
iiluftrated the chara^er and writings of this famous fophift. 

emperor 
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e H A P. -.emperor beyond the limits of their own territory, 
w to which he was refolved never to return. After 
a laborious march of two days *% he halted on 
the third, at Beraea, or Aleppo, where he had 
the mortification of finding a fenate almoft en- 
tirely Chriftian ; who received with cold and 
jformal deraonftrations of refpeft, the eloquent 
fermon of the apoftle of paganifm. The fon of 
one of the moil illuftrious citizens of Bersea, who 
had embraced, cither from intereft or confcience, 
the religion of the emperor, was difinherited by 
his angry parent. The father and the fon were 
invited to the Imperial table. Julian placing 
himfeif between them, attempted, without fuc- 
cefs, to inculcate ihe leflbn and example of tole- 
ration; fupported, wuh affefted calmnefs, the 
Indifcreet ^eal of the aged Chriftian, who feemed 
to forget the fentiments of nature, and the duty 
of a fubje,^ ; and at length turning towai^ds the 
affliflted youth, '^ Since you feave loft a father/^ 
faid he, ^^ for my fake, it is incumbent on mc 
*' to fupply his plac,e^%*' T'he emperor was 
received in a manner mych more agreeablje to hi$ 
wifhes at Batn^, a fmall town ple^fanjily jreate4 

*9 From Antioch to Litarbe, on die terrltoi^^^f Chalci^, the road^ 
^ver hills and througb moraiTes, waa extiemely bad ^ and tl)e loofe 
floncs were cemented only with fand (Julian, epift. xxvii.}. It ia 
lingular enough, that the Romans Should have negle^led the grea( 
communication between Antioch and the Euphrates. See Weflcling. 
Jtinerar* p. 190. Bergier, Hift* des Grands Chemin$« tofp. i\f 
p. 100. 

30 Julian alludes to this incident (epift. xxvii.), which is more 
•diftin^Iy related by Theodoret (i. iii. c. ^^,)^ The intolerant fpirif 
of the father is appUuded by Tillemont (ilift* ^es Empereun, 
.co«i. IT. p. S34O9 ^^^ ^y^^ ^y La Bletene (Vie de Julien, p* 4i30* 
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Jn a grove of cypreffcs, about twenty mile« from chap. 
the city of Hierapolis. The folemn rites of (a* 
crifice were decently prepared by the inhabit- 
ants of Bat^as, who feemed attached to the wor* 
Hitp of their tutelar deities, Apollo and Jupiter ; 
but the ferious piety of Julian was pfiended by 
the tumult of their applaufe ; and he too clearly 
jdiicerned, that the fmoke which arofe from their 
altars was the incenfe of flattery, rather than of 
devotion. The ancient and magnificent temple, 
which had fandified, for fo many ages, the city 
of Hierapolis'% no longer fubfifted; and the 
(Confecrated wealth, which a^cM'ded a liberal 
maintenance to more than three hundred priefts^ 
might haften its downfal. Yet Julian enjoyed 
the fatisfaftion of embracing a philofopher and a 
friend, whofe religious firmnefs had withftood 
the preffing and repeated folicitations of Conr 
ftantiqs and Qallus, as often as thofe princes 
lodged at his houfe, in their paflage through 
Hierapolis. In the hurry of military preparation^ 
and the carele& confidence of a familiar corre- 
fpondence, the zeal of Julian appears to have 
been lively and yniform. He had now under- 
taken an important and difficult war; and the 
anxiety of the event rendered him ftill more 
attentive to obferve and rcgifter the moft trifling 
prefages, from which, according to the rules of 
divination, any knowledge of futurity could be 

3' See the curious treatife de Del Syrll, inferted among the works 
of Lucian (torn. iii. p. 451— -4.90. edit. Reitz.)* The fmgular np. 
i^ellation of Ninusvetus (Ammian. xiv. 8.) might induce a fufpicioa^ 
that Hierapolis had been the loyal feat of the Afl^rians. 

derived^ 
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CHAP, derived^*. He informed Libanius of his pro* 

XXIV, ' . ■ . , 

<„^,^» grefs as far as Hierapolis, by an elegant epiftle *% 
which difplays the facility of his genius, and his 
tender friendfhip for the fophift of Antioch. 
Hit deCgn Hierapolis, fituate almoft on the banks of the 
ing"pcf(ia. Euphrates '% had been appointed for the general 
rendezvous of the Roman troops, who imme- 
diately paffed the great river on a bridge of boats, 
which was previoufly conftrufted". If the in- 
clinations of Julian had been fimilar to thofe of 
, his predeceffor, he might have wafted the adive 
and important feafon of the year in the circus of 
Samofata, or in the churches of Edeftk* But as 
the warlike emperor, inftead of Conftantius, had 
chofen Alexander for his model, he advanced 
without delay to Garrhae '**, a very ancient city of 
Mefopotamia, at the diftance of fourfcore miles 
from Hierapolis. The temple of the Moon at- 
trafted the devotion of Julian; but the halt of a 
few days was principally employed in' completing 

U Julbn (epift; xxviii.) kept a regular account of al] [tlie fortu- 
nate omens; but he AipprefTes the inaufpicious figns^ which Am- 
mianus (xxiii. %*) has carefully recorded, 

33 Julian, epift. xxvii. p. 399— 40s. 

34* I take the earlieft opportunity of acknowledging my obliga- 
tiond to M. d^Anvilie, for his recent geography of the Euphrates and 
Tigris (Paris, 1780, in 4.to.) which particulary illultrates the expe* 
dition of Julian. 

iS There are three pafTages within a few miles of each other; 
s. Zeugma, celebrated by the ap^ients ; a. Bir, frequented by the 
Dooderns; and, 3. The bridge of Menbigz, or Hierapolis, at the 
diftance of four parafangs from the city. 

3^ tlaran, or Carrbae, was the ancient refidence of the Sabaeans,' 
and of Abraham. See the Index Geographicus of Schultens (ad 
calcem Vit. Saladin.), a work from which I have obtained much 
Vrientai knowledge, concerning the ancient and modern geography 
of Syria and the adjacent countries. 

*8 the 
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the immenfe preparations of the Perfian war. ^Jt.y**" 
The fecret of the expedition had hitherto re- w- ^^i^r 
mained in his own bread ; but as Carrhs is the 
point of reparation of the two great roads, he 
could no longer conceal, whether it was his de- 
iign to attack the dominions of Sapor on the 
fide of the Tigris, or on that of the Euphrates. 
The emperor detached an army of thirty thou- 
fand men, under the command of his kinfman * 
Procopius, and of Sebaftian, who had been duke 
of Egypt. They were ordered to direft their 
march towards Nifibis, and to fecure the frontier 
from the defultory inci^rfions of the enemy, be- 
fore they attempted the paflage of the Tigris. 
Their fubfequent operations were left to the dif- 
cretion of the generals ; but Julian expefted, 
that after wafting with fire and fword the fertile 
diftri£ls of Media and Adiabene, they might 
arrive under the walls of Ctefiphon about the 
fame time, that he himfelf, advaticing with equal 
fteps along the banks of the Euphrates, Oiould 
befiege the capital of the Perfian monarchy. The Difaffec- 
fuccefs of this well-concerted plan depended, in kjngof 
a great meafure, on the powerful atid ready Armenia, 
afliftance of the king of Armenia, who, with- 
out expofing the fafety of his own dominions, 
might detach an army of four thoufand horfe, 
and twenty thoufand foot, to the afliftance 
of the Romans ^^ But the feeble Arfaces Ti- 

37 See Xenophon. Cyropoed* I. iii. p* 1S9. edit. Hutcbinfon* 
Artavafdes might have fupplied Marc Antony with 16,000 horfe, 
armed and difciplined after the Patthlan manner (Flutirch, in M. 
Antonio, tooi, ¥• p> ii7.)- 

ranus. 
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c HA P. ranus '% king of Armenia, had degenerated ftill 
more fcamefully than his father Chofroes, from the 
manly virtues of the great Tiridates ; and as 
the pufillanimous monarch was averfe to any 
enterprife of danger and glory, he could difguife 
his timid indolence by the more decent excufes 
of religion and gratitude. He expreflfed a pious 
attachment to the memory of Conftantius, from 
whofe Kands he had received in marriage Olym- 
pias, the daughter of the prasfeft Ablavius j and 
the alliance of a female, who had been educated 
as the deftined wife of the emperor Conftans, 
exalted the dignity of a Barbarian king '^ Ti- 
ranus profefled the Chriftian religion ; he reigned 
over a nation of Chriftians; and he was reftrained, 
by every principle of confcience and intereft, 
from contributing to the vidory, which would 
confummate the ruin of the church. The alien- 
ated mind of Tiranus was exafperated by the 
indifcretion of Julian, who treated the king of 
Armenia as his llave, and as the enemy of the 
gods. The haughty and threatening ftyle of the 
Imperial mandates '^^ awakened the fecret indig* 


1^ Mofes of Chorene (Hift. Armeniac. 1. ili. c. it. "p. 14a.) 
fixes his acceflion (A. D. 354-) to the 17th year of Conftantius. 

39 Aminirm. xx. 11. Athanafius (torn. i. p. 856.) fiys, in ge- 
neral terms, that Conftantins gave his brother's widow TOij Poc^Sv,^, 
an expreffioQ moie fuitable to a Ronian thait a Chriftian. 

40 Aminianus (xxiii. a.) vifcs a word much tt>o foft for the oc- 
cafion, Minuerat, Muratoii (Fabricius, Bibiiothec'. Graec. torn, vii, 
p. S6.) has puBlidied an epiftle from Julian to the fatrap Arfaces ; 
fierce; V\ilgar» and (though it might deceive )pozomen, I. vi, c. 5.)> 
inoft prob'^ly f^turious. La Blcterie (Hift. de Jovien^ torn, iu 
p. 339.) tiTRiilates aad reje^lc it. 

nation; 
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nation of a prince, who, in the humiliating ftate chap. 
of dependence, was ftill confcious of his royal _.—,-l_ 
defcent from the Arfacides, the lords of the Eaft, 
and the rivals of the Roman power. 

The military difpofitions of Julian were fkil- Military 
fully contrived to deceive the fpies, and to divert [jonal"^ 
the attention, of Sapor. The legions appeared 
to dired their march towards Nifibis and the 
Tigris. On a fudden they wheeled to the right ; 
traverfed the level and naked plain of Carrhae; 
and reached, on {he third day, the banks of the 
Euphrates, where the ftrong' town of Nicepho- 
rium, or Callinicum, had been founded by the 
Macedonian kings. From thence the emperor 
purfued his march, above ninety miles, along 
the winding ftream of thg Euphrates, till, at 
length, about one month after his departure 
from Antioch, he difcovered the towers of Cir- 
cefium, the extreme limit of the Roman domi- 
nions. The army of Julian, the moft numerous 
that any of the Cafars had ever led againft Per- 
fia, confifted of fixty-five thoufand efFe^ive and 
well-difciplined foldiers. The veteran bands of 
cavalry and infantry, of Romans and Barbarians, 
had been felefted from the different provinces ; 
and a juft pre-eminence of loyalty and valour 
was claimed by the hardy Gauls, who guarded 
the throne and perfon of their beloved prince. 
A formidable body of Scythian auxiliaries had 
been tranfported from another climate, and al- 
moft from another world, to invade a diftant 
country, of whofe name and fituation they were 
ignorant. The love of rapine and war allured 

7* to 
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cjf^A P. to the Imperial ftandard fevcral tribes of Sjfra- 
cens, or roving Arabs, whofe fervice Julian had 
commanded, while he fternly refufed the pay- 
ment of the accuftomed fubfidies. The broad 
channel of the 'Euphrates** was crowded by a 
fleet of eleven hundred (hips, deftined to attend 
the motions, and to fatisfy the wants of the 
Roman army. The military ftrength of the fleet 
was compofed of fifty armed gallies ; and thefe 
were accompanied by an equal number of flat* 
bottomed boats, which might occafionally be 
connefted into the form of temporary bridges. 
The reft of the fliips, partly conftrufted of tim- 
ber, and partly covered with raw, hides, were 
laden with an almoft inexhahftible fupply of arms 
and engines, of utenfils and provifions. The 
vigilant humanity of Julian had embarked a very 
large magazine of vinegar and bifcuit for the 
life of tfie foldiers, but he prohibited the indul- 
gence of wine ; and rigoroufly flopped a . long 
ftring of fuperfluous camels that attempted to 
follow the rear of the army. The river Cha- 
boras falls into the Euphrates at Circefiuin**j 

4* Latiflimum flumcn £\iphraten artabat. Ammian. xxiii. j. 
Somewhat higher, at the fords of Thapfacus, the river h four fta. 
<Iia, or 800 yards, almoft half an Englifh mile broad (Xenophon 
Anabafis, 1. i. p. 41. edit, Hutchinfon, with Fofter^s Obfervations, 
p. 29, &c. in the 2d volume of Spelman^s tranflation). If the 
breadth of the Euphrates at Bir and Zeugma is no more than 130 
yards (Voyages de Niebuhr, torn. ii. p. 335. }» ^^^ enormous 
difference mufi chiefly arife from the depth of the channel. 

4% Monumentum tutiflimum et fabre politum, cujus mcenU 
Abora (the Orientals af^ire Chaboi'as or Chabour) et Etlfthrates 
ambiunt. flumina^ velut fpatium infuhre fingentes. Ammian. 
xxiii. 5* 

and 
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&hd as Toon as the trumpet gave the fignal of ^^A^' 
nlarch^ the Romans paffed the little (tream which — lw 
ieparated two mighty and hoftile empires. The I,"^*"/"* 
cuflom of abcient difclplitie required a military Perfwrner-k 
oration ; and Julian embraced every opportunity [wu yth* 
of difplaying his eloquence. He animated the 
impatient and attentive legions by the example of^ 
the inflexible courage and glorious triumphs ot 
their anceftors. He excited their refentment by 
a lively piSure of the infolence of* the JPerfians ; 
and he exhorted them to imitate his firm refo^ 
lution, either to extirpate that perfidious nation^ 
or to devote his life in the caufe bf the republic^ 
The eloquence of Julian was enforced by a do- 
ilative of one hundred and thirty pieces of filveif 
to every foldier; and the bridge of the Chaborai 
was inflantly cut away^ to convince the troops 
that they muft place their hopes of fafety in the 
fuccefs of their arms. Yet the prudetice of the 
emperof induced him to fecure a remote frontier^ 
(>erpetUaUy expofed to the inroads of the hoftile 
Arabs. A detachment of fouf thoufand men was 
left at CJrcefium, which completed, to the num- 
ber bf ten thoufaiid, the regular garrifon of that 
ifeportarit folrtreft **. 

From the momerit that the Romans entered. Hit mtrch 
the enemy's country *% the country of an aftive defert of 

and ^^f^i^- 
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• 41 The enterj5rtiV aild art||ibief!t of Jilliin art defcribed by him- 
felf (Epift. xxvii.)4 Ammianus Marcellinus (xxiii. 3* 4, 5.), 
Libanius (Orar. Parent. c.ioS, 109. p. 332, S3S0' ^o'lniu^Cl- ">• 
p. 160, 161, 161.)^ So^omen (1. Vi. c. !.)» and John Mtlcla 

(rem. «i. p. «7.)» 

44 Before be enters PerfisC, Aftifnianus eoploufly defcribes (xxiii. 

(. p. S9^— 4>9* cdif* Grduov. In 410.) the eigbieen great fatrapie^, 

.VaL*IV. M w 
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c H ^P. and artful enemy, the order of march was £{^ 
pofed in three colamns*^ The ftrength of the 
infantry, and confeq-uently of the whole army^ 
was placed in the centre, under the peculiar com- 
mand of their mafter-general Viftorr On the 
Tight, the brave N'e;vitta led a column of feveral 
legions along the banks of the Euphrates, and 
almofl: always in fight of the ffeet. The left 
flank of the army wa» proteftcd by the column 
6i cavalry. Horinifdas and Arinthseus were ap- 
pointed generals of the horfej and the fingular 
adventures of Hormifdas ** are not undeferving 
of pur notice. He was a Ferfian prince, of the 
royal race of the Saflanides, who, in the troubles " 
of the minority of Sapor, bad efcaped from prifon 
to the hofpitable court of the great Conftantine* 
Hormifdas at firft excited the eompafSon, and 
at length acquired the efleem, of hi^ new maf- 
ters ; . his valour and fidelity raifed him- to tbe 
military honours of the Romaa fetvice^ zndj 
though a Chriftiaih, he might indulge the fecret 
fatisfadlion of convincing his ungrateful coiintry, 
that an oppreffed fubjefl: may prove the moft 
dangerous enemy. Such was the difpofition csC 
the three principal columns^ The front anct 

or provinces (as ht a« the S^iic^ or diinefe frontiers), which wen 
fubje6l to the Saffiinides. 

4S Ammianus (x%iv, i.)- and Zofimus (U iii. p» 16s,. 163.) kave 
accurately exprelTed the order of march. 

4<^ The adventures of Hormirdas m related with fome mixture of 
fable (Zofimus^ 1. ii. p. 100— io«; Tiilcmonty Hid. des Empe- 
reurs, torn. \v, p. 198.). It is atmoft impoiBble that he ihould bf 
tbe brother (f rater gerinanus) of an eideji And ^bumoui child t nor .do* 
I recoiled that AnmiaBUft ever gives him tliat title« 

flank* 
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Sinks of the army were covered by Lucillianus chap. 
with a flying detachment of fifteen hundred h'ght- 
armed foldiers^ whofe adtive vigiiance obferved 
the mod diftant figns, and conveyed the earlieft 
iu>tice, of any hoftiie approach. Degalaiphus^ 
and Secundinus duke of Ofrhoene, conduced the 
troops of the rear-guard; the baggage, fecurely, 
proceeded in the intervals of the columns ; and 
the ranks, from a motive dther of ufe or often- 
tation, were formed in fuch open order^ that the 
whole line of march ex'tended almoft ten miles. 
The ordinary poft of Julian was at the head of 
the centre column ; but as he preferred the du- 
ties of a general to the ftate of a monarch, he 
rapidly moved, with a fmall efcort of light ca- 
valry, to the front, the rear, the flanks, wherever 
his prefence could animate or proted the march 
of the Roman army» The country which they 
traverfed from the Chaboras to the cultivated 
lands of Aflyria, may be confidered as a part of 
the defert of Arabia, a dry and barren wafte^ 
which could never be improved by the moft 
powerful arts of human induftry. Julian marched 
over the fame ground whith had been trod above 
feven hundred years before by the footfteps of the 
younger Cyrus, and which is defcribed by one 
of the companions of his expedition, the^.fage and 
heroic Xenophon *^. ^^ The country was a plain 

4T See the firft book of the Anabafis^ p. 45f 46. This pleaiing 
work it original and authentic. Yet Xenophon*s memory, perhaps 
many years after the expedition, kat fometimea betrayed him i and the 
diihnces which he nvarke are often larger than either a foldter or a 
g^grapher wiHiiUow. 

Ma !! through- 
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c H A F. « throughout, as even as the fea, and full of 
*' wormwood ; and if any other kind of (brubs 
•' or reeds grew there, they had all an aromatic 
" fraellj but jio trees could be feen. Buftards 
" and oftriches, antelopes and wild afles*% ap- 
peared to be the only inhabitants of the defert ; 
and the fatigues of the march were alleviated 
by the amufements of the chace." The loofc 
fand of the defert was frequently raifed by the 
wind into clouds of duft : and a great number df 
the foldiers of Julian, with their tents, were fud- 
denly thrown to the ground by the violence of 
an unexpefted hurricane. 
H'refuc- The fandy plains of Mefopotamia were aban-* 

doned to the antelopes and wild ades of the 
defert ; but a variety of populous towns and vil* 
lages were pleafantly fituated on the banks of the 
Euphrates^ and in the iilands which are bcca^^ 
fionally formed by that river. The city of An* 
nah, or Anatho*% the aftual reSdence of an 
Arabian Emir, is compofed of two long ftreetSj 
which inclofe, within a natural fortification, a 
fmall ifland in the midftt and two fruitful fpots 
on either fide, of the Euphrates. The warlike 
inhabitants of Anatho fhewed a difpoiition to 

4« Mr. Spelman, the Englifh ira.ndator of the ilnabafis (vol. f* 
p $i.)f confoumls the antelope with- the roe-buck^ and the wiM afs 
with the zebra. 

49 See Voyagei de Tavernier, parti, 1. iii. p, 316. and more 
efpecially Viaggi di Pietro deUa Valle, torn. i. kit. xvii. p. 671, 
&c. He was ignorant of the old name and condition of Annah, 
Our blind travellers /Mm poflfefs any previous knowledge of the 
countries which they vjfit. Shaw and Pounufort dffcrvc an honour- 
able exception, 

flop 
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flop the march of a Roman emperor; till they ^J^^**' 
were diverted from fuch fatal prefumption, by the 
mild exhortations of prince Hormifdas, and the 
approaching terrors of the fleet and army. They 
implored, and experienced, the clemency of 
Julian, who tranfplanted the people to an ad- 
vantageous fettlement near Chalcis in Syrla^ 
and admitted Pufaeus, the governor, to an ho- 
nourable rank in his fervice and friend(hip< But 
ihe impregnable fortrefs of Thilutha could fcorn 
the menace of a fiege; and the emperor was 
obliged to content himfelf with an infulting pro* 
mife, that when he had fubdued the interior 
provinces of Perfia, Thilutha would no longer 
refufe to grace the triumph of the conqueror. 
The inhabitants of the open towns, unable to 
refift, and unwilling to yield, fled with preci- 
pitation; and their houfes, filled with fpoil and 
provifions, were occupied by the foldiers of Ju- 
lian, who maflacred, without remorfe, and with- 
out punifliment, fome defencelefs women. Dur- 
, ing the march, the Surenas, or Perfian general, 
and Malek Rodofaces, the r,enowned emir of the 
tribe of Gaflan *% inceflantly hovered round the 
army : every flraggler was' intercepted ; every 
detachment was attacked ; and the valiant Hor- 
mifdas efcaped with fome difiiculty from their 

5« Famofi nominis latro, fays Ammianus ; an high encomium for 
an Arab. Th^ tribe of GaiTan had rattled on the edge of Syria, 
and reigned fome time in Dan^afcus, uig^der a d^nafty of thirty>ont 
kings, or emirs» from the time of Pomp«y to that of the Khalif 
Omar. D'Herbe1ot» Bibliotbeque Orientale, p. 3601 Pocock, 
Specimen Hi(i. Arabicae, p. 75 — 78. The name of Rodofacea doea 
Dot appear in the lift, . 
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CHAP, hands. But the Barbarians were fuiaUy rcpulfed ; 

s„00^^ the country became every day lefs farourable to 
the operations of cavalry j and when the Romans 
arrived at Maceprada, they perceived the ruins 
of the wall, which had been conftrufted by the 
^ ancient kings of Aflyria, to fecnre their domi? 
nions from the incuriions of the Medes. Tbefe 
preliminaries of the expedition of Julian appear 
to have employed about fifteen days ; and we may 
compute near three hundred miles from the for- 
trefs of Circefium to the wall of Maceprafta *". 

Defciip- The fertile province of Aflyria '% which 

Affyria. ftretched beyond the Tigris, as far as the moun- 
tains of Media '% extended about four hundred 
miles from the ancient wall of Maceprafta to 
the territory of Bafra, where the united ilreams 
of the Euphrates and Tigris difcharge tbemfelves 
into, the Perfian Gulf**. The whole country 

5> See Ammianus (xxiv« t, 2.)» Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. xio, 
SIX* p. 334>.)t Zofimos (1. iii. p. 164— 168. }• 

5* The defcrtption of Aflyria is furtiifhed by Herodotus (I. i* 
c. 19X9 &c.) who fometimes writes for children, and foroetioies for 
philofophers } by Strabo (t. xvi. p. 1070— ioSi.)y and by Ammi- 
anus, (1. xxiii* c. 6.). The moft tifeful of the modern travellers are 
Tavernier (part i. h ii. p. «}6— «5S.)» Otter (torn. ii. p. 35— 69. 
and 189— az4.)» and Niebuhr (torn. ii. p. 172— %88.)» Yet 1 mucli' 
regret that the Irak Arabi of Abulfeda has not been tranflated. 

5) Ammianus remarks, that : the prtmicive AflTyria, which eoin« 
prehended Ninus (Nineveh), and Arbela, had aflfumed the more re- 
cent and peculiar appellation of Adiabene : and he feems to fix Te- 
redon, Vologelia, and Apol Ionia, as the extreme cities of the adual 
province of Aflyria* ' ' , 

S4 The two rivers unite at Apamea, or Coma (one hundred miles 
from the Perfian Gulf), into the broad ftream of the Fafitigris, or 
Shat- ul- Arab. The Euphrates formerly reached the Tea by a fepa- 
\^ I'ate channel, which was obftru£led and diverted by the citizens of 
~ Orchoe, about twenty miles to the fouth-eaft of modern Bafra 
(d^Anville, in the Memoires de TAcad* des Infcriptions, torn* xxx. 
pt i70-«i9i.]. 
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might bmc claimed the peculiar name of Me&h ^JlA^* 
potamia^ as the two rivers, which are never 
more difttnt than fifty, approach, between Bag- 
dad and Babylon, within twenty-five, mtles of 
ieach other. A nniltitiide of artifidal canaliy 
•dug without much labour in a foft and yielding 
foil, conae6led the rivers^ and interfeifted the 
plain of Aflyria. The ufes of thefe artificial 
canals were various and important. They ferved 
to diicharge the fuperfluous waters from one 
rivar into the other, at the feafon of their refpec-' 
tive inundations. Subdividing tfaemfelves into 
fmaller and fmaller branches, they refreflied the 
dry lands, and fupplied the deficiency of rain« 
They facilitated the intercourfe of peace and 
commerce; and as the dams could be fpeedily 
broke down, they armed the defpair of the AiTy- 
fians with the means of oppofing a fudden de- 
luge to the progrefs of an invading army. To 
the foil and climate of Aflyria, nature had denied 
fome of her cboiceft gifts, the vine, the olive, 
and the fig-tree ; but the food which fupports 
the life of man, and particularly wheat and bar- 
ley, were produced with inexhauftible fertility; 
and the hu(bandman, who committed his feed to 
the earth, was frequently rewarded with an in*- 
creafe of two, or even of three, .hundred. The 
face of the country was interfperfcd with groves 
of innumerable palm-trees " ; and the diligent 
patives celebrated, either in verfe or profe, the 

• 

JJ The learned Kxiripfer, as a botaui((, an antiquary, and a tra- 
?eller, hat ^xhauded (Amoenitat. Exotica:, f afcicul. iv, p. 66o-*» 
f44r} tlif whole Allied «f|)alm trees. 

M 4 three 
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CHAP, three hundred and fixty ufes to which the trunk, 

XXIV. 

the branches, the leaves, the juice, and the 
-fruit, were fkilfuUy applied. Several manufac- 
tures, efpecially thofe of leather and linen, em- 
ployed the induftry of a numeroiis people, and 
afforded valuable materials for foreign trade; 
which appears, however, to have been cottdufted 
by the hands of ftrafngers. Babylon had been 
converted into a royal park ; but near the riiins 
of the ancient capital, new cities had fucceffively 
arifen, and the popiiloufnefs of the country was 
difplayed in the multitude of towns and villages, 
which were built of bricks, dried in the fun, and 
ftrongly cemented with bitumen ; the natural 
and peculiar produftion of the Babylonian foil. 
While the fucceffors of Cyrus reigned over Afia, 
the province of Aflyria alone maintained, during 
a third part of the year, the luxurious plenty of 
the table ^nd houfehold of the Great King. 
. Four cohfiderabJe villages were adigned for the 
fubfiftence of bis Indian dogs } eight hundred 
Aallions, and fixteen thoufand mares, were con- 
ilatitly kept, at the expence of the country, for 
the royal ftables : and as the daily tribute, which 
was paid lo the fatrap, amounted to one Englifh 
bufhel of Giver, we may compute the annual 
revenue of AQyria at more than twelve; hundred 
thoufand poupd^ fterling ^^ 

Uc 

S^ Aifyna yielded to the Periian Tatrap^ an Artaia of fiWer eacl| 
day. 1 he well-known proportion of weights and ineafures (fee 
Biihop Hpoper^s elaborate Inquiry), the fpecific gravity of water and 
iiWcr, and the value of .that metal, will- aflrord, after a /hort procefsj, 
the annual revenue which I have ftau^. Yet the Gi^at Kmg rt^ 
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The fields, of Aflyria were devoted by Tulian chap. 
to the calamities of war ; • and the philofopher ^— s^-w 
retaliated on a guiltlefs pe6j>le the aSs of rapine V'J'J^,"^ 
and cruelty, which had been^ committed by their a. d.^^s^ 
haughty mafter in the Roman provinces. The *^* 
trembling Affyrians fummohed the rivers to thck 
aiSftance ; and completed, iwith their own hands» 
the ruin of their country. The roads were ren» 
dered impra&icable ; a flood of waters was 
poured into the camp ; and, -during feveral days, 
the troops oF Julian wer^^ obliged to contend 
with the mod difcouraging; bardihips. But every 
obftacie was furmounted iiyr the perfeverance of 
the legionaries, who were imired to toll as well 
as to danger, and who field. themfelves animated 
by the fpirit of their leader. The damage was 
^gradually repaired ; the warbrs were reftored to 
their proper channels; iiSaolt groves of palm* 
trees were cut down, and{!p}aoed along the bro* 
ken parts of the road; anci :the artny pafTed over 
th^ broad and deeper cani|$, on bridges of float- 
ing rafts, which were fupported by the help of 
bladders. Two cities of Aflyria prefumed to 
refift the arms of a Roman einperor : and they 
both paid the fevere penalty of their raibnefs. 
At the diftance of fifty miles from the rpyal reft- Siege of 
dence of Ctefipbon, Perifabor, or Anbar, held ^«"^**^» 

reived np more than 1900 lilubotc, or Tyrian, talents (152,000!.) 
from AflTyita. The com pari fon oF two pafTages in Heroiiotus (1. i* 
c. t9»« I. iii. c. S9— 96*) rcveMs an important diffcfrence between tlie 
gnfs, and the ntt, revenue of l^erfia ; the fums paid by rhe province, 
and the gold or (ilver depoiited in tbe royal treafure. The monarch 
might annually fave three millions fix hundred thoufand pounds, 
pf tbe feveateen or eighteen millions xaifed upon the people* 

the 
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jc H A p. the fecond rank in the province : a city, large^ 
populous, and well fortified, furrounded ixdth^ji 
double wall, almoit ^icompafied by a branch qf 
the Euphrates, and defended by the valour of 
a numerous garrifon. The exhortations oJF Hor- 
mifdaa were repuifed with contempt; and the 
ears of the Perfian prince were wounded by a 
juit reproach, that, unmindful of his royal birth, 
he conduced ^ arpy of (Irangers againft his 
king and country. The Aflyrians maintained 
their loyalty by a fldlful, as well as vigorous, 
defence ; till the lucky ftroke of a battering-ram, 
having opened a large breach, by (battering one 
of the angles of the wall, they hiftily retired into 
the fortifications of die interior citadel. The 
foldiers of Julian r^fiied impetuoufly into the 
town, aipid, after this full gratification of every 
military appetite, Perifi^or was reduced to alhes ; 
and the engines which affautted the citadel were 
planted on the ruins of the fmoking hoi^es. 
The conteft was continued by an inceflant amd 
mutual difcharge of miffiie weapons; and the 
fuperiority which tb^e Romans might derive from 
the mechanical powers of their baliftss a^d catar 
pultse was counterbalanced by th^ advantage of 
the ground on the fide of the befieged. But a$ 
foon as an Helefolu had been cpnftni^ed, which 
could engage on equal terms with the loftieft 
ramparts, the tremendouis afpe£t of a moving 
turret, that would leave no hope of refiftance or 
of mercy, terrified the defenders of the citadel 
into an humble fubmiffipn ; and t he p^ce wa^ 
Surrendered . only two. days after Julian firft apr 

peare4 
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peared under the walls of Perifabor. Two thou- ^ ^^ **• 
land five hundred perfons, of both fexes, the <^^i>»^>w 
feeble remnant of a flouri(hing people, were per- 
mitted to retire: the plentiful magazines of 
corn» of arms, and of fpkndid furniture, were 
partly diflributed ^mong the troops, and pardy 
referved for the public fervice : the ufelefs ftores 
were dellroyed by fire, or thrown into the (Iream 
of the Euphrates ; and the fate of Amida was re- 
venged by the total ruin of Perifabor. 

The ' city, or rather fortrefs, of Maogamalcha, of Msoga. 
which was defended by fixteen large towers, a °**^^**** 
deep ditch, and two ftrong and folid walls of 
brick and bitumen, appears to have been con« 
ftruded at the diilance of eleven miles, as the 
fafeguard of the capital of Perfia. The emperor, 
apprehenfive of leaving fuch an important fortreb 
in bis rear, immediately formed the fiege of 
Maogamalcha ; and the Roman army was diftri« 
buted) for that purpofe, into three divifion$» 
Viftor, at the head of the cavalry, and of a de- 
tachment of heavy-artned foot, w^s ordered to 
plear the country, as far as the banks of the Ti« 
gris, and the fuburbs of Ctefiphon. The con- 
dud, of the attack was aifumed by Julian himfelf, 
who feemed to place his whole dependence in 
the military engines which he ereded againfl: the 
walls; while he fecretly contrived a more effica- 
cious method of introducing his troops into the 
heart of the city. Under the diretlion of Ne- 
vitta and Dagalaiphus, the trenches were opened 
at a confiderable diftance, and gradually pro- 
longed as f^r as the edge of the ditch. The 

6 ditch 
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CHAP, ditch was fpeedily filled with earth ; and, by the 
inceffant labour of the troops, a mine was car- 
ried under the foundations of the walls, and fuf* 
tained, at fufHcient intervals, by props of tim- 
ber. Three chofen cohorts, advancing in a fin- 
gle file, filently explored the dark and danger- 
ous paffage; till their intrepid leader whifpered 
back the intelligence, that he was ready to iflufe 
from his confinement into the ftreets of the bollile 
cityt Julian checked their ardour, that he might 
crifure their fucccfs; and immediately diverted 
the attention of the garrifon, by the tumult and 
clamour of a general affault. The Perfians, who, 
"from their walls, contemptuoufly beheld the pro- 
greft of an impotent attack, celebrated, with 
fongs of triumph, the glory of Sapor; and 
ventured to aflure the emperor, that he might 
afcend the ftarry manfion of Ormufd, before he 
"could hope to take the impregnable- city of Mao- 
gamalcha. The city was already taken. Hiftory 
has recorded the name of a private foldier, the 
*firft who afcended from the mine into a defertcd 
'tower. The paffage was widened by his com- 
panions, who preffed forwards with impatient 
valour. Fifteen hundred enemies were alr-eady 
in the midft of the city.^ The aftomfhed gar- 
rifon abandoned the walls, and their only hope 
of fafety ; the gates were inftantly burft open ; 
and the revenge of the foldier, unlefs it were 
fufpended by lufl or avarice, was fatiated by an 
undiftinguifhing maffacre. The governor, who 
had yielded on a promif^ of mercy, ^ was burnt 

alivf^ 
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alive, a few days afterwards, on a charge of hav* ^^^'*' 
ing uttered feme difrerpeftful words againft the 
honour of prince Hormifdas* The fortifications 
were razed to the ground ; and not a veftige 
was left, that the city of Maogamalcha had ever 
exiiled. The neighbourhood of the capital of 
Perfla was adorned with three ftately palaces, 
kborioufly enriched with every produdion that 
could gratify the luxury and pride of an Eaftem 
monarch. The pleafant fituation of the gardens 
along the banks of the Tigris, was improved, 
according to the Perfiari tafte, by the fynimctry 
of flowers, fountains, and fhady walks : atad fpa* 
cious parks were inclofed for the reception of the 
bears, lions, and wild boars, which were main** 
tain^d at a confiderable expence for the pleaFure 
of the royal chace. The park-walls were broke 
down, the favage game was abandoned to the darts 
of the foldiers, and the palaces of Sapor were 
reduced to afhes, by the command of the Roman 
emperon Julian, on this occafion, fliewed him- 
felf ignorant, or carelefs, of the laws of civility, 
which the prudence and refinement of poliflied 
ages have eftablifhed between hoftile princes. 
Yet thefe wanton ravages need >not excite in our 
breads any vehement emotions of pity or refent- 
ment* A fimple, naked (latue, fini(hed by the 
iNttd of a Grecian artift, is of more genuine value 
than all thefe rude and coftly monuments of 
Barbaric labour: and, if we are more deeply 
affeded by the ruin of a palace, than by the con- 
flagration of a cottage, our humanity mud have 

11 formed 
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CHAP, fortoed a very erroneous eftimate of the miferies 
of human life *'• ^ 


Perfonal 
behaviour 
of Julian. 


Julian was an objed of terror and hatred to 
the Perfians : and the pamters of that nation re* 
prefented the invader of their country under the 
emblem of a furious lion, Xvho vomited from his 
mouth a confuming fire''. To his friends and 
foldiers, the philofophic hero appeared in a more 
amiable light ; and his virtues were never more 
confpicuoufly difplayed, than in the laft, and 
mofl: aftive, period of his life. Ht praftifed, 
without effort, and almofl without merit, the 
habitual qualities of temperance and. fobriety. 
According to the diftates of that artificial wif- 
dom, which aflurties an abfolute dominion over 
the mind and body, he flernly refufed himfeif 
the indulgence of the mofl natural appetites'*. 
In the warm climate of Affyria, which folicited 
a luxurious people to the gratification of every 
fenfual defire^'*, a youthful conqueror preferved 
bis chaflity pure and inviolate: nor was Juliaa 

57 The operations of rhe AiTyrian war are circumftantiali^reUted 
by Ammiaims (xxiv. 2, 3, 4, 5.), Libanius (Orat. Pjarent.^c. ii2<-« 
. r23. p. 335-— 347. )> Zofirmis (1. iii. p. 168—1^0.), and Gregory 

MazUnzen (Orat. iv. p. IJ3. 144. )• ^^ miliary ccititiCm^ of the 
faint are devoutly copied by Tillemont, his faithful Azvt, 

58 Libanius de ulcircenda Juliani n^ce, c. 1.3. p. 162.. 

59 The famous examples of Cyrus, Alcxanfclei^, and Scipio, were 
s^s of ju^ice. Julian*« chaffity was vp}iv>tmi79 .and, inhvi opinipii# 
meritorious. * ■ : ^ 

^o Salluft (an. Vet. SchoUaft. Juvenal, Satir. h 104.) obferv^^, 
that nihi4 corruptius morilMM'. The inatconfi ond 'virgins of Baby- 
lon freely mingled with the m«n, in llq^nti^us |](anqiiet$: pp^ «8 
they felt the intoxication of wine and lore, they gradually! and al- 
mod completely, threw aflde the incumbrance of drefs ^ ad ultiHiam 
Ima corpQ^um vclamenta projiciunt. Q^Curtius^ y* t« 

CTcr 
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ever tempted, even by a motive of curiofity, to ^ x^ty*** 
tifit his female captives of exquifite beauty 
who, inftead of refilling his power, w5uld have 
difputed with each other the honour of his em- 
braces. With the fame firmnefs that he, refifted 
the allurements of love, he fuftained the hard- 
ftips of wan When the Romans marched through 
the flat and Sooded country, their fovereign, on 
foot, at the head of his legions, ihared their fa« 
tigues, and animated therr diligence. In every 
vSthX laboor, the hand of Julian was prompt 
and ftrenuous ; and the Imperial purple was wet 
and dirty, as the coarfe garment of the meanefl 
feldier. The two fieges allowed him fome re- 
markable opportunities of fignalifing bis perfonal 
vakmr, which, in the improved ftate of the mi- 
Ktary art, csoi feldom be exerted by a prudent 
general. The emperor flood before the dtadet 
of Perifabor, mfenfible of his extreme danger, 
and encouraged his troc^s. to burft open the 
gates of iron, till he was almoft overwhelmed 
under a clood c^ mMe weapons, and huge 
ftones, that were dtreded againfl his perfon. 
As he examined the exterior fortifications of 
M aogamakha, two Perfians, devotmg tbemfelves 
fer th^r country, fuddenly ruflied vapon him. 
with drawn fdmitars: the emperor dexteroufly 
received thehr blows on bis uplifted ibield \ and, 

^> Ex vil*ginibiit ameniy quv fpectofic Tiint captse, et m Perfide, 
«bi foeminarom pulchritudo excellit, nee contreftare aliqaam voluit 
nee viclere. Ammian. xxiv, 4. The native race of Perfians is fmaU 
and uglyt but it has been improved^ by the perpetual mixture •£ 
Circaflian blood (Herodot. K iii. c. 97. Buffon, Hift. Naturelle^ 
torn, ill. p. 4ao«}* 

vith 
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^lutiv^* with a fteady and wellTaimed thruft, laid one ot, 
his adverfaries dead at his feet. The eff eem of a 
prince who poffefles the virtues which he ap- 
proves, is the nobleft recompence of a deferving 
fubjed ; and the authority which Julian derived 
from his peribnal merit, enabled him to revive 
and enforce the rigour of ancient difcipUne« He 
puniihed with death, or ignominy, the mifbe* 
haviour of three troops of^horfe, who, in a fkir-i 
xnifh with the Surenas^ had loft their honour^ 
and one of their ftandards : and he diftingujiflied 
with ohfidional^* crowns the valour of the fore* 
moft foldiers, who had afcended into the city of 
Maogamalcha. After the fiege of Perifabor, the 
firmnefs of the emperor was exercifed by the in« 
folent avarice of the army, who loudly com- 
plained, that, their fervices were rewarded by a 
trifling donative of'. one hundred pieces of filven 
His juft indignation wa$ exprefled in the grave 
and manly language of a Roman. ^^ Riches are 
** the objeft of your defires ? thofe. riches are in 
** the hands of thePcrfians; and the ^oils of 
". this fruitful country are propofed as the prize 
** of your valour and difcipline. Believe me,'* 
added Julian, *' the. Roman republic, which for- 
** merly pofleffed fuch immenfe treafures^ is now 
•* reduced to want and wretchednefs ; fmce our 
^^ princes have been perfuaded, by weak an4 
^^ interefted minifters, to purchafe with gold the 

^i Obfidionalibus coronis donati. Anrimian. xxit. 4. Either 
Jalian or his hiftorian were unflcilful antiquaries. He (hoiild have 
given mural croyfns. The •bJiM^nal were the reward of a general wh9 
bad delivered a ht&cgt(X city (/iulus GeUius» Noi5t. Attic, v. 6.). 

^* tran- 
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'* tranquillity of the Barbarians. The revenue chap. 
is exhaufted ; the cities are ruined ; the pro- 
vinces are difpeopled. For myfelf, the only 
inheritance that I have received from my royal 
anceftorsy is a foul incapable of fear ; and as 
long as I am convinced that every real advan- 
tage is feated in the mind, I ihall not blufli to 
acknowledge an honourable poverty, which, 
in the days of ancient virtue, was confidered 
as the glory of Fabricius. That glory^ and that 
virtue, may be your own, if you will liften to 
the voice of Heaven, and of your leader. But 
if you will raihly perfift, if you are determined 
to renew the ihameful and mifchievous ex- 
amples of old feditions, proceed — As it becomes 
an emperor who has filled the firft rank among 
men, I am prepared to die, (landing ; and id 
defpife a precarious life, which^ every hour^ 
may depend on an accidental fever. If I have 
been found unworthy of the command, there 
are now among you (I fpeak it with pride and 
pleafure), there are many chiefs, whofe merit 
and experience are equal to the conduft of the 
moft important war. Such has been the tem- 
per of my reign^ that I can retire, without 
regret, and without apprehenfion, to the 
obfcurity of a private . ftation ^V The 
Inodeft refolution of Julian was anfwered by the 
unanimous applaufe and cheerful obedience of 
the Romans jft- who declared their confidence of 

6J I give this fpcech as original and genuine. Ammiahus might 
hear, could tranfcribe^ and was incapable of inventing, ir. I have 
lifed fome flight freedoms^ and conclude with, the mod forcible Sen- 
tence. 

Vol, IV* K viaory, 
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CHAP, viftory, while they fought under the banners of 

vJif^JlL; their heroic prince. Their courage was kindled 

by his frequent and familiar aiTeverations (for 

fuch wiflies were the oaths of Julian), " So may 

" I reduce the Perfians under the yoke !'* " Thus 

*' may I reftore the ftrength and fplendour of the 

*' republic !*' The love of fame was the ardent 

paffion of his foul: but it was not before he 

trampled on the ruins of Maogamalcha, that he 

allowed himfelf to fay, " We have now provided 

" fome materials for the fophift of Antioch **." 

He tranf. Thc fucccfsful valour of Joliau had triumphed 

ports bh Qyg^. jji the obftacles that oppofed his march to 

theEu- the gates of Ctefiphon. But the reduction, or 

STt^ r?8 *^®^ ^^^ ^'^^' ^^ *® capital of Perfia, was fttll 
at a diftance: nor can the military conduct of 
the emperor be clearly apprehended, without a 
knowledge of the country which was the theatre 
of his bold and Ikilful operations ^^ Twenty 
miles to the fouth of Bagdad, and on the eaftem 
bank of the Tigris, the curiofity of travellers has 
obferved fome ruins of the palaces of Ctefiphon, 
which, in the time of Julian, was a great and 
populous city. The name and glory of the ad- 
jacent Seleucia were for ever extinguifhed ; and 
' the only remaining quarter ^pf that Greek colony 
>^^ had refumed, with the AiTyrian language and 

i^^ manners, the primitive appellation of Goche. 

^4 Ammian. xxtv. 3. Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. x»x. p, 346. 

^5 M. d'Anville (Mem. de TAcademie des Infcriptions* tom*^ 
xxviii. p. 246— 259.) has afcertained the true pofition and difiance ^ 
of Babylon 9 Seleucia^ Ctefiphon, Bagdad* Sec. The Roman traveller, 
Pietro della Valle (torn. i. lett. xvii. p. 650— 78o.}> fcems to be the 
moft intelligent fpeAator of that famous province. He is a gentle* 
man and a fcholar, but intolerably vain and prolix. 

Coche 
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Cbche was fituate on the weftera fide of the T1> chap. 

XXIV 

gris ; but it was naturally confidered as a fuburb 
of Ctefiphon, with which we may fuppofe it to 
have been conne^ed by a permanent bridge of 
boats^ The united parts contributed to form the 
common epithet of Al Modain, th£ cities, 
which the Orientals have beftowed on the winter 
refidence of the Saflanides; and the whole cir«» 
cumference of the Perfian capital was ftrongly 
fortified by the waters of the river, by lofty walls^ 
and by impracticable morafles. Near the ruins 
of Seleucia, the camp of Julian was fixed ; and 
fecured, by a ditch and rampart, againft the fal- 
lies of the numerous and enterprifing garrifon of 
Coche. In this fruitful and pleafant country, the 
Romans were plentifully fupplied with water and 
forage ; and feveral forts which might have em- 
barraffed the motions of the army, fubmitted, 
after fome refinance, to the efforts of their valour. 
The fleet paiTed from the Euphrates into an arti- 
ficial derivation of that river, which pours a 
copious and navigable ftream into the Tigris, 
at a fmall diftance helow the great city. If they 
had followed this royal canal, which bore the 
name of Nahar-Malcha **% the intermediate fitu- 
ation of Coche would have feparated the fleet 
and army of Julian ; and the rafh attempt of 
fteering againft the current of the Tigris, and 

66 The royal canal (Nabar-Malcha) might be fuccellively reftored« 
altei'edy divided^ Sec. (Cellarias, Geogrtiph. Antiq. torn. ii. p. 453*) < 
and tbefc changes may ferve to explain the fecming contradiftions 
of antiquity. In the time of Julian, it muft have fallen into the 
;£uphritcf h!$w Ctefiphon* 
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CHAP, forcing their way through the midft of a hoftife 
^^*^' capital, muft have been attended with the total 
deftruftion of the Roman navy. The prudence 
of the emperor forefaw the danger, and pro- 
vided the remedy. As he had minutely ftudied 
the operations of Trajan in the fame country, 
he foon recoUedled, that his warlike predeceffor 
had dug a new and navigable canal, which, leav- 
ing Coche on the right hand, conveyed the 
waters of the Nahar-Malcha into the. river Ti^ 
gris, at fome diftance above the cities. From the 
information of the peafants, Julian afcertained 
the veftiges of this ancient work, which were 
almoft obliterated by defign or accidents By the 
indefatigable labour of the foldlers, a broad and 
deep channel was fpeedily prepared for ihe recep- 
tion of the Euphrates. A ftrong dike was con- 
ftrufted to interrupt the ordinary current of the 
Nahar-Malcha : a flood of ^waters ruihed impe- 
tuoufly into their new bed ; and the Roman fleet, 
fleering their triumphant courfe into the Tigris, 
derided the vain and inefiiftual barriers which 
the Perfians of Ctefiphon had erefted to oppofe 
their paflage. 
Paftage of As it bccamc neceifary to tranfport the Roman 
andTif"'' army over the Tigris, another labour prefented^ 
tory of the itfelf, of lefs toil, but of more danger, than the 
omans, preceding expedition. The fl:ream was broad 
and rapid ; the afcent fleep and difficult ; and the 
intrenchments, which had been formed on the 
ridge of the oppofite bank, were lined with a 
numerous army of heavy cuiraffiers, dexterous 
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archers, and huge elephants; who (according to ^Jxiy*** 
the extravagant hyperbole of Libanius) could 
trample, with the fame eafe, a field of corn, or 
a legion of Romans *^ In the prefence of fuch 
an enemy, the conftruftion of a bridge was im- 
practicable ; and the intrepid prince, who inftantly 
feized the^ only poffible expedient, concealed his 
defign, till the moment of execution, from the 
knowledge of the Barbarians, of his own troops, 
and even of his generals themfelves. Under the 
fpecious pretence of examining the (late of the 
magazines, fourfcore veflels were gradually un- 
laden; and a fele£t detachment, apparently def- 
tined for fome fecret expedition, was ordered to 
ftand to their arms on the firfl: fignal. Julian 
difguifed the filent anxiety of his .own mind with 
fmiles of confidence and joy ; and amufed the 
:.hoftfle nations with the fpeftacle of military 
games, which he infultingly celebrated under the 
walls of Coche» The day was confecrated to 
pleafure ; but, as foon as the hour of fupper was 
paft, the emperor fummoned the generals to his 
tent; and acquainted them, that he had fixed 
that night for the paflage of the Tigris. They 
ftood in fiilent and refpcftful aftonifliment ; but, 
when the venerable Salluft affumed the privilege 
of his age and experience, the reft of the chiefs 
fupported with freedom the weight of his pru^ 

Ti^yyos, Rien n'eil beau que Je vrai ^ a maxim which ihould be in- 
fcribed on the defk of every rhetorician. 
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CHAP, dent remopftr^incjes ••. Julian contented himfelf 
with obferving, that conqueft and fafety depended 
on the attempt ; that, inftead of diminifliing, the 
number of their enemies would be increafed, by 
fucceilive^ reinforcements ; and that a longer de- 
lay would neither contrad the breadth of tb^ 
ftream, nor level the height of the bank* The 
fignal was inftantly given, and obeyed : the 
mod impatient of the legionaries leaped into five 
yeflels that lay neareft to the bank ; ' and as they 
plied their oars with intrepid diligence, they were 
}oft, after a few moments, in the darknefs of the 
night. A flame arofe on the oppofite fide ; and 
Julian, who too clearly underftood that his fore- 
mod veflels, in attempting to land, had been 
fired by the enemy, dexteroufly converted their 
extreme danger into a prefage of vidory, ** Our 
fellow-foldiers," he eagerly exclaimed, ** ar^ 
already mafters of the bank ; fee-— they make 
the appointed fignal ; let us haften to emulate 
and affid their courage/' The united and 
rapid motion of a great fleet broke the violence 
of the current, and they reached the eaftem fliore 
of the Tigris with fufficient fpeed to eztinguifli 
the flames, and refcue their adventurous com- 
panions. The diflicuUjes of a fteep and lofty 
afcent were increafed by the weight of armour, 
and the darknefs of the night. A 0iower of 
(tones, darts, and fire, was inceflantly difcharged 

6' Libaniu8 alludes to the moft powerful of the generali* I haw 
▼entured to name Sallufi, Ammiaiiut fayt, of all the leaders, (^uod 
acri metu territi duces concordi precat^ fieri prohibere tentarent. 
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oa the heads of the alTailams; who, after an ^JLjy^* 
arduous ftruggle, climbed the bank, and ftood 
vi£torious upon the rampart. As foon as they 
poflfefled a more equal field, Julian, who, with bk 
light infantry, had led the attack ^, darted 
through the ranks a (kilful and experienced 
eye: his braved foldiers, according to the pre* 
cepts of Homer ^% were diftributed in the front 
and rear; and all the trumpets of the Imperial 
army founded to battle. The Romans, after 
lending up a military fliout, advanced in mea* 
fured fteps to the animating notes of martial 
mufic ; launched their formidable javelins ; and 
ruQied forwards . with drawn fwords, to deprive 
the Barbarians, by a clofer onfet, of the advan- 
tage of their miffile weapons. The whole en* 
gagement lafted above twelve hours; till the 
gradual retreat of the Perfians was changed into 
a diforderly flight, of which the ihameful ex- 
ample was given by the principal leaders, and 
the Surenas himfelf. They were purfued to the 
gates of CteGphon ; and the conquerors might 
have entered the difmayed city'', if their gene- 
T^\, Vidor, who was dangeroufly wounded with 

•9 Hinc Imperator . . . (fays Ammianas) ipfc cum Icvis arma. 
tune auxiltis per prima poftreinaque difcurrenSy See. Yet Zofimus, 
\k\% friend, does not allow him to pafs the river till two days after the 

battle'. 

70 Secundum Homericam difpofitioncm. A fimilar dtfpofition it 
afcribed to the wife Neftor, in the foui th book of the I(ia4 i tind Co- 
rner was never abfent from the mind of Julian. 

7> Perfat terrore fubito mifcuerunty verfifque agminibitt totiua 
gentis, apertat Ctefiphontit portas vi^ior miles intrlflfeti ni major 
pnedarum occafio fuifiet, quam cura vi^loriae (Sextus Rufus de 
Provinciisy c. aS.)« Their avarice might difpofe tbenoi tohear tb« 
JKlTiceofViaar. 
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CHAP, an arrow, had not conjured them to defift from a 

XXIV 

V— v^ ra(h attempt, which mufl: be fatal, if it were not 
fuccefsfuK On their fide, the Romans acknow- 
ledged the lofs of only feventy-five men ; while 
they affirmed, that the Barbarians had left on 
the field of battle two thoufand five hundred, or 
even fix thoufand, of their braveft foldiers. The 
fpoil was fuch as might be expeded from the 
riches and luxury of an oriental camp ; large 
quantities of filver and gold, fplendid arms an4 
trappings, and beds and tables of maiOfy filver. 
The viftorious emperor diflributed, as the re- 
wards of valour, fome honourable gifts, civic, 
and mural, and naval, crowns ; which he, and 
perhaps he alone, efleemed more precious than 
the wealth of Afia, A fblemn facrificQ was of- 
fered to the god of war, but the appearances of 
the vidims threatened the mofl inaufpicious events; 
and Julian foon difcovered, by lefs ambiguous 
figns, that he had now reached the term of his 
profperity ^*. 
Situation On the fecond day after the battle, the domef- 

nacy^of*" ^*^c guards, the Jovians and Hercuh'ans, and the 
a^d"*6 remaining troops, which compofed near two- 
June. * thirds of the whole army, were fecurely wafted 
over the Tigris ". While the Perfians beheld 

from 

7* The labour of the canal, the paflage of the Tigris, and the vie. 
fory> are defcribed by Ammianus (xxiv, 5, 6.), X^ibanius (Orat. 
Parent, c. 124.— 128. p. 347— 3530> Greg. Nazianzee (Orat. iv. 
|i. iisOf Zofimus (1. iii. p. iSx— ]83.},vand Sextus Rufus (de 
Frovinciis, c. zS.}. 

73 The fleet and army were formed in three division s, of whicli 
the firil only had pafTcd during the night (Ammian, xxiv. 6.). Tb^ 
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from the walls of Ctefiphon the defolation of the ^Jl^^* 
adjacent country, Julian cad many an anxious 
look towards the North, in full expeflation, that 
as he himfelf had vi^oriouily penetrated to the 
capital of Sapor, the march and jundion of his 
lieutenants, Sebaftian and Procopius, would be 
executed with the fame courage and diligence. 
His expedations were difappointed by the trea- 
chery of the Armenian king, who permitted, ^ and 
moft probably direfted, the defertion of his auxi* 
liary troops from the camp of the Romans^*; 
and by the diffenfions of the two generals, who 
were incapable of forming or executing any plan 
for the public fervice. When the emperor had 
relinquifhed the hope of this important reinforce- 
ment, he condefcended to hold a council of war^ 
and approved, after a full debate, the fentiment 
of thofe generals, who diifuaded the fiege of 
Ctefiphon, as a fruitlefs and pernicious under- 
taking. It is not eafy for us to conceive, by 
what arts of fortification, a city thrice befieged 
and taken by the predeceffors of Julian, could 
be rendered impregnable againft an army of fixty 
thoufand Romans, commanded by a brave and 
experienced general, and abundantly fupplied 

traari ^o^^o^ocy whom Zofimut tran(])ortt on the third clay (I. iti« 
p, 183.), might confift of the prote^prs, among whom (he hiftoriaa 
Ammianus, and the future empefor Jovian, aftually fervedj fome 
fibeoh of the dmeftla, and psrhaps the Joviana and Hcrculians, who 
pften did doty aa guards* 

74 Mofes of Chorene (Hift. Armen. i. iii. c. 15. p. 14.6.) ftippliet 
11a with a national tradition, and a fpurious letter. I have borrowed 
pnly the Jeadmg ciicumftancey which is confident with truths pro* 
))abiliiy> and Libanjus ^Or^t. Parent, c* 131. p. 355'}* 
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c H A ?• With fhips, provifions, battering engines, anid 
^^^X , ■ military ftores. But we may reft aflured, from 
the love of glory, and contempt of danger, which 
formed the character of Julian, that he was not 
difcouraged by any trivial or imaginary obfta- 
cles ^\ At the very time when he declined the 
fiege of Gtefiphon, he rejefted, with obftinacy 
and difdain, the moft flattering offers of a nego- 
ciation of peace, Sapor, who had been fo long 
accuftomed to the tardy oftentation of Conftan- 
tius, was furprif(^d by the intrepid diligence of 
his fucceflbr. As far as the confines of India anjd 
Scythia, the fatraps of the diftant provinces were 
ordered totaiTemble their troops, and to marcb^ 
without delay, to the afliftance of their monarch* 
But their preparations were dilatory, their mo- 
tions flow ; and before Sapor could lead an army 
into the field, he received the melancholy intel- 
ligence of the devaftation of Aflyria, the ruin of 
his palaces, and the flaughter of his braveft 
troops, who defended the paflfage of the Tigris. 
The pride of royalty was bumbled in the duftj 
he took his repafts on the ground ; and the di£> 
order of his hair exprefled the grief and anxiety 
of his mind. Perhaps he would not have refufed 
to purchafe, with one half of his kingdom, the 
fafety of the remainder; and he would have 
gladly fubfcrlbed himfelf, in a treaty of peace9 

75 Civitas inexpiignabilisy facinus audax et importuauin. Am- 
mianus, xxiv. 7. His fellow-fpldier, Eutropiut, turns afide from 
the difficulty, AfTyriamque populatus, caftra apud Ctefipbontem fta- 
tira aliquandiu habuits remeanfque vi^lor, &c. x« i6* SSofimusis 
artful or ignorantj and Soomtes inaccuiute. 

the 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 1^7 

the faithful and dependent ally of the Roman ^xxiV* 
conqueror. Under the pretence of private bufi- ^■^*'^^**^ 
nefs, a mtnifter of rank and confidence was fe- 
cretly difpatched to embrace the knees of Hor- 
mifdas, and to requeft, in the language of a fup« 
pliant, that he might be introduced into the 
pr^ence of the emperor. The Saflanian prince, 
whether he liftened to the voice of pride or hu- 
manity, whether he confulted the fentiments of 
nis birth, or the duties of his fituation, was 
equally inclined to promote a falutary meafure, 
which would terminate the calamities of Perfia, 
and fecure the triumph of Rome. He was ado* 
nifhed by the inflexible firmnefs of a hero, who 
remembered, mod unfortunately for himfelf, and 
for his country, that Alexander had uniformly 
reje&ed the propofitions of Darius. But as Ju- 
lian was fenfible, that the hope of a fafe and 
honourable peace might cool the ardour of his 
troops; he earneftly requefted, that Hormifdas 
would privately difmifs the minifter of Sapor, 
and conceal this dangerous temptation from the 
knowledge of the camp '^ 

The honour, as well as intereft, of Julian, He burnt 
forbade him to confume his time under the im- ^'* ^^' 
pregnable walls of Ctefiphon; and as often as 
he defied the Barbarians, who defended the city, 
to meet him on the open plain, they prudently 

7< Libanittfy Orat. Parent* c. ijo. p. 354.. c. 139. p» 3(1. So- 
cntcfy 1. ill. c. SI. The ecclefiafttca! biftorian imputes the rcfufal 
of peace to the adriceof Maximos* Soch advice wat unworthy of 
a philoibpher $ but the philofopher was likewiie a magician, who 
flattered the h<^s and pailions of his mafter. 
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CHAP. repUed, that if he defircd to exercife his valour^ 
he might feek the army of the Great King. He 
felt the infult, and he accepted the advice. In- 
fiead of confining his fervile march to the banks 
of the Euphrates and Tigris, he refolved to 
imitate the adventurous fpirit of Alexander, and 
boldly to advance into the inland provinces, till 
he forced his rival to contend with him, perhaps 
in the plains of Arbela, for the empire of Alia. 
The magnanimity of Julian was applauded and 
betrayed, by the arts of a noble Perfian, who, 
in the caufe of his country, had generoufly fub- 
mitted to aft a part full of danger, of falfehood, 
and of fhame ^^ With a train of faithful fol« 
lowers, he deferted to the Imperial camp; ex- 
pofed, in a fpecious tale, the injuries which he 
had fuftained; exaggerated the cruelty of Sapor, 
the difcontent of the people, and the weakneft of 
the monarchy ; and confidently offered himfelf as 
the hoftage and guide of the Roman march. 
The mod rational grounds of fufpicion were 
urged, without effefi:, by the wifdom and expe* 
rience of l}ormi(das; and the credulous Julian, 
receiving th^ traitor into his bofom, was per« 
foaded to iflfue an hafty order, which, in the opi« 
nion of mankind, appeared to arraign his pru« 
dence, and to endanger bis fafety. He deftroyed, 
in a fingle hour, the whole navy, which had been 

77 The ails of this new Zopyriu (Greg. Nazianzen, Orat* ir« 
p. iiCy ii^O> "^^y <]c"ve Tome credit from ihe ttftimony of two 
abbreviators (Sextus Kufus and Vi&or), and the cafual hints of 
Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 134. p. 357,) and Aminianus (xxi7« 
7.}. The courfe of genuine hifto^y is interrupted by a moit uii« 
feafonable chafm io the text of Amoiianus, 

trattft 
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tranfported above five hundred miles, at fo great ^JL,^*** 
an expence of toil, of treafure, and of blood. 
Twelve, or, at the moft, twenty-two, fmall vef- 
fels were faved, to accompany, on carriages, the 
march of the army, and to form occafional 
bridges for the paflage of the rivers. A fupply 
of twenty days provifions was referved for the 
ufe of the foldiers i and the red of the magazines, 
with a fleet of eleven hundred veffels, which 
rode at anchor in the Tigris, were abandoned to 
the flames, by the abfolute command of the em- 
peror. The Chriftian bifhops, Gregory and 
Auguftin, infult the madnefs of the apoflate^ 
who executed, with his own hands, the fentence 
of divine juftice. Their authority, of lefs weight, 
perhaps, in a military queftion, is confirmed by 
the cool judgment of an experienced foldier^ 
who was himfelf fpedator of the conflagration, 
and who could not difapprove the relu6tant mur-* 
murs of the troops'". Yet there are not want- 
ing fome fpecious, and perhaps folid, reafons, 
which might juftify the refoiutioo of Julian. 
The navigation of the Euphrates never afcended 
above Babylon, nor that of the Tigris above 
Opis'^ The diftance of the laft-mentioned city 
from the Roman camp vi^as not very confiderable ; 

7^ See Ammianus (xxiv. 7.), L«banius (Orat. Parcntalis, c, 131, 
'33« P- 35^« 357*)» ^oiimus, (I. iii. p. i8j,), Zonaras (torn. ii. 
1. xiii. p. 26.), Gregory (Orat. iv. p. 116.), Atiguftin (de Civi- 
tate Dei, 1. iv. c. 19. 1. ▼• c. si.)- ^f thefe,' Libanius alone at- 
tempts a faint apology for his heroj who,, according to Ammianus, 
pronounced his own condentnationj^by a tardy and inefFe6\ual attempt 
to cxtinguiih the fiftines. 

79 Confult Herodotus (1. i. c. I94..}> Strabo (1. xvi. p. 1074), 
andTavernier (p. i, 1. ii. p. 15a.)* 

and 
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CHAP, and Julian muft foon have renounced the v^ 
and impraflicable attempt of forcmg upwards a 
great fleet againft the ftream of a rapid river **, 
which in feveral places was embarrafied by natu* 
ral or artificial cataracts**. The power of fails 
or oars was infuffident; it became neceflary to 
tow the fhips againft the current of the river ; the 
ftrength of twenty thoufimd foldiers was exhaufted 
in this tedious and fervile labour; and if the 
Romans continued to march along the banks of 
the Tigris, they could only exped to return home 
without atchieving any enterprife worthy of the 
genius or fortune of their leader. If, on the 
contrary, it was' advifeable to advance into the 
inland country, the deftrudion of the fleet and 
magazines was the only meafure which could 
fave that valuable prize from the hands of the 
numerous and adive troops which might fud- 
denly be poured from the gates of Cteflphon* 
Had the arms of Julian been vidorious, we 
Aould now admire the condud, as well as the 
courage, of a hero, who, by depriving his foU 
diers of the hopes of a retreat, left them only the 
alternative of death or conqueft '% 

*^ A celeriUte Tigris inciptt vocariy iu appellsnt Medi fagittamv 
Plin. Hift. Natur. vi. 31. 

*> One of thefe dykes, which produces an artificial cafcade or 
cataraa, is defcribed by laveinier (part i. I. ii. p. 116.) and 
Therenot (partii. 1. i. p. 193.). The Perfians, or Aflyrians, la* 
bourtd to interrupt the navigation of the river (Strabo, 1« xr, p. 
1075. D*Anville« TEuphrate et le Tigre^ p. 98, 99.). 

** RecoUeA the fuccefsful and applauded raflkntfs of Aga« 
thocles and Corte^ who burnt their ihips on the coafts of Africa and 
Mexico. 
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The cumbcrfomc traun of artillery and w^- ^^^ **• 
gonsy which retards the operations of a modem '— .^y-w 
army, were in a great meafure unknown in the •"^ . 
campi of the Romans ". Yet, in every age, the ^^ 
fubfiftence of fixty thoufand men mull have been ^*^^" 
one of the mofl: important cares of a prudent 
general ; and that fubfiftence could only be drawn 
from his own or from the enemy's country. Had 
it been poffibfe for Julian to maintain a bridge of 
communication on the Tigris, and to preferve 
die conquered places of Aflyria, a defolated pro- 
vince could not afford any large or regular fup« 
plies, in a feafon of the year when the lands were 
covered by the inundation of the Euphrates *% 
and the unwholefome air was darkened with 
fwarms of innumerable infefts'^ The appear- 
ance of the hoftile country was far more inviting. 
The extenfive region that lies between the river 
Tigris and the mountains of Media, was filled 
with villages and towns ; and the fertile foil, for 
the moft part, was in a very improved ftate of 

*l See the judicious reflejiiont of the Author of the Eflai fur U 
TaAique^ torn. ii. p. 1S7-— 353. and the learned remarks of M. 
Goichardt, Nouveaux Merooires Militaires, torn. i. p. 351 — 3S». on 
the baggage md fubfiftence of the Roman armies. 

"4^ The Tigris rifet to the fouth^ the Euphrates to the north, of th« ^ 
Armenian mountains. The former overflows in March, the latter lA 
July. Thefe circumftancet are well explained in the Geographical 
Di^rtation of Fofter, inferted in Spelman^t Expedition of Cyrus, 

Toh ii. pf a6. 

*5 Ammianus (xxiv. S.) defcribes, as he had felt, the incon- 
▼enieocy of the flood, the heat, and the infe£lf« The lands of 
Aflyria, opprefled by the Turks, and ravaged by the Curds, or 
Axabsy yield an increafe of ten, fifteen, and twenty- fold, for the 
fted which is caft into the ground by the wretched and unikilful 
hu&aBdoian. Voyages de Niebuhr, torn, iit p* »79* ^^5* 
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cultivation. Julian might expeft, that a con- 
queror, who poflefled the two forcible inftruments 
of perfuafion, fteel and gold, would eafily pro- 
cure a plentiful fubfiflence from the fears or ava- 
rice of the natives. But on the approach of th^ 
Romans, this rich and fmiling profped was in- 
ftantly blafted. Wherever they moved, the in- 
habitants deferted the open villages, and took 
fiielter in the fortified towns ; the cattle was 
driven away ; the grafs and ripe corn were con- 
fumed with fire ; and, as foon as the flames ha4 
fubfided which interrupted the march of Julian^ 
he beheld the melancholy face of a fmoking and 
nafed defert. This defperate but effeftiial me- 
thod of defence, can only be executed by the 
enthufiafm of a people who prefer their inde«i 
pendence to their property ; or by the rigour of 
an arbitrary government, which confults the pub- 
lic fafety without fubmitting to their inclinations 
the liberty of choice. On the prefent occafion^ 
the zeal and obedience of the Perfians feconded 
the commands of Sapor; and the emperor was 
foon reduced to the fcanty (lock of provifions^ 
which continually wafted in his hands. Before 
they were entirely confumed, he might ftill have 
reached the wealthy and unwarlike cities of Ec* 
batana, or Sufa, by the effort of a rapid and well- 
direfted march ^'^^j but he was deprived of thi* 
laft refource by his ignorance of the roads, and by 

'^ Ifidore of Charax (Manfion. Parthlc. p. 5, 6* in Hudfon, 
GeograpK. Minor, lom. ii.) reckons 129 fchafeni from Seleucia, ind 
Thevsnot (part i. I. i, \\. p. 209—245.), iz8 hours of march fromr 
Bagdad to Ecbatana, or Hamadam. Thefe meafures cannot exceed 
m ordinary parafang, or three Roman miles. 

the 
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the perfidy of his guides. The Romans wan* ^^A^' 
dered feveral days in the country to the eallward ni— y*^ 
of Bagdad : the Perfian deferter, who had art* 
fully led them into the fnarej efcaped from their 
refentment } and his followers, as foon as they 
were put to the torture, confeffed the fecret of 
the confpiracy. The vifionary conquefts of Hyr- 
cania and India, which had fo long amufed, 
now tormented, the mind of Julian. Confcious 
that his own imprudence was the caufe of the 
public diftrefs, he anxioufly balanced the hopes 
of fafety .or fuccefs, without obtaining a fatif-v 
fadlory anfwer either from gods or men. At 
length, as the only practicable meafure, he em« 
braced the refolution of directing his fteps to- 
wards the banks of the Tigris, with the defign of 
laving the army by a hafty march to the confines 
of Corduenej a fertile and friendly province, 
which acknowledged the fovereignty of Rome. 
The defponding troops obeyed the fignal of the 
retreat, only feventy days after they had pafiTed the 
Chaboras, with the fanguine expedation of fub- June id. 
verting the throne pf Perfia ". 

As long as the Romans feemed to advance Retreat 
into the country, their march was obferved and fr"'/j^jf"^jj^ 
infulted from a diftance, by feveral bodies of Roman 
Perfian cavalry; who fliewing themfelves fome- ^^"^^* 
times in loofe, and fometimes in clofer, order, 

*7 The roarch of Julian from Ctefiphon is circumffaDtially, but 
not clearly, defcribed by Ammianus (xxiv. 7. S.}, Libanius (Orat. 
Partitf. C.I34. p. SS7*}> ^°^ Zoijaiu& (1. iii. p. 1S3.). The two 
laH (eem ignorant that their conqueror was retreating i and Libanius 
absurdly confines bim to the banks of the Tigris* 

Vol.. IV. O faintly 
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CHAP, faintly Ikirmilhed with the advanced guards* 

XXIV • 

Thefe detachments were, however, fupported by 
a much greater force ; and the heads of the co- 
himns were no fooner pointed towards the Tigris, 
than a cloud of dud arofe on the plain. The 
Romans, who now afpired only to the permiffion 
of a fafe and fpeedy retreat, endeavoured to 
perfuade theriifelves, that this formidable appear- 
ance was occafioned by a troop of wild afles, or 
perhaps by the approach of fome friendly Arabs# 
They halted, pitched their tents, fortified their 
camp, pafled the whole night in continual alarms ; 
and difcovered, at the dawn of day, that they 
were furrounded by an army of Perfians. This 
army, which might be confidered only as the 
ran of the' Barbarians, was foon followed by 
the main body of cuiraffiers, archers, and ele- 
phants, commanded by Meranes, a general of 
rank and reputation. He was accompanied by. 
two of the king's fons, and many of the principal 
fatraps ; and fame and expeflation exaggerated 
the ftrength of the remaining powers, which 
flowly advanced under the conduft of Sapor 
himfelf. As the Romans continued their march, 
their long array, which was forced to bend, or 
divide, according to the varieties of the ground, 
tifForded frequent and favourable opportunities 
lo their vigilant enemies. The Perfians repeat^ 
edly charged with fury; they were repeatedly 
repulfed with firmnefs ; and the adion at Ma« 
ronga, which almoft defer ved the name of a 
battle, was marked by a confiderable lofs of fatrapA 
and elephants, perhaps of equal value ia the eyes " 

• • • of 
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of their monarch. Thefe fplendid advantages ^jJLiv*'' 
were not obtained without an adequate daughter 
on the fide of the Romans : feveral ofEcers of 
diftindlion were either knied or wounded } and 
the emperor himfelf, who, on all occafions of 
danger, infpired and guided the valour of his 
troops, was obliged to expofe bis perfon, and 
exert his abilities. The weight of offenfive and 
defenfive arms, which ftill conftituted the ftrength 
and fafety of the Romans, difabled them from 
making any long or eSedual purfuit ; and as the 
horfemen of the Eaft were trained to dart their 
javelins, and (hoot their arrows, at full fpeed, 
and in every poffible direftion ", the cavalry of 
Perfia was never more formidable than in the 
moment of a rapid and diforderly flight. But 
the moft certain and irreparable lofs of the Ro* 
mans, was that of time. . The hardy veterans, 
accuftomed to the cold climate of Gaul and Ger- 
many,- fainted under the fultry heat of an Af- 
fyrian fummer ; their vigour was exhaufted by 
the inceflant repetition of march and combat ) 
and the progrefs of the army was fufpended by 
the precautions of a flow and dangerous retreat, 
in the prefence of an aftive enemy. Every day, 
every hour, as the fupply diminiflied, the value 
and price of fubfifl:ence increafed in the Roman 

ss Chardini the moft judicious of modern travellers, defcribes 
(torn. lii. p. 57» 58, &c. edit, in 410.) the education and dexterity 
of the Perfian liorfemen. Briflbnius (de Regno Perfico^ p« 650. 
66t9 &c.) hasco]leAed the tefiimoniea of antiquity. 
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wounded. 


camp". Julian, who always contented himfelf 
with fuch food as a hungry foldier would have 
difdained, diftributed, for the ufe of the troops, 
the provifions of the Imperial houfehold, and 
whatever could be fpared from the fumpter- 
horfes of the tribunes and generals. But this 
feeble relief ferved only to aggravate the fenfe 
of the public diftrefs ; and the Romans began 
to entertain the moil gloomy apprehenfions, that 
before they could teach the frontiers of the em- 
pire, they fhould all perifli, either by famine, or 
by the fword of the Barbarians •^ 

While Julian (Iruggled with the almoft infu« 
perable difficulties of his fituation, the filent 
hours of the night were ftill devoted to ftudy 
and contemplation. Whenever he clofed his 
eyes in ihort and interrupted flumbers, his mind 
was agitated with painful anxiety ; nor can it be 
thought furprifing, that the Genius of the empire 
fliould once more appear before him, covering 
with a funereal veil, his head, and his horn of 
abundance, and ilowly retiring from the Imperial 
tent. The monarch ftarted from his couch, and 
ftepping forth, to refrefli his wearied fpirits with 
the coblnefs of the midnight air, he beheld a 

^9 In Mark Antony*t retreat, an attic chaenix fold for fifty drach-^ 
macy or, in other words, a pound of flour for twelve or fourteen (hil- 
lings : harley-bread was ibid for its weight in fiiver. It is impoflible 
to perufe the interefting narrative of Plutarch (torn. t. p. los— >ti6.)» 
without perceiving that Mark Antony and Julian were pursued by the 
fame enemies, and involved in the fame diftrefs. 

90 Ainmian. xxiv. 8* xxv. i, ^fimus, 1. tii. p. 184, 185, 18^- 
Libanins, Orat. Parent, c. 134, i35« p. 357, 358, ^59. The fopbift 
of Antioch appears ignorant that the troops were hungry. 
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fiery meteor, which 6iot athwart the fky, and ^Jl,^^' 
fuddenly vanifhed. Juh*an was convinced that 
he had feen the menacing countenance of the 
god of war •* ; the council which he fummoned, 
of Tufcan Harufpices •% unanimoufljr pronounced 
that he fhould abftain from aflion : but, oqi 
this occafion, neceflity and reafon were more 
prevalent than fupetftition ; and the trumpets 
founded at the break of day. The army marched 
through a hilly country ; and the hills had 
been fecretly occupied by the Perfians. Julian 
led the van, with the fkill and attention of a con- 
fummate general ; he was alarmed by the intel- 
ligence that his rear was fuddenly attacked. The 
heat of the weather had tempted him to lay afide 
his cuirafs ; but he fnatchecf a (hield from one of 
his attendants, and battened, with a fufEcient 
reinforcement, to the relief of the rear-guard. 
A fimilar danger recalled the intrepid prince to 
the defence of the front ; and, as he galloped 
between the columns, the centre of the left was 
attacked, and almoft overpowered, by a furious 
charge of the Perfian cavalry and elephants. 
This hqge body was foon defeated, by the welU 

9> AmmiaD. xxv, a. Julian had fworn in a pafiion, nunquam fe 
Marti facra fa^^urum (xxiv. 6.}. Such whimfical quarrels were not 
uncommon between the gods and their iniblent votaries | and even 
the prudent Auguftus, after bis fleet had bt-en twice fliipwrecked, 
excluded Neptune from the honours of public proceflions. See 
Hume*s philofophical Re^eAions. Eflfays, vol. ii p. 418. 

9^ They ftill reuined the monopoly o(^ the vain, but lucrative, 
fcience, which had been invented in Hetruria ; and proftfflfed to derive 
their knowledge of figns and omens, from the ancient books of Tar- 
^uitius, a Tufcan fage. 
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timed evolution pf th^ light infantry, who aimed 
their weapons, with dexterity and efFed, againft 
the backs of the horfemen, and the legs of the 
elephants. The Barbarians fled ; and Julian, 
who was foremoft in every danger, animated the 
purfuit with his voiqe and gedures. His treni<<> 
bling guards, fcattered and oppreffed by the dif^ 
orderly throng of friends and enemies, reminded 
their fearlpfs fovereign that he was without ar^ 
inour; and conjured him to decline the fall of 
the impending ruin. As they exclaimed '% a 
cloud of darts and arrows was difcharged from the 
flying fquadrons } and a javelin, after razing the 
Ikin of his arm, tranfpierc^d the ribs, and fixed 
in the inferior part of the IJver. Julian attempted 
to draw the deadly weapon from his fide ; bqt 
l^is fiiigers were cut by the fliarpnefs of the 
fteel, and he fell fenfelefs from his horfe. His 
guards flew to his relief; and the wounded em- 
peror was gently raifed from the ground, and 
conveyed put of the tumult of the battle into an 
adjacent tent. The report of the melancholy 
event paffed from rank to rank ; but the grief of 
the Romans infpired them with invincibly valour, 
and the defire of revenge. The bloody and 
obftinate conflid was maintained by the two 
armies, till they were feparated by the total dark- 
nefs of the night. Tjie Perfians derived fome 
honour from the advantage which they obtained 

91 Ciamabant hinc inde candiJatt (fee the note of Valefius) quos 
disjecerat terror, ut fugientium molem tanquam ruinam male coip- 
pofiti cultninis declinaret. Ainmian. xxv. 3. 

againfl 
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:^in(l the left wing, where AnatoHus, mafter of ^^j^(^^' 
the offices, was ilain, and the prsefeft Salluft very w-^---^ 
narrowly efcaped. But the event of the day was 
adverfe to the Barbarians. They abandoned the 
field; their two generals, Meranes and Nohor- 
dates^'% fifty nobles or fatraps, and a multitude o£ 
their braved foldiers : and the fuccefs of the Ro-. 
mans^ if Julian had furviv.ed, might have been im* 
proved into a decifive and ufeful vidory. 

The firft words that Julian uttered, after his- The death 
recovery from the fainting fit into which he had a."dI'i6s 
been thrown by lofs of blood, were exprefiive of June *6. 
his martial fpirit. He called for his horfe and 
arms, and was impatient to ru(h into the battle* 
His remaining ftrength was exhaufied by the 
painful effort ; and the furgeons who examined 
his wound, difcovered the fymptoms of ap- 
proaching death. He employed the awful mo- 
ments with the firm temper of a hero and a fage $ 
the philofophers who had accompanied him in 
this fittal expedition, compared the tent of Julian 
with the prifon of Socrates; and the fpedators, 
whom duty, or friendihip, or curiofity, had af- 
fembled round his couch, liftened with refpe£t« 
ful grief to the funeral oration of their dying 
emperor ^\ " Friends and fellow-foldiers, the 

" feafon- 

94 Sapor hifnfelf declared to the Roman s, that it was his pra£lice« 
to comfort the families of his deceafed iatraps, by fending them, as a 
prefenty the heads of the guards and officers who had not fallen by 
their mafter^s fide. Libanius, de nece Julian, ukif. c. xiii. p« 163. 

95 The charafler and fituation of Julian might countenance the 
AiipiciODi that he had previoufly compofed the elaborate oration, 

O 4 which 
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CHAP. « feafonable period of my departure is now ar- 
^' rived, and I difcharge, with the cheerfulnefs 
" of a ready debtor, the demands of nature. 
** I have learned from philofophy, how much the 
^^ foul is more excellent than the body ; and that 
^^ the feparation of the nobler fubftance ihould 
** be the fubjeft of joy, rather than of affliction. 
^^ I have learned from religion, that an early 
f* death has often been the rew^ird of piety ••; 
f^ and I accept, as a favour of the gods, the 
^^ mortal ftroke that fecure$ me from the dan<^ 
f* ger of difgracing a charafter, which has hi- 
•* therto been fupported by virtue and fortitude. 
^< I die without remorfe, as I have lived with- 
*^ out guilt. I am pleafed to refleA on the in« 
f* nocence of my private life; and I can affirm 
H with confidence, that the fupreme authority, 
** that emanation of the Divine Power, has been 
f* prefervcd in my hands pure and immaculate. 
f* Detefting the corrupt and deftruftive maxims 
*' of defpotifm, I have confidered the happinefs 
f* of the people as the end of government. 
f ' Submitting my aftions to the laws of prudence, 
** of juftice, and of moderation, I have trufted 
?* the event to the care of Providence. Peace 
f* was the object of my counfels, as long as peace 

which Ammianuv heard, and hat tranfcribed. The Teriion of tha 
Abh6 de la Bleterie is faitliful and elegant. I have followed him in 
cxprefling the Platonic idea of enianationi, which i$ daikly infmuated 
in the original. 

' 96 llerodotua (1. i c. 31.) hat difplayed that dodrine in an agree- 
able tale. Yet the Jupiter (in the i6th book of the Iliad), who 
faments with tears of blood the death of Sarpedon hit Con, had a very 
impe^feft notion of happinefs or gkurj beyond the grave. 

«« was 
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^ was confiftent with the public welfare ; but c h a f. 

• XXIV. 

•* when the imperious voice of my country fum- 
'^ moned me to arms, I ^xpofed my perfon to 
** the dangers of war, with the clear fore-know- 
ledge (which I had acquired from the art of 
divination) that I was deftined to fall by the 
" fword. I now offer my tribute of gratitude 
to the Eternal Being, who has not fuffered me 
to perifli by the crilelty of a tyrant, by the 
** fecret dagger of confpiracy, or by the flow 
** tortures of lingering difeafe. He has given 
** me, in the mid ft of an honourable career, a 
*^ fplendid and glorious departure from this 
^' world; and I hold it equally abfurd, equally 
" bafe, to folicit, or to decline, the ftroke of 
«< fate.— Thus much I have attempted to fay j 
^' but my ftrength fails me, and I feel the ap* 
** proach of death.— I (hall cautioufly refrain 
" from any word that may tend to influence 
•* your fuffrages in the eleftion of an emperor. 
" My choice might be imprudent, or injudi- 
" cious J and if it fliould not be ratified by the 
** confent of the army, it might be fatal to the 
" perfon whom I fliould recommend. I fliall 
** only, as a good citizen, exprefs my hopes, 
** that the Romans may be blefled with the go- 
*' vemment of a virtuous fovereign.*' After 
this difcourfe, which Julian pronounced in a 
firm and gentle tone of voice, he diftributed, by 
a military teftament ^% the remains of his private 

fortune ; 

97 The foldiert who made their verbal, or nuncupatory, tefta* 
meiitti upon aflual fcrvice (in prociii(llii)| were exempted from the 

forma<» 
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CHAP, fortune; and making feme inquiry- why Ana« 
tolius was not prefent, he underftood, from the 
anfwer of Sallufl:, that Anatolius was killed ; and 
bewailed, with amiable inconfiftency, the lofs of 
his friend. At the fame time he reproved the 
immoderate grief of the fpeftators ^ and conjured 
them not to difgrace, by unmanly tears, the fate 
of a prince, who in a few momenta would be 
united with heaven, and with the ftars ^\ The 
fpedators were filent ; and Julian entered into a 
metaphyfical argument with the philofophers 
Prifcus and Maximus, on the nature of the fouL 
The efforts which he made, pf mind as well as 
body, mod probably haftened his death. His 
wound began to bleed with frefli violence ; his 
refpiration was embarra^ed by the fwelling of 
the veins : he called for a draught of cold water, 
and, as foon as he had drank it, expired without 
pain, about the' hour of midnight* Such was 
the end or that extraordinary man, in the thirty- 
fecond year of his age, after a reign of one year 
and about eight months, from the death. of Con- 
ftantius. In his laft moments he difplayed, per* 
haps with fome oftentation, the Ipve of virtue 

farmaltties of the Roman h\». See Heinecciits (Antiquit. Jur. 
Koman. torn. i. p. 504.. )» and Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix^ 
Kxxvii.). 

9& This tmion of the human foul \irith the divine aetheiial Atb. 
Aance of the unirerfey is the ancient define of Pytliagors^ and 
Ptato; but it Teems to exclude any perfonal or coufcious immor* 
lalHy» Sec Warburton^s learned and rational obfervatiohB. Diviile 
^gariMf voUii. p. I99<»ai6. 

and 
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and of fame, which had been the ruling paffions of ^ JL/L^* 
his life ••• Jiivlw 

The triumph of Chriftianity, and the cala- Eicaioa 
mities of the empire, may, in fome meafure, be *^ '*** **' 
afcribed to Julian himfelf, who had negle£ked to Jovian, 
fecure the future execution of his defigns, by the umxj^ 
timely and judicious nomination of an aiTociate 
and fucceflbr. But the royal race of Conftantius 
Chlorus was reduced to bis own perfon ; and if 
he entertained any ferious thoughts of invefting 
with the purple the moft worthy among the Ro- 
mans, he was diverted from his refolution by the 
difficulty of the choice, the jealoufy of power, 
the fear of ingratitude, and the natural prefump- 
tion of heahh, of youth, and of prolperity. His 
unexpected death left the empire without a 
mailer, and without an heir, in a (late of per- 
plexity and danger, which, in the fpace of four- 
fcore. years, had never been experienced, fmce 
the eledion of Diocletian. In a government, which 
had almoft forgotten the diflindion of pure and 
noble blood, the fuperiority of birth was of little 
moment; the claims of official rank were acci-; 
dental and precarious ; and the candidates, who 
might afpire to afcend the vacant throne, could 
be fupported only by the confcioufnefs of per- 
fonal merit, or by the hopes of popular favour. 
But the fituation of a famifhed army, encom- 

99 The whole relation of the death of Julian is given by Am- 
mianus (xxv. 3.)> an intelligent fpe6^ator. Libanius, who turns 
with horror from the fceney has fupplied fome circumftances (Drat. 
Parental. c« i}6 — 140. p. 359— S^^O* ^^^ calumnies of Gregory, 
and the legends of more ancient faints, may now be//mf^de« 
fpifcd* 

paflfed 


1 


404 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

J 

CHAP, pafled on all fides by an hoft of Barbarians, 
w ihortened the moments of grief and deliberation. 
In this fcene of terror and diflrefs, the body of the 
deceafed prince, according to his own directions, 
was decently embalmed ; and, at the dawn of day, 
the generals convened a military fenate, at which 
the commanders of the legions, and the officers, 
both of cavalry and infantry, were invited to affift. 
Three or four hours of the night had not pafled 
away without fome fecret cabals ; and when the 
cleft ion of an emperor was propofed, the fpirit of 
faftion began to agitate the aflembly, Vidlor and 
Arinthaeus coUefted the remains of the court of 
Conftantius ; the friends of Julian attached tbem?- 
felves to the Gallic chiefs, Dagalaiphus and Ne« 
vitta ; and the mod fatal confequences might be 
apprehended from the difcord of two factions, fo 
oppofite in their charafter and intereft, in their 
maxims of government, and perhaps in their reli- 
gious principles. The fuperior virtues of Salluft 
could alone reconcile their divifions, and unite their 
fuffrages ; and the venerable praefeft would imme- 
diately have been declared the fucceflbr of Julian, 
if he himfelf, with fmcere and modeft firmnefs, had 
not alleged his age and infirmities, fo unequal to 
the weight of the diadem. The generals, who were 
furprifed and perplexed by his refufal, (hewed 
fome difpofition to adopt the falutary advice of 
. an inferior oflScer ***% that they fhould ad as they 

«oo Honoratior aliquis mile*| perhnps Animianut himfelf. The 
modeft and Judicious hiHorian defcribes the fctne of the e!e6lioD> at 
which he was undoubtedly prefent (xxr. 5.}. 

would 
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would have aOicd in the abfence of the emperor ; ^ Jt.y*** 
that they fhould exert their abilities to extricate 
the army from the prefent diftrefs ; and, if they 
were fortunate enough to reach the confines of 
Mefopotamia, they ihould proceed with united and 
deliberate counfels in the eledion of a lawful fo- 
yereign. While they debated, a few voices fa« 
luted Jovian, who was no more than firji *** of 
the domeftics, with the names of Emperor and 
Auguftus. The tumultuary acclamation was in« 
ftantly repeated by the guards who furrounded the 
tent, and pafled, in a few minutes, to the extre« 
mities of the line. The new prince, aftoniibed 
with his own fortune, was x haftily invefted with 
the Imperial ornaments, and received an oath of 
fidelity from the generals, whofe favour and pro« 
tedion he fo lately iblicited. The flrongeft recom« 
mendation of Jovian was the merit of his father. 
Count Varronian, who enjoyed, in honourable re* 
tirement, the fruit of his long fervices. In the 
obfcure freedom of a private flation, the fon in^ 
dulged his tafte for wine and women; yet he 
fupported, with credit, the charader of a Chrif« 
tian '""^ and a foldier. Without being confpicuous 

«o« The^rjiiivf, or primiemus, eujoyed the dignity of a fenator} and 
thouob only a tribune^ he ranked with tlie military duket. Cod. 
Tbeodofian. I. v'u tit. xxiv. Thcfe privileges are perhaps oiore re* 
cent than the time of Jovian« 

>oA The ecclefiaftical hiftornns, Socrates (1. iii. ^. ««.), Sozomeii 
(K vi. c* jO' ""^ Theodoret (1. iv. c. i.), afcribe to Jovian tbf 
merit of a confeflbr under the preceding reign ; and pioufly fuppo^» 
that be refuied the purple, till the whole army unanimou Ay exclaimed 
that they were Chrifiians* Ammianus^ calmly purfuing his narra« 
rative» overthrows the legend*by a fingle ientence. Hoftiis pro Jo* 
viano cxtifquc infpefkis, pronuntiatum cft^ &c« xxv. 6. 

for 
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c " ^^* for any of the ambitious qualifications which ex- 
cite the admiration and envy of mankind^ the 
comely perfon of Jovian, his cheerful temper, and 
familiar wit, had gained the aiFe£lion of his fellow- 
foldiers ; and the generals of both parties acquiefced 
in a popular ele6lion, which had not been conduc- 
ed by the arts of their enemies* The pride of this 
unexpe6led elevation was moderated by the juft ap- 
prehenfion, that the fame day might terminate the 
life and reign of the new emperor. The preffing 
voice of neceffity was obeyed without delay ; and 
the fird orders iiTued by Jovian, a few hours after 
his predecellbr had expired, were to profecute a 
inarch, which could alone extricate the Romans 
from their aftual diftrefsi"''. 

The cfteem of an enemy is moft fincercly ex-i 
prefied by his fears ; and the degree of fear may 
be accurately meafured by the joy with which he 

, . celebrates his deliverance. The welcome news 

June 27th 

—July ift. of the death of Julian, which a deferter revealed 
to the camp of Sapor, infpired the defponding 
monarch with a fudden confidence of victory. 
He immediately detached the royal cavalry, per- 
l)aps the ten thoufand Immortak '^% to fecond and 


and difE- 
culty of 
the re* 
treaty 


'01 Ammianits (xxv. xo.) has drawn from the life an iaipartial 
portrait of Jovian: to which the yourger Vi6lor has added fotne re* 
niarkable ftrokes.^ The Abbe de In Bleterie (Hiftoire de Joviei^ 
tocn. i. p. 1—2^8.) has coinpofed an elaborate htdory of his ihort 
reign ; a work remarkably diftinguiihed by elegance of ftyle, critical 
difquifition, and religious prejudice. 

>H> Regius eqaitatus. It appears from Procopius, that the lm« 
inortals, fo famous under Cyrus and his fucceflbrsy were revived| jf 
we may uf<^ that improper wocd« by the Saflipides, Briflbn de Regno 
PerficOf p. 168^ l6Q. 
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fuppott the purfuit ; and difcharged the \(fhole chap, 
weight of his united forces on the rear-guard of 
the Romans. The rear-guard was thrown into dif- 
order ; the renowned legions, which derived their 
titles from Diocletian, and his warlike colleague, 
were broke and trampled down by the elephants } 
and three tribunes loft their lives in attempting to 
ftop the flight of their foldiers. The battle was 
at length reftored by the perfevering valour of 
the Romans; the Perfians were repulfed with a 
great Daughter of men and elephants j and the 
army, after marching and fighting a long fum- 
mer^s day, arrived, in the evening, at Samara on 
the banks of the Tigris, about one hundred miles 
above Ctefiphon *'''• On the enfuing day, the 
Barbarians, inftead of harafling the march, at- 
tacked the camp, of Jovian ; which had been feated 
in a deep and fequeftered valley. From the hills, 
the archers of Perfia infulted and annoyed the 
wearied legionaries ; and a body of cavalry, which 
had penetrated with defperate courage through the 
Praetorian gate, was cut in pieces, after a doubt- 
ful conflift, near the Imperial tent. In the fuc- 
ceeding night, the camp of Carche was proteSed 
by the lofty dykes of the river ; and the Roman 
army, though inceffantly expofed to the vexatious 

'o* The obfcure villages. of the inland country are nrtcoitrMf 
loftj nor can we name the fielil ol battle where Julian fell; but M« 
d'Anville has demon (Irated the pcecife fiiuation of Sumere, Carche, 
iind Duiaj along the banks of the Tigris (Geographie Ancienne, 
t*m. ii. p. 148. r£uphrate et le Tigre» p*'95*97)* In the ninth 
century II Sunierey or Samara, became, with a (light change of oaiucy 
4he royal refidence of the Khalifs of the boufe^ of Abbas* 

2 purfuit 
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CHAP, purfuit of the Saracens, pitched their tents ncaf 
the city of Dura' °% fout days after the death of 
Julian. The Tigris was ftill on their left ; their 
hopes and provifions were almofl confumed ; and 
the impatient foldiers, who had fondly perfuaded 
themfelves, that the frontiers of the empire werq 
not far diftant, requefted their njew fovereign, 
that they might be permitted to hazard the pa£* 
fage of the river. With the aiEftance of his 
wifeft officers, Jovian endeavoured to check their 
raihnefs ; by reprefenting, that if they pofTeiTed 
fufEcient (kill and vigour to ftem the torrent of 
a deep and rapid ftfeam, they would only deliver 
themfelves naked and dfefencelefs to the Bar* 
barians, who had occupied the oppofite banks. 
Yielding at length to their clamorous importu* 
nities, he confented, with relu^ance, that five 
hundred Gauls and Germans, accuftomed from 
their infancy to the waters of the Rhine and 
Danube, ihould attempt the bold adventure, 
which might ferve either as an eacouragement, 
or as a warning, for the reft of the army. In 
the filence of the night, they fwam the Tigris, 
furprifed an unguarded poft of the enemy, and 
difplayed at the dawn of day the fignal of their 
refolution and fortune. The fuccefs of this trial 
difpofed the emperor to liften to the promifes of 
bSs architeds, who propofed to conftrufk a float- 
ing bridge of the inflated fkins of flieep, oxen, 

io6 pura was a fortified place in the wai*» of Antiocfaut againft^ 
the rebclt of Media and Perfia (Polybiuj, 1. v, c. 48. 5*, p. 5-^S. 55aa 
edit, Cafaubon^ in Svo.}* 

and 
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md gcAM, coyercd wd^ a fliK)r of eirtb «a4 fifr ^£^'* 
ciae« ""'• Two ip^nant days men fpem io jtbe ^— p'l^^ 
iMffeftual labjouf ; and the Romani, vho already 
cndwed the uvUeries of famine, caft a hxlk of 
ddpair oia the llgfis, and ttpon the Barbaqai|> i 
vhofe Buoftbert and oMUnacy increafed vrath the 
diftref^ of the Imperial army ""'• 

Ia thi$ hopeleft fit^atioa, the faimbg fphrits of Negotit. 
the EomaM were revived by the found of poace^ ^^^ 
The tranfient prefiimplion of Sapor had vanifhed : peace, 
he obferred, with ferious concern, that, in the ^^^^^ 
repetition of doubtfiii combats, he had loft hit 
moft iaithfttl and intrepid nobles, his braveft 
troops, and the greateft part of his train of eler 
pbants : and the experienced monarch feared t9 
provoke the rcfiflaoce of dcfpair, the viciifitudee 
of /oftu^, and the unexhaufted powers of th^ 
Roman empire } which mjgbt ibon advance tq 
relieve, or to revenge^ the fuccefibr of Julian* 
The Surenas himfelf, accompanied by another 
liKrap, qspeared in the camp of Jovian "^ ; and 
declared,, that the cleme&cy of his ibverdga was 

*^ A fimilar expedient wis propoied to the leaders of the ten 
thoufiuidy and wiftly re}e6led« Xenophon, Anebafii, I. iin p* %IS» 
^5^9 *St» Xtapptare fram our nMidcm taTeiler^ that rafts inm- 
ipg on hUdfters-pttfckmied theti^dt and navigation qf the Tiffiu 

so^ The Arft military afts of the reign of Jov^io are related 1^ 
Ammiannr (^xr. ^), Liboniot (Orat. Parent, c* t^6. p. 364.), 

md ISofisin (I. Mit p« 1S9, isot igxO* 'I'boasb wr wir dilinrft 
the fairnefa of Libaniut, the ocolar teltiaiony of Eutr^'ut (uno t 
^rfis atqiK akero proelio ?iAoi» x. X7O muft incline yt to fufp^^ 
tkat Attimianut hat been too jealous of the honour of the Roma^ 
arras. 

>09 Sextos Rafos (de ProTuicttty c. 19.) embraces a ppor fubter* 
foge of national vanity. Xanta reverentia nprnliiis Romani fuit, ut 4 • 
Perfis frimm de pace ftrmo habcietor* 
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t^ At. f^t kytatOi t& fignify the conditions, on which' he 
wouM confent to fpare and to difmifs the Csefar, 
with the relics of his captive army. The hopes 
of fafety fubdaed the firmnefs of the Romans ; 
the emperor was compelbed^ by the adtice of his 
council^ and the crie» of the foMi^rS, f o einbrace 
the offer of peace ; atid the pra&feft SsHiift was 
hnmediatety Jent, with the general Arinthasus, 
to underftand the pleafure of the Great Kin^. 
The crafty Perfian delayed, under various pre- 
tenceS) the conclufioA of the agreement; ftarted 
difBcuities, required explanations, fuggefted ex- 
pedients,^ receded from: his coiK:eflions, encreafed 
his demands, and wafted four days' in the arts of 
negotiation, ttH he had confumed the ftock of 
][>rovirions which yet remained m the camp of 
the Romans. Had Jovian- been capable of exe- 
tutihg a bold and prudent liieafure, he wouM 
have continued his march with unremitting dili- 
gence; the progrefs of the treaty woudd have 
fufpended the attacks of the Barbarians; and, 
hefort the expiration of the fourth day, he might 
have fafely reached the fruitful province of Cor* 
duene, at the diftance only of one hundred 
miles "^ The irrefoiute emperor, inftead of 
breaking through the toils of the enemy, expected 
his fate with patient refignation ^ and accepted 
the humitiating condkions of peace, which it 

^^^ It Is prtrunriptuout to controvert the opinion of Ammianus, a 
foldier and a fpeftator. Vet it is difficult to tvnderftandy how the 
mountains of Corduene could extend over the plain of AiTyriay as low 
as the conflux. of the Tigrit and the great Zab: or how an army of 
fixty thoufand men could march one hundred nnl^s ill four days* 

• 
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Mras no .longer in his power to refufe. The five ^ -fxAr*** 
provinces beyond the Tigris, which had been ^^^>^-w 
ceded by the grandfather of Sapor, were reflored 
to the Perfian monarchy. He acquired, by a 
fmgle article, the impregnable city of Niflbis ; 
whici) had fuftained, in three fucceflive fieges, 
the effort of his arms. Singara, and the cadle 
of the Moors, one of the ftrongeft places of Mefo- 
potamia, were likewife difmembered from the 
ompire. It was confidered as an indulgence, that 
the inhabitants of thofe fortreffes were permitted 
to retire with their effedsj but the conqueror 
rigorouily infilled, that the Romans fhould for 
ever abandon the king and kingdom of Armenia. 
A peace, or rather a long truce of thirty years, 
was ftipulated between the hoftile nations ; the 
faith of the treaty was ratified by folemn oaths^ 
and religious ceremonies ; and - hoftages of diflin- 
guiflied rank were reciprocally delivered to fecure 
the perfprmance of the conditions "\ 

The fophift of Antioch, who faw with indig- Tbewnk. 
nation the fceptre of his hero in the feeble hand Stferacc of 
of a Chriftian fucceflbr, profeflfes to admire the Jovian, 
moderation of Sapor, in contenting himfelf with 
fo fmall a portion of the Roman empire. If he 
had ftretched as far as the Euphrates the claims 

*'* The treaty of Dura is recorded with grief or indignation by 
Ammianus (xx?« 7.), Lil>aniu8 (Orat. Parent, c, i^, p. ^64.,), 
Zofimus (1. iii. p. 190, 191. )» Ortgory Nasianzen (Drat. iv« 
p. tiy* iiSy who impute! the diftrefs to jQlian, the deliTerance to 
Jovian), and Eutropius (x. 17. )• The laft-mentioned writer, who 
was prefent in a military ftation, ftylea tbit peace neceiTarialn <}uidem 
fed ignobilem. 

Pa of 
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c^A p. of his arabltion, he might have been fcctitc, 
fays Libanius, of not meeting with a refiifel^ 
If he had fixed, as the boundary of Perfia, the 
Orontes, the Cydnns, the Sangaiins, or even the 
I'hracian Bofphorus, flatterers would not have 
been wanting m the court of Jovian to convmcc 
the timid monarch, that his remaining provinces 
would ftill afford the mofl^ ample gratifications of 
power and luxury "\ Without adopting in its 
full force this malicious infinuation, we muft 
acknowledge, that the conclufion of fo xgnonu- 
lik)us a treaty was fecifitated by the prhrate am- 
bition of Jovian. The c/bfcure domeftic, exalted 
to the throne by fortune, rather than by merit, 
was impatient to efcape from the hands of the 
Periians ; that he might prevent the defigns of 
Procopius, who commanded the army of Mefo- 
potamia, and eilabtifted his doubtful reign over the 
legions and provinces, which were (IHt ignoraftt 
of the hafty and tumultuous choice of the camp 
beyond the ' Tigris "'. In the neighbourhood of 
tlie &me river, at no very confidersble diftan^e 
from the &tal fbtion ofBura"% the tch thctt- 

"* Libantbiy Ortu Pikreiit. e. 14.3. p. jfi^,^ 3165* 
^i Condkiombufl • • • dtfytndioRt RomaDie rcipublidlr linpb- 
fitis • • • • quibus cupidior regni q«ani glorias Joriamis imperii 
rudis adquievit* Scxtut Rufws de Prorinciis^ c. s^. L« Bleterie 
Hat eiiprdftdy in a long direft oration, thafe ^cions cenflderationa 
•f public and priTate intereft (Hift. die JoWcny torn* i. p* f^^dic.)* 

I '4 The gencrala were murder^ on the banlU of the Zabatoa 
(Anabafia* K li* p. is^ K !>>• p« ^^^-h ^ ^^^^ ^^W :* '^'^ ^^ 
Affyrta» 406^ feet broad, whid) f^Ua into the Tigris fourteen hours 
below Moful. The error of the Greeks bellowed on th€ great and 
leiTer 2al>the names of the IfSj^ (Lycus), and the CmT (Cafvot)^ 
They cfeaud thcie animals to attend the i:^» of the Eaft. 
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imd Greeks, without generals, or guides, or pro^- ^xxfv^* 
iirifions, were abandoned, above twelve hundred "^i^^-N^^^ 
miles from their native country, to the refentment 
of a viftwious monarch. The difference of thiur 
condufl and fuccefs depended much ipore on thjstr 
character than on their fituation. Inftead of 
tamely reOgning themfelves to the fecret delibe- 
rations and private views of a fingle perfon, the 
united jcouneils of the Greeks were infpired by the 
generous enthufuifm of a popular aifembly ; where 
the la^ind of each citizen is filled with the love 
of glory, the i^de of freedom, and the contempt 
of death. Confcious of their fuperbrity over the 
Barbarians in arms and difcipline, they difdain^ 
to yieldy they refu&d to capitulate; every ob- 
ftacle was furmounted by their patience, courage 
and military fldll ; and the memorable r^reat of 
the ten thoufand expofed and i^fulted the weakr 
jiefs of the Perfian monarchy "*. 

As the price of his difgraceful conceffions, th$ He conti* 
emperor might perhaps have ilipulatjD^, tha^ ;tj^p rtt!Lt to 
cs^mp of the hungry Ronums fliould be pleoitif^djiy f^ifibit. 
iCupplied '*^ ; and that they fliould be ^r^niued ^ 
pafs the Tigris on the bridge which wa$ i^Offi* 
Hji^ed by the hands of the Perfians* Bvt^ if 

<>! The CynfadtM is vag^ie and languid : tt^e AwAqfit pir.cuipl^Q* 
tiat ankl animated. Such \fJht eteraad difference between fi6Uon and 

<9^ ^ccj^VfUng 49^u^u9« 4Q immediate Af^ly oi^^trnm^ ^% 
ftiputated,b3r the treaty ; and Theodoret ^Hit^ns^ thnt the fiil^adon 
«M IkithMly difeharged %y the Perfiani. Such a faft it jn-obable, 
W MnAm^<(Hr;&M?» fee 7Utim«iit» iM..des£mpeieart, torn, in 

P3 Joviau 
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CHAP. Jovian prefumed to foHcit thofe equitable terms, 
they were fternly refufed by the haughty tyrant of 
the Eaft ; whofe clemency had pardoned the in- 
vaders of his country. The Saracens fometimes 
intercepted the ftragglers of th^ march ; but the 
generals and troops of Sapor refpefted the ceffa- 
tion of arms ; and Jovian was fuffered to explore 
the moft convenient place for the paffage of the 
river. The fmall veffels, which had been faved 
from the conflagration of the fleet, performed the 
moft eflential fervice. They firft conveyed the 
emperor and his favourites ; and afterwards tranf- 
ported, in many fuccefl!ive voyages, a great part 
of the army. But, as every man was anxious 
for his perfonal fafety, and apprehenfive of being 
left on the hoftile fhore, the foldiers, who were 
too impatient to wait the flow returns of the 
boats, boldly ventured themfelves on light hur- 
dles, or inflated fkins^; and, drawing after them 
their horfes, attempted, with various fuccefs, to 
fwim acrofs the river. Many of thefe daring 
adventurers were fwallowed by the waves ; many 
others, who were carried , along by the violence 
of the ftream, fell an eafy prey to the avarice^ 
or cruelty, of the wild Arabs ! and the lofs which 
the army fpftained in the paflage of the Tigris^ 
ivas not inferior to the cvn^g^ of i^ d^y pf battlCf 
As foon as the Romans had landed on the weft- 
ern ban^, they were delivered from the hoftile 
purfuit of the Barbarians; but, in a laborious 
inarch of two hundred tniles over the plains of 
Mefopotamia, they endured the laft extremities 
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cf'thifft and hungen They «?er^ obliged to ^xxtyf* 
traverfe a fandy defert^ which, in the extent of 
feventy miles, did not afford a fingle blade of 
iweet grafs, nor a fingle fpring of fre(h water; 
and the reft of the inhospitable, wafte was untrod 
by the foQtfteps either , of friends or ^enemiet. 
Whenever a fmali me^fure of floiu' could be 
difcoverfd in, the camp, twenty pounds weight 
were greedily purchafed with ten pieces of gold "' : 
the beads of burden were flaughtered and de- 
vx^ured.; and ihe defer t was ftrewed with the amis 
and baggage of the Roman foldters, whofe tat* 
Jtered garments and >meagre countenances dif- 
played their paA fufferings, and aflual mifery. 
A fmall convoy of provifions advanced to meet 
ihe army as far as the caftle of Ur; and th^ 
fuf^ly was the more grateful, fince it declared 
the fidelity of JSebaftian and Procopms. At 
.Thillaphata"% the emperor moft gracioufly re* 
xeived the generals of Mefopotamia; and the 
remains of a once flourifiiing army .at length re* 

<i7 We may recolUa fome Itnet of Lucan (Pbarflil. ir. $$.)$ wh« 
4eicHb«t a fimilar diftreft of VmSur% inay •» Spaing 
.S»va fames adera t . ' ^ 
JMiles eget : toto ccnfii non prodigus eontt 
^xiguain Cererem. Proh lucri pallida tabes 1 
Nod deed 4>rohto jejoAus venditor auro. 
See Gttichardt (Nouveaux Mcmoires Miliuiret, torn. i. p. 379^* 
jSa.), His Analyfis of the two Campaigns in Spain and Africa, 
h the fiobleft monament that has ertr been raifed to the fame of 
Caefar. 

•»!> M. d*An?ille (fee his Map9» and l*£uphra(e et le i:ign, 

.p. 9t, 93.) traces their march, and ailigns the true pofition of Ha* 

tra, Ur, and Tbilfapbata, which Ammianus has mentioned, ^e 

.does not complain of the Samiel, the deadly hot wind, which Xhe« 

tCRBt (Voyage*} put ii. U u p« ^j9a.).fo much dreaded. 
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t H A K ^fbd thiemfelVtt under the wblkof NRibk Thb 
\— ^^^iw ttidPfiSAgers <)£ Jotrian had already pfo^laimed» 
ki the laiiguage of l^attery, his eleClion^ his 
treaty, tuid bin i^urn ; askl the new prince had 
takeh tfat mod ^eftual m^alinres to feeute the 
-aHeghitee of th6 armies aikd pr^mces ot Europe ; 
Ify plactAg the nufftary cotnto^nd in the hairds of 
ihofe officcrls, who, ftoA motives of iatereiR:, of 
incKttatiofi, would firmly fuppott the txiufe of 
their benefeftor "•. 
TJntvcrfai The friends tf Jallstn had confidendy amiomi- 
a^TiTft "the ^ ^^ fuccefc of his expedition. They erttcr, 
trta^ of ^ahicd ^ fond pef fukfion, that the tctnpfcs of this 
gods would be enriched wfth tbe Tpoils of tte 
"Eaft ; that Pbrfia would t)e reduced to the faum« 
^Icftatfecf'a titeutary province, governed bythfe 
-laws trtid maglftrtttcs of Rome; Aat the Bar* 
Brians would adopt the drefs, ^d manners, and 
"htngo^jge^ of their conquerors; and that tho 
youth of Ecbatana and Sctfa wouM fttidy the ait 
of rhetoric tinder Grecian mafters *••• TRtc pro- 
grefs of the arms of Julian interrupted his com- 
munication wii^ the empire $ and, from ihe moi* 
ment that he pafTed the Tigris, his a^E^onate 
fubjeds were ignorant of the fate and fortunes of 
their prince. Tbdr oontemplation oi £mcied 
triumphs was diiftutbed by the mehttwjhefly tufmoot 
of his death } and they perfifted to doubt, dftdr 

vt9 "fhe rtfvretft of >tittft k MiriMi ^ Affiimuii;^ (ter. ^.)» 
Libaviiwi ,(0ttft. PifOit. c* jH/), p. T0p$.h and Stfiteot <!• vu 
p. »940' 

i«o Li!>anias, OfHt.lhMitiU t. «4J|5. 'p. ^6* ^cbWilt tht mi* 
tura] hopei aird inlkes 6[^ Act«tidaii» 

they 
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littsy could no longer ^deny^ the truth of thm ^'^^(^^" 
^nal «9eiit '^. The ineflio^g^an of Jorian pro- 
ttedgated the ^)ecioia caje of a prudent nd 
Mcfiffip^ peace; the wice of £ime^ louder and 
more fincere, revealed the difgrace of the empe^ 
tmy and the 4Bondit]DQt of ibe ignommiow treaty^ 
The minds of the people iMre fiUisd with afto* 
9iflimettc aftd grief, ^tb JndigMtiasi and terror, 
vhen diey ivere iofoo'med, that ^e unworthy 
l&iooefibr of Julian relinqtdlfaed die Ave provisoes, 
wfaach faid been aoqubed by tike vidory of Gid«* 
^M ; and that be ^lamefiilly furrendered to the 
:Pirbai»ain tbe Important city of Nifibis, the firm* 
«ft bulwask of the provmces of die £aft '**• llie 
4ecp and daagomos ii^eftion, how far iAie pub* 
at "bUk iiouid ht obferved, when it becomes 
ittCDnipai%l& wkh the public M^j ws^ fifeeiy 
^tsmd in po|i«latic(Mitei£rif6n$ i^ fooieliopes, 
nvere ehteitthied, that the emperor would redeem 
Ilia putfillaAiaacius 'bduniour by a fplendid aft of 
^atfioTC peifidy. The inflexible ,^rit ef ^he 
^Roaaan ^fisHuue hod always d^febimed the vnequat 
^OPOditiMis whidh were •extorted from the diftr^ 
^ tkx iMfiAm ^^dttieb} ^aiAd, tf it were neccfiary 

<«> The people of Cariiue^ t ^i^ (derated to PaganiTm, buried 

the inaufpitiout meflei^ger under a pile of ftonet (ZoCmu%, 1. iiu 
>« ^9^. )• lilN«iiDt9*iMlieii h cictcife d the htuA imelligeiice, -caft hie 

eye on bit fword $ but he lecollefUd that Plato had condemned 
.fuicide». and that heimiil live Jo tmnpoSt ^ pai^pric «of Jinliaa 
.(Libi^niutde Vitifua* ions. iL p*45»4^.}« 

lit Amroianut and Eutropiiie Jnay be.admitted as fair and- credible 
-witoeflea of the4>ublic language and opiniona* The people of An« 
.tioch rectkd an ^;nominious peac^ whieh 'esBpofisd them to the Pe»* 

fiansy on a naked and defencelefs frontier (Excerpt* Vale(iana^p« %^$» 

ex Johanne Aattochcno.)* 

to 
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^^^^* mourner dropt a laft tear over the tomb of a fon 
or huiband, vhich mud foou be profaned by thf 
rude hand of a Barbarian mafter ; and the ag£d 
citizen kifled the threfliold, and clung to the 
doors^ of the houfe^ where he had paflfed the 
cheerful and carelefs hours of infancy. The 
highways were crowded with a trembling mul- 
titude; the diftindipng of rank, and fext and 
^ge, were loft in the general calamity. Every 
one ftrove to be^r away forae fragment from the 
wreck of his fortunes; and as they could not 
command the immediate fervice of an adequate 
number of horfes or waggons^ they were obliged 
to leave behind them the gre^teft part of their 
valuable eSe^s, The favage infenfibility of Jo- 
vian appears to have aggrs^v^ted the hardihips of 
ihefe unhappy fugitives^ They w^re ieated, how- 
evtTy in a new-built quarter of Amida ; and that 
rifing city, with the reinforcement of a very con- 
iiderable colony, foon recovered its former fplen^ 
dour^ and became the capital of Mefopotamia '^« 
Similar orders wer« difpatched by the emperor 
for the evacuation of Singara and the caftle of 
the Moors; ^nd for the reftitution of the five 
|>rovinces beyond the Tigris* Sapor -epjoyed the 
jglory and the fruits of his viftory ; ?nd thi^ igBo- 
minious peace has juftly been conCid^red a> jt 
.memorable aera in the decline and fall of ^fi 
Roman empire. The predeceflors of Jovlsin Jmd 
fometimes relinquifhed the dominion of diftant 
and unprofitable provinces; but, fince the foun- 

*»* C^ron. P?Wial. p. 3C0. Tfec c^clcfiaftical N)tHiti|5 n^sy be 
confultedv 

datioA 
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dation of the city, the gcniiis of Roroe^ the god ^ Jxtv? 
Terminus, who guarded the boundaries of the ^ ■* y ^ w 
repubhc, had never retired before the ftxrord of 
a viftorious enemy "'• 

After Jovian had performed thofe engage* Relec- 
ments, which the vcrice of his people might have Jj^'d^^ 
tempted him to violate, he haftened away fronk 
the fcene of his difgrace, and proceeded with bis 
whole court to enjoy the luxury of Antfoch "'. 
Without confoltmg the didates of religious zeal, 
he was prompted, by humanity and gratitude, to 
beftow the laft honours on the remsuns of his 
lieceafed fovereign *** : and P^ocopius, who (in- 
cerely bewailed the loTs of bis kinfman, was 
removed from the command of the army, under 
the decent pretence of conducing the iuneral. 
Tbe corpfe of Julian was tranfported from Nifibis 
to Tarfus, in a flow march of fifteen days ; and, 
as it paiTed through the cities of the £aft, was 
feluted by the hoftile fadions, with mournful 
lamentations and chmorous inrults. The Pagans 
already placed their belov^ ha^o ia the rank of 
thofe gods whofe worfliip he had reftored } while 
tbe invectives of the Chriftians purfued the foul 

>S7 Zofimiis, It iii. p« t^ft, 19). Sextiit Rufat i!e FrovHitni, 
c. ^9. Augnftin de CiTtmt. Dei, I. rr. c. t^. Thit gtneral po- 
fnion rouft be applkd and interpreted with fome caution. 

**• Ammianus, jtxv. 9. Zofimus, !. iii. p. 19^. He might ti« 
•dax, et vino Venerique indutgens. Bat I agree with La Blettric 
(torn. i. p. i4S-*-i54.)» i>) rejeAing the foolifli report of a Baccha. 
nalian riot (ap. Suidain} celebrated at Antioch^ by the empe^ori bis 
fv^, and a troop of concubines. 

"9 The Abbe de la Bleterie (torn. i. p. 156. «09.). handfomeljr 
expofea the brutal bigotry of Baroniut» who would hafc thioifB 
Julian to the dogf , nc celjpititi^ quidein rcpukwa dignus. 

of * 
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^xxtv^' -of the apoftate to hell, and his body to (he 
grave "^ One party lamented the approaching 
ruin of their altars; the other ^celebrated the 
marvellous deliverance of the church. The 
Chriftians applauded^ in lofty and ambiguous 
flrains, the (troke of divine vengeance, which 
had been fo long fufpended over the guilty head 
of Julian. They acknowledged, that the death 
of the tyrant, at the inftant he expired beyond 
the Tigris, was revealed to the faints of Egypt, 
Syria, and Cappadocia '" ; and, inftead of fuf- 
fering him to fall by the Perfian darts, their 
indifcretion afcribed the heroic deed to the ob- 
fcure hand of fome mortal or immortal champion 
of the faith ''\ Such imprudent declarations 
were eagerly adopted by the malice, or credulity, 
of their adverfaries '" ; who darkly insinuated. 




'3^ Compare the fophid and the faint (Ltbanius» Monod. torn, ii 
p 151. and Orat. Parent, c. 145. p. 367. c. 156. p, 377. wkh 
Gregory Nazianzen, Orat. iv* p« 1x5— 13a.). The Chriftian ora- 
tor faintly mutters fome exhortations to modefty and forgiveneft: 
but he IS well fatisHed, that the real fufferings of Julian will far ex- 
ceed the fabulous torments of Ixion or Tantalus. 

'3> Tillemont (Hift.<les £inpercurs» toin. iif« p. 549*) has c«l- 
Jelled thefe vifions. Some faint or angel was ol^ferved to be abient 
in the night on a fecret expedition, &c. 

IS* Sozomen (1. vi. 2.) applauds the Greek dodrine of tyranm* 
die I but the whole paflfage^ which a jefuit might ha.Te tranflatcd, is 
. prudently fupprcfled by the prefident Coufin. 

in Immediately after the death of Julian* an uncertain rumour 
was fcattcred, telo cecidiflfe Romano. It was carriedj by fome de- 
fertersi to the Perfian camp $ and the Romans were reproached aa th< 
aiTaflins of the emperor by Sapor and his fubje^s ( Ammian* xxv« 6. 
Libanlus de ulcifcenda Juliani nece« c. xiii. p. i^a* 1^3.). It was 
urged, as a decifive proof, that no Periian had appeared to claim 
the^yromifed reward (Libai|« Orat. Parent, c. 141. p. 363.). Bat 
the flying horfeman, who darted the fatal jarelin, might be ignonHit 
of Its effect J or he might be (lain ia the f»me aflion. Ammi»«iit 
^, neither feels nor infpires a fufjiicioii* 

or 
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or confidently aflerted, that the jgovertors of the ^ h a p. 
church had infttgated and directed the fanaticifm ^^^y-w 
of a domeftic aiTaflin *^. Above fixteen years 
after the death of Julian, the charge was folemnly 
and Tehemently urged, . in a public oration, ad« 
drefled by Libanius to , the emperor Theodofius* 
His fufpidons are unfupported by fa£t or argu- 
ment \ and we can only efteem the generous zeal 
of the fophift of Antioch, for the cold and ne- 
gleded aihes of his friend '"• 

It was an ancient cudom in the funerals, as and funeral 
well as hi the triumphs, of the Romans, that the <*^J"^»»'>* 
voice of praife (hould be corre<^ed by that of 
fatire and ridicule \ and that, in the midft of the 
^lendid pageants, which difplayed the glory of 
^ the living or of the dead, their imperfections 
ihould not be concealed from the eyes of the 
world ''^ This cuftom was praCiifed in the fu** 
neral of Julian. The con^dians, who refented 
his contempt and averfion for the theatre, ex^ 
bibited, with the applaufe of a Chridian audi- 
ence, die lively and exs^gierated reprefentation 

"J* Oj TK tvTcX9)y wXtjptov tw cr^wy atrwv apxi^vr*. This dark and 
ambigitout expreifion may point to Athanaiiti*, tlie <irft» withovt a 
rivalj of the Cbriftian clergy (Libanius de ulcif. JaL necc, c. %, 
p« i49« La Bieterte, Hift. de Jovieii, tom. u p* I79-}- 

al5 The Orator (Pabricius» Bibliot. Oraec. torn. vii. p. i4-5**i79«') 
firatttra furpicioBi, demands an inquiryy and iaAnuates, that proolift 
■ligiit ftiil be obtained. He afcribea the fttccefa of tht Huns to the 
criminal ocgleft of revenging Julianas death. 

^^ At the funeral of Vefpafians tlie comedian who perfonaied that 
frugal empexx>r« anxioufly inquired* hew much it co(t ?*^Fourrcore 
tboofimd pounds (cemies)»— Give me the tenth part of the fum, and 
threw my body into the Tyber. Sueton* in Vefpafian. c. 19* with 
the o«tft of CaTaubon and Groootrius. 

of 
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c H A ^» c^ the fmhs and follies of the deceafed etnpeton 
Ht8 various charafter and lingular mamiers 
afforded an amj^e fcope for pleafantry and ridU 
cuIe*'^ In the exercife of bis uncommon ta«> 
lents, he often defcended below the majcfty erf 
his rank. Alexander was transformed into ]>io« 
genes ; the philofopher was degraded into a prieft« 
The purity of his virtue was fullied by exceffive 
vanity ; his fuperftition difttirbed the peace, and 
endangered the fafety, of a mighty emph^e ; and 
his irregular fallies were the lefs entitled to in^^ 
dulgence, as they appeared to be the laborious 
efforts of art, or even of afieftation* The r^ 
mains of Julian were interred at Tarfijs in Cilicia t 
but his {lately tomb which arofe in that city, on 
the banks of the cold and lympid Cydnus *•% was 
diipleafmg to the faithful friends, who loved and 
tcvered the memory of that extraordinary man* 
The philofoph^ exprefled a very reafonable wifli^ 
that the difctple of Plato might have repofed 
amidft the groves of the academy *^ : while die 
fbldier exclaimed in bolder accents, that the aflie^ 
of Julian ihould have been mingled with thofe of 
Qm&Xf m the fi^d of Mars, and among the m^k 

't7 Grtgotf (Orati in. f* iifi» 1*0.) cMtipares tbit fiif pofed tg« 
lUMitiny Mid rklkwle teihei^tteial booouct of Conftintiiis^wbore bod/ 
mn cbaomed ow mouiit Ti«nw by a cboir of ang^. 

<!* (^ntut Coft'wis, K tit. e« 4* Tbe luxuriao«|r of hit dolerip* 
tions bas been often cenftMfvd^ Yet it was almoft iht doiy of titt 
biAoriaii to defciibc m:rifer» wbofe watnra bad Bfarly {iroved fatal to 

»I9 Ltbantus, OraU Fumt. c» 156. p. 377. Yet bt acluio«r« 
ledges witb gmilwde tbc libenilky of die two royal biotbera m dcoe. 
rating tba tomb of Julian (dc uJcif, Jut ntoe, c. y» R* -tS**}* 

dent 


OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE; ia^ 

cient monuments of Roman virtue '*^ Thehiftory ^J^,ap, 
of princes does not very frequently renew the ex- 
ample of a fimiiar competition. 

uo Cujat fuprema etcineres» fi qui tunc juR2 conrulerety non 
Cydnus videre deberet» quamvit gratiflimut amnis et liquidus t fed 
ad perpctiundani gloriam rede fa^orum prsterlarobera Tiberif, 
interfecans urbam Jbternaniy divorumque TCterum moBumenta pne* 
inngeng* Ammian* xxv« lo. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

fhe Government and Death of Jovian.^— EleSlion of 
Valentinianj who ajfociates his Brother Valens^ and 
makes the final Divifion oftheEaJiem andWeJiern 
Empires. '^'Revolt of Procopius. — Civil and EcclC'^ 
ftajiical Adminijiration. — Germany. --^Britain. — 
Africa. — The Eajl. — The Danube. -^Death of Fir- 
lentinian. — His two Sonsj Gratian and Valentin 
man 11. ^fucceed to the Wejlern Empife. 

CHAP. nr^E death of Julian had left the public af-* 
XXV. ^ fairs af the empire in a very doubtful and 
stateofthe dangerous fituation. The Roman army wa& faved 
a"d*'*6 ^^ ^^ inglorious, perhaps a neceflary treaty ' j and 
the firft moments of peace were confecrated by the 
pious Jovian to reftore the domeftic tranquillity of 
the church and ftate. The indifcretion of his pre-* 
deceflbr, mftead of reconciling, had artfully fo-* 
merited the religious war : and the balance which 
he affe6ted to preferve between the hoflile £i£lions, 
ferved only to perpetuate the conteft, by the vi- 
ciilitudes of hope and fear, by the rival claims of 
ancient poffeflion and aftual favour. The Chrif- 
tians had forgotten the fpirit of the Gofpel ; and 
the Pagans had imbibed the fpirit of the churchy 
In private families, the fentiments of nature were 

y The medals of Jovian adorn him with Ti6lorie8, laurel crowns, 
.and proftrate captives. Ducan^e, Famil. Bysantin. p. sx. Flattery 
it a fooliik fuicide 5 (he deitroyi herfelf with lier own hands. 

^ cktinguiihed . 
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cxtinguiflied by the blind fury of zeal and revenge : 
the majefty of the laws was violated or abufed ; 
the cities of the Eaft were flained with blood ; and 
the moil implacable enemies of the Romans were 
in the bofom of their country. Jovian was edu- 
cated in the profeffion of Chriftianity; and as he 
marched from Nifibis, to Antioch, the banner of 
the Crofs, the Lab arum of Conftantine, which 
was again difplayed at the head of the legions, 
announced to the people the faith of their new 
emperor. As foon as he afcended the throne, 
he tranfmitted a circular epiftle to all the gover« 
nors of provinces : in which he confefled the di- 
vine truth, and fecured the legal eftablifhment, of 
the Ghriilian religion. The infidious edids of 
Julian were abolifhed ; the ecclefiaftical immunities 
were reftored and enlarged ; and Jovian cohde- 
fcended to lament, that the diftrefs of the times 
obliged him to diminifh the meafure of charitable 
diftributions *. . The Chriftians were unanimous in 
the loud and fincere applaufe which they beftowed 
on the pious fucceflbr of Julian. But they were 
ftill ignorant what creed, or what fynod, he would 
chufe for the ftandard of orthodoxy ; . and the 
peace of the church immediately revived thofe 
eager difputes which had been fufpended during 

* JoTian reftored to the church tov a^x^ouot koctiaa* 5 a forcible and 
comprehenfive exprelTion (Philoftorgius, 1. Tiii* c. 5. with Gode- 
froy*8 DiiTertations, p. 3x9. Soaomen, I.tI. c. 3.)* The new law 
which coiutcmned the rape or rharriage of nuns (Lod. Theod. 1. ix. 
tit. XXV. leg. a.), is exaggerated by Sozomen ; who fuppofes* that 
an amorous glance» the adultery of the heart, was puniihed with 
dc^th by the evangelic legiflator. 

Qjt tho 
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c H A p« the feafon df pcrfecutioiL The epifcopal leaders oF 
the contending feds, convinced, from experience, 
how much their fate would depend on the earlieft 
impreflions that were made 01:1 the mind of an 
untutored foldier, haflened to the court of Edefla, 
or Antioch. The highways of the £aft were 
crowded with Homoouiian, and Arian,. and Semi- 
Arian, and Eunomian biihops, who ftruggled to 
outftrip each other in the holy race ; the apart- 
ments of the palace refounded with their cla- 
mours ; and the ears of the prince were aflaulted, 
and perhaps aftonifhed, by the lingular mixture 
of metaphyfical argument and paffionate inve&ive \ 
The moderation of Jovian, who recAmmended con- 
cord and charity, and referred the difputants to 
the fentence of a future council, was interpreted 
as a fymptom of indifTerence ; but his attach- 
ment to the Nicene creed was at length difcovered 
and declared, by the reverence which he exprefled 
for the ^ c<Ble/iial virtues of the great Athanafius* 
The intrepid veteran of the faith, at the age of fe- 
venty, had iffued from his retreat on the firft in- 
telligence of the tyrant's death. The acclamationr 
of the people feated him once more on the archi- 


3 Compare Socra^esy 1« iii. c. 15, and Philoftorgius, 1. viii. c. €, 
with Goclefroy*8 DifTertations, p. 3^0, 

4 The word emkftisl faintly expreffes the iinpions and extravagant 
flattery of the emperor to^the archbi(hop> t»w wpoj to» 0eo» rov o>Mf 
^lAMwrtui, (See the original epiftle in Athanafius, torn. ii. p. 33.). 
Gregory Naxianzen (Drat. xxi. p. 39*.) celebrates the friendihtp of 
Jovian and Athanafius. The primate's journey was advifed by the 
Egyptian monks (lilJeraont, Mem, Eeclcf, torn, viii. p. axi.). 

epifcopal 
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epifcopal throne j and he wifely accepted, or an- ^ J^ ^* 
ticipated, the invitation of Jovian. The vene- 
rable figure of Athanafius, his calm courage, and 
iniinuating eloquence, fuftained the reputation 
which he had already acquired in the courts of 
four fucceffive princes ^ As foon as he had 
gained the coniEidence, and fecured the faith, of 
the Chriftian emperor, he returned. in triumph 
to his diocefe, and continued, with mature coun- 
fels, and undiminifhed vigour, to dire£t, ten 
years longer*, the ecclefiaftical government of 
Alexandria, Egypt, and the Catholic church. Be- 
fore his departure from Antioch, he aflfured Jo- 
vian that his orthodox devotion would be re^ 
warded with a long and peaceful reign. Atha- 
nafius had reafon to hope, that he (hould be al- 
lowed either the merit of a fuccefsful predidion, 
or the excufe of a grateful, though ineffedual, 
prayer ^. 


5 Athanafiuii at the court of Antioch, ii agreeably repre(eiited 
by La Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, torn. i. p« ixi— 148.)! be tranf- 
lates the fingular and original confei^nces of the emperor, the pri- 
mate of Egypty and the Arian deputies. The Abbe is not fatisfied 
with the coarfe pleafantry of Jovian | but his partiality for Athana. 
fius aflumes, in bis eyes, the character of juftice. 

6 The true aera of his death is perplexed with fome difficulties 
(Tillemont, Mem. Ecclcf. torn. viii. p. 719— 7x3.)* But the date 
(A.D. 373, Maya.), which feems the moft- confiftent with htftory 
and reafon, is ratified by his authentic life (Maflei Oflervazioni Let. 
teraire, tom. iii. p, St.). 

7 See the obfervations of Valefius and Jortin (Remarks on Eccle- 
iiaftical Hiftory, yol. it. p. 38.)* o" the original letter of Atluinafiusi 
which is preferved by Theodoret (1. iv. c. 3.). I., fome MSS. this 
indifcreet promife is omitted 9 perhaps by the CatholicSi jealous of 
Ibe prophetic fame of their leader. 
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The flighteft force, when it is applied to affift 
and guide the natural defcent of its objeft, ope- 
rates with irrefiftible weight j and Jovian had the 
good fortune to embrace the religious opinions 
which were fupported by the fpirit of the times, 
and the zeal and numbers of the moft power- 
ful feft '. Under his reign, Chriftianity obtained 
an eafy and lafting vidlqry ; and as foon as the 
fmile of royal patronage was withdrawn, the ge- 
nius of paganifm, which had been fondly raifed 
and cheriflied by the arts of Julian, funk irreco- 
verably in the duft. In many cities, the temples 
were fliut or deferted : the philofophers, who 
had abufed their tranfient favour, thought it pru- 
dent to (have their beards, and difguife their pro- 
feflion ; and the Chriftians rejoiced, that they 
were now in a condition to forgive, or to revenge, 
the injuries which they had fuffered under the pre- 
ceding reign ^. The confternation of the Pagan 
world was difpelled by a wife and gracious edift 
of toleration ; in which Jovian explicitly de- 
clared, that although he fhould feverely punifli 
the facrilegious rites of magic, his fubjefts might 
exercife, with freedom and fafety, the ceremonies 
of the ancient worfliip. The memory of this 
law has been preferved by the orator Themiftius, 
who was deputed by the fenate of Conftantinople 

' Athanafius (apud Theodoret, L iv. c. 3.) magnifies the number 
ef the orthodox, who compofed the whole world, tcraps{ oXiytn rv9 
T» A^sttf (p^KATTwy. This aCTcrtjon was verified in the Ipace of thirty 
or forty yrars. 

9 Socrates, I iii* c. 34. Gregory Nazianxen (Orat. iv, p. I3X.)» 
and Libanius (Orat. Parcntalis, c. 148, f, 369.), cxprefs the Jiving 
iei)(iments of their refpe^live fafiiQns* 

to 
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to exprefs their loyal devotion for the new empe- ^ ^J^/* 
roTt Themiftius expatiates on the clemency of wi-w^w 
the Divine Nature, the facility of human error, . 
the rights of confcience, and the independence of 
the mind; and, with' fome eloquence, mculcates 
the principles of philofophical toleration ; whofe 
aid Superltition herfdf, in the hour of her diftrefs, 
is not afliamied to implore. He juftly obferves, 
that, ia the recent changes, both religions had 
been alternately difgraced by the feeming acqui* 
iition of worthlefs profelytes, of thofe votaries of 
the reigning purple, who could pafs, without a 
reafon, and without a blufh, from the church to 
the temple, and from the altars of Jupiter to the 
facred table of the Chriltians ^\ 

In the fpace of feven months, the Roman His pro- 
troops, who were now returned to Antioch, had ^^*^^^ 
performed a march of fifteen hundred miles ; in A. d. 363^ 
which they had endured all the hardfliips of war, ° '* 
of famine, and of climate* Notwithftanding 
their fervices, their fatigues, and the approach 
of winter, the timid and impatient Jovian al- 
lowed only, to the men and horfes, a refpite of 
(ix weeks. The emperor could not fuftain the 
indifcreet and malicious raillery of the people of 


10 ThemiftiuSy Orat. ▼• p« 63— 71. edit. Harduin, Pans, i6S4» 
The Abb^ de la Bleterie judiciouily remarks (Hift. de Jovien, torn. i. 
p. I99.}» ^hat Sozomen has forgot the general toleration $ and The. 
ijaiftius, the eftabliduiient of the Catholic religion. Each of tbrm 
turned away from the obje^ which he didiked j and wi(hed to fup- 
prefs the part of the edi5l the lealt honourable^ in his opinion, to thp 

coiperor Jovian* 

■■*■» 
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CHAP. Antloch ". He was impatient to poilefs the 
palace of Conftantinople ; and to prevent the 
ambition of fome competitor, who might oc« 
cupy the vacant allegiance of Europe. But he 
foon recdved the grateful intelligence, that his^ 
authority was acknowledged from the Thraciaa 
Bofphorus to the Atlantic ocean. By the firfl: 
letters which he difpatched from the camp of 
Mefopotamia, he had delegated the military 
command of Gaul and Illyricum to Malarich, a 
brave and faithful officer of the nation of the 
Franks; and to his father-in-law, count LucU« 
lian, who had formerly diftingilMhed his courage 
and condud in the defence of Nifibis. Mala-' 
rich had declined an office to which he thought 
himfelf unequal; and Lucillian was maflacred 
at Rbeims, in an accidental mutiny of the Bata<i> 
vian cohorts **• But the moderation of Jovinus, 
xnafter-general of the cavalry, who forgave the 
intention of his difgrace, foon appeafed the Xmx* 
mult, and confirmed the uncertain minds of the 
ibldiers. The oath of fidelity was adminiftered, 
and taken with loyal acclamations ; and the de« 
puties of the Weftern armies '^ faluted their new 
fovereign as he defcended from Mount Taurus 

mit^ »^i; nod tam^otfiiOM, xai rwj xa?L«^EV0K ^oc^jmo-o-qi^ (famofi lihelHf)* 
Johan. Antiochen* in Excerpt. Valefian. p. S45. The libels of An^ 
tioch may be admitted on very flight evidence. 

" Compare Ammianus (xxv. xo.}> ^^o omits the name of the 
Bataviansy with Zofimus (I, iii, p, 197.), who removes the fcene of 
H^iion from Rheims to Sirmium. 

'I Quos capita fcholarum ordo caftren^t appellate Ammian. 
^3Lv. 10* and Yakf. ad (ocumt 
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to the city of Tyana, in Cappadocia. From ^xxv'* 
Tyana he continued his hafty march to ^ncyra, '^^^■ ^ ■^■^ 
capital of the province of Galatia } where Joviaa 
aflumed, with hi$ infant fon, the name and en* 
figns of the confuUhip '\ Dadaftana'% an ob- a.d.i^ 
fcure town, almoft at an equal diftance between J*""*'^*'^ 
Ancyra and Nice, was marked for the fatal 
term of his journey and his life. After indulging 
himfelf with a plentiful, perhaps an intemperate, 
fupper, he retired to reft; and the next morn- 
ing the emperor Jovian was found dead in his 
bed. The caufe. of this fudden death was vari- Deatkef 
oufly underftood. By fome it was afcribed to the ^^^'^JJ* 
confequences of an indigeftion, occafioned either 
by the quantity of the wine, or the quality bf 
the mufhrooms, which he had fwallowed in the 
evening. According to others, he was fuffocated . 
in his ileep by the vapour of charcoal ; which 
fsxtra£ted from the walls of the apartment the 
unwholefome moifture of the frefh plaifter *% 
^ut the want of a regular inqqiry into the death 

'4> Cujus vagitus, |>ertinaciter relu^antis, ne in cuniU fella ve1ie« 
retur ex more, id quod mox accidit pi'oten<lebat. Auguftus and hif 
fuccefTors refpeflfplly folicited a difpenfation of age for the fons oc 
pephews whom they raifed to the confuKhip. But the curdle chair of 
the firft Brutus had never been diihonourcd by an infant. 

«S Tlie Itinerary of Antoninus fixes Dadaftana 115 Roman mtU^ 
from Nice 3 117 from Ancyra (Wefleling, Iiincrar. p. 142.)- Th^ 
pilgrim of Bourdeaux, by omitting fome ftages, reduces the whole 
^ace from 241 to 181 miles, W'^efTeiing, p. 574^ 

*6 See Ammianus (xxv. ipOy Eutropius (x. i8.)» who might 
iikewife be prefent ; Jerom (torn, i, p. 26. ad Heliodorum), Orofiuf 
(vii. 31. )> Sozon^en (1. vt. c, $,), Zoiimus (L iii. p. 197, 198.)^ 
and Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xiii. p. 28, 29*]- We cannot expe6l a 
Mrfe^ agreement^ and we fhall not <}i(cuf3 mtnuie di^a^nces* 
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CHAP, of a prince, whofe reign and perfon were foon 
forgotten, appears to have been the only circum- 
ilance which countenanced the malicious whifpers 
of poifon and domeftic guilt *^ The body of 
Jovian was fent to Conftantinople, to be interred 
with hts predecefibrs ; and the fad proceffion was 
met on the road by his wife Charito, the daugh- 
ter of count Lucillian ; who ftill wept the recent 
death of her father, and was haftenmg to dry her 
tears in the embraces of an Imperial hufband* 
Her difappointmenc and grief were embittered 
by the anxiety of maternal tendernefs. Six weeks^* 
before the death of Jovian, his infant fon had 
been placed in the curule chair, adorned with 
the title of Nobili/Jimus^ and the vain enfigns of 
the confulfliip. Unconfctous of bis fortune, the 
royal youth, who, from his grandfather, afTumed 
the name of Varronian, was reminded only by the 
jealoufy of the government, that he was the fon 
of an emperor. Sixteen years afterwards he was 
fiill alive, but he had already been deprived of 
an eye ; and his afflifted mother expeded, every 
hour, that the innocent vidim would be torn from 
her arms, to appeafe with his blood the fufpicion^ 
of the reigning prince 


IS 
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>7 Ammranu»i unmindful of his tifual candour ami good fenfc, 
compares the death of the harmleis Jovian to that of ihe recon4 
Africanusy who bad excited the fears and reCentment of the popular 
fadlioi). 

»* Chryfoftom, torn. i. p. 356. 344. edit. Montfaucon. TheChrif- 
tiai> orator atteinpts^o comfort a widow by the examples of illCiUrious 
nUfoi'tunes | and obierves, that of nine emperors (including the Cae- 
fai' Callus) who had reigned in his time, only two (Conftanrine and 
Conftantijis)^ died a natural death« Such vague confolations havi 
never wiped away a fingle tear. 

After 
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After the death of Jovian, the throne of the ^ " * '*• 
Roman world remained ten days " without a v,-— /-^-^ 
mailer. The minifters and generals fliU con- ^nh^^ 
tinued to meet in council : to exercife their re- throne, 
fpeftive fundions ; to maintain the public order; a6.* '^'* 
and peaceably to condufl: the army to the city of 
Nice in Bithynia, which wds chofen for the 
place of the €le6Hon*^ In a folemn aflembly 
of the civil and military powers of the empire, 
the diadem was again unanimoufly offered to the 
prsefeft Salluft. He enjoyed the glory of a fe- 
cond refufal : and when the virtues of the father 
were alleged in favour of his fon, the praefeft, 
with the firmnefs of a difinterefted patriot de- 
clared to the eleftors, that the feeble age of the 
one, and the unexperienced youth of the other, 
were equally incapable of the laborious duties of 
government. Several candidates were propofed : 
and, after weighing the objections of charafter 
or fituation, they were fucceflively rejected : but, 
as foon as the name of Valentinian was pro- 
nounced, the merit of that officer united -the 

'9 Ten days appeared fcarcely fufficient for the march and clc^^ion. 
But it maybe obierved ; i, Thzt the generals might command the 
expeditious ufe of the public pods for themfelves, their attendants, 
and meflcngers. %. That the troops, for the cafe of the cities, 
marched in n^Siny divifions; and that the head of the column might 
arrive at Nic^, when the rear halted at Ancyra. 

^o Ammianus, xxvi. i. Zofimus, 1. iii. p* 19?. Phiioftorjgius, 
1. viii. c. 8. and Godefroy, DiflTertat. p. 334.. Philoftorgius, who 
appears to have obtained fome curious and authentic inttlligence, 
afcribes the choice of Valentinian to the Praefeft Salhiit, the matter- 
general Arintheus, Degalaiphus count of the domeftics, ai>d the Pa« 
trician Datianus, whofe preiTing recummendations from Ancyra had 
^ weighty influence in the ek^ion« 

fuffragcs 
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CHAP. fuSrage$ of the whole aiTembly, and obtained the 
^...--v-w fincere approbation of Salluft himfelf. Valenti* 
Eieaion j^jj^^ »« ^^g the fon of count Gratian, a native of 

and cha- ^ ^ , « 

n^er of Cibalis, in Pannonia, who, from an obfcure con- 
niaiir*' dition, had raifed himfelf, by matchlefs ftrength 
and dexterity, to the military commands of Africa 
and Britain ; from which he retired, with an 
ample fortune and fufpicious integrity. The rank 
and ferviccs of Gratian contributed, however, to 
fmooth the firft fteps of the promotion of his 
fon ; and afforded him an early opportunity of 
difplaying thofe folid and ufeful qualifications^ 
which raifed his character above the ordinary 
level of his fellow- foldiers. The perfon of Va? 
lentinian was tall, graceful, and majedic. His 
manly countenance, deeply marked with the im-» 
preffion of fenfe and fpirit, infpired his friends 
with awe, and his enemies with fear : and, to 
fecond the efforts of his undaunted courage, the 
fon of Gratian had inherited the advantages of 
a flrong and healthy conflitution. By the habitg 
of chaftity and temperance, which reftrain the 
jtppetites and invigorate the faculties, Valen- 
tinian pr^ferved his own, and the public, eftcem. 
The avocations of a military life had diverted 
liis youth from the elegant purfuits of literature j 
he was ignorant of the Greek language^i and the 
^rts of rhetoric j but as the mind of the orator 
was never difconcerted by timid perplexity, he 
was able, as qfteii as the occalion prompted him, 

*■ Ammianus (xxx. 7. 9.), and the younger VARor, have fur- 
Ikiihed the portrait of Vaientinians which naturatll;^ precedes and 
i^u(tr4tes ^he hiftory of his reign. 

<3 t» 
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cito deliver his decided fentiments with bold and c h a p* 
ready elocution. The laws of martial difcipline 
were the only laws that he had ftudied ; and he 
was foon diftinguifhed by the laborious diligence^ 
and inflexible feverity, with which he difcharged 
and inforced the duties of the camp. In the 
dme of Julian he provoked the danger of dif- 
grace, by the contempt whichr he publicly ex« 
preffed for the reigning religion ** ; and it (hould 
feem, from his fubfequent conduft, that the in« 
difcreet and unfeafonable freedom of Valentinian 
was the efFeft of military fpirit, rather than of 
Chriftian zeal. He was pardoned, however, and 
ftill employed by a prince who efteemed his 
merit *' : and in the various events of the Perfian 
war, he improved the reputation which he had 
already acquired on the banks of the Rhine. 
The celerity and fuccefs with which he executed 
an important commiffion, recommended him to 
the favour of Jovian; and to the honourable 
command of the fecond fcbool^ or company, of 
Targetteers, of the domeftic guards. In the 
march from Antioch, he had reached his quarters 
at Ancyra, when he was unexpeftedly fummoned 
without guilt, and without intrigue, to affume, 

>*^ At Antioch, where he was obliged to attend the emperor to the 
templcy he ftruck a prieft» who bad prefumed to purify him with 
Jullral water (Sozomen, 1. vi. c. 6. Theodoret, 1. iii. c. 15.), 
Such public dtiiance might become Valentinian } but it could leave 
no room for the unworthy delation of the philofopher Maximusj 
which ifuppofes Tome more private offence (Zofimus^ 1. iv»' p. 200^ 

201.)* 

*l SocrateSy t. iv. A previous exile to Melitene, or Thebais (the 
iirft might be poflible), is interpofed by Sozomen (I. vi. c. 6.) and 
Philoftorgius (1. ?m« c< 7. with Godefroy^s DifTertations, p* 293 •}• 

in 
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CHAP, in the foriy-third year of his age, the abfoluid 
K^^,^-^ government of the Roman empire. 
Heisac- xhe invitation of the minifters and generals 
ed by rhc at Nice was of httle moment, unlels it were con- 
a"d' 6 fi^"^^^ ^y ^^^ yoke of the army. The aged 
Feb. 26. ' Salluft, who had long obferved the irregular 
fl urinations of popular afTemblies, propofed, ua«- 
der pain of death, that none of thofe perfons, 
whofe rank in the fer vice might excite a party in 
their favour, fliould appear in public, on the day 
of the inauguration. Yet fuch was the preva- 
lence of ancient fuperftition, that a whole day 
was voluntarily added to this dangerous inter- 
val, becaufe it happened to be the intercalation 
of the Biflextile **. At length, when the hour 
was fuppofed to be propitious, Valentinian fhew- 
ed himfelf from a lofty tribunal s the judicious 
choice was applauded } and the new prince was 
folemnly invefted with the diadem and the pur- 
ple, amidft the acclamations of the troops, who 
were difpofed in martial order round the tribunal. 
But when he flretched forth his hand to addrefs 
the armed multitude, a bufy whifper was acci- 
dentally ftarted in the ranks, and infenfibly fweli- 
ed into a loud and imperious clamour, that he 
Ihould name, without delay, a colleague in the 

*4- Ammianus, in a long, becaufe unfeafonalDle, digreflion (xxvi. 
1. and Valefius ad locum), rafhiy fuppofes that he underftands an 
aftronomical queftion, of which his readers are ignorant. It is 
treated with more judgment and propriety by Cenforinus (de Dit 
Natali, c, 20.), and Macrobius (Saturnal. 1, i. cap. 11—16.}. 
The appellation of BiJexiUe, which marks the inaufpicious year 
(Auguftin. ad Januarium, Epift. 119.) is derived from the i-i5^«m/(w 
of the j^xtb day of the calends of March, 

empire* 
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empire. The intrepid calmnefs of Valentinian c ^ a i\ 
obtained fileiiee, arid commanded refpeft : and 
he thus addreffed the affembly : " A fetv mi- 
** riutes (ince it was in your power, fellow-fol-* 
^' diers, to have left me in the obfcurity of a 
private ftation. Judging, from the teftimony 
of my paft life, that I deferved to feign, yoii 
have placed ine on the throne. It rs now my 
duty to confult the fafety and intereft of the 
" republic. The weight of the univerfe is un- 
•* doubtedly too great for the hands of a feeble 
** mortal. I am confcious of the limits of my 
•* abilities, and the uncertainty of my life : and 
^* far from declining, I am anxious to folicit, 
** the affiftance of a worthy colleague. But, 
•* where difcord may be fatal, the choice of a 
** faithful friend requires mature and ferious 
^* deliberation. That deliberation (hall be my 
*' care. Let your conduct be dutiful and con- 
^* fiftent. Retire to your quarters ; refrefli your 
•* minds and bodies; and expeft the accuftom- 
" ed donative on the acceflion of a new empe- 
*' ror **.*' The aftonilhed troops, with a mix- 
ture of pride, of fatisfaftion, and' of terror, con- 
feffcd the voice of their mafter. Their angry 
clamours fubfided into filent reverence ; and Va- 
lentinian, encompaffed with the eagles of the 
legions, and the various banners of the cavalry 
and infantry, was conduced, in warlike pomp, 
to the palace of Nice. As he was fenfible, how- 
ever, of the importance of preventing fome rafli 

»5 Valentinian*« fJrft Tpeech is full in Ammianus (xxvi. ».) J 
concife and fententlous in Fhilo(\oigius (K vlii. c. S.). 

§ declara* 
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CHAP, jeciaration of the foldiers, he confulted the af« 
s^^^'m^f fembly o£ the chiefs : and their real fentiinent& 
were concifely exprefled by the generous freedom 
of Dagalaiphus. " Moft excellent prince," faid 
that officer, " if you confider only your family^ 
•* you have a brother j if you love the republic, 
•* look round for the moft deferving of the Ro* 
** nian8*V' The emperor, who fuppreffed his 
difpleafure, without altering his intention, llowly 
proceeded from Nice to Nicomedia and Con* 
Md aflo- ftantinople. In one of the fuburbs of that capi* 

bir^h*er'* ^^ *% ^^^^^7 ^^J^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ clevation, he be* 
Vaicns, ftowed the title of Auguftus on his brother Va» 
Much as! lens J and as the boldeft patriots were convinced, 
that their oppofition, without being ferviceablc 
to their country, would be fatal to themfelves, 
the declaration of his abfolute will was received 
with filent fubmiffion. Valens was now in the 
thirty-fixth year of his age ; but his abilities had 
never been exercifed in any employment, mili« 
tary or civil } and his chara6ler had not infpired 
the world with any fanguine expedations. He 
pofiefled, however, one quality, which recom« 
znended him to Valentinian, and preferved the 
domeftic peace of the empire; a devout and 
grateful attachment to his benefaflor, whofe fu« 
periority of genius, as well as of authority^ 

^^ Si tuosy amas^ Imperator optime> habei fratrem ; fi Rempub- 
HcafDy quaere quern veftias. Ammiam. xxvi. 4. In the divifion of 
the efiipire» Valentinian retained that £ncere counfeJlor for himielf 
(c. 6.)* 

^7 In fuburbano, Ammian. xxvi. 4. The famous Hehdomen, or 
field of MarS} was diftant from Conltantinople either feven ftadia* 
or feven miles. See ValeHus and his brother^ ad loc. and Ducange^ 
Conft, 1. ii. p. 140^ 14.1. lytf if $» 

Valens 
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Valens humbly and cheerfully acknowledged in ^ " ^ p. 
every aftion of his life **. ^.^^^-^ 

Before Valentinian divided the provinces, he The final 
reformed the adminiftration of the empire. All <*'vifionof 
ranks of fubjeds, who had been injured or op- andweftern 
preffed under the reign of Julian, were invited XoTtfiA* 
to fupport their public accufations. The lilence }««»«• 
of mankind attefted the fpotlefs integrity of the 
praefeft Salluft *** ; and his own preffing folicita* 
tions, that he might be permitted to retire from 
the bufinefs of the ftate, were rejefted by Valen- 
tinian with the mod honourable expreiHons of 
friendihip and efteem. But among the favourites 
of the late emperor, there were many who had 
abiifed his credulity or fuperftition ; and who 
could no longer hope to be protefted either 
by favour or juftice '**. The greater part of the 
minifters of the palace, and the governors of the 
provinces, were removed from their refpeftive 
ftations ; yet the eminent merit of fome officers 
was diftinguifhed from the x>bnozious crowd; 
and, notwithftanding the oppoiite clamours of 
zeal and refentment, the whole proceedings of 
this delicate inquiry appear to have been con- 

*S Participem quidem legitimum poteftatis j fed in modum appa« 
jritoris morigerum, ut progrediens aperiet textus. Aoimian. xxvi. 4. 

^ Notwithftaoding fke evidence ot Zonaras, Suidas, and the Paf- 
chal Chronicle, 04. de Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. 
p. 671.) wi/bes to diibelieve thtCe (lories fi avantageufes a un payen* 

so Eunapius celebrates and exaggerates the fufierings of Maximus 
(p« Zt, 83.) j yet he allows, that this fophift or magician, the guilty 
favourite of Julian, and the perfonal enemy of VaUntinian, was di& 
mifled on the payment of a fmall fine. 

Vol. IV. R duaed 
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CHAP, duded with a reafonable fhare of wifdom and 
moderation ". The feftivity of a new reign 
received a fliort and fufpicious interruption from 
the fudden illnefs of the two princes :> but as foon 
as their health was reftored, they left Conftan- 
tinople in the beginning of the fpring. In the 
caftle or palace of Mediana, only three miles 
from Naiffus, they executed the folemn and final 
divifion of the Roman' empire '*. Valentiniaa 
bellowed on his brother the rich praefefture of 
the Ea/ij from the Lower Danube to the con- 
fines of Perfia ; whilft he referved for his imme- 
diate government the warlike praefeftures of 
Illyricum^ Italy j and Gaulj from the extremity of 
Greece to the Caledonian rampart ; and from the 
rampart of Caledonia to the foot of Mount 
Atlas. The provincial adminiftration remained 
on its former bafis ; but a double fupply of gene- 
rals and magidrates was required for two coun- 
cils, and two courts : the divifion was made with 
a juft regard to their peculiar merit and fituation, 
and feven mafter generals were foon created, 
either of the cavalry or infantry. When this 
Important buiinefs had been amicably tranfa&ed^ 
Valentinian and Valens embraced for the lait 
time. The emperor of the Weft eftabliflied his 
temporary refidence at Milan ; and the emperor 
of the Eaft returned to Conftantinople, to aflume 

5' The loofe aflfertions of a general difgrace (Zofimus, l» iv, 
p. 20I.) are defefled and refuted by Tillemont (torn. v. p. xit). 
3^ Ainmianus, xxvi. 5* 

Ae 
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the dominion of fifty provinces^ of \rhofe language ^ ^^ *"• 
he was totally Ignorant ". ^-^-v-w 

The tranquillity of the Eaft was foon difturbed ReyoUof 
by rebellion ; and the throne of Valens was ^^^^l** 
threatened by the daring attempts of a rival, Sept. ts. * 
whofe aiEnity to the emperor Julian** was his 
fole merit, and had been his only crime. Pro* 
copius had been haftily promoted from the ob- 
fcure ftation of a tribune, and a notary, to the 
joint command of the army of Mefopotamia ; the 
public opinion already named him as the fucceflfot 
of a prince who was deftitute of natural heirs } 
and a vain rumour was propagated by his friends, 
or his enemies, that Julian, before the altar of 
the Moon, at Carrhas, had privately invefted 
Procopius with the Imperial purple *^ He en- 
deavoured, by his dutiful and fubmiiTive behaviour^ 
to difarm the jealoufy of Jovian ; refigned, with- 
out a conteft, his military command ; and re- 
tired, with his wife and family, to cultivate the 
ample patrimony which he pofleffed in the pro- 
vince of Cappadocia* Thefe ufeful and innocent 

tl Ammianus fays, in general terms, fubagreftis ingenii» nee beU 
licis nee liberalibus (ludii^ crudlius. Ammian. xxxi. 14. The 
orator Themiftius, with the genuine impertinence of a Greek, wiflied 
for the ftift time to fpeak the Latin language^ the dialeft of his fove- 
rcign,^T»i» SlwtXwToy xjaT«r»y. Orat. vi. p. 71. 

34 The uncertain degree of alliance, or confanguinhy, is expre/Tcd 
by the words ctn^iO^y cognatus, confobrinus (fee ValeCus ad Am- 
mian. xxiii. 3.). The mother of Procopius might be a fifter of 
Bafilina, and Count Julian^ the mother Snd uncle of th^ apoitate. 
Dticange. Fam. By^antin. p. 49. 

is Ammian. xxiii. 3. xxvi. 6. He mcntiQns the report with 
much hefitation: fuAirravit obfcurior fama } nemo enim di5li auftor 
exllitit yerus. It fervcs, however, to remark, that Procopius was a 
pagan. Vet his religion does not appear to have promoted, or ob- 
firufted, bis pretenfions. 

R 2 OCCU- 
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occupations were interrupted by the appearance 
of an officer, with a band of foldiers, who, in the 
name of his new fovereigns, Valentinian and Va- 
lens, was difpatched to conduft the unfortunate 
Procopius either to a perpetual prifon, or an 
ignoiDifiious death. His prefence of mind pro- 
cured him a longer refpite, and a more fplendid 
fate. Without prefuming to difpute the royal 
mandate, he requefted the indulgence of a few 
moments to embrace his weeping family ; and, 
while the vigilance of his guards was relaxed by 
a plentiful entertainment, he dexteroufly efcaped 
to the fea-coaft of the Euxine, from whence he 
paffed over to the country of Bofphorus. In that 
fequeftered region he remained many months, 
expofed to the hard (hips of exile, of folitude, 
and of want; his melancholy temper brooding 
over his misfortunes, and his mind agitated by 
the juft apprehenfion, that if any accident fhould 
difcover his name, the faithlefs Barbarians would 
violate, without much fcruple, the laws of ho- 
fpitality. In a. moment of impatience and defpair, 
Procopius embarked in a merchant veffel, which 
made fail for Conftantinople ; and boldly afpired 
to the rank of a fovereign, becaufe he was not 
allowed to enjoy the fecurity of a fubjeft. At 
firft he lurked in the villages of Bythinia, con- 
tinually changing his habitation, and his dif- 
guife '^ By degrees he ventured into the capital, 

J6 One of his retreats was a country-houfe of £unomiuS| the he- 
retic. The niafter was abfent, innocent, ignorant $ yet he nar- 
rowly efcaped a fentence of death, and was bani(hed| into the re- 
mote |>arts of Mauritania (Philoftorg. 1. ix. c. 5. 8. and GodefroyV 
Diflcrt. p. S^9— S?*')' 

trufted 
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trufted his life and fortune to the fidelity of c h a p. 

XXV. 

two friends, a fenator and an eunuch, and con- 
ceived forae hopes of fuccefs, from the intel- 
ligence which he obtained of the aftual ftate of 
public aflfairs. The body of the people was in- 
feded with a fpirit of difcontent : they regretted 
the juftice and the abilities of Salluft, who had 
been imprudently difmiffed from the prsefefture 
of the Eaft. They defpifed the charafter of 
Valens, which was rude without vigour, ' and-»« 
feeble without mildnefs. They dreaded the in- 
fluence of his fether-in-law, the Patrician Pe- 
tronius, a cruel and rapacious minider, who ri- 
goroufly exa£ted ail the arrears of tribute that 
might remain unpaid fince the reign of the em^ 
peror Aurelian. The circumftances were pro- 
pitious to the defigns of an ufurper. The hoftile 
meafures of the Perfians required the prefence of 
Valens in Syria : from the Danube to the Eu- 
phrates the troops were in motion ; and the 
capital was occafionally filled with the foldiers 
who pafled, or repafled, the Thracian Bofphorus. 
Two cohorts of Gauls were perfuaded to liften 
to the fecret propofals of the confpirators ; which 
were recommended by the promife of a liberal 
donative ; and, as they ftill revered the memory 
of Julian, they eafily confented to fupport the 
hereditary claim of his profcribed kinfman. At 
the dawn of day they were drawn up near the 
baths of Anaftafia ; and Procopius, clothed in a 
purple garment, more fuitable to a player than 
to a monarch, appeared, as if he rofe from the 

R 3 • dead^ 


?4« THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 
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dead, in the midft of Conftantinople. The foU 
(diers, who were prepared for his reception, 
faluted their trembling prince with fhouts of joy, 
and vows of fidelity. Their numbers were fooa 
increafed by a ffurdy band of peafants, coUeftecJ. 
from the adjacent country,; and Procopius, 
fliielded by the arms of his adherents, was fuc* 
ceffively conduced to the tribunal, the fenate, 
and the palace* During the firft moments of hi$ 
tumultuous reign, he was aftoniflied aujd terrified 
by the gloomy filence of the people ; who were 
^either ignorant pf the caufe, or apprebenfive of 
the event. But his military ftrength was fuperior 
to any adual refiftarice : the malecontents flocked 
to the ftandard of rebellion j the poor were ex^ 
cited by the hopes, and the rich were intimidated 
by the fear, of a general pillage; and the obi. 
ftinate credulity of the multitude was oncie more 
deceived by the promifed advantages of a revo- 
lution. The magiftrates were feized ; the prifons 
and arfenaU broke open; the gates, and th^ 
entrance of the harbour, were diligently occupied ; 
and, in a ffsw hours, Procopius became the ab- 
folute, though precarious, mafter of the Imperial 
city. The ufurper improved this unexpeded 
fuccefs with fome degree of courage and dexterity^ 
He artfully propagated the rumours and opinions 
die mpft fevourable to his intereft ; while he 
deluded the populace by giving audience to the 
frequent, but imaginary, ambaffaciors of diftant 
nations. The large bodies of troops ftationcd 14 
the cities of Thrace, and the fortreffes of the 
Lower Danube,* were grajiually involved in the 

guill 
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guilt of rebellion : and the Grothic princes con- ^ " ^ p. 
fented to fupply the fovereign of Cohftantinople 
with the formidable ftrength of feveral thoufand 
auxiliaries. His generals pafTed the Bofphorus^ 
and fubdued, without an effort, the unarmed, 
but wealthy, provinces of Bithynia and Afia. 
After an honourable defence, the city and ifland 
of Cyzicus yielded to his power; the renowned 
legions of the Jovians and Herculians embraced 
the caufe of the ufurper, whom they were ordered 
to crufh; and, as the veterans were continually 
augmented with new levies, he foon appeared at 
the head of an army, whofe valour, as well as 
numbers, were not unequal to. thd greatnefs of 
the conteft. The fon of Hormifdas ", a youth 
of fpirit and ability, condefcended to draw his 
fword againft the lawful emperor of the Eafl: ; and 
the Perfian prince was immediately invefted with 
the ancient and extraorditiary powers of a Roman 
Proconful. The alliance of Fauftina, the widow 
of the emperor Conftantius, who entrufted her* 
felf and her daughter to the hands of the 
ufurper, added dignity and reputation to his 
caufe. The princefs Conftantia, who was then 
about five years of age, accompanied in a litter 

37 HormiAlse maturo juveni Hormifdae regtlis illitis filio^ potcf* 
tatem Proconfulis detulit ; et civilia, more veterum^ et bella, rec« 
turo. Ammian. xxvi. 8. The Perfian prince efcaped with honour 
and fatety, and was afterwards (A.D. ^%o ) rellored to the fame 
extraordinary ofHce of proconful of Bithynia (Tillemont^ Hift* det 
Empereurs, torn. v. p. 204.)* I 3m ignorant whether the race of 
SaiTan was prop.igated. I find (A.D. s<4*) ^ pope Hormiidas } 
but he w«s a native of Frufino> in Italy (Pagi, Brev. Pontific. torn* i* 
p. i47.)« 

R 4 the 
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CHAP, the march of the army. She was (hewn to the 

XXV. 

i.,^,p.,w multitude in the arms of her adopted father j 
and as often as ih'e paiTed through the ranks, the 
tendernefs of the foldiers was inflamed into mar- 
tial fury '' : they recolleded the glories of the 
houfe of Conftantine, and they declared, with 
loyal acclamation, that they would fhed the laft 
drop of their blood in the defence of the royal 
infant '\ 
Hit defeat In the mean while, Valentinian was alarmed 
A.D.^366. and perplexed, by the doubtful intelligence of 
May »s. xhe revolt of the Eaft. The difficulties of a 
German war forced him to confine his imme- 
diate care to the fafety of his own dominions ; 
and, as every channel of communication was 
ftopt or corrupted, he liftened, with doubtful 
anxiety, to the rumours which were induftrioufly 
fpread, that the defeat and death of Valens had 
left Procopius fole matter of the eaftern pro- 
vinces. Valens was not dead : but, on the news 
of the rebellion, which he recTeived at Caefarea, 
he bafely defpaired of his life and fortune ; pro- 
pofed to negociate with the ufurper, and difco* 
, >:vered his fecret inclination to abdicate the Im-» 
perial purple. The timid monarch was faved 
from difgrace and ruin by the firmuefs of his 
miniflers, and their abilities foon <}ecided in his 

*• The infant rebsl was afterwards the wife of the emperor Gra- 
tian $ but flie died young and childlefs. See Ducange, Fam. By- 
xantin. p. 48. 59. 

S9 Sequimini culminis funnmi profapiam, was the language of 
Procopius $ who aiFt£)ed to def'pife the obfcure birth, and fortuitous 
eleAioOy of the upfiait Pannonian. AromiaD. xxvi. y* 

4 favour 
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favour the event of the civil war. In a feafon of chap. 

XXV. 

tranquillity, Salluft had reiigned without a mur- 
mur; but as foon as the public fafety was at- 
tacked, he ambitioufly folicited the pre-eminence 
of toil and danger; and the reftoration of that 
virtuous minifter to the praefedure of the Eaft, 
was the firft flep which indicated the repentance 
of Valens, and fatisfied the minds of the people. 
The reign of Procppius was apparently fupport- 
ed by powerful armies, and obedient provinces* 
But many of the principal officers, military as 
well as civil, had been urged, either by motives 
of duty or intereft, to withdraw themfelves from 
the guilty fcene ; or to watch the moment of 
betraying, and deferting, the caufe of the ufurper. 
Lupicinus advanced, by hafty marches, to bring 
the legions of Syria to the aid of Valens. Arin* 
theus, who, in ftrength, beauty, and valour, ex- 
celled all the heroes of the age, attacked with a 
fmall troop a fuperior body of the rebels. When 
he beheld the faces of the foldiers who had ferved 
under his banner, he commanded them, with a 
loud voice, to feize and deliver up their pre- 
tended leader; and fuch was the afcendant of. 
his genius, that this extraordinary order was in- 
ftantly obeyed *°. Arbetio, a refpeftable veteran 

40 Et dedignatus hominem fuperare certamine defpicabileniy 
9u£loritati8 et celfi fiduoa corporis, ipiis hoftibus juflit, Aium vin- 
cire re^Vorem: atque ita turmarum antefignanus umbratilis com* 
prenfus fuorum manibus. The ftrengt)i ai^d beauty of Arintheos, 
the new Hercules, are celebrated by St. Hafil ; who fuppoies that 
God had created him as an inimitable mode] of the human fpecies* 
The painters and fculptors could not exprefs his figure: the hifto« 
rians appeared fabulous when they related his exploits (Ammian* 
Xxvi. and Valef* ad loc.}* 

of 
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of the great Conftantine, who had been diftin« 
guifhed by the honours of the confulfliip, was 
perfuaded to leave his retirement, and once more 
to conduA an army into the field. In the heat 
of adion, calmly taJcing off his helmet, he (hewed 
his grey hairs, and venerable countenance; fa- 
inted the foldiers of Procopius by the endearing 
names of children and companions, and exhorted 
them, no longer to fupport the defperate caufe of 
a contemptible tyrant; but to follow their old 
commander, who had fo often led them to honour 
and viftory. In the two engagements of Thya- 
tira^' and Nacofia, the unfortunate Procopius 
was deferted by his troops, who were feduced by 
the inftrudions and example of their perfidious 
ofEcers« After wandering fome time among the 
woods and mountains of Phrygia, he was betray- 
ed by his defponding followers, conduced to the 
Imperial camp, and immediately beheaded. He 
fuffered the ordinary fate of an unfuccefsfiil 
ufurper ; but the afts of cruelty which were ex- 
ercifed by the conqueror, under the forms of 
legal juflice, excited the pity and indignation of 
mankind ^. 


4v The (sant field of battle is placed by Ammianus in Lycta, and 
by Zofimut at Thyatira j which are at the diftance of 150 miles from 
each other. But Thyatira alluitur Lyco (Plin. Hift. Natur. v« 31* 
CellariuB, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii. p. 79.} ; and the tranfcribers 
might eafily convert an obfcure river into a well-known province. 

4a The adventures, ufurparion, and fall of Procopius, are related^ 
in a regular feries, by Ammianus (xxvi. 6, 7, S, 9, 10.) and Zofi* 
tnus (I. iv. p. 103— 210. )• They often illuftrate, and feldom con* 
tradiCly each other. Themiftius (Orat. vii. p. 91, 91.) adds fome 
^afe panegyric I and Eunapius (p* 83, S4.} fome malicious fatice. 

^ Such 
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Such indeed are the common and natural ^ IL* p. 
fruits of defpotifm and rebellion. But the in- ^^.^x^w 
quifition into the crime of magic, which, under ^^fiS^" 
the reign of the two brothers, was fo rigoroufly into iw 
profecuted both at Rome and Antioch, was in- ^^tt 
terpreted as the fatal fymptom, either of the dif- ?"^!dL* 
pleafure of heaven, or of the depravity of man- a.d. %j%^ 
kind *\ Let us not hefitate to indulge a liberal ^* 
pride, thatj in the ptefent age, the enlightened 
part of Europe has abolifhed ^^ a cruel and odious 
prejudice, which reigned in every climate of the 
globe, and adhered to every fyftem of religioot 
opinions ^\ The nations, and the feds, of the 
Roman world, admitted with equal credulity^ 
and fimilar abhorrence, the reality of that infernal 
art^% which was able to controul the eternal 
order of the planets, and the voluntary opera- 
tions of the human mind* They dreaded the 

43 Libanius de ulcifcend. Juli<in« nece, c* ix« p. 158, 159. The 
fophift tleplores the public frenzy, but he does not (after their 
deaths) impeach the juftice of the emperors. 

44 The French and £ngh(h lawyers, of the present age, allow 
the theory, ^n6 deny the fraffici, of witchcraft (Denifart, Recueil de 
Decifions de Jurifprudence, au mot Scrciers, lom. iv. p. 553. Black* 
ftunt*8 Commentaries, vol. iv. p. 60. )• As private reafon alwayi 
prevents* or outftrips, public wifdom^ the prefident Montefquiea 
(Efprit des Loix, 1. xii, c. 5, 6.) re)ei>s the txiftmet of magic, 

45 See Oeuvres de Bayle, torn. iii. p. 567—589. The fceptic of 
Rotterdam exhrbits, according to his coftowy a (Irange medley of 
loofe knowledge, and lively wit. 

46 The pagans diflingui^ied between good and bad magfc, the 
Theurgic and tjieGoetic (Hiii. de l*Academiei &c. torn. vii. p. 15.)* 
But they could not have defended this obfcure diftin^lion again ft the 
acute logic of Bayle. In the Jewifli and Chriftian fyftemt mil dso- 
mons are ioternal fpirits; and- aU commerce with them i> idolatry, 
|ipoftacy, iu» which di^Xius^^ death and damnation. 

niyfterious 
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CHAP, myfterious power of fpells and incantations, of 
potent herbs, and execrable rites ; which could 
extinguifli or recal life, inflame the pailions of 
the foul, blaft the works of creation, and extort 
from the reluftant daemons the fecrets of futurity. 
They believed, with the wildeft inconfiftency, 
that thi$ praeternatural dominion of the air, of 
earth, and of hell, was exercifed, from the vileft 
motives of malice or gain, by fome ^wrinkled 
hags, and itinerant forcerers, who pafled their 
obfcure lives in penury and contempt *^ The 
arts of magic were equally condemned by the 
public opinion, and by the laws of Rome ; but 
as they tended to gratify the mod imperious paf- 
fions of the heart of man, they were continually 
profcribed, and continually praftifed*-. An 
imaginary caufe is capable of producing the mod 
ferious and mifchievous effe^s. The dark pre« 
diSions of the death of an emperor, or the fuc- 
cefs of a confpiracy, were calculated only to fti- 
mulate the hopes of ambition, and to diffolve the 
ties of fidelity; and the intentional guilt of ma- 
gic was aggravated by the adual crimes of trea- 

47 The Can id ia of Horace (Carm* I. v. od. 5. with Dacier*s and 
Sanadon*8 illuftrations) is a vulgar witch. The £ri6lho of Lucan 
(Pharfal. vi. 430—830.) is tedious, difgufttng, but fometiines 
fublime. She chides the delay of the Furies ; and threatens, with 
tremendous obfcurity, to pronounce their real names \ to reveal the 
true infernal countenance of Hecate; to invoke the fecret powers 
that lie helwo bell, &c. 

48 Genus hominum potentibus infidum, fperantibus fallax, quod 
in civitate noftra et vetabitur Temper et retinebitur. Tacit. Hift. u 
ai. See Auguflin. de Civitate Dei, 1. viii. c. 19. and the Theodo* 
iian Code, 1. ix. tit. xvi. with Godefroy*s Commentary. 

fon 
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fon and facrilege *'. Such vain terrors difturbed ^ " ^ *"• 
the peace of fociety, and the happinefs of mdi- 
viduals ; and the harmlefs flame which inlenfibly 
melted a waxen image, might derive a powerful 
and pernicious energy from the affrighted &ncy. 
of the perfon whom it was malicioufly defigned to 
reprefent'°. From the infufion of thofe herbs, 
which were fuppofed to poffefs a fupernatural in- 
fluence, it was an eafy ftep to the ufe of more 
fubftantial poifon; and the folly of mankind 
fometimes became the inftrument, and the maik, 
of the mofl: atrocious crimes. As foon as the 
zeal of informers was encouraged by the nxinifters 
of Valens and Valentinian, they could not refufe 
to liften to another charge, too frequently min- 
gled in the fcenes of domeftic guilt ; a charge of 
a fofter and lefs malignant nature, for which the 
pious, though exceflive, rigour of Conftantine 
had recently decreed the punifiiment of death*'. 
This deadly and incoherent mixture of treafon 

49 The perfecution of Antioch was occ&fioned by a criminal con- 
fiiltatioii. The twenty-four letters of the alphabet were arranged 
round a magic tripod j and a dancing ring, which had been placed 
in the centre, pointed to the fuur firft letters in the name of the fu- 
ture emperor, B, £. O. A. Theodorus (perhaps with many others 
who owned, the fatal fyllables) was executed. Theodofius Aicceed. 
ed. Lardner (Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iv. p. 353— 37»«) ^^as copi- 
oufly and fairly examined this dark ti-anfa6lion of the reign of 
Valens. 

50 Limus ut hie durefcit, et hsec ut cera liquefcit 

Uno eodemque igni Virgil. Bucolic, viii. 80. 

D<:vovit abfeotes, fimulacraque cerea figit. 

Ovid, in Epifl. Hypfil. ad Jafon. 91. 
Such vain incantations could affe^ the mind^ and increaie the 
difeafe, of Germanicus. Tacit. Annal; ii. 69. 
. 5* See Heineccius Antiq^iitat. Juris Roman, tom. it. p. 353, ScCm 
Cod. Theodofian. L ix. tit. 7. with Godefroy*8 Commentary. 

and 



254 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. 221 j magic, of poifon and adultery, afForded in- 
finite gradations of guilt and innocence, of ex- 
cufe and aggravation, which in thefe proceed- 
ings appear to have been confounded by the 
angry or corrupt paflions of the judges. They 
cafily difcovered, that the degree of their induftry 
and difcernment was. eftimated, by the Imperial 
court, according to the number of executions 
that were furni(hed from their refpeftive tribu- 
nals. It was not without extreme reluftance that 
they pronounced a fentence of acquittal; but 
they eagerly admitted fuch evidence as was ftain- 
ed with perjury, or procured by torture, to prove 
the moft improbable charges againft the mod 
refpe&able characters. The progrefs of the en- 
quiry continually opened new fubjefts of crimi- 
nal profecution; the audacious informer, whofe 
falfehood was detefted, retired with impunity ; 
but the wretched viftim, who difcovered his real, 
or pretended, accompHc*es, was felJom permitted 
to receive the price of his infamy. From the 
extremity of Italy and Afia, the young, and the 
aged, were dragged in chains to the tribunals of 
Rome and Antioch. Senators, matrons, and phi- 
lofophers, expired in ignominious and cruel tor- 
tures. The foldiers, who were appointed to 
guard the prifons, declared, with a murmur of 
pity and indignation, that their numbers were 
infufficient to oppofe the flight, or refiftance, of 
the multitude of captives. The wealthieft fami- 
lies were ruined by fines and confifcations ; the 
moft innocent citizens trembled for their fafety; 

3 and 
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and we may form fome notion of the magnitude ^ " ^ p- 
of the evil, from the extravagant aflertion of an ^^^w^w 
ancient writer, that, in the obnoxious provinces, 
the prifoners, the exiles, and the fugitives, form* 
ed the greateft part of the inhabitants *\ 
' When Tacitus defcribes the deaths of the in- Thecm- 
nocent and illuftrious Romans, who were facri- i«n^i^ian** 
ficed to the cruelty of the firft Caefars, the art of •"^ ^•- 
the hiftorian, or the merit of the fufferers, excite a, d. 
in our breafts the moft lively fenfarions of ter- 3^*^5^s« 
ror, of admiration, and of pity. The coarfe and 
undiftinguiihing pencil of Ammianus has deli- 
neated his bloody figures with tedious and dif- 
gufting accuracy. But as our attention is no 
longer engaged by the contraft of freedom and 
fervitude, of recent greatnefs and of a&ual mifery, 
we (hould turn with horror from the frequent 
executions, which difgraced, both at Rome and 
Antioch, the reign of the two brothers *•. Valens 
was of a timid ^% and Valentinian of a choleric, 

diipo- 

5> The cruel perfecntion of Rome and Antioch is dcfcribed, and 
moft probably exaggerated^ by Ammianus (xxviii. i. xxix. I9 s.) 
and Zofifnus (I. iv. p. si6«-»zi8.). The philofopher Maximus, 
with fome jufticcy was involved in the charge of magic (Eunapius 
in Vit. Sophift. p. SS, 89.) \ and young Chiyfoftom, who had acci. 
dentally found one of the profcribed bouks, gave himfelf for loft 
(Tillemonty Hift. des Einpereurs^ tona. ▼. p. 34o0- 

53 ConfuU the fix laft books of Ammianus, and more particularly 
the portraits of the two royal brothers (xxx. S, 9. xxxi. i4.)- TtU 
lemont has colleded (torn. v. p. 12— iS» p« 117— 133*) from all 
antiquity their virtues and vices. 

54 The younger ViAor afTerts^ that he was valde timidus r yet he 
behaved, as almod every man would do, with decent refolution at 
the ik»(/of an army* The fame hiftorian attempts to prove, that hts 

anger 
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CHAP, difpofition ". An anxious regard to his perfonal 
fafety was the ruling principle of the adminiftra- 
tion of Valens. In the condition of a fubjeft, he 
had kiffed, with trembling awe, the hand of the 
oppreflbr : and when he ascended the throne, he 
. reafonably expeded, that the fame fears, which 
had fubdued his own mind, would fecure the pa- 
tient fubmiilion of his people* The favourites of 
Valens obtained, by the privilege of rapine and 
confifcation, the wealth which his oeconomy 
would have refufed*^ They urged, with per- 
fuafive eloquence, tbat, in all cafes of treafon, 
fufpicion is equivalent to proof; tbat the power, 
fuppofes the intention, of mifchief ; tbat the in- 
tention is not lefs criminal than the a£l; and 
tbat a fubjeft no longer deferves to live, if his 
life may threaten the fafety, or difturb the repofe, 
of his fovereign. The judgment of Valentinian 
was fometimes deceived, and his confidence 
abufed ; but he would have filenced the informers 
with a contemptuous fmile, had they prefumed 
to alarm his fortitude by the found of danger* 
They praifed his inflexible love of juftice ; and, 
in thepurfuit of juftice, the emperor was eafily 
tempted to confider clemency as a weaknefs, and 
paifion as a vir^tue. As long as he wreftled with 

anger was harmlefs. Ammianus obferves with more candour and 
judgment, incidentia crimina ad contemptam vel Ixfam priuctpis 
amplitudinem trabens, in ianguinem fieviebat. 

55 Cum eflet ad acerbitarem natura? calore propenfior • • • poe« 
nas per igncs augebat et gladios. Ammian. xxx. 8. See xxvii. j* 

56 I have transferred the reproach of avarice from Vaiens to hit 
fervants. Avarice more properly belongs to minifters than to kings; 
in whom tbat paflion is commonly extinguiflipd by abfolute pof- 
fipffioa. 

his 
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his equals, in the bold competition of an ac- ^ xxv^' 
live and ambitious life, Valentinian was feldom 
injured, and never infulted, with impunity: if 
his prudence was arraigned, his fpirit was ap- 
plauded; and the proudeft and moft powerful 
generals were apprehenfive of provoking the 
refentment of a fearlefs foldien After he be- 
came mafter of the world, he unfortunately for- 
got, that where no refinance can be made, no 
courage can be exerted ; and inftead of confult- 
ing the dictates of reafon and magnanimity, he in- 
dulged the furious emotions of his temper, at a 
time when they were difgraceful to himfelf, and 
fatal to the defencelefs objedts of his difpleafure. 
In the government of his houfehold, or of his 
empire, flight, or even imaginary, offences; a 
hafty word, a cafual omiilion, an involuntary 
delay, were chaftifed by a fentence of immediate 
death. The expreflions which' iffued the moft 
readily from the mouth of the emperor of the 
Weft were, " Strike off his head ;*' *^ burn him 
** alive ;'* " let him be beaten with clubs till he 
" expires " ;'* and his moft favoured minifters 
foon underftood, that, by a rafli attempt to 
difpute, or fufpend, the execution of his fan- 
guinary commands, they might involve them- 
felves in the guilt and punifliment of difobe- 
dience. The repeated gratification of this favage 

57 He fometimes exprefled a fentence of death with a tone of plea, 
(antry ; ** Abi, Comes* et muta ei caput, qui fibi mutari provinciam 
« <cupit.^* A boy» who bad flipped too haftily a Spartan hound ; an 
armourer, who had made a'poUfhed cuirafs that wanted fome grains, 
of the legitimate weight, &c. were th^ virions of his fury. 

Vol. IV. S jufticc 
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^ XXV ^' j^^^c^ tiardened the mind of Valentinian a^ind 
pity and remorfe ; and the fallies of paffioa were 
confirmed by the habits of cruelty ''• He coulcf 
behold with calm fatisfa£tion the convulfive 
agonies of torture and death: he referved his 
friendfiiip for thofe faithful fer^ants it4iofe tem- 
per was the mod congenial to his own. The 
merit of Maximin, who had fiatightered the no- 
Meft families of Rome, was rewarded vnth the 
toyal approbation, and the praefeSure of GauL 
It wo fierce and enormocts bears, diffinguifhed 
by the aptpellations of Innocence^ and Mi^ Aurea, 
could alone deferve to fhare the farour of Max« 
imin. The cages^ of thofe trufty guards wo'e 
nlways placed near the bed-chatnber of Valen* 
tinian, who frequently amofed his eyes with the 
grateful fpeftacle of feeing them tear and devour 
the bleeding limbs of the makfaftors who were 
^andoned to their rage. Their diet and exer- 
cifes were carefully infpe£ted by the Roman, 
emperor ; and when Innocence had earned her dit 
charge by a long courfe of meritoridus fervice, 
the faithful animal was again reftored to the free- 
dom of h^r native woods '^ 


s^ The irtnocents of Mjlan were an agent and Are* 9p)>antorSy 
^hom Valentinian condemned for fignifying a Ifgaf fummons. Am- 
mianiw (xxvii. 7.) ttrargely fuj»pofe», that all w!i© had been unjulMy 
executed were wor/bipped as martyrs by the Chriftian«. His im- 
partial filence does not allow us to believe^ that the great cham- 
berlain Rbodanui was burnt aliife for an a£l of opprefiion (Chron. 
Pafchaly p. 301.). * 

59 Ut bene meritam in fyWat juflit abire hnosiitm, Ammiaii. 
xxix, }• and Vaiefrus ad locum. 

^ But 
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6at in the calmer knomentd of refledbn^ when ^ "^ '• 
the mind of Valenft was not agitated by fear, or <— -,^^ 
that of Valentinian by rage, the tyrant refumed J^^^^^ 
the fentiments, or at lead the condud^ of the fa« teraaunn 
ther of his country. The difpaffionate judgment 
of the Weftern emperor could clearly perceive^ 
and accurately purfue, his own aiid the public 
intereft; and the fovereign of the Eaft, who 
imitated with equal docility the various examples 
which he received from his elder brother, was 
fometimes guided by the wifdom and virtue of 
the prsefed Salluft. Both princes invariabl/ 
retained, in the purple, the chafte and temper 
rate iimplicity which had adorned their private 
life ; and, under their reign, the pleafures of the 
court never cod the people a blufli or a figh. 
They gradually reformed many of the abufes of 
the limes of Conftantius ; judicioufly adopted and 
improved the. deflgns of Julian and bis fucceflbr j 
and difplayed a ftyle and fpirit of legiflation 
which might infpire pofterity with the mod fa<^ 
vourable opinion of their character and govern- 
ment. It is not from the mader of Innocence^ 
that we ihould expeft the tender regard for the 
welfare of his fubje£ls, which prompted Valen- 
tinian to condemn the expofition of new*bora 
infants^; and to edabllfh fourteen ikilful phy« 

60 See the Code of Juftiniani 1. viii. tit, lit. leg. ft. Unufquifque 
fobolem fuam nutriM. Quod fi ezponendam putaverit animadver- 
fioiM quse conftltuta eft fubjacebit. For the pre ient I ihali not inteiM» 
fere in the difpute between Noodt and Binkerflioek s how far, or how 
long, this unnatural pra£lice had been condemned or aboli&ed by law, 
pbilofopby, and the more ciTiUfed ftate of fociet j* 

S a fician^y 


2ffo THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 
XXV. 


ficians, with ftipends and privil^es, in the fotr-* 
teen quarters of Rome. The good fenfe of an 
illiterate foldier founded an ufeful and liberal in- 
ftitution for the education of youth, and the fup- 
pott of declining fcience *'. It was his intention, 
th^t the arts of rhetoric and grammar flioifW be 
taught in the Greek and Latin languages, in the 
metropolis of every province ; and as the fize 
and dignity of the fchool was ufually proportioned 
to the importance of the city, the academies 
of Rome and Condantinople claimed a juft and 
lingular pre-eminence. The fragments of the 
Hterary edifts of Valentinian imperfedly repre- 
fent the fchool of Conftantinople, which was 
gradually improved by fubfequent regulations* 
That fchool confifted of thh-ty-one profeffors in 
different branches of learning. One philofopher, 
and two lawyers; five fophifts, and ten gram- 
Aiarians for the Greek^ and three orators, and tea 
grammarians for the Latin, tongue ; befides* 
feven fcribes, or, as they were then ftyled, anti- 
quarians, whofe labori'ous pens fupplied the pub- 
lic library with fair and corred copies of the 
claflic writers. The rule of condu^:, which was 
prefcribed to the ftudems, is the more curious,' 
as It affords the firfl outlines of the form and 
difcipllne of a modt^rn univerfity. It was re- 
quired, that they fhould bring proper certificates 

<^« Thcfe falutary inftitutions arc explained in theTheodotian Code, 
K'xiii. t\t, v'u jy-e Prof rJir'Aus et Medidsj and L xiv, tit. ix. De SniJiis 
Uberalibus Urhis Rema. B^fides our iifoal guide (Godefroy), we may 
ttODfult Gianone (Iftoria dt Napoli, torn. i. p. io5*-iii.), who has 
treated the interefting rubje<5> with the zeal and curiofity of a uiao o£ 
letters^ \i'ho ftudies h.silomeitic hiftery. 

6 from 
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from the magiftrates of their native province.* ^ ^^^ ^* 
Their names, profeflions, and places of abode, 
were regularly entered in a public regifter. The 
ftudious youth were feverely prohibited from 
wafting their time in feafts, or in the theatre; 
and the term of their education was limited to 
the age of twenty. The prsefefl of the city was 
empowered to chaftife the idle and refraftory, by 
ftripes or expulfion ; and he was direfted to. make 
an annual report to the mafter of the offices, that 
the knowledge and abilities of the fcholars might 
be ufefuUy applied to the public fervice. The 
inftijtutions of Valentinian contributed, to fecure 
the benefits of peace and plenty : and the cities 
were guarded by the eftabliftiment of the Defau 
fors ** J freely elefted as the tribunes and advo- 
cates of the people, to fupport their rights, and 
to expofe their grievances, before the tribunals 
of the civil magiftrates, or even at the foot of 
the Imperial throne. The finances were dili- 
gently adminiftered by two princes, who had 
been fo long accuftomed to the rigid ceconomy 
of a private fortune ; but in fhe receipt and ap- 
plication of the revenue, a difcerning eye might 
obferve fome difference between the government 
of the Eaft and of the Weft. Valens v^^as per- 
fuaded, that royal liberality can be fupplied only 
by public oppreffion, and his ambition never af- 
pired to fecure, by their adtual diftrefs, the future 
ftrength and profperity of his . people* Inftead 

(>? Cod. Thcodof. I. i. fir. xi. with Gcdefro)'* ParatitUft, whjch 
^ili|;entiy gleans tiom jihe rcit oH tie coJe. 
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^ xxv.^* ^^ incrcafing the weight of taxes, which, in the 
fpace of forty years, had been gradually doubled, 
he reduced, in the firfl: years of his reign, one^ 
fourth of the tribute of the Eaft ^\ Valentinian 
appears to have been lefs attentive and lefs anxi« 
ous to relieve the burthens of his people. He 
might reform the abufes of the fifcal adminiftra« 
lion; but he exaded, without fcrupie, a very 
large (hare of the private property ; as he was 
convinced that the revenues, which fupported the 
luxury of individuals, would be much more ad- 
vantageouily employed for the defence and im- 
provement of the ftate. The fubje£ls of the Eafl:, 
who enjoyed the pref<mt benefit, applauded the in^ 
dulgence of their prince. The folid, but lefs fplen- 
did, merit of Valentinian was felt and acknow- 
ledged by the fubfequent generation **. 

But the moft honourable circumftance of the 
charafter of Valentinian, is the firm and tempe- 
rate impartiality which he uniformly preferved in 
an age of reUgious- contention. His ftrong fenfe, 
unenlightened, but uncorrupted, by ftudy, de- 
clined, with refpe6lful indifference, the fubtle 
queftions of theological debate. The govenv 

^i Three lines from Ammianus (xxxi. i^.) countenance a whole 
oi:ation of Themiftius (viii. p. loi — ixo.), full of adulation, pe« 
fAantry, and common- place morality. The eloquent M, Thomas 
(torn, i. p. 366 — 396.) has amufed himfelf with celebrating the vir- 
tues and genius of Themiftius, who w^s not unworthy of the age in 
which he lived. 

^4 Zo(imuS| 1. W, p. 20S. Ammian. xxx. 9. His reformation ctf 
coftiy abufes might entitle him to the praife of, in provincialet aclmo- 
duni parens, tributorum ubique moUiens farcinat* By fomr, hit 
frugality was flylcd avarice (Jerom. Chrop. p. iS6.}« 
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meat of the Earth claimed bis vigilance, and ^?^^^* 
Satisfied his ambition; and while he remembered 
that he was the difciple of the church, he never 
forgot that he was the foverefgn of the clergy. 
Under the reign oi an apoftate, he had fignalized 
ills zeal for the honour of Ghriftianity: he sd- 
lowed* to his fubjeds the privilege which be had 
aflumed for himfelf; and they might accept, 
with gratitude and confidence, the general tole- 
rsitlon which wa^ granted by a prince, addifled 
to paffion, biit incapable of fbar or of difguife ^\ 
Tht Pagans, the Jews, gnd all the various fe£ts 
which acknowledged the divine authority of 
Chriil, were protected by the laws from arbitrary 
power or popular infult; nor was any mode of 
wbr(hip prohibited by Valentinian, except thofe 
fecret and criminal practices, which abufed the 
fxame of religion for the dark purpofes of vice 
^nd diforder. The art of magic, as it was more 
cruelly punifhed, was more ftridly profcribed : 
but the emperor admitted a formal diftindion to 
protect the ancient methods of divination, which 
were approved by the fenate, and exercifed by 
the Tufcan harufpices. He had condemned, 
^ith the confent of the mofl: rational Pagans, 
the licence of no&umal facrifices ; but he immedi*? 
^ely admitted the petition of Pra^textatus, pro- 

^f Teftes funt leges 9 me in exordio Imperii mei datae : qulbus 
imicuique quod animo imbibifTet colendi libera facultas tributa edb, 
jpod. Theodof. 1. ix. tit. xvi* leg. 9. To this declaration of Valen* 
tiniai), we may add the various tellimojiies of Ammianus (xxx. 9.}* 
Zofimus (1. iv. p. 204..), and Sozomen (1. vi. c. 7. ai.). Baronius 
would naturally blame fuch rational toleration (Annal. Ecclef* 
AiP. 370. N'*i*9— »3»f A.D. 376» No 3i4')« 
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conful of Achaia, who reprefented, that the life 
of the Greeks would become dreary and com- 
fortlefs, if they were depriyed of the invaluable 
bleffing of the Eleufmian myfteries. Philofophy 
alone can boafl: (and perhaps it is no more than 
the boaft of philofophy), that her gentle hand is 
able to eradicate from the human mind the latent 
and deadly principle of fanaticifm. But this truce 
of twelve years, which was enforced by the wife 
and vigorous government of Valentinian, by fuf- 
pending the repetition of mutual injuries, contri- 
buted to foften the manners, and abate the pre- 
judices, of the religious faftions. 

The friend of toleration was unfortunately 
placed at a diftance from the fcene of the fierceft 
controverfies. As foon as the Chriftians of the 
Weft had extricated themfelves from the fnares 
of the creed of Rimini, they happily relapfed 
into the flumber of orthodoxy ; and the fmall 
remains of the Arian party that ftill fubfifted at 
Sirmium or Milan, might be confidered, rather 
as objedts of contempt than of refentment. 
But in the provinces of the Eaft, from the Euxine 
to the extremity of Thebais, the ftrength and 
numbers of the hoftile faftions were more equally 
balanced; and this ' equality, inftead of recom- 
mending the counfels of peace, ferved only to 
perpetuate the horrors of religious war. The 
monks and bifliops fupported their arguments 
by inveftives ; and theip inveftives were fome- 
times followed by blows. Athanafius ftill reigned 
at Alexandria j* the thrones of Conftantinople 

and 
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and Antioch were occupied by Arian prelates, ^^^'* 
and every epifcopal vacancy was the occalion of 
a popular tumult. The Homooufians were for- 
tified by the reconciliation of fifty-nine Mace- 
donian, or Semi-Arian, bifhops ; but their fecret 
reluftance to embrace the divinity of the Holy 
Ghoft, clouded the fplendour of the triumph: 
and the declaration of Valens, who, in the firft 
years of his reign, had imitated the impartisi 
conduft of his brother, was an important vic- 
tory on the fide of Arianifm. The two brothers 
had pafTed their private Hfe in the condition of 
catechumens ; but the piety of Valens prompted 
him to folicit the facrament of baptifm, before 
he expofed his perfon to the dangers of a Gothic 
war. He naturally addrefled himfelf to Eudox- 
us **, bifliop of the Imperial city ; and if the ig- 
norant monarch was inftru&ed by that Ariaa 
paftor in the principles of heterodox theology, 
his misfortune, rather than his guilt, was the 
inevitable confcquence of his erroneous choice 
Whatever had been the determination of the 
emperor, he muft have offended a numerous 
party of his Chriftian fubjefts ; as the leaders 
both of the Homooufians and of the Arians be- 
lieved, that, if they were not fuffered to reign, 
they were moft cruelly injured and oppreffed. 

^ Eadoxus was of a mild and tlmtd difpofition. When he baptized 
Valens (A. D. 367. )s he mu(t have been extremely old \ fince he lia<l 
ftudied theology fifty-five years before, under Lucian, a learned 
and pious martyr. Philoftorg. 1. ii. c. 14 — 16. 1. iv. c. 4« with 
Godefroy, p. 82. ao6. and Tillemont> Mem. Ecclcf. torn. v. p. 474 
—480, &c. 

After 
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CHAP. After he had taken this deci(ive (lep, it was 

XXV • • » ' 

extremely difficult for him to prfsferve either the 
virtue, or the reputation, of impartiality. He 
never afpired, like Conftantius, to the fame of a 
profoiind theologian; but, <^ he had received 
^ith fin^plicity and refpefl the tenets of Eudoxus, 
Valens refigned his confcience to the diredion 
of his ecclefiadical guid^, and promoted, by the 
influence of his authority, the re-union of the 
^ihanqftan heretics to the body of the catholic 
church. At firft, he pitied their blindnefs ; by 
<]egrees he was provoked at their obflinacy ;. and 
he inG^nHbly hated ihofe fedaries to whom he 
was an objeft of hatred *^ The feeble mind of 
Valens was always fwayed by the perfons with 
whom he familiarly couverfed.; and the exile or 
imprifonment of a private citizen are the favours. 
the moft readily granted in a defpoiic court. 
Such punifliments were frequently inflided on 
the leaders of the Homooufian party ; and th^ 
misfortune of fourfcoie ecclefiaftics of Conftau- 
tinople, who, perhaps accidentally, were burnt 
on ihipboard,. was imputed to the cruel and pre- 
meditated malice of the emperor, and his Arian 
minifters. In every conteft, the catholics (if we 
may anticipate that name) were obliged to pay 
the penalty of their own faults, and of thofe of 
their adverfaries. In every ele£tion, the claims 
of the Arian candidate obtained the preference i 
and if they were oppofed by the majority of the 


67 Gregory Nizianz.^n (Orat. xxv. p. 431.) infults the perfecatiog 
fpirit ot the AtiaDS, as an infallible fyroptom of error and berciy. 
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people, he was ufually fupported by the authority ^ J^y ^' 
of the civil magiftrate, or even by the terrors of ^ ^^^■-**^ 
9L military force. The enemies of Athanafius 
attempted to difturb the lad years of bis vene- 
rable age; and his temporary retreat to his f«« 
ther's fepulchre has been celebrated as a fifth 
exile. But the zeal of a great people, who in- 
ftantly flew to .arms, intimidated the prssfed; 
and the archbifliop was permitted to end his life 
in peace and in glory, after a reign of forty-feven 
years. The death of Athanafius was the fignal jXsMhei 
of the perfecution of Egypt; and the Pagan mi- fiJl*'*"' 
nifter of Valens, who forcibly feaied the worth- a-J^-i73» 
kfs Lucius on the archiepifcopal throne, pur- ^^ * * 
chafed the favour of the reigning party by the 
blood and fuiferings of their Chriftian brethren. 
The free toleration of the heathen and Jewiih 
worfhip was bitterly lamented, as a circumftance 
which aggravated the mifery of the catholics, 
and . the guilt of the impious tyrant of the Eaft ". 

The triumph of the orthodox party has left a j^ft jje^ 
deep ftain of perfecution on the memory of Va- ^^ *"»? p^""- 
lens ; and the character of a prince who derived 
his virtues, as well as his vices, from a feeble 
underftanding, and a pufillanimous temper, 
fcarcely deferves the labour of an apology. Yet 
candour may difcover fome reafons to fufpeft 
that the ecdefiaftical minifters of Valens often 
exceeded the orders, or even the intentions, of 

AS This iketch of the ecckfiadical goTermacnt of Valens ts drawn 
from Socrates (I. iv.), Sozomcn (1. vi.), I'hcodoret (I. iv.)> ami 
the sromeDfc (ogipiUuons of XiUemont (parttCttJarjy torn. ?*i. viii. 
and ix.}> 

their 
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c M^A P. their matter ; and that the real meafure of fafts 
has been very liberally magnified by the vehe- 
ment declamation and eafy credulity of his anta- 
gonifts**. I. The filence of Valentinian may 
fuggeft a probable argument, that the partial 
feverities, which were.exercifed in the name and 
provinces of his colleague, amounted only to 
fome obfcure and inconfiderable deviations from 
the eftabliflied fyftem of religious toleration : and 
the judicious hiftorian, who has praifed the equal 
temper of the elder brother, has not thought 
himfelf obliged to contraft the tranquillity of 
the Weft with the cruel perfecution of the Eaft '**. 
2. Whatever credit may be allowed to vague 
and diftant reports, the charafter, or at leaft the 
behaviour, of Valens may be moft diftindly feen 
in his perfonal tranfaSions with the eloquent 
Bafil, archbilbop of Csefarea, who had fucceeded 
Athanafius in the management of the Trinitarian 
caufe". The circumftantial narrative has been 
compofed by the friends and admirers of Bafil; 

^ Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. tv. p. 78.) 
has already conceived and intimated the fame fufpiciogr 

70 This rcfle^lion is fo obvious and forcible, that Orofius (1. viu 
€' Z*f 33O delays the perfecution till after the death of Valentinian. 
SocrateSj on the other haad, fuppofes (1. iii. c. 32. )> ^^^^ >^ was 
appeafed by a philofophical oration, which Themiftius pronounced 
in the year 374 (Orac. xii. p. 154. in Latin only). Such contra- 
didions diminifh the cvidencei and reduce the ternS} of tke perse- 
cution of Valens. 

7> Tillemont,^ whom I follow and abridge, has cxtra^ed (Mem* 
Ecclef, torn. viii. p. 15 3-. 167.) the moft authentic circumftances 
from the Panegyrics of the two Gregoriest the brother, and the 
friend, of Bafil. The letters of Bafil himfelf (Dupin, Bibliotheque 
Ecciefiaftique, torn. ii. p. iSS'^iio,)^ do not prefent the imag^of 
9 ?ery lively perfecution. 

and 
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4nd as foon as we have ftripped away a thick ^"^v^* 
coat of rhetoric and miracle, we (hall be afto- 
niflied by the unexpeded mildnefs of the Arian 
tyrant, who admired the firmnefs of his charac- 
ter, or was apprehenfive, if he employed vio« 
lence, of a general revolt in the province of Cap« 
padocia. The archbifliop, who afiferted, with 
inflexible pride '% the truth of his opinions, and 
the dignity of bis rank, was left in the free pof« 
feffion of his confcience, and his throne. The 
emperor devoutly aiEfted at the folemn fervice of 
the cathedral ; and, inftead of a fentence of ba- 
nifliment, fubfcribed the donation of a valuable 
eftate for the ufe of an hofpital, which Bafil 
had lately founded in the neighbourhood of Cse« 
farea ". 3. I am not able to difcover, that any 
law (fuch as Theodofius afterwards enacted againfl 
the Arians) was publiflied by Valens againft the 
Athanafian fedaries ; and the edi£): which excited 
the mod violent clamours, may not appear fo 
extremely reprehenfible. The emperor had ob- 
ferved, that feveral of his fuhjeds, gratifying their 
lazy difpofition under the pretence of religion, 
had a^flbciated themfelves with the monks of 
Egypt J and he directed the count of the Eaft 

7* Bafilius Caefarienfis epifcopus Cappadoclae clarus habetur • • • • 
qui multa continentiae ct ingenii bona uno fupeibia: male perdidiu 
This irreverent paflTage is ptrfeftly in the ftyle and charaflcr of St/ 
Jerom. It does not af>pear in Scaliger's edition of bis Chronicle { 
but Ilaac Vo/Tius found it in fonrie old MSS. wliich had not been re* 
formed by the monks. 

7J This noble and charitable foundation (almoft a new city) fur- 
paflld in merit, if not in greatnefs, the pyramids, or the walls of 
Babylon. It was principally intended for the reception of lepers 
(Greg. NazianzeD} Orat. xx. p. 4390* 

to 
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*^xxv ^' ^^ ^^^S ^cm from their folitude ; and to compei 

^^i-,-l, ^ > thofc defertfers of fociety to accept the feir alter-* 

native, of renouncing their temporal poffeffionsi 

or of difcharging the piibh'c duties of men and 

citizens '*. The thinifters of Valens feem to have! 

extended, the fenfe of this penal ftatute, lince 

they tiaimed a right of enlifting the young and 

able-bodied monks in the Imperial armies. A 

detachment of cavalry and infantry, confiding of 

three thoufand men, marched from Alexandria! 

into the adjacent defert of Nitria ^% which was 

peopled by five thoufand monks. The foldiers 

^ were conduced by Arian priefts; and it is te- 

Jjorted, that a confiderable flaughter was made in 

the monafteries which difobeyed the commands of 

their fovereigii ^\ 

Vaicatini- The ftrid regulations which had been framed 

j^rava'dcc ^y ^^^ ^fdbm of modem legiflators to reftrain 

of the the wealth and avarice of the clergy, may be 

A.D^37o. oJ'iginaliy deduced fronl the example of the em^ 

peror Valentinian; His edi^" addreffed to 

Ihmafus^ 

74 Cod. Theodof. I. xii, tit. f. leg. dj. Godeircy (torn. i>. 
1^4409^413.) performs the duty of a commentator and adTocate. 
TiUemant (Mem. Ecclef. tom. viii. p. %o%,)fuppofd2L fecond law to 
excufe his orthodox friends, who had mifreprefented the cdift of 
Vahtfi*, and fupprefFed ihe liberty of choice. 

75 See d'Anville, Defcription de TEgypte, p. 74. Hereafter I 
fliall confidcf the monastic inftitutions. 

7^ Socrates, f. it. c. 14, 15. Oroiius, 1. vii. c. J3. Jerom ia 
Chron. p. 189, and torn. ii. p. an. The monks of Egypt per- 
formed many miracles, which prove the truth of their faith. Right, 
fays Jortin (Remarks, vol. iv. p. ^9.), but what proves the truth of 
thofe iniracles ? 

t7 Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. fit. ii. leg. 20, Godefroy (tom. ti. 
p. 49')» after the example of lUronhis, impartially coUeas all that 
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I)amafus, biihop df Rome, was publicly read in chap. 
the churches of the city. He adinoniihed the 
ecclefiaftics and monks not to frequent the houPes 
of widaws and virgins; and menaced their diH^ 
obedience with the animadverfion of the civil 
judge. The direftor was no longer permitted to 
receive any gift, or legacy, or inheritance, from 
the liberality of his fpiritual daughter: every 
teftament contrary to this edift was declared null 
and void; and the illegal donation was confif- 
cated for the ufe of the treafury. By a fubfequent 
tegulation, it (hould feem, that the fame . pro* 
viiions were extended to nuns and bifhops; and 
that all perfons of the ecclefiaftical order were 
rendered incapable of receiving any teftamentary 
gifts, and ftrldly confined to the natural and 
legal rights of inheritance. As the guardian of 
domeftic bappinefs and virtue, Valentinian ap« 
plied this fevere remedy to the growing evil. 
In the - capital of the empire, the females of no^ 
ble and opulent houfes pofTeflfed a very ample 
Ihare of independent property : and many of thofe ^ 
devout females had embraced the dodrines of 
Chriftianity, not only with the cold afient of thg 
underftanding, but with the warmth of aifedion^ 
and perhaps with the eagernefs of fa(hion. They 
facrificed the pleafures of drefs and luxury; and 
renounced, for the praife of chaftity, the foft 
endearments of conjugal fociety. Some eccle<i 

the fathers have faid on th« Aibje^l of this important law ; wliofe 
fpirit was lortg afterwards revived by the emperor Frederic II. 
Edward I. of England^ and other Chciftian princes who reigned after 
the twelfth century. 

fiaftic. 
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CHAP, liaftic, of real or apparent fanftity, was chofen 
to direct their timorous confcience, and to amufe 
the vacant tendernefs of their heart : and the un- 
bounded confidence, which they haftily beftowed, 
was often abufed by knaves and enthufiafts ; who 
haftened from the extremities of the Eafl, to 
enjoy, on a fplendid theatre, the privileges of the 
monadic profeffion. By their contempt of the 
world, they infenfibly acquired its moft defirable 
advantages ; the lively attachment, perhaps, of a 
young and beautiful woman, the delicate plenty 
of an opulent houfhold, and the refpedful ho- 
mage of the flaves, the freedmen, and the clients 
of a fenatorial family. The imnienfe fortunes of 
the Roman ladies were gradually confumed, in 
Iavi(h alms and expeniive pilgrimages; and the 
artful monk, who had afligned bimfelf the firft, 
or poffibly the fole place, in the teftament of his 
fpiritual daughter, flill prefumed to declare, with 
the fmooth face of hypocrify, that he was only 
the inftrument of charity, and the fteward of the 
poor. The lucrative, but difgraceful, trade", 
which was exercifed by the clergy to defraud the 
expedations of the natural heirs, had provoked 
the indignation of a fuperftitious age : and two 
of the moft refpeftable of the Latin fathers very 

' 7« The exprefTions which I have iifcd are temperate and feeble, 
if compared wiih the" veliemcnt inve^ives of Jcrom (tom. i. p. 13. 
45# '44-» &c,). In tis turn, he was reproached with the guilt whicb^ 
he imputed to his bi other monks: and iht Scaleratus, the Verfipellh^ 
was publicly accufed as the lover of ihe widow Paula (torn, ii* 
p. 363. )• He undoubtedly poffeflcd the afieaions, both of the mo» 
iher and the daughter ^ but he declaret, that he never abufed hi» 
icfiuence, to any fclfifli or i'enfual purpofe, 

honeftly 
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fconeftly confefs, that the ignominious edift of ^xxv*^* 

Valentinian was juft and neceflary ; and that the ^^—■v*'*^ 

Chriftian priefts had deferved to lofe a privilege, 

which was (lill enjoyed by comedians, charioteers, 

and the minifters of idols. But the wifdom and 

authority of the legiilator are feldom vidorioua 

I in a conteft with the vigilant dexterity of private 

intereft : and Jerom, or Ambrofe, might patiently 
acquiefce in the juftice of an ineffeclual or falutary 
law. tf the ecclefiaftics were checked in the pur- 
fuit of perfonal emolument, they would exert a 
more laudable induflry to increafe the wealth of 
the church j and dignify their covetoufnefs with the 
fpecious names of piety and patriotifm ^'. 

Damafus, biihop of Rome, who was conflrained Ambttioti 
to ftigmatize the avarice of his clergy by the. ^^j^^*^'^^ 
publication of the law of Valentinian, had the mafut, 
good fenfe or the good fortune to engage in his Rome.^ 
fervice the zeal and abilities of the learned Je* ^•^• 
rom ; and the grateful faint has celebrated the 
merit and purity of a very ambiguous character '^. 

^ But the fplendid vices of the church of Rome, 
under the reign of Valentinian and Damafus, 
have been curioufly obferved by • the hiftorian 
Ammianus, who delivers his imjiartial fenfe in 

19 Pudet dicere, facerdotes idolornm, mi mi et aurige, et fcorta, 
livredUates capiunt; folis ilerich ac mwachis liae lege prohibetur* 
£t non prqhibetor a perfecutoribus^ fed a principibus Chiiftianis^ 
Nee de lege queror; fed doleo cur merueri^us banc legem* Jeroin 
(torn. i. p« 13.) difcreetly infinuates the fecret policy of bis patron 
Damafua. 

^o Three words of Jerom, fanSa memaria Damafus (tom.ii* p. 109. }t 
waflk away all bis ftains, and blind the devout eyes of TilJemonC 
(Mem. Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 396—424. )• 

Vot. IV. T thefe 
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CHAP, thefe expreffive words : " The prsefeQure of 
** Juventius was accompanied with peace and 
** plenty : but the tranquillity of his government 
<« was fooii difturbed by a bloody fedrtion of the 
" diftrafted people. The ardour of Ehimafus 
" and Urfmus, to feize the epifcopal feat, fur- 
^* paffed the ordinary meafure of human ambi- 
** tion. They contended with the rage of party ; 
" the quarrel was maintained by the wounds and 
" death of their followers ; and the praefefl:, un- 
** able to refift -or to appeafe the tumult, was 
** conftrained, by fupdrior violence, to retire 
" into the fuburbs. Damafus prevailed : the 
*' well-difputed viftory remained on the fide of 
** his fadlion ; one hundred and thirty-feven dead 
•* bodies ** were found in the Bqftlka of Sicini- 
** nus'*, where the Chriftians hold their reli- 
** gious affemblies ; and it was long before the 
" angry minds of the people refumed their ac- 
*' cuftomed tranquillity. When I confider the 
** fplendour of the capital, I am not aftoniflied 
•♦ that fo valuable a prize fhould inflame the de- 

«• Jerom hiinfelf is forced to allow, crutklifllmae interfcAionet 
diverfi fexus perpctratx (in Cbron. p. i86.). But an original //W 
or petition of two prefbyters of the adverfe party, has unaccountably 
cl'caped. They afHrm, that the doors of the Baftlica were burnt,, 
and that the roof was untiled \ that Damafus marched at the head 
of his own clergy, grave-diggers, charioteers, and hired gladiators f 
that none of his party were killed, but that one hundred and fixty 
dead bodies were found. This petition is publiihed by the P. Sir- 
mond, in the firft volume of his works. 

^^ The BafiUea of Sicininus, or Liberius, is probably the church 
of San6la Maria Maggiore, on the Efquiline hill. Baronius, A. Dt 
367, N^ 3. s and I>6inatu5, Roma Autiqua et Nova, 1» iv. c. 3* 
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** fires of ambitious men, and produce the fiercefl: c. h a ?• 
** and moft obftinate contefts. The fuccefsful 
*^ candidate is fecure that he will be enriched 
" by the offerings of matrons"; that, as foon 
*' as his drefs is compofed with becoming care 
** and elegance, he may proceed, in his chariot, 
** through the ftreets of Rome ** } and, that the 
*^ fumptuoufnefs of the Imperial table will not 
^^ equal the profufe and delicate entertainments 
** provided by the tafte, and at the expence, of 
*• the Roman pontifi^. How much more ratio** 
** nally (continues the honeft Pagan) would thofe 
*^ pontiffs confult their true happinefs, if, inftead 
" of alleging the greatnefs of the city as an ex- 
** cufe for their manners, they would imitate the 
** exemplary life of fome provincial bifhops, 
" whofe temperance and fobriety, whofe mean 
apparel and downcafl looks, recommended 
their pure and modeft virtue to the Deity, and 
his true worfhippers "." The fchifm of Da* 
mafus and Urfinus was extinguiflied by the exile 
of the latter J and the wifdom of the praefefl: 
Praetextatus ** reftored the tranquillity of thp 

city* 

Sl The enemies of Daiuafus ftyled him Aarifcalplus Matronarum, the 
ladies ear fcratcher. 

'4 Gregory Nazianzen (Drat, xxxii. p. 516.) defcribes the pride 
and luxury of the prelates who reigned in the Imperial cities ; their 
gilt car» fiery fteeds> numerous train^ &c. The crowd gave way as 
to a wild bead. 

'S Ammian. xxvii. %. Perpetuo Numini, ^trifyue ejus cultoribut. 
The incomparable pliancy of a Polytheift 1 

<^ Ammianus, who makes a fair report of his praefe£lnre (xxvii* 
9.). ftyles him prsBclars indolis, graTitatifque, fenator (xxti. 7. and 
Valef. ad loc). A curious infcriptioa (Gruter M^II. No a.) 
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CHAP. city. Praetextatus was a philofophic Pagan, a 
\_^-^ , . man of learning, of tafte, and politenefs ; who 
difguifed a reproach in the form of a jeft, when 
he affured Damafus, that if he could obtain the 
bifhopric of Rome, he himfelf would immediately 
embrace the Chriflian religion '\ This lively 
pifture of the Wealth and luxury of the popes in 
the fourth century, becomes the more curious, 
as it reprefents the intermediate degree between 
the humble poverty of the apoftolic fiflierman, 
and the royal ftate of a temporal prince, whofe 
dominions extend from the confines of Naples to 
the banks of the Po. 
Foreign When the fuflfrage of the generals and of the 

^*a'd ^^^y committed the fceptre of the Roman em- 
364—375. pite to the hands of Valentinian, his reputation 
in arms, his military (kill and experience, and 
his rigid attachment to the forms, as well as 
fpirit, of ancient difcipline, were the principal 
motives of their judicious choice. The eagernefs 
of the troops, who preflfed him to nominate his 
colleague, was juftified by the dangerous iituation 
of public affairs; and Valentinian himfelf was 
confcious, that the abilities of the mofl: active 

records, in two columns, his religious and civil honours. In one 
line he was PontifFof the Sun, and of Vefta, Au^ur, Quindeceimrir, 
Hierophant, &c« &c. In the other, i. Quseilor caodidanis, niore 
probably titular. %, Praetor. 3. Corrector of Tufcany and Umbria. 
4* Confular of Lufitania. 5. Proconful of Acliaia« 6. Prasfeft of 
Rome. 7. Praetorian prasfcft of Italy. 8. Of lUjfncvm. 9. Con« 
ful t\t& i but he died before the beginning of the. year 385* See 
.Tillemont, Hift. drs £mpereurs, torn. v. p. 241. 736. 

*7 Facite me Romanae urbis epifcopum $ et ero protinus Chrifti* 
anus (Jerom, torn. ii. p. 165.). It is more than probable, that 
Dannafus would not have pujrchafed bis converiion at fuch a price. 

J"* mini 
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mind were unequal to the defence of the diftant ^ " ^ *"• 
frontiers of an invaded monarchy. As foon as >— i-.^w 
the death of Julian had relieved the Barbarians 
from the terror of his name, the moft fanguine 
hopes of rapine and conqueft excited the nations 
of the Eaft, of the North, and of the South. 
Their inroads were often vexatious, and fome- A. D. 
times formidable; but, during the twelve years ^^♦"^^^^ 
of the reign of Valentinian, his firmnefs and 
vigilance proteded his own dominions ; and his 
powerful genius feemed to infpire and direct the 
feeble counfels of his brother. Perhaps the me-' 
thod of annals would more forcibly exprefs the 
urgent and divided cares of the two emperors ; 
but the attention of the reader, likewife, would 
be diflradled by a tedious and defultory narrative. 
A feparate view of the five great theatres of war ; 
I. Germany; II. Britain; III. Africa; IV. The 
Eaft ; and, V. The Danube ; will imprefs a more 
diftind image of the military ftate of the empire 
under the reigns of Valentinian and Valens. 

I. The ambaffadors of the Alemanni had been j, ger. 
offended by the harfli and haughty behaviour of ,^^''^- 
Urfacius, mafter of the offices •' ; who, by an manni in- 
aft of unfeafonable parfimony, had diminiihed XfofsSs! 
the value, as well as the quantity, of the pre- 
fents, to which they were entitled, either from 
cuftom or treaty, on the acceffion of a new em- 
peror. They expreffed, and they communicated 
to their countrymen, their ftrong fenfe of the 

S' Ammian. ^xvi. 5. Valefius adds a long and good note on the 
ipaftcr of the offices. 

T 3 national 
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CHAP, national affront. The irafcible minds of the 

v-^^-"-^ chiefs were exafperated by the fufpicion of con* 

tempt; and the martial youth crowded to their 

ftandard. Before Valentinian could pafs the Alps, 

the villages of Gaul w^re in flames; before bis 

general Dagalaiphus could encounter the Ale-* 

manni, they had fecured the captives and the 

A. D. 366. fpoil in the forefts of Germany. In the begin- 

january. ^.^^ ^£ ^j^^ enfuing year, the military force of 

the whole nation, in deep and folid columns, 
broke through the barrier of the Rhine, during 
the feverity of a northern winter. Two Roman 
counts were defeated and mortally wounded ; and 
the ftandard of the (leruli and Batavians fell into 
the hands of the conquerors, who difplayed, with 
infulting (houts and menaces, the trophy of their 
viftory. The ftandard was recovered } but the 
Batavians had not redeemed the fhame of their 
difgrace and flight in the eye^ of their fevere 
judge. It was the opinion of Yalentiqian, that 
his foldiers muft learn to fes^r their commander, 
before they could ceafe to fear the enemy. The 
troops were folemnly affembled; and the trem-^ 
bling Batavians were inclofed withii^ the circle of 
the Imperial army. Valentinian then afcended 
his tribunal ; and, as if he difdained to punifh 
cowardice with death, he inflicted a (lain of in^ 
delible ignominy on the ofGcers, whofe mifcon? 
du£i: and pufillanimity were found to be th§ firil 
occafion of the defeat. The Batayians were de- 
graded from their rank, flripped of their arms, 
^^d ^ond9ainc4 to b$ fold for Haves to the 

liigheft 
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iugbeft bidder. At this tremendous fentence the ^ JL(^ '^* 
troops* fell proftrate on the ground, deprecated ^--^w---^ 
the indignation of their fovereign, and protefted, 
that if he would indulge them in another trials 
they would approve themfelves not unworthy of 
the name of Romans, and of hts foldiers. Valen- 
tinian, with affected reludance, yielded to their 
^treaties : the Batavians refumed their arms ; 
and, with their arms, the invincible refolution of 
wiping away their difgrace in the blood of the 
Alemanni ^\ The principal command was de« 
clined by Degalaiphus ; aad that experienced ge« 
neral, who had reprefented, perhaps with too much 
prudenqe, the extreme difficulties of the under- 
taking, had the mortification, before the end of 
the campaign, of feeing his. rival Jovinus con- 
vert thofe difficulties into a decifive advantage 
over the icattered forces of the Barbarians. At TUnrde- 
the bead of a well-difciplined army of cavalry, ^^^' 
infantry, and light r troops, Jovings advanced, 
with cautious and rapid fteps, to Scarponna^% 
in the territory of Metz, where he furpri^ed a 
large divifioa of the Alemanni, before they had 
time to run to their arms ; and Suflied his foldiers 
witjh the confidence of an eafy and bloodlefs vic- 
tory* j^nother divifion, or rather army, of the 

«9 Ammian. xxvii. !• Zofimiis, 1. iv. p. aoS. The difgrace of 
die Batavians U fupprefl*e«l by the contempQiary foldier, from a regard 
for roUitary honour, which could not zScR a Gretk rhetorician ot the 
l^^ccef'ding a^e. 

90 See d*AnviIIe, Notice de Tanclenne Gau!e, p. 5S7. The name 
of the Mofelley which is not fpecified by Amnuanus, is clearly under- 
4ood by Mafcpi (Hid* of the ancient Germans> vil. 2.)* 
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CHAP, enemy, after the cruel and wanton devaftation of 
the adjacent country, repofed themfclves on the 
ihady banks of the Mofelle. Jovinus, who had 
viewed the ground with the eye of a general, 
made bis filent approach through a deep and 
woody vale, till he could diftindly perceive the 
indolent fecurity of the Germans. Some were 
bathing their huge limbs in the river ; others 
were combing their long and flaxen hair ; others 
again were fwallowing large draughts of rich and 
delicious wine. On a fudden they heard the 
found of the Roman trumpet; they faw.the ene- 
my in their camp. Aftonifliment produced dif- 
order; diforder was followed by flight and dif- 
may ; and the confufed multitude of the bravefl 
warriors was pierced by the fwords and javelins 
of the legionaries and auxiliaries. The fugitives 
efcaped to the third and moft confiderable 
camp, in the Catalaunian plains, near Chalons 
in Champagne:, the draggling detachments were 
haftily recalled to their ftandard ; and the Bar- 
barian chiefs, alarmed and admonifhed by the 
fate of their companions, prepared to encounter, 
in a decilive battle, the vi^orious forces of the 
lieutenant of Valentinian. The bloody and ob- 
ilinate conflift lafted a whole fummer's day, with 
equal valour, and with alternate fuccefs. The 
Romans at length prevailed, with the lofs of 
^bout twelve hundred men. Six thoufaiid of the 
Alemanni were (Iain, fqur thoufand were wounded; 
^nd the brave Jovinus, after chacing the flying 
ir^mnant of t^ieir hoft as far ^s the bank$ 

■ pf 
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of the Rhine, returned to Paris, to receive the ^S^^y^* 
applaufe of his fovereign, and the enfigns of the v----^w 
confulfhip for the enfuing year'*. The triumph J"*^* 
of the Romans was indeed fullied by their treat- 
ment of the captive king, whom they hung on a 
gibbet without the knowledge of their indignant 
general. This difgraceful aft of cruchy, which 
might be imputed to the fury of the troops, was 
followed by the deliberate murder of Withicab, 
the fon of Vadomair ; a German prince, of a weak 
and fickly conftitution, but of a daring and for- 
midable fpirit. The domeftic aflai&n was infti- 
gated and protefted by the Romans •*;' and the 
violation of the laws of humanity and juftice be- 
trayed their fecret apprehenfion of the weaknefs 
of the declining empire. The ufe of the dagger 
is feldom adopted in public councils, as long as 
they retain any confidence in the power of the 
fword. 

While the Alemanni appeared to be humbled Vaientu 
by their recent calamities, the pride of Valen- ^ndl^ 
tinian was mortified by the unexpefted furprifal fie« the 
of Moguntiacum, or Mentz, the principal city a.d.s*'* 
of the Upper Germany. In the unfufpicious 
moment of a Ghriftian feftival, Rando, a bold 
and artful chieftain, who had long meditated his 
attempt, fuddenly paffed the Rhine ; entered the 
^efencelefs tovi^n, and retired with a multitude of 

9< The battlet^ are defcribed by Ammianus (xxvii. «.), and by 
£ofinus (I. iv. p. ao9.)3 who .fuppofes Valentinian to have been 
prefent. 

9« ^V^o iqlicitaatc noftrorum^ occubuit. AnmiaiL. xxvii. lo^ 

captives 
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CHAP, captives of either fex. Valentinian refolved to 
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^xecvite fevere vengeance pn the whole body of 
the nation. Count Sebaftian, with the bands of 
Italy and Ulyricum, was ordered to invade their 
country, moll probably on the fide of Rhsetia. 
The emperor in perfon, accompanied by his fon 
Gratian, paffed the Rhine at the head of a for- 
midable army, which was fupported on both 
flanks by Jovinus and Severus, the two mafters- 
general of the cavalry and infantry of the Weft^ 
The Alemanni, unable to prevent the devaftatioa 
of their villages, fixed their camp on a lofty, and 
almofl inaccefiible, mountain, in the modern 
duchy of Wirtemberg, and refolutely expe^ed 
the approach of the Romans. The life of Valen- 
tinian was expofed to imminent danger, by the 
intrepid curiofity with which he perfifted to ex- 
plore fome fecret and unguarded path. A troop 
of Barbarians fuddenly rofe from their ambufcade : 
and the emperor, who vigoroufly fpurred his 
horfe down a fteep and flippery defcent, was 
obliged to leave behind him his armour-bearer, 
and his helmet, magnificently enriched with gold 
and precious ftones. At the fignal of, the gene^ 
ral afTault^ the Roman troops encompa^ed and 
afcended the mountain of Solicinium on three 
different fides. Every ftep which, they gained, 
increafed their ardour, and abated the refinance 
of the enemy : and after their united forces had 
occupied the fummit of the hill, th^y impetu- 
oufly urged the Barbarian^/ down the. .northern 
defcent, where count Sebaftian was pofted to 
intercept their retreat. After this fignal viftory, 

Valen- 
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Yalentinian returned to his winter-quarters at chap. 
Treves ; where he indulged the public joy by 
the exhibition of fplendid and triumphal games ^\ 
But the wife monarch, inftead of afpirlng to the 
conquefl: of Germany, confined his attention to 
the important and laborious defence of the Gal- 
lic frontier, againft an enemy, whofe ftrength 
was renewed by a ftream of daring volunteers, 
which inceflantly flowed from the moft diftant 
tribes of the North **. The banks of the Rhine, 
from its fource to the ftreights of the ocean, were 
clofely planted with ftrong caftles and conve- 
nient towers; new works, and new arms, were 
invented by the ingenuity of a prince who was 
{killed in the mechanical arts } and his numerous 
levies of Roman and Barbarian youth were fe« 
verely trained in all the exercifes of war. The 
progrefs of the work, which was fometiraes op- 
pofed by modeft reprefentations, and fometimes 
by hoftile attempts, fecured the tranquillity of 
Gaul during the nine fubfequent years of the 
adminiftration of Yalentinian ^\ 

91 The expedition of Valentinian is related by Ammianus (xxvii. 
10.); and celebrated by Aufonius (Mofcll. 4»»» &c.), who fool- 
iflity fuppofeSy that the Romans were ignorant of the fourcet of the 
Danube. 

94> Immanis enim natio, jam inde ab incunabulis primis varietate 
cafuum imminuta : ita faepius adolefcit, ut fuiife longis faeculis sefti* 
meturintafta. Ammian. xxviii. 5. The Count de Boat (Hift. dca 
Peupiss de I'Snrope, torn. vi. p. 370.) afcribes the fecundity of 
the Alemannr to their eafy adoption of ftrangers. 

95 Ammian. xxviii. %. Zofimus, !• iv. p. 214.. The younger 
Vi^or mentions the mechanical genius of Valentinian^ nova arma 
ineditari ; fiogere terra feu limo iimulacra. 

That 


a84 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 
XXV. 


That prudent emperor, who diligently prafUfed 
the wife maxims of Diocletian, was ftudious to 
Th« Bur- foment and excite the inteftine divifions of the 
A.P>37i* tribes of Germany. About the middle of the 
fourth century, the countries, perhaps of Luface ; 
and Thuringia, on either fide of the Elbe, were 
occupied by the vague dominion of the Burgun- 
DiANS ; a warlike and numerous people of the 
Vandal race'% whofe obfcure name infenfibly 
fWelled into a powerful kingdom, and has finally 
fettled on a flourifliing province. The moft 
remarkable circumftance in the ancient* manners 
of the Burgundians, appears to have been the 
diflFerence of their civil and ecclefiaftical con- 
ftitution. The appellation of Hendinos was given 
to the king or general, and the title oi Sint/ius 
to the high-prieft, of the nation. The perfon of 
the pried was facred, and his dignity perpetual ; 
but the temporal government was held by a very 
precarious tenure. If the events of war accufed 
the courage or conduft of the king, he was im- 
mediately depofed ; and the injuftice of his fob- 
jeSs made him refponfible for the fertility of the 
earth, and the regularity of the feafons, which 
feemed to fall more properly within the facer- 
dotal department^'. The difputed poQeflion of 

96 Bellicofos et pubis immenfsB viribut affluentes $ et i4eo inetq* 
•ndos finitimis univerfiSf Ammian. xxviii, <• 

97 I am always apt to fufpe^l biltorians and travellers df imr 
proving extraordinary fa^s into general laws. Ammianus afcribet 
91 fimilar cuftom to Egypt ; and the Chineie have imputed it to tl|0 
Tatfin, or Roman empire (de Guignes, Hift. des HunS| tom« ii« 
part i. p. 79.)« 

fome 


/ 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. lis 

fome falt-pits'* engaged the Alemanni and the ^Jj^^^' 
Burgundians in frequent contefts : the latter were 
eadly tempted, by the fecret folidtations, and 
liberal offers, of the emperor; and their fabu. 
lous defcent from the Roman foldiers, who had 
formerly been left to garrifon the fortrefles of 
Drufus, was admitted with mutual credulity, as 
it was conducive to mutual intereft ^^ An army 
of fourfcore thoufand Burgundians foon appeared 
on the banks of the Rhine ; and impatiently re- 
quired the fupport and fubfidies which Valentinian 
had, promifed : but they were amufed with ex- 
cufes and delays, till at length, after a fruitlefs 
expeftaiion, they were compelled to retire. The 
arms and fortifications of the Gallic frontier 
checked the fury of their juft refentment; and 
their maffacre of the captives ferved to embitter 
the hereditary feud of the Burgundians and the 
Alemanni. The inconftancy of a wife prince 
may, perhaps, be explained by fome alteration 
of circumftances ; and perhaps, it was the origi- 
nal defign of Valentinian to intimidate, rather 
than to deftroy; as the balance of power would 
have been equally overturned by the extirpation 

9' Sallnarum finiutnque caufa Alemannis faepe jurgabant. Am* 
mian. xvviii. (5. Poflihly they difputcd the pofleflion of the SaU, 
a river which produced fait, and which had been the objeft of aa- 
citnt contention. Tacit. Annal. xiii. 57., and Lipiius ad loc. 

99 Jaai inde temporibus priicis fobolem fe efle Romanam Borgun* 
dii fciunt : and the vague tradition gradually aflumed a more regular 
form (Orof. 1. vii. c. 31.). It is annihilated by the decifive autho* 
rity of Pliny» who compofed the hiftory of Drufus, and ferved in 
Germany (Plin. Secund. Epift. iii. 5.), within fixty years after th« 
death of that hero. GirmMiurum gnurs quinquei Vindili) quoran 
fart BurffimBtiut, Sec* (Hift. Natur, iv. aS.). 

of 
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^ XXV ^' ^^ either of the German nations. Among the 
princes of the Alemanni, Macrianus, who, with a 
Roman name, had afiumed the arts of a foldier 
and a ftatefman, deferved his hatred and efteem. 
The emperorN himfelf, with a light and unincum- 
bered band, condefcended to pafs the Rhine, 
marched fifty miles into the country, and would 
infallibly have feized the objeQ; of his purfuit, 
if his judicious meafures had not been defeated 
by tbe impatience of the troops. Macrianus was 
afterwards admitted to the honour of a perfonal 
conference with the emperor; and the favours 
which he received, fixed him, till the hour of his 
death, a fteady and fincere friend of the repub- 
Kc •^. 

TbeSax. The land was covered by the fortifications of 
Valentinian; but the fea-coaft of Gaul and Bri- 
tain was expofed to the depredations of the Sax- 
ons. That celebrated name, in which we have a 
dear and domeftic intereft, efcaped the notice of 
Tacitus ; and in the maps of Ptolemy, it faintly 
marks the narrow neck of the Cimbric peninfula, 
and three fmall iilands towards the mouth of the 
Elbe"'. This contradked territory, the prefent 

v^o jiie wars and negociations^ relative to the Burgundians and 
Alemanniy are diftinf^ly related by Ammianus Marceiliniis (xxviiu 
5. xxix, 4« XXX. 3.)* Orofius (1. vii. c. 39.}, and the Chronicles 
of Jeroixi and Cafliodorius, fix fome dates^ and add fome circuoi- 
fllinces. 

«o» Ew Tw oMx^Bta, mj Ktfifi^uoK xiferoyuow, ^M^wii. At the northern 
extremity of the peninfula (the Cimbiic pronaontory of Pliny, ir» 
ft7.)y Ptolemy fixes the remnant of the GmM, He fills the interval 
between the Saxons and the Cimbri with fix obfcure tribes^ who 
wei*e united, as early as the fixth century, under the national appel. 
lation of Dsmm, See Cluvcfi German* Antiq. U iii« c. si, as, 23. 

Duchy 
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Duchy of Slefwig, or perhaps of Holftem, was ^ SJ^^* 
incapable, of pouring forth the inexhauftible 
fwarms of Saxons who reigned over the ocean, 
who filled the Britifli ifland with their language, 
their laws, and their colonies ; and who fo long 
defended the liberty of the North againft the 
arms of Charlemagne'®*. The foluiitjn of this 
difficulty is eafily derived from the fimilar man- 
ners, and loofe conftitution, of the tribes of Ger* 
many; which were blended with each other by 
the flighteft accidents of war or friendftiip. The 
fituation of the native Saxons difpofed them to 
embrace the hazardous profeflions of fifliermen 
and pirates ; and the fuccefs of their firft adven- 
tures would naturally excite the emulation of th'feir 
braveft countrymen, who were impatient of the 
gloomy folitude of their woods and mountains. 
Evefy tide might float down the Elbe whole 
fleets of canoes, filled with hardy and intrepid 
aiTociates, who afpired to behold the unbounded 
profpeft of the ocean, and to tafte the wealth and 
luxury of unknown worlds. It fhould feem pro- 
bable, however, that the moft numerous auxili- 
aries of the Saxons were furiiifhed by the nations 
who dwelt along the fhores of the Baltic. They 
pofleffed arms and fhips, the art of navigation, 
and the habits of naval war ; but the difficulty of 
ifluing through the northern columns of Hercu- 


io» M. d^Anville (EtablilTement des Etats de rEuropCf &c. 
p. 19—26.) has marked the cxteniive limits of tlie Saxony of Char- 
lemagne* 


les 
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ks ***' (which, during feveral months of the year^ 
are obftrufted with ice) confined their (kill and 
courage within the limits of a fpacious lake. 
The rumour of the fuceefsful armaments which 
failed from the mouth of the Elbe, would foon 
provoke them to crpfs the narrow ifthmus of SleC- 
wig, arid to launch their veffels on the great fea* 
The various troops of pirates and adventurers, 
who fought under the fame ftandard, were infen- 
fibly united in a permanent focietj, at firft of 
rapine, and afterwards of government. A mi* 
litary confederation was gradually moulded into a 
national body, by the gentle operation of mar- 
riage and confanguinity ; and the adjacent tribes, 
who folicited the alliance, accepted the name and 
laws, of the Saxons. If the faft were not efta- 
blifhed by the mofl unqueftionable evidence, we 
fliould appear to abufe the credulity of our read- 
ers, by the defcription of the veffels in which 
the Saxon pirates ventured to fport in the waves 
of the German Ocean, the Britifli Channel, and 
the Bay of Bifcay. The keel of their large flat- 
bottomed boats, was framed of light timber, 
but the fides and upper works confifted only of 
wicker, . with a covering of ftrong hides ****. 

In 

<oi The fleet of Drufus had faileJ in their attempt to pafs* or evea 
to approach^ the Scnnd (ftyled, from an obvious refemblancey the co^ 
lumns of Hercales) ; and the navai enterprise was never refumed 
(Tacit, de Moribus German, c. 34.). The knowledge which the 
Romans acquired of the naval powers of the Baltic (c« 44, 450» 
was obtained by their land journies in ftarch of amber. 
- 104 Quin et Aremoricus piratam Saxwa trafiu8 »« ■ ■ 
Sperabat; cui pelle falum fulcare Britannum 
Ludus} et afTuto glaucum mare findere lembo. 

Sidon* in Panegyr. Avit. 569. 

The 


dp THE ROMAN EMPIRi. itg 

In the courfe of their flow and diftant naviga- ^ J^^ ^* 
tions, they muft always have been expofed to 
the danger, and verjr frequently to the misfor- 
tone, of (hipwreck ; and the naval annals of the 
Saxons were undoubtedly filled with the accounts 
of the loffes which they fuftained on the coafts 
of Britain and Gaul. But the daring fpirit of 
the pirates braved the perils, both of the fea, and 
of the flibre: their Ikill was cohfirmed by the 
habits of enterprize ; the meaneft of their mari- 
ners was alike capable of handling an oar, of 
rearing a fail, or of conducing a veflel ; and the 
Saxons rejoiced in the appearance of a tempeft, 
which concealed their defign, and difperfed the 
fleets of the enemy "'*.. After they had acquired 
an accurate knowledge of the maritinle pro- 
vinces of the Weft, they extended the fcene of 
their depredation^, and the nloft fequefterdd pflaces 
had no reafon to prefume on their fecurity. The 
Saxon boats drew fo little water, that they could 
cafily proceed fourfcore or an hundred miles 
up the great rivers ; their weight wais fo incon- 
fiderable, that they were tranfported on waggons 
from one river to another ; and the pirates xtha 
had entered the ihouth of the Seine, or of the 

. * ' '' 

The genius of Caefar imitated* for a particular fervice^ thefe rude^ 
but lighty veifeis, which were likewife ufed by the natives of Britain 
(Comment, de Bell. Civil, i. 51. and Gdichardt, Nouveaiix Me- 
tnoi'res Militairef, tom, ii. p. 4I) 4i.)* The Britifli VefTels ^Oul4 
now adoiiiih the genius of Csefar. ) 

^*^S The befl original account of the Saxon pir^es may be found 
in Sidohius ApoUinaris (1. viii, epift. 6. p. 223. edit. Sirmond.)^ 
ahd the teft tonlmentary ii\ the Abb6 du Bos (Hid. Critique de la. 
Monarchic Francoife, &c, torn. i. 1. i* c. x6. p» 14^— 135> Se<e 
likewife p. 77, 73. ;» ' ' 

Vot. IV* f llbme, 
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c j«^A p. Rhine might defcendaL with the rapid dream of 
^—^ .^^ the Rhone, into the Mediterranean. Under the 
A.D, 371, ^eign of Valentinian, the maritime provinces of 
Gaul were afHided by the Saxons: a military 
count was ftationed for the defence of the fea- 
coafl:, or Armorican limit; and that officer, 
who found his ftrength, or his abilities, unequal 
to the talk, implored the afliftance of Severus, 
mafter-general of the infantry. The Saxons, 
furrounded and out-numbered, wer^ forced to 
relinquifli their fpoil, and to yield a {ele£t band 
of their tall , and robuft youth to ferve in the 
Imperial armies. They (lipulated only a fafe and 
honourable retreat: and the condition was rea- 
dily granted by the Roman general ; who medi- 
tated an aft of perfidy ■*% imprudent as it was 
inhuman, while a Sa:^on remained alive, and in 
arms, to revenge the fate of his countrymen. 
The premature eagern,efs of the infantry, who 
were fecretly pofled in a deep valley, betrayjed 
the ambufcade; and they would perhaps have 
fallen the viftims of their own treachery, if a 
large body of cuiraffiers, alarmed by the aoife 
of the combat, had not haflily advanced to ex- 
tricate their companions, and to oiterwhelm the 
undaunted valour of the Saxons. Some of the 
prifoners were faved from the edge of the fword, 
to (bed their blood in the amphitheatre : and the 
orator Symmachus complains, that twenty-nine 
of thofe defperate favages, by ftranglmg them- 

><^ AmmiaD. '(xxyiii. 5.) juftifiet this breach of faith to pijratet 
and robbers; and Orofius (1. vii. c. 31.) more clearly expreH^ their 
real guilt } virtute atqoe agilitate ternbiles. 

*3 iiflres 


fekes ifrkh their owii hands, had dlfappointed ^ xxv^* 
the atnufement of the pubUc4 Tet the polite and ^m^>t'^ 
pfatlofopMc dtij^ens of Rome Were imprefled 
^ith the deepeft horror, when they were m» 
formed, that the Sascons eonfecrated to the gods 
the tythe of their human fpoil j Jind j that they 
afcertained by lot the objects of the barbarous (a- 
crifice •*'* 

11. The fabulous Colonies of £gyptians and th Bau 
Trojans, of Scandinavians and Spaniards, which 5*^^^^^.^. 
flattered the pride^ and amufed the credulity, of andPiat. 
out rude anceftors, have infenfibly vanidied in 
the light of fcience and philofophy ***•* The pre- 
fent age Is fatisfied with the fimple and rational 
opinion, that the iilands of Great Britain and 
Ireland were gradually peopled from the adjacent 
contment of CauL ^rom the coaft of Kent, to 
the extremity of Caithnefs and Ulfter, the me* 
mory of a Celtic origin v^as diftinftly preferved, 
in the perpetual refemblance of language, of re- 
ligion, and of manners : and the peculiar cha« 
racers of the Britifh tribes, might be naturally 
afcribed to the influence of accidental and locsd 

to7 Sytumachtis (], If. tp\2t. 46.) fttll preibmet to mention the 
facied namei of Socrates and pbiloibphy. Sidonius^ biihop of CIcr* 
tuoat, might condemti (1. viin epi^. 6«) with itft inconfiftenc/f the 
human facrifices of the Sa:tons« 

>os Iq the beginning of the laft centiuy* the learned Camden 
was obliged to underarine^ with refpcAfnl fcepticifm^ the romance 
of BtMiui the Trojan j who is now buried in filent obKvioD> with 
JSctt0, the daughter of PJiaraob, and her numerous progeny. Yet 
I am informed, that fome champions of the Miltfian ulmy m»y ftili - 
b^ found among the original natives of Ireland. A people diflatif* 
fied with their prefent cohditioui grafp at any yifiont of their paft or 
future glory* 

U a €ircum« 
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CHAP, circumflances '°'. The Roman province was re* 
duced to the ftate of civilized and peaceful fer- 
vitude: the rights of favage freedom were con- 
trafted to the narrow limits of Caledonia. The 
inhabitants of that northern region were divided, 
as early as the reign of Conftantine, between the 
two great tribes of the Scots and of the Picts **% 
who have fince experienced a very diflferent for- 
tune. The power, and alnioil the memory, of 
the Pifts, have been extinguiflied by their fuc- 
cefsful rivals; and the Scots, after maintaining 
for ages the dignity of an independent kingdom, 
have multiplied, by an equal and voluntary 
union, the honours of the Englifli name. The 
hand of nature had contributed to mark the an- 
cient diftinftion of the Scots and Pids. The 

*i>9 Tacitus, or rather his father-in-law Agricola, might remark 
tlte Gerikian or Spanifh complexion of fpme Britilh tribes. But it 
was their fober deliberate opinion : <' In univerfum tamen sefti. 
"* manti Gallds Vicinurn folum occupalTe credibile eft. Korum facra 
** deprehentlas . . . fermo haud multum diverfus (in Vit. Agricol. 
■* c. xi.)." CicCii' had obfcr^ed their common religion (Comment, 
de Bello Galileo, vi. 13.} ; and in his time the emigration from 
iht Belgic Gaul was a recent, or at leaft an hidorical event (v. 10.). 
Camden, the Britifli Strabo, has modeftly afccrtained our genuine 
antiquities (Britannia, vol, i. Introduction, p. ii — xxxi.). 

>^'<3 In the dark and doubtful paths of Caledonian antiquity, I 
have chofen for my guides two learned and ingenious Highlanders, 
Whom their birth and education had peculiarly qualified for that 
office. See Critical Differiations on the Origin, Antiquities, &c. 
of the Caltdoniahs, by Dr, John Macpherfon, London, 1768, in 
4to. 5 and, IntroduAion to the Hiftory of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, by James Macj^erfon, Efq. London, 1773, in 410, third edit. 
Dr. Macpherfon was a nhiniftet in the ifle of Sky : and it is a cir- 
cumftance honourable for the prefent age, thatawoik, replete with 
erudition and criticifm, (hould have been compofed in the moft remote 
»i the Hebridet. 

former 
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former were the men of the hills, and the latter ^ ^^t, •*• 
thofe of the plain. The eaftern coaft of Cale- 
donia may be confidered as a level and fertile 
country, which, even in a rude ftate of tillage, 
was capable of producing a confiderable quantity 
of com ; and the epithet of cruitjiich^ or whpat- 
eaters, exprefled the contempt, or envy, of the 
carnivorous highlander. The cultivation of the 
earth might introduce a more accurate reparation 
of property, and the habits of a fedentary life j 
but the love of arms and rapine was fllU the rul- 
ing paflion of the Pifts ; and their warriors, who 
ftripped themfelves for a day of battle, were di- 
ftinguiflied, in the eyes of tite Romans, by the 
ftrange fafhion of painting their naked bodies 
with gaudy colours and fantaftic figures. The 
weftern part of Caledonia irregularly rifes into 
wild and barren hills, which fcarcely repay the 
toil of the hufbandman, and are mod profitably 
ufed for the pafture of cattle. The highlanders 
were condemned to the occupations of fhepherds 
and hunters ; and as they feldom were fixed to 
any permanent habitation,^ they acquired the ex- 
pre(five name of Scots, which, in the Celtic 
tongue, is faid to be equivalent to that of wan^ 
derersj or vagrants* The inhabitants of a barren 
land were urged to feek a frefh fupply of food in 
the waters. The deep lakes and bays which in- 
terfeO: their country, are plentifully ftpred with 
flflij and they gradually ventured to cafl: their 
nets in the waves of the ocean. The vicinity 
pf the Hebrides, fo profufely fcattered along the 

V i weftern 
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c H A p« wederii coafl: of Scotland^ tempted th^r ^uvlpt^ 
fity, and imprpved their fkiU ; and they aoquiredt 
by flow degrees^ the art, or rather the h^it9 of. 
managing their beats in a tempeftuoua fea, m^ 
of {leering their nocturnal courfe by the light oC 
the well-known ftarSf The two hold headlapds 
of Caledonia almod: touch the flkore^^ of a fy^ 
cious ifland, which obtained, from its luxi^riant 
vegetation, the epithet of Grem ; ?nd has pre- 
ferved, \yith a flight alteration, the name of Erin, 
or lerne, or Ireland. It is probable^ that in fpme 
remote period of antiquity, the fertile plains of 
tJlfter received a colony of hungry Scsots ^ and 
that the flranger^s qf the North, who had dared 
to encounter the arais^^fjth^ legions, fpread their 
conqueflis over the favage and unwarlik^ native^ 
of a folitary ifland. It is sertain^ thajt, in th^ 
declining age of the Roman empire, Cale^nia,^ 
Ireland, and the Ifle of Man, were unhabit^d by 
the Scots, and that the kindred tribes, who 
were often aflbciated in military enterpriz^e, were 
deeply aflTeded by the various accidents; of th^eir 
mutual fortunes. They loijg cheriihed the lively 
tradition of their common name and origin} 
and the miffionaries of the Ifle. of Saints, whq 
diffufpd the light of Gbriftianity over North Bri* 
tain, ellabliflied the vain opinipn, tha( th^if Irifli 
countrymen were the natural as well as fpiritua) 
fathers of the Scottifli race. The loofe aind ob« 
fcure tradition has been preferved. by the vene- 
rable 9ede, who fcattered fome rays of light over 
the darknefs of the eighth century. On this 

night 
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fl^ht foundation, an huge fuperftru^ure of fable ^ ^^^^ **• 
was gradually reared, by the bards, and the ^-*^ v **»^ 
monks ; two orders of men, who equally abufed 
the privUege of fiftion. The Scotti(h nation, 
with miftaken pride, adopted their IriOi genealogy: 
and the annals of a long line of imaginary kings 
have been adorned by the fancy of Boethius, and 
the claffic elegance c^ Buchanan "\ 

Six years after the death of Conftantine, the Their m* 
deftmaive inroads of the Scots and Pifts required ""^^^^^^^ 
the prefence of his youngeft fon, who reigned a.d. 
m the weftern empire, Conftans vifited his ^^^""56^- 
Britifh dominions : but we may form fome efti- 
mate of the importance of his atchievements, by 
the language of panegyric, which celebrates only 

I" The Irifli defcent of the Scots has been revived, in the lad 
moments of its decay, and ftrennoufly fupported, by the Rev. Mr. 
Whitaker (Hift. of Manchefter, vol. i. p. 43o» 43«' 5 and Genuine 
Hiftory of the Britons aflferted, &c. p. 154-— «91 )• ^^^ *** acknow- 
ledges, I. Thaf the Scots of Ammianus Marcellinus (A.D. 540*) 
were already fettled in Caledonia; and that the Roman authors do 
rot afford i|ny hints of their emigration from another country, a. 
^hat ifO the accounts of fuch emigrations, which have been aflejrted, 
or received, by Iri(h bards, Scotch biftorians, or Englifli antiqua- 
ries (Buchanan, Cambden, Uflier, Stillingfleet, &c.). are totally 
fabulous. 3. That three of the Irifli tribes, which are mentioned 
by Ptolemy (A. D. 150.). were of Caledonian exiraaion. 4. That 
a younger branch of Caledonian princes, of the houfe of Fingal, 
acquired and poffeiTcd the monarchy of Ireland. After thefe con- 
ceffiona, the remaining difference between Mr. Whitaker and his 
advcrfaries is minute and obfcure. The gamine biftorj which he 
produces, of a Fergus, the coufin of Offian, who was tranfplanted 
CA. D, 3*0.) from Ireland to Caledonia, is built on a conjeftural 
iuppleroent to the Erfe poetry j and the feeble evidence of Richard 
of Cirenceftcr, a monk of the fourteenth century. The lively I'piiit 
of the learned and ingenious antiquarian has tempted him to fofget 
the nature of a queftioD, which he fo vebemntly debates, and fo sh/tf^ 
A.^ decides. ^^ ^.^ 
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^xxv^' his triumph over the elements; or, in. othe* 
words, the good fortune of a fafe and eafy pafc 
fage from the port of Boulogne to the harbour 
of Sandwich "*. The calamities which the af- 
flided provincials continued to experience, from 
foreign war and domeftic tyranny, were aggra- 
vated by the feeble and corrupt adminiftration of 
the eunuchs of Conftantius ; and the tranfient 
relief which they^ might obtain from the virtues 
of Julian, was foon loil by the abfence and death 
of their benefaftor. The furas of gold and fil- 
ver which had been painfully collefted, or libe- 
jally tranfmitted, for the payment of the troops, 
were intercepted by the avarice of the command- 
ers ; difcharges, or, at leaft, exemptions, from 
the military fervice, were publickly fold ; the 
diftrefs of the foldiers, who were injurioufly der 
prived of their legal and fcanty fubfiftence, pror 
voiced them to frequent defertion ; the nerves of 
difcipline were relaxed, and the highways were 
infefted with rpbbers"\' The oppreffion of the 
good, and the impunity of the wicked, equally 
contribpted to diffufe through the ifland a fpirif: 
of difcontent and revolt ; and every ambitious 
fubjeft, every defperate exile, might entertain a 
reafonable hope of fubyerting the weak and dif- 

*«» Hycme tumentes ac faevicntcs undas calcaftis Oceani fub re. 
mis vefttis ; . . , inrpcratam imperatoris faciem Britannus expavit* 
Julius Firmicus Maternus de Errore Profan. Relig. p. 464. edit. 
Gronov. ad calccm Minuc. Fael. See Tillemont (Hift. des Empe- 
reurs, torn. iv. p. 336.). 

"3 Libanrus, Orat. Parent, c, xxxix. p. 364. This curious pa|- 
fajje has efcaped the diJigcnce of our Briliih antiquaries, 

trafted 
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traded government of Britain. The hoftile tribes ^ ? ^ **• 
of the North, who deteftcd the pride and power 
of the King of the World, fufpended their do- 
meflic feuds ; and the Barbarians of the land and 
&a, the Scots, the PiAs, and the Saxons, fpread 
themfelves, with rapid and irrefidible fury, from 
the wall of Antoninus to the fhores of Kent. 
Every produftion of art and nature, every objeft 
of convenience or luxury, which they were in- 
capable of creating by labour, or procuring by 
trade, was accumulated in the rich and fruitful 
province of Britain "*. A philofopher may de- 
plore the eternal difcord of the human race, but 
he will confefs, that the defire of fpoil is a more 
rational provocation than the vanity of conqueft. 
From the age of Conftantine to that of the Plan- 
tagenets, this rapacious fpirit continued to in- 
ftigate the poor and hardy Caledonians : but the 
&me people, whofe generous humanity feems to 
infpire the fongs of Oflian, was difgraced by a 
favage ignorance of the virtues of peace, and of 
the laws of war. Their fouthern neighbours have 
felt, and perhaps exaggerated, the cruel depre- 
dations of the Scots and Fids "' : and a valiant 


lU The Caledonians praifed and coveted the gold, the fteeds, tbt 
lights, &cl of the ftranger. See Dr. Blair's DiiTertation on OiTian, 
vol. ii. p. 343$ and Mr. Macpherfon's Introdu^ion, p. 241— a86. 

"^ Lord Littleton has circumftantially related (Hiilory of Henry 
II. vol. i. p. iSa.), and Sir David Dalrymple has flightly men- 
tioned (Annals of Scotland, vol. i. p. 69.), a barbarous inroad of 
the ScoU, at a time (A. D. 11 37.) when ]aw> religion, and fociety^ 
tnuft have (bftened their primitive manners* 


tribe 
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CHAP, tribe of Caledonia, the Attacotti "•, the enemieff. 

XXV 

>^^r-,-^' and afterwards the foldier^, of Valentinian, ^re 
accufed, by an eye^witnefs, of delighting in the 
tafte of human fie(h. When they hunted the 
woods for prey, it is faid, that they attacked the 
fliepherd rather than his flock; and that tbey 
curiouily feleded the mod delicate and brawny 
parts, both of noales and females, Which they 
prepared for their horrid repafts"\ If, in the 
neighbourhood of the commercial and literary 
town of Glafgow, a race of cannibals has really 
exifted, we may contemplate, in the period of 
the Scottiih hidory, the oppofite extremes of fa* 
vage and civilifed life. Such refleflions tend to 
enlarge the circle of our ideas ; and to encourage 
the pleafing hope, that New Zealand may pro- 
duce, in fome future age, the Hume of the 
Southern Hemifphere. 
Kriiora- Every mefienger who efcaped acrofs the Britiih 

Britain hy ^^aJ^i^eU convcycd the moft melancholy and 
Theodo- alarming tidings to the ears of Valentinian ; and 
A.D. the emperor was foon informed, that the two 
S67-570* military commanders of the province had beca 
furprifed and cut off by the Barbarisms. Severus, 

'*^ Attacotti bellicofa hominum naticu Ammian. xxvii. S« 
Cambilen (Introdu^l. p. c!ii.) has reftored their true name in the 
text of Jerotti. The bands of Attacotti, which Jerom had feen in 
Gaul, were afterwards ftationed in Italy and Illyricyin (Notitiaf 
S. viit. xxxix, xl.). 

<>7 Cuin ipfe adolefccntulus in Gallil viderim Attacottos (or Sco« 
tos) gentcm Britannicam humania vefci carnibus ^ et cum per fiivas 
procorum greges, et armentorutn pcciidumqae reperiant, paftorum 
nates et feminarum papilUi folere abicindere i et has foiat ciborum 
delicias arbitrari. Such is the evidence of Jerom (torn* ii* p. 75*}« 
whofe veracity I fiod no reafon to t^uei^ioA* 

count 
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tount of the domeftics, was haftily difpatched^ ^juy/' 
^ind a& fuddbniy recalled, by the court of Treves. 
T&e re|irefentations of Jovious ferved only to 
iftdieate the greatnefs of the evil; and, after a 
long and fi^ious confultation, the defence, or 
irather the recovery, of Britain, was entrufted to 
lh€ abilities of the brave Theodofius. The ex- 
ploits of that general, the father of a line of 
enkperors, have been celebrated, with peculiar 
complacency, by the writers of the age : but his 
real merit deferved their applaufe; and his no* 
Hiination was received, by the army and province, 
as a fure prefage of approaching vidtory. He 
feized the favourable moment of navigation, and 
fecurely landed the numerous and veteran bands 
of the Heruli and Batavians, the Jovians and the 
Vi^rs. In his march from Sandwich to Lon- 
(io&» Theodofius defeated feveral parties of the 
barbarians,, releafed a multitude of captives, and, 
;ifirer diftributing to his foldiers a fmall portion 
of the fpoil, eftabliAed the fame of difinterefted 
jtiAice, by the reftitution- of the remainder to the 
nghtfiil proprietors. The citizens of London, 
who:^ had almoft defpaired of their fafety, threw 
open their gates ; and as foon as Theodofius had 
obtained from the court of Treves the important 
aid of a military lieutenant, and a civil governor, 
he executed, with wifdom and vigour, the labo* 
rious taik of the deliverance of Britain. The 
vagrant foldiers were recalled to their ftandard; 
^ edi£l of amnefty difpelled the public appre- 
{i^fions ; and his cheerful example alleviated the 

rigour 
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CHAP, rigour of martial difcipline. The fcattered and 
v—v-w defultory warfare of the Barbariansf, who infefted 
the land and fea, deprived him of the glory of a 
fignal vidory; but the prudent fpirit, and con- 
A.D368, fummate art, of the Roman general, were dif- 
•*^ 5^*9- played in the operations of two campaigns, 
which fucceffively refcued every part of the pro- 
vince from the hands of a cruel and rapacious 
enemy* The fplendour of the cities, and the fe- 
curity of the fortifications, were diligently reftor- 
cd, by the paternal care of Theodofius: who 
with a flrong hand confined the trembling Cale- 
donians to the northern angle of the iiland ; and 
perpetuated, by the name and fettlement of the 
,xi€iw province ^of Vakntia, the glories of the reign 
of Valcntinian"'. The voice of poetry and 
panegyric may add, perhaps with fome degree of 
truth, that the unknown regions of Thuld were 
ftained with the blood of the lipids ; that the 
oars of Theodofius dafiied the wzvcs of the Hy- 
perborean ocean; and that the diftant Orkneys 
were the fcene of his naval viftory over the 
Saxon pirates "% Pe left the province with a 

. fiaiir, 

*^ Ammlanus has concifely reprefented (xx. x. xxvi« 4>« xxvii. 
S» xxviii. 3.) the whole fertes of the Britifli war. 
>*9 HoiTeicit .... racibus . • • • impervia Thul«. 
Ille • . . • nee falfo nomine Pi6los 
EJomuit. Scotumque vago mucrone fecutu^ 
Fregit Hyperboreas renaia audacibus undas. 

Claudian, in iii Conf. Honofiii ver« 5}} See* 
— — Mailuerunt Saxone fufo 
Orendes : incaluit Pi^orum fanguine Thule* 
^ ScQioruna cuinulos fltvit gtacialis lerne. 

I/i iv Conf, Hon. vert 3I9 &c« 

Sec 
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fair, as tvell as fplendid, reputation : and' was ^J^^^^* 
immediately promoted to the rank of mafter-gene- ^^^^^^-i-^ 
ral of the cavalry, by a prince, v^ho could applaud, 
without envy, the merit of his fervants. In the 
important ftation of the Upper I^anube, the con- 
queror of Britain checked and defeated the armies 
of the Alemanni, before he was cho&n to fupprefs 
the revolt of Africa. 

III. The prince who refufes to be the judge, nr. 
inftru^s his people to confider him. as the accom- xyrVimy* 
plice, of his miniftersi The military command ot Roai«- 
of Africa had been long exercifed by Count A.b.364» 
Romanus, and his abilities were not inadequate ^^ 
to his ftation : but, as fordid intereft was the fole 
motive of his condud, he afted, on mod occa- 
fion^, as if he had been the enemy of the pro* 
vince, and the friend of the Barbarians of the 
defert* The three flourifliing cities of Oea, 
Leptis, and Sabrata, which, under the name of 
Tripoli, had long conftituted a foederal union ■*% 
were obliged, for the firft time, to (hut their gates 
againfi: a hoftile invafion; feveral of their mod 
honourable citizens were furprifed and maflacred ; 
the villages, and even the fuburbs, were piU 

See likewife Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 5.)* But it is not eafy 
to 'appreciate the intrinfic value of flattery and mnaphor* Compare 
the Britijb viSiorUs of Bolanus (Statius, Siiv. v. i.) with his real 
cbarafler (Tacit, in Vit. Agricol. c. i$.)» 

x&o Aminianus frequently mentions their concilium annuum^ 
tegitimum, &c. Leptis and Sabrata are long fince ruined j but the 
city of Oea^ the native country of Apuletus, ftill ilourlfltcs under the 
provincial- denomination of 7r;]^i^'. See Cellarius (Geograpb. Aoti« 
qua, torn. ii. part ii. p. St.), D*AnvilLe (Geographic Ancienne^ 
torn, ill. p. 7i» 7aOi ^^^^ Marmoi ( Afrique^ torn, ii. p. $6%,). 

*4 lage^J 
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bgedi and the Vines and fruit-tree^ of that rich 
territorj Were extupated by the maficious farage^ 
of Getulia* The unhappy provincial implored 
die prote&ion of Romanus } but tbey foon found 
that their military governor was not lefa ^rodt 
tod rapacious than the Barbarians* As they were 
incapable of furaiftnog tiie four thoufand camelsy 
and the exorbitant prefent^ which he Fe<}uired^ 
before he would makji; to the affift^inte of Tri^ 
poll; his demand was equivalent to a tefti&l^ 
and be might juitly be acox&d as the author of 
the public cal^nity* In the annual: aifembiy 6§ 
the three cities^ they nominated two depudes^ 
t^ lay at die feet of Valentinian the cmftomary 
ofiering of a gold vidory ; and to accompany thit 
tribute, of duty, rather than of gratitude, with 
tjieir hunable complaint, that tfaey were ruined' 
by the eneiny» and betrayed by their gov^non 
li the feverity of Valentintan. had been rightly 
dire^ed, it would have fallen on the guilty head 
of Romanus. But ,the Count, long exerdficd in 
the arts of corruption^ had diipatched a (wift and 
truity meflf^ng^ to fecure the venal fiiendfliip of 
Remigius, mafter of the offices. The wifdou 
of the Imperial council was deceived by artifice ; 
and their honefl indignation was cooled by delays 
At length, when the repetition of complaint had 
been juflified by the repetition of public misfor- 
tunes, the notary Palladius was fent fronji the 
court of Treves, to examine the flate of Africa^ 
and the conduft of Romanus. The rigid im* 
pardality of Palladius was eafily difarmed: ha 

wai 
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Va$ tem{>t«d to referve for himfelf a pwt <rf the ^ ^kV.*** 
public treafure, \vbich he brought with htm for 
the payment of the troc^ ; and from the moment 
that he wa9 confcious of his own guih, he could 
no longer refufe to atteft the innocence and merit 
of the Cooni. The charge of the Tripolitant 
was declared to be faife and friYoious j and PaU 
iadius hknfelf wa« fent back from Treves to 
A&ka, with a fpecial commiffion to difcover 
and profecute the authors of thi$ impious con- 
^iraqr agamft the reprefentatives of the fovereign. 
His enquiries were managed with fo much dex« 
terity and fuccefs^ that he compelled the citizens 
of Leptis, who had fuftained a recent fiege of 
ei^t days, to contradi£l the truth of their own 
decrees, and to cenfure the behaviour of their 
own deputies* A bloody fentence was pronoun- 
ced, without hefitation, by the raih and headftrong 
cruelty of Val^entinian. The prefident of Tri- 
poli, who had prefumed to pity the dftVefs of 
&e province, was publicly executed at Utica; 
four diftinguiihed citizens were put to death, as 
die accomplices of the imaginary fraud ; and the 
tongues of two others were cut out, by the ex- 
preis ord^r of the emperor. Romanus, elated 
by impunity, and irritated by refiftance, was 
ftill continued in the military command ; till the 
Africans were provoked by his avarice, to join the 
rebellious ftandard of Firmus, the Moor "'• 


m 

. *** Ammiao.xvlii. 6. Tillemofit (Hift* des Empereurs^ torn. V* 
p« %$, 676.) has dUcufled the chronological diiGcuItiet of the hif- 
tory of Count Romanus* 

His 
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His father Nabal was one of the richeft and 
moft powerful of the Moorifli princes, who ac* 
Ktous*^ knowledged the fupremacy of Rome. But as he 
A.D.S72. left, either by his* wives or concubines, a very 
numerous pofterity, the weahhy inheritance was 
tagerly difputed ; and Zamma, one of his fons, 
was flain in a domeftic quarrel by his brother 
Firmus. The implacable zeal, with which Kd* 
manus profecuted the legal revenge of this mur* 
der, could be afcribed only to a motive of ava^^ 
rice, or perfonal hatred: but, on this occafion, 
his claims were jud ; his influence was weighty ; 
and Firmus clearly underftood, that he muft 
cither prefent his neck to the executioner, or ap- 
peal from the fentence of the Imperial confiftory, 
to his fword, and to the people '*** He waft 
received as the deliverer of his country ; and^ as 
foon as it appeared, that Romanus was formid* 
able only to a fubmiflive province, the tyrant of 
Africa became the objeft of univerfal contempt* 
The ruin of Csefarea, which was plundered and 
. burnt by the licentious Barbarians, convinced the 
refraftory cities of the danger of refiftancejthe 
power of Firmus was eftablilhed, at leaft in the 
provinces of Mauritania and Numidia; and it 
feemed to be his only doubt, whether he (hould 
aflume the diadem of a Moorifli king, or the 
purple of a Roman emperor. Bat the imprudent 

'^* The chronology of Ammianus is Ioo(e and obfcure; and 
Oro6u8 (I. vit. c. ^3. p. 551. edit.-Havercaaip.) feems to place thf 
revolt of Ftrmns after the deaihs of Valentiilian and Valens. Til* 
lemont (Hiil. des £mp. torn. v. p. 691.) endeavours to pick bis 
way. The patient and fure-footed mule of the Alps may be trit^ 
(d if% the moft flippery paths* 
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and unhappy Africans foon difcorered, that, m ^"xv,^' 
this rafh infurredion, they had not fufficiently ^^^^^'^'^ 
confulted their own ftrength^'or the abilities of 
their leader. Before he could procure any cer- 
tain intelligence, that the emperor of the Weft 
had fixed the choice of a general, or that a fleet 
of tranfports was coUeded at the mouth of the 
Rhone, he was fuddenly informed, that the great Theodo* 
Theodofius, with a fmall band of veterans, had J"rVAW. 
landed near Igilgilis, or Gigeri, on the African ca, 
coafl; and the timid ufurper funk under the af- ' *^^^* 
cendant of virtue and military genius. Though 
Firmus pofleffed arms and treafures, his defpair 
of vidory immediately reduced him to the ufe of 
thofe arts, which, in the fame country, and in a 
fimilar fituadon, had formerly been pra6Ufed by 
the crafty Jugurtha. He attempted to deceive, 
by an apparent fubmiilion, the vigilance of the 
Roman general ; to feduce the fidelity of his ' 
troops ; and to protrad the duration of the war, 
by fucceffively engaging the independent tribes 
of Africa to efpoufe his quarrel, or to protect his 
flight. Theodofius imitated the example, and 
obtained the fuccefs, of his predeceflbr Metel- 
lus. When Firmus, in the charafter of a fup- 
pliant, accufed his own rafhnefs, and humbly 
folicited the clemency of the emperor, the lieu- 
tenant of Valentinian received and difmiffed him 
with a friendly embrace; but he diligently re- 
quired the ufefiil and fubftantial pledges of a fin- 
cere repentance; nor could he be perfuaded, 
by the aflurances of peace, to fufpend, for an 
Vol. IV, X inftant, 
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c XXV ^' i^ft^^ Ae operations of an aftivc war. A dark 
confpiracy was detefted by the penetration of 
Theodofius ; and he fatisfied, without much re- 
lu^nce, th^ public indignation, which he had 
fecretly excited. Several of the guilty^ accom- 
plices of Firmus were abandoned, according to 
ancient cuftom, to the tumult of a military exe- 
cution \ many more, by the amputation of both 
their hands, continued to exhibit an inftru^ive 
fpedacle of horror ; the 'hatre4 of the rebels was 
accompanied with fear ; and the fear of the Ro- 
man foldiers was mingled with refpe^ful ad^iira- 
tion. Amidfl: the boundlefs plains of Getulia, 
and the innumerable vallies of mount Atlas, it 
was impoffible to prevent the efcape of Firmus : 
and if the ufurper could have tired the patience 
of his antagonift, he would have fecured his per- 
fon in the depth of fome remote foUtude^ and 
expeded the hopes of a future revolution. He 
was fubdued by the perfeverance of Theodofius ; 
who had formed an inflexible determination^ 
that the war (hould end only by the death of the 
tyrant j ?md that every nation of Africa, which 
prefumed to fupport his caufe, ihouM be involved 
in his ruin. At 'the head of a fmall body of 
troops, which feldom exceeded three thoufand 
five hundred men, the Roman general advanced 
with a fleady prudence, devoid of raibnefs or of 
fear, into the heart of a country, where he was 
fometiraes attacked by armies of twenty thoufand 
Moors. The boldnefs of his charge difmayed 
th& irregular Barbarians ; they were difconcerted 

by 
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by his fieafonable and orderly retreats ; they were ^ " ^ ^* 
continually baffled by the unknown refources of 
the military art ; and they felt and confeiTed the 
juft fuperiority which was aflbmed by the leader 
of a civilifed nation. When Theodofius entered 
the extenfive dominions of Igmazen, king of the 
Ifadenfes, the haughty favage requirqdy in words 
of defiance, his name, and the object of his ex- 
pedition. ** I am," replied the ftern and difdainful 
count, ** I am the general of Valentinian, the 
•^ lord of the world; who has fent me hither 
*' to purfue and punifli a defperate robber. Deli- 
^^ ver him inftantly into my hands; and be af- 
^^ fured, that if thou doft not obey the commands 
•* of my invincible fovereign, thou, and the people 
" over whom thou reigneft, Ihall be utterly ex- 
^' tirpated.'' As foon as Igmazen was fatisfied, 
that his enemy had ftrength and refolution to 
execute the fatal menace, he confented to purchafe 
a neceflary peace by the facrifice of a guilty fugitive, 
llie guards that were placed to fecure the perfon 
of Firmus, deprived him of the hopes of efcape ; 
and the Moorifli tyrant, after wine had extin- 
guifhed the fen(e of danger, difappointed the in- 
fultinff triumph of the Romans, by ftrangling him- 
felf in the night. His dead body, the only prefent 
which Igmazen could offer to the conqueror, was 
carelefsly thrown upon a camel ; and Theodofius, 
leading back his vidorious troops to Sitifi, was faint- 
ed by the warmed acclamations of joy and loyalty "*. 

• >*l Ammian. xxix. 5. The text of this long chapter (fifteen 
quarto pages) is broken and corrupted; ami the narrative is per* 
plexed by th^ want of chronological and geographical laod-marks. 

X a Africa 
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CHAP. Africa had been loft by the vices of fiLomands ) 
«,^>*v»l-y it was reftored by the virtues of Theodofius s 
^tod***' ^^^ ^^^ curiofity may be ufefuUy directed to 
Carthage, the inquiry of the refpedive treatment'' which 
A.D.376- jhg two general* received from the Imperial 
court rfhe authority of Count Romanus had 
been fufpended by the mafter-general of the 
cavalry ; afid he was committed to fafe and ho- 
nourable cuftody till the ctnd of the war. His 
Crimes were proved by the moft authentic evi- 
dence ; and the public expected, with fome im- 
patience, the decree of fevere juftice. But the 
partial and powerful favour of Mellobaudes en- 
couraged him to challenge his legal judges, to 
obtain repeated delays for the purpofc of pro- 
curing a crowd of friendly wimeffes, and, finally, 
to cover his guilty conduft, by the additional 
guilt of fraud and forgery. About the fame 
time, the reftorer of Britain and Africa, on a 
Tague fufpicion that his name and fervlces were 
fuperior to the rank of a fubjeft, was ignomini- 
oufly beheaded at Carthage. Valentinian no 
longer reigned ; and the death of Theodofius, as 
well as the impunity of Romanus, may jaftly be 
imputed to the arts of the minifters who abufed 
the confidence, and deceived the inexperienced 
youth, of his fons '*** 
ttate of If the geographical accuracy of Ammianns had 

Af"«a» been fortunately beftowed on the Britiih exploits 
of Theodofius, we fliould have traced, with eager 


««♦ AmtntatiiTSf xxviii, 4^ Orofiut, 1, viu c. 33. p. 55T, f$%» 

Jcrom. in Cbnm. p. xSj, 
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curiofity, the diftinft and domeRic footfteps of ^^^y^' 
his march. But the tedious enumeration of the 
unknown and uninterefting tribes of Africa may 
be reduced to the general remark, that they were 
all of the fwarthy race of the Moors ; that they 
inhabited the back fettlements of the Mauritanian 
and Numidian provinces, the country, as they 
have fince .been termed by the Arabs, of dates 
and of locufts **' ; and that, as the Roman 
power declined in Africa, the boundary of civil- 
ifed manners and cultivated land was infenfibly 
contracted. Beyond the utmoft limits of the 
Moors, the vaft and inhofpitable defert of the 
South extends above a thoufand miles to the 
banks of the Niger. The ancients, who had a 
very fahit and imperfeA knowledge of the great 
peninfula of Africa, were fometimes tempted to 
believe, th^t the torrid ^one muft ever remain 
deftitute of inhabitants '^^ s and they fometimes 
ainufed their fancy by filling the vac$int fpace 
with h^lefs men, or rather monfters'*^; with 


>t5 Leo Afncaniis (in th^ Vi^ggi di Ramurto, torn. i. fol. 78'^ 
S}.) bat traced a ciinous pi6lure pf the people and the counrryj 
which are more minutely dercribed in the Afrique de Marmol. 
torn. ill. p. I— 54- 

■>^ This oiiinhabitablc zone was gradually redoceil, by the im« 
proveroentt of ancient geography » from forty-five to twenty- four, 
or even fuftteiis degrees of latitude. See a learned and judtcioua note 
of Dr« Rqbertfoni Hift. of America, ¥ol. i. p. 4x6 • 

<*7 Intra, ft credere libet, vix jam homines ct magis iemiferi . . . 
Blemmycst Satyri, &c. Fomponius Mtla, 1.4.. p. 16. edit. VofT. 
in 8vo. Pliny fbiUf^phiutlly explains (vi. 35, ) the irregularities of 
nature^ which be bad cnJmfoufy tAm\tu4 (▼• %•), 

^ 3 horn?4 
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CHAP, boraed and doven-footed fatyrs "* : with iabtt> 
lous centaurs ^^ j and \vith human pigmie^^ who 
waged a bold and doubtful warfare againft the 
tranes '^^ Carthage would have trembled at the 
ilrange intelligence, that the countries, on either 
fide of the equator, were filled with innumerable 
nations, who differed only in their colour from 
the ordinary appearance of the human fpecies ; 
and the fubjeds of the, Roman empire might have 
anxiouily expeded, that the fwarms of Barba- 
rians, which iflued from the North, would foon 
be encountered from the South by new fwarms 
of Barbarians, equally fierce, and equally for- 
midable. Tbefe gloomy terrors would indeed 
have been difpelled by a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with the charader of their African enemies. 
The inaftion of the negroes does not feem to be 

■t' If the fatyr was the Ourang-outang, the great human ape 
(Bnffbn^ Hift. Nat, torn. xtv. p. 43, &c«)» one of that fpecies might 
af^ually be ihewn alive at Alexandria in the reign of Conftaotine. 
Yet fome difficulty will ftill remain . about the converfation which 
St. Anthony held with one of thefe pions favages in the defert of 
Thebais (Jerom. in Vit. Paul. Eremit. torn. i. p. 138.)* 

■*9 St. Anthony likewife met one of tbefe nionfters ; whofe ex- 
iftence was ferioufly aflerted by the emperor Claudius. The p«iblic 
Jatighed $ but this prsefcft of Kgypt had the addrefs to fend an artful 
preparation, the embalmed corpfe of an Hi^pocentaur ^ which was 
prefcrved alinoft a century afterwards in the Imperial palace. Set 
Pliny (Hift. Natur* vit. 3.)» an<i the judicious obfervations of Freret 
(Memoires de i*Acad» tom.ivii. p, 311, Sec), 

>3o The fable of the pygmies is as old as Homer (Iliad, iii. 6.). 
The pigmies of India and Ethiopia were (trifpithami) twenty, 
fcven inches high. Every fpring their cavalry (mounted on rams 
and goats) marched in battle array^ to deftroy the cranea eggs* 
aliter (fays Pliny) futuris gregibus non refifli. Their houfet weva 
built of mud, feathers, and egg*ihellf« Sec Pliny (vi. 35. vii. a»)s 
and Strabo (1« ii. p. sat.}. 

the 
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the eflPeft, either of their virtue^ or of their pu- ^^^y ^' 
fillanitnity. They indulge, like the reft of man- ' ^-^^■^^ 
kind, their paflions and appetites; and the adja- 
cent tribes are engaged in frequent a£ts of bofti- ' 
lity **'• But their rude ignorance has never 
invented any effeftual weapons of defence, or of 
deftrudiion ; they appear incapable of forming 
any extenfive plans of government, or conqueft ; 
and the obvious inferiority of their mental facul- 
ties has been difcovered and abufed by the nations 
of the temperate zone. Sixty thoufand blacks are 
annually embarked from the coaft of Guinea, 
never to return to their native country ; but they 
are embarked in chains ''* : and this conftant emi- 
gration, which, in the fpace of two centuries, 
might have furnifhed armies to overrun the globe, 
accufes the guilt of Europe, and the weaknefs of 
Africa, 

IV. The ignocninious treaty which faved the iv. The 
army of Jovian, had been faithfully executed on xhe^cr. 
the fide of the Romans : and as they had folemnly ^i«n war, 
renounced the fovereignty and alliance of Ar- 365—378. 
menia and Iberia, thofe tributary kingdoms were 
expofed, without proteftion, to the arms of the 
Perfian monarch '**. Sapor entered the Arme- 

'!< The third and fourth ▼olumes of the valuable Hiftoire des 
Voyages defcribe the prefent ftate of the negroes. The nations of the 
fea coaft have been poHlhed by European commerce ; and thofe of the 
inland country have been improved by Moorifli cploniet. 

''* Hiftoire Philofophique et Politique, &c. toni. iv. p. i^^. 

■S) The evidence of Ammianusis original and decifive (xxvii. la.)* 
Mofes of Chorene (1. iii. c. 17. p. 149. and c. 34.. p« a69.)» snd 
Procopius (de Bell. Perfico, 1. i. c. 5. p. 17. edit. Louvre), have been 
confulted t but thofe hiftorians, who confound diftinA fa£ls, repeat 
the fame events^ and introduce ftrange ftortet, muft be uled with diffi^* 
dence and caution. . 

X 4 niaa 
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CHAP, nian territories at the head of a formidable hc^ 
of cuiraifiers, of archers, and of mercenary foot ; 
but it was the invariable pradice of Sapor to mix 
war and negociation, and to confider falfehood 
and perjury as the moft powerf^jl inftruments of 
regal policy. He affeded to praife the prudent 
and moderate condu6: of the king of Armema; 
and the uiifufpicious Tiranus was perfuaded, by 
the repeated aflurances of infidious friendfliip, to 
deliver his perfon into the hands of a faithlefs and 
cruel enemy. In the midfl: of a fplendid enter- 
tainment, he was bound in chains of filver, as 
an honour due to the blood of the Arfacides; 
and, after a fhort confinement in the Tower of 
Oblivion at Ecbatana, he was releafed from the 
miferies of life, either by his own dagger, or by 
that of an aflaflin. The kingdom of Armenia 
was reduced to the ftate of a Ferfian province; 
the . adminiftration was fhared between a diilin- 
guifhed fatrap and a favourite eunuch ; and Sa- 
por marched, without delay, to fubdue the mar- 
tial fpirit of the Iberians. Sauromaces, who 
reigned in that country by the permiflion of the 
emperors, was- expelled by a fuperior force ; and, 
as an infult on the majefty of Rome, the King 
of kings placed a diadem on the head of his ab- 
jeft vaffal Afpacuras. The city of Artogerafla *** 
was the only place of Armenia which prefumed 


'14 Perhaps Artagera, or Ardis ; under whofe walls Caius, the 
grandfon of Augiiftus, wjis wounded. This fortrefs was fituate 
-above Amidat near one of the fources of the Ttgrisa See d^Anyilley 
Grographie Ancienne, torn. ii. p. io6. 

to 
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to refift the cflfort of his arms. The treafure ^ "xv/'-i 
depofited in that ftrong fortrefs tempted the 
avarice of Sapor; but the danger of Olympias, 
the wife, or widow, of the Armenian king, ex- 
cited the public companion, and animated the 
defperate valour of her fubjeds and foldiers. 
The Perfians were furprifed and repulfed under 
the walls of ArtogeraiTa, by a bold and well- 
concerted fally of the befieged. But the forces 
of Sapor were continually renewed and increafed ; 
the hopelefs courage of the garrifon was exhauft- 
ed} the ftrength of the walls yielded to the 
alQTault; and the proud conqueror, after wafting 
the rebellious city with fire and fword, led away 
captive an unfortunate queen; who, in a more 
aufpicious hour, bad been the deftined bride of 
the fon of Conftantine '"• Yet if Sapor already 
triumphed in the eafy conqueft of two dependent 
kingdoms, he foon felt, that a country is unfub- 
dued, as long as the minds of the people are 
actuated by an hoftile and contumacious fpirit. 
The fatraps, whom he was obliged to truft, 
embraced the firft opportunity of regaining the 
affe^on of their countrymen, and of fignalifing 
their immortal hatred to the Perfian name. Since 
the converfion of the Armenians and Iberians, 
thofe nations confidered the Chriftians as the fa- 
vourites, and the Magians as the adverfaries, of 
the Supreme Being ; the influence of the clergy, 
over a fupcrftitious people, was uniformly exert- 

«W TiUemdnt (Hift. dcs Empereurs, torn, r, p. 701.) prove*, 
from chroDologyi that Olymptat muft have been the mother of Para. 

ed 
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^ XXV ^' *^ *^ *^^ ^"^^ ^^ Rome ; and as long as the fuc- 
ceflbrs of Conftantine difputed with thofe of 
Artaxcrxes the fovereignty of the intermediate 
provinces, the religious connexion always threw 
a decifive advantage into the fcale of the empire. 
A numerous and a£live party acknowledged 
Para, the fon of Tiranus, as the lawful fovereiga 
of Armenia; and his title to the throne was 
deeply rooted in the hereditary fucceflion of five 
hundred years. By the unanimous confent of 
the Iberians, the country was equally divided 
between the rival princes ; and Afpacuras, who 
owed his diadem to the choice of Sapor, was 
obliged to declare, that his regard for his child- 
ren, who were detained as hoftages by the tyrant, 
was the only confideration, which prevented him 
from openly renouncing the alliance of Perlia. 
The emperor Valens, who refpefted the obliga- 
tions of the treaty, and who was apprehenfive 
of involving the Eaft in a dangerous war, ven- 
tured, with flow and cautious meafures, to fup- 
port the Roman party in the kingdoms of Iberia 
and Armenia. Twelve legions eftablifhed the 
authority of Sauromaces on the banks of the 
Cyrus. The Euphrates was protefted by the 
valour of Arintheus. A powerful army, under 
the command of Count Trajan, and of Vadomair, 
king of the Alemanni, fixed their camp on the 
.confines of Armenia. But they were flriftly en- 
joined, not to commit the firfl hoftilities, which 
might be underftood as a breach of the treaty: 
and fuch was the implicit obedience of the Ro- 
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man general, that they retreated, vfith exemplary 
patience, under a fhower of Perfian arrows, fill 
they had clearly acquired a juft title to an ho- 
nourable and legitimate victory, Tet thefe ap- 
pearances of war infenfibly fubfided in a vain and 
tedious negociation. The contending parties 
fupported their claims by mutual reproaches of 
perfidy and ambition; and it (hould feem, that 
the original treaty was exprefled in very obfcure 
terms, (ince they were reduced to the neceflity 
of making their inconclufive appeal to the partial 
teftimony of the generals of the two nations, 
who had aflifted at the ncgociations "•. The 
invafion of the Goths and Huns, which foon af- 
terwards fhook the foundations of the Roman 
empire, expofed the provinces of Afia to the 
arms of Sapor. But the declining age, and per- 
haps ' the infirmities, of the monarch, fuggefted 
new maxims of tranquillity and moderation. His 
death, which happened in the full maturity of a A.D.380. 
reign of feventy years, changed in a moment the 
court and councils of Perfia ; and their attention 
was moil probably engaged by domeflic troubles, 
and the diftant eflforts of a Carmanian war'*\ 

'3^ Ammianus (xxvii. is. xxix. i^ xxx. i, t«) has defcribed the 
eveots, without the dates* of the PeiTian war. Mofes of Chorene 
(!£((. Armen. 1. iK. c. %S, p. 261. c. 31. p. 166. c. 3$. p. 27?.) af- 
fords feme additional faAs i but it is extremely difficult to Ibparate 
truth from fable. 

*JT Artaxerxcs was the fucccflbr and brother ftbt cMiJin-gtrman) 
^ the great Sapor ) and the guardian of his Ton Sapor III. ^ (Aga- 
thias, 1. iv. p. 136. edit. Louvre). Seethe Univerfal Hiftory, vol. 
xi. p. 8$, i$i. The authors of that qnequal work hive compiled 
the SaflTanian dynafty with erudition and diligence t but it is a pre- 
poftifirous arrangement to divide the Roman and Oriental accounts 
into two diftina biftoriet . 

The 
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^ XXV ^' '^^^ remembrance of ancient injuries was loft in 
*— /-^ the enjoyment of peace. The kingdoms of Ar- 
of*»eace!*^ menia and Iberia were permitted, by the mutual, 
A.5.3S4, though tacit, confent of both empires, to refume 
their doubtful neutrality* In the firft years of 
the reign of Theodofius, a Perfian embafly ar- 
rived at Conftantinople, to excufe the unjuftifi- 
able meafures of the former reign; and to offer, 
as the tribute of friendfhip, or even of refpeS, a 
fplendid prefent of gems, of filk, and of Indian 
elephants *^\ 
AdTcii- In the general pidure of the aflfairs of the Eaft 

Pan*, king ^^^er the reign of Valcns, the adventures of Para 
of Arme. form one of the moft ftriking and lingular ob- 
jeds. The noble yoifth, by the perfuafion of his 
mother Qlympias, had efcaped through the Per<* 
fian hoft that befieged ArtogerafTa, and implored 
the protedion of the emperor of the Eaft. By 
his timid councils, Para was alternately fupport- 
ed, and recalled, and reftored, ^nd betrayed. 
The hopes of the Armenians were fometimes 
raifed by the prefence of their natural ibvereign ; 
^ and the minifters of Valens were latisfied, that 

they preferved the integrity of the public faith, 
if their vaiTal was not fuffered to aflume the 
diadem and title of King. But they foon repent- 
ed of their own raihnefs. They were confounded 
by the reproaches and threats of the Perfian mo* 
narch. They found reafon to diftruft the cruel 
and inconftant temper of Para himfelf : wha 

*SS Pacatus in Panegyr. Vet. xii, %*• and OrofiuSy I. riu c« 34i 
I£lumque turn foedus eft| quo univerfus Orieos ufque ad n^D$ 
(A. D. 416.) tranquilliliiiDe froiturt 
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facrificed, to the flighted fufjMcions, the lives of c h^a p. 
his mofl: faithful fervants ; and held a fecret and 
difgraceful correfpondence with the aflaffin of 
his father, and the enemy of his country* Under 
the fpecious pretence of confulting with the em- 
peror on the fubjeft of their common intereft. 
Para was perfuaded to defcend from the moun- 
tains of Armenia, where his party was in arms, 
and to truft his independence and fafety to the 
difcretion of a perfidious court. The king of 
Armenia^ for fuch he appeared in his own eyes 
and in thofe of his nation, was received with 
due honours by the governors of the provinces 
through which he pafled ; but when he arrived 
at Tarfus in Cilicia, his progrefs was flopped 
under various pretences ; his motions were watch- 
ed with refpedful vigilance ; and he gradually 
difcovered, that he was a prifoner in the hands of 
the Romans. Para fuppreifed his indignation, 
diflembled his fears, and, after fecretly preparing 
his efcape, mounted on horfeback with three 
hundred of his faithful followers. The ofEcer 
flationed at the door of his apartment imme- 
diately communicated his flight to the confular 
of Cilicia, who overtook him in the fuburbs, 
and endeavoured, without fuccefs, to difluade 
him from^ profecuting his ra(h and dangerous 
defign. A legion was ordered to purfue the royal 
fugitive; but the purfuit of infantry could not 
be very alarming to a body of light cavalry ; and 
upon the firft cloud of arrows that was difcharged 
into the air, they retreated with precipitation to 
8 the 
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CHAP, the eates of Tarfus. After an inceCant inarch 
of two days and two nights. Para and bis Artne* 
nians reached the banks of the Euphrates; but 
the paffage of the river, which they were obliged 
to fwim, was attended with fome delay and fome 
lofs. The country was alarmed; and the two 
roads, which were only feparated by an interval 
of three miles, had been occupied by a thoufand 
archers on horfeback, under the command of a 
count and a tribune. Para muft have yielded to 
fuperior force, if the accidental arrival of a friendly 
traveller had not revealed the dsmger, and the 
means of efcape. A dark and almoft impervious 
path fccurely conveyed the Armenian troop 
through the thicket; and Para bad left behind 
him the count and the tribune, while they pa- 
tiently expeded his approach along the public 
highways. They returned to the Imperial court 
to excufe their w^nt of diligence or fuccefs : and 
ferioufly alleged, that the king of Armenia, who 
was a fkilful magician, had transformed himfelf 
and his followers, and pafTed before their eyes 
under a borrowed (hape. After his return to his 
native kingdom. Para (till continued to profefs 
himfelf the friend and ally of the Romans ; but 
the Romans had injured him too deeply ever to 
forgive, and the fecret fentence of his death was 
iigned in the council of Valens. The execution 
of the bloody deed was committed to the fubtle 
prudence of Count Trajan ; and he bad the merit 
of infinuating himfelf into the confidence of the 
credulous prince, that he might find an oppor* 

tunity 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 319 

tunity of ftabbiag him to the heart. Para was chap. 
invited to a Roman banquet, which had been ^-^^^-w 
prepared with all the pomp and fenfuality of the 
£aft: the hall refounded with cheerful mufic, 
and the company was already heated with wine ; 
when the count retired for an inftant, drew his 
fword) and gave the (ignal of the murder. A 
robuft and defperate Barbarian inftantly ruflied 
on the king of Armenia ; and though he bravely 
defended his life with the firft weapon that chance 
offered to his hand, the table of the Imperial A.D.374. 
general was ftained with the royal blood of a 
gueft, and an ally. Such were the weak and 
wicked maxims of the Roman adminiftration, 
that, to attain a doubtful objed of political inte- 
reft, the laws of nations, and' the facred rights of 
hofpitality, were inhumanly violated in the face 
of the world "'^ 

V. During a peaceful interval of thirty years, v. Thb 
the Romans fecured their frontiers, and the Goths con''queft$ 
extended their dominions. The vi£h)ries of the ofHcr. 
great Hermanric "*% king of the Oftrogoths, and 
the moil noble of the race of the Amali, have 
been compared, by the enthufiafm of his coun- 
trymen, to the exploits of Alexander : with this 
fingular, and almod incredible, difference, that 

M9 See in Ammianus (jcxx. i.) the adventurct of Para. Mofcg 
of Chorenc calls him Tiridates 5 and tells a long, and not impro- 
bable, ftory of his fon Gnelus 5 who afterwards made himfelf popular 
in Armenia, and provoked the jealoufy of the reigning king (I, Hi. 
€• ai, &c. p. S53i &c.). 

•40 The concife account of the reign and conquefts of Hermanric, 
feems to be one of the valuable fragments which Jornandes (c. iS.) 
borrowed from the Gothic hiftorics of Ablavius, or Caflioddrus. 

the 


mannc 



3«o THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the martial fpirit of the Gbtfiic hero, inftead of 
being fupported by the vigour of youth, was 
difplayed with glory and fuccefs in the extreme 
period of human life; between the age of four- 
fcore and one hundred and ten years. The in- 
dependent tribes were perfuaded, or compelled, 
to acknowledge the king of the Oftrogoths as 
the fovereign of the Gothic nation : the chiefs 
of the Vifigoths, cr Thervingi, renounced the 
royal title, and aiTumed the more humble ap- 
pellation of yudges ; and, among thofe judges, 
Athanaric, Fritigern, and Alavivus, were the 
moft illuftrious, by their perfonal merit, as well 
as by their vicinity to the Roman provinces. 
Thefe domeftic conquefts, which increafed the 
military power of Hermanric, enlarged his am* 
bitious defigns. He invaded the adjacent coun- 
tries of the North J and twelve confiderabic 
nations, whofe names and limits cannot be ac- 
curately defined, fucceffively yielded to the fupe- 
riority of the Gothic arms **". The Heruli, who 
inhabited the marfliy lands near the lake Masotis, 
were renowned fof their ftrength and agility; 
and the ailiftance of their light infantry was 
eagerly foliclted, and highly efteemed, in all the 
wars of the Barbarians. But the active fpirix of 
the Heruli was fubdued by the flow and fteady 

■4-1 M. dc Buat (Hift. des Pevples de PEurope, torn, vh p. fit 
*-329-) .i'iiveitigates» with more induftiy than fuccels* the nations 
fubdued by the arms of Hermanric. He denies the exiilence of 
the yaJnehroMcdt, on account of the immoderate length of their name* 
Yet the French envoy to Katifbon^ or Drciden« niuft have travcrfctl^ 
the country of the Midiomatrid* 

perfeve- 
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perfe^crance of the Goths j and, after a bloody ^ ha p. 
aAion, in which the king was llain, the remains 
of that warlike tribe became an ufeful acceiHon 
to the camp of Hermanric. He then marched 
againft the Venedi ; unljcilled in the ufe of arms, 
and formidable only by their numbers, which 
filled the wide extent of the plains of modem 
Poland. The viftorious Goths, who were not 
inferior in numbers, prevailed in the conteft, by 
the decifive advantages of exercife and difcipline. 
After the fubmiffion of the Venedi, the conqueror 
advanced, without refiftance, as far as the con- 
fines of the ^ftii -** ; an ancient people, whofe 
name is ftill preferved in the province of Eftho- 
nia. Thofe diftant inhabitants of the Baltic 
coaft were fupported by the labours of agricul- 
ture, enriched by the trade of amber, and con- 
fecrated by the peculiar worfliip of the Mother of 
the Gods. But the fcarcity of iron obliged the 
Lilian warriors to content themfelves with 
wooden clubs ; and the redudion of that wealthy 
country is afcribed to the prudence, rather than 
to the arms, of Hermanric, His dominions, 
which exten^led from the Danube to the Baltic, 
included the native feats, and the recent acqui* 
fitions, of the Goths ; and he reigned over the 
greateft part of Germany and Scythia with the 
authority of a conqueror, and fometimes with 
the cruelty of a tyrant, 5ut he rdgwd over a 

HA The edition of Grotius (Jornan<ies> p. 64.1.) exhibits the name 
QfJfSJhi* But reafon and the Amhrolian MS. have reftored the ^fiii, 
^hofe manners and fituatipn are e^cprefled ky the pencil of Tacitus 
^Gerniania, c. 45«)* 

yoj;..IV. y part 
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CHAP, part of the globe incapable of perpetuating and 
V— v^ adorning the glory of its herpes, Thie name^ of 
Hermanric is almoft buried in oblivion .j his ex- 
ploits are imperfeftly known; aqd the Roma9S 
themfelves appeared uncpnfcious of the progrefs 
of an afplring power, which threatened the liberty 
of the North, and the peace of the empire **'. 
Tbccaufe The Goths had contrafted an hereditary at- 
?hic wais" tachment for the Imperial houfe of Conftantinc, 
A.D.3^6' of whofe power and liberality they had received 
fo many fignal proofs. They refpefted the pul?- 
lic peace : and if an hoftilfe band fometiraes pre- 
fumed to pafs the Roman limit, their irregular 
condud was candidly afcribed to the ungovern- 
able fpirit of the Barbarian youth. Their cpa- 
tempt for two new and obfcure princes, who had 
been raifed to the throne by a popular ele£^o> 
infpired the Goths with bolder hopes ; and, while 
they agitated fome defign of marchiug their con- 
federate force under the national ftandard '*% 
they were eafily tempted to embrace the party 
of Procopius ; and to foment, by their dan- 
gerous aid, the civil difcord of the Romans. The 
public treaty might ftipulate no more than ten 
thoufand auxiliaries ; but the defign was fo zeal- 
oufly adopted by the chiefs of the Vifigoths, that 
the army which pafled the Danube amounted to 

'♦J Ammianiis (xxxi. 3.)obferves, in general .(ei'ms : Ermenricha 
• . . . tiohiltirinii Regis, et, per multa variaque fortiter fa^a, vicinis 
gentibus formidati, &c* 

«44 Valens • ♦• . • docetur rclationibos Ducum, gentem Gotho- 
runiy ca tempe(iate inta6lam ideoque raevifTimam, conrpiramem m 
vnum, ad pervadendam parari colHmitia Thraciarum. Ammiaii* 
xxvi* 6m 

the 
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ihe riurtibesr of thirty thoafand men ■♦'. They ^ h a p. 
marched with the prouJ confidence, that their in- 
vincible valour would decide the fate of the 
Roman empire; and the provinces of Thrace 
groaned under the weight of the Barbarians, who 
difplayed the infolence of mafters, and the licen- 
tioufnefs of enemies. But the intemperance 
which gratified their appetites, retarded their 
progrefs; and before the Goths could receive 
any certain intelligence of the defeat and death of 
Procopius, they perceived, by the hoftile ftate of 
the country, that the civil and military powers 
were refumed by his fuccefsful rival. A chain of 
pofts and fortifications, ikilfully difpofed by Va* 
lens, or the generals of Valens, refilled their 
inarch^ prevented their retreat, and intercepted 
their fubfiftence. The fiercenefs of the Barba* 
rians was tamed and fufpended by hunger ; they 
indignantly threw down thdr arms at the feet of 
the conqueror, who offered them food and chains : 
rhe numerous captives were didributed in all 'the 
cities of the Eaft ; and the' provincials, who were 
foon familiarized with their favage appearance, 
ventured, by degrees, to meafure their own 
ftrength with thefe formidable adverfaries, whofe 
^me had fo long been the objed of their terror. 
The king of Scythia (and Hermanric alone could 
deferve fo lofty a title) was grieved and exaf- 
perated by this national calamity. His ambaf* 

<45 M. de Buat (Hift. des ^euples de I'Europe^ torn. vi. p. 332.) 
has corioufly afcertaiQcd the real number of thefe atfxUiaries. The 
3000 of Ammianusy and the lo^ooo of Zofimus, were only the flrft 
divliSons of the Gothic army. 
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CHAP, fadors loudly complained, at the court of Valens, 
t-^^-^w of the infradion of the ancient and folemn alli- 
ance, which had fo long fubfifted between the 
Romans and the Goths. They alleged, that they 
had fulfilled the duty of allies, by affifting the 
kinfman and fucceflbr of the emperor Julian; 
they required the immediate reftitution of the 
noble captives; and they urged a very Angular 
claim, that the Gothic generals, marching ia 
arms, and in hoftile array, were entitled to the 
facred charader and privileges of cimbafladors* 
The decent, but peremptory, refufal of thefe 
extravagant demands, was fignified to the Bar- 
barians by Vidor, mafter-general of the cavalry ; 
who expreffed, with force and dignity, the juft 
complaints of the emperor of the Eaft '**. The 
negociation was interrupted; and the manly ex- 
horteitions of Valentinian encouraged his timid 
brother to vindicate the infulted majefty of the 
empire '*^ 
lioftiiitiet The fplendour and magnitude of this Gothic 
tnd^eace, ^j^j. ^j.g celebrated by a contemporary hifto* 

168,369. 

M* Th« mvcli, and fubfequent negociation, are defcribed in the 
Fragments of Ennapius (Excerpt. Legat. p. iS. Edit. LouTre)« 
The provincials, who afterwards becanne familiar with the Barba- 
rians, found that their ftrength was more apparent than real. Thej 
were tall of ftature | but their legs were dumfy* and their ihouldcrt 
were narrow. 

^^7 Valens enim, at confulto placuerat fratrJ, cujus regebatur 
arbkrio, arma concuflit in Gothos ratione jufta permot«s. Amnii* 
anus (xxvii. 4.} then proceeds to defcribe, not the country of the 
Goths, but the peaceful and obedient province of Thrace^ wbicb was 
aot afFefied by the war. 

rian: 
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rian ■** : • but the events fcarcely deferve the at». ^ ^ {^ **• 
tention of pofterity, except as the preliminary 
fteps of the approaching decline and fall of the 
empire, Inftead of leading the nations of Ger- 
many and Scythia to the banks of the Danube, 
or even to the gates of Conftantinople, the aged • 
monarch of the Goths refigned to the brave Atha- 
naric the danger and glory of a defcnfive war, 
againft an enemy, who wielded with a feeble 
band the powers of a mighty ftate. A bridge of 
boats was eftabliflied upon the Danube ; the 
prefence of Valens animated his troops ; and his 
ignorance of the art of war was compenfated by 
perfonal bravery, and a wife deference to the 
advice of Viftor and Arintheus, his mafters-gene- 
ral of the cavalry and infantry. The operations 
of the campaign were condufted by their (kill 
and experience j but they found it impoffible to 
drive the \lfigoths from their ftrong pods in 
the mountsuns : and the devaftatioii of the plains 
obliged the Romans themfelves to repafs the 
Danube on the approach of winter. The irfcef- 
fant rains, which fwelled the waters of the river, 
produced a tacit fufpeniion of arms, and confined 
the emperor Valens, during the whole courfe of 
the enfuing fummer, to his camp of Marciana- 
polls. The third year of the war was more fa- 
vourable to the Romans, and more pernicious to 
the Goths. The interruption of trade deprived 

>4* Eunapius, in Excerpt. Legate p^ i$i 19. The Greek fopliiO; 
9)uft have confidered as om and the fame war, the whole Teries of Go.* 
thi( hiliory fcili the vi^ories and peace of Theodoiius. 

T3 the 
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c H^A p. the ^tbarians of the objeAs of luxury, "vhictl 
tbey already confounded with i;he necd&ries .of 
life J and the defolation of a very extenfive tra^ 
of country threatened them with the horrors of 
famine. Athanaric was provoked, or compelled, 
to riik a battle, which be loft, in the plains ; 
and the purfuit was rendered more bloody by the 
cruel precaution of the vidorious generals, who 
had promifed a large reward for the head of every 
Goth that was brought into the Imperial camp. 
The fubmiifion of the Barbarians appeafed the 
refentment of Valens and his council ; the em- 
peror liftened with fatisfaflion to the flattering 
and eloquent remonftrance of the fenaie of Con-r 
ttantinople, which aflumed, for the firft time, a 
ihare in the public deliberations } and {he fame 
generals, Viftor and Arintheus, who had fuc* 
c.efsfully direfted the conduct of the war, were 
empowered to regulate the condition^ of peace. 
The freedom of trade, which the Goths had. hi- 
therto enjoyed, was reftrided to two cities on the 
Danube ; the rafbnefs of their leaders w^s feverely 
punifted by the fuppreflion pf their penfions and . 
fubfidies ; and the exception, which was Stipulated 
in favour of Athanaric alone, was more adyaa* 
tageous than honourable to the Judge of tbf^ 
Vifigojhs. Athanaric, who, on this occafioq^ 
appears to have confulted his private intereft, 
without expefting the orders of his foVer^^gii^ 
fupported his own dignity, and that of his tribe, 
in the perfonal interview which was propofed by 
the minifters of Valens. He perfift?d in his de* 
claration, that it was in^poflible for him, without 

incur^ 
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incurring the guilt of perjury, ever to fet his chat. 
foot on the territory of the empire ; and it is v«*-s-^ 
more than probable, that his regard for the fanc- 
tlty of an oath was confirmed by the recent and 
fatal examples of Roman treachery. The Da- 
nube, which feparated the dominions of the two 
independent nations, was chofen for the fcene of 
the conference. The en»peror of the Eaft, and 
the Judge of the Vifigoths, accompanied by an 
equal number of armed followers, advanced in 
their refpeftive barges to the middle of the 
ftream. After the ratification of the treaty, and 
the delivery of hoftages, Valens returned in tri- 
umph to Conftantinople ; and the Goths re- 
mained in a ftite of tranquillity about fix years ; 
till they Were violently impelled againft the Ro- 
m^n empire, by an innumerable hoft of Scythians,, 
who appeared to iffue from the frozen regions of 
thel^orth•♦^ 

The emperor of the Weft, who had refigned w^** ^^ . 
to his brother the command of the Lower Da- and sar- 
nube, referved for his immediate care the defence »Tiat^nfi, 
of the Rhaetian arid Illyrian provinces, which 
fptead fo maiiy hundred miles along the greateft 
of the European rivers. The aftive policy of 
Valentinian was continually employed in adding 
new fortifications to tht fecurity of the frontier : 

'49 The Gothic war is defcribed by Ammianus (xxvii. 5.}, Zqfi- 
mu8 (1- iv, p. Ill— '114. )» ^^^ Themiftius (Orat. x. p. 119 — i4.i«). 
The orator Themiltius was fent from the fenate of Conftaminople to 
congratulate the vidortous emperor ; and his fervtle eloquence com* 
pares Valens on the Danube, to Achilks in the Scam^inder. Jor- 
nandes forgets a war peculiar to the ^/^ Goths, and ingloiious to the 
G^ithic name (MalcouS Hilt, of the Gerinans> vii* s*)* 
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^xxv.^* but the abufe of this policy provoked the juft 
refentmenc of the Barbarians. The Quadi com- 
plained, that the ground for an intended fortrefa 
had been marked out on their territories ; and 
their complaints were urged with fo much reafoa 
^nd moderation, that Equitius, mafter-general 
pf Illyricum, confented to fufpend the profecu-> 
tion of the work, till he (hould be more clearly 
informed of the will of his fovereign. This fair 
pccafion of injuring a rival, and of advancing the 
fortune of his fon, was eagerly embraced by the 
inhuman Maximin, the pr^efefk, or rather ty-r 
rant, of Gaul. The paffions of Valentinian were 
impatient of controul; and he creduloully lifl:-^ 
ened to the aiTurances of his favourite, that if the 
government of Valeria, and the direftion of the 
work, were entrufted to the zc^\ of his fon Mar* 
cellinus, the ^mperor fliould na longer b^ ixan 
portuned' with the audacious remonftrances of the^ 
Barbariana. The fubje£ts of Rome, and the 
natives of Germany, were infulted by the arro«* 
gance of a young and worthlefs minifter, who, 
confidered his rapid elevation as the proof and 
reward of his fuperior merit. He affefted, how- 
ever, to receive the modeft application of Gabi- 
nius, king of the Quadi, with fome attention and 
regard: but thii$ artful civility concealed a^'darl^ 
and bloody defign, and the credulous prince was 
perfuaded to accept the preffing invitation of 
Marcellinu$. I am at a lofs how to wy the 
narrative of finiilar crimes j or hp>y to relate^ 
that in the courfe pf the fame year, but in 
remote parts of the empire, the inhofpitablq table 
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of two Imperial generals was ftained with the c h^a p* 
royal blood of two guefts and allies, inhumanly 
murdered by their order, and in thdr prefence. 
The fate of Gabinius, and of Para, was the fame : ' 
but the cruel death of their fovereign was re« 
fmted in a very difierent manner by the fervile 
temper of the Armenians, and the free and dar« 
ing fpirit of the Germans* The Quadi were 
much declined from that formidable power, 
which, in the time of Marcus Antoninus, had 
fpread terror to the gates of Rome* But they: 
(till pofleiTed arms and courage; their courage- 
was animated by defpair, and they obtained the 
ufual reinforcement of the cavalry of thdr Sar- 
matian allies. So improvident was the aflaffia 
Marcellinus, that he chofe the moment when the 
bravefl: veterans had been drawn away, to fup* 
prefs the revoU of Firmus; and the whole pro-: 
vince was e^cpofed, with a very feeble defence, to 
the rage of the exafperated Barbarians. They 
iavaded Fannonia in the feafon of harveft; un- 
mercifully deftroyed every object of plunder 
which they could not eafily tranfport ; and either 
difregarded, pr d^mpliflied, the empty fortifica- 
tions. The princefs Conftantia, the daughter of 
the emperor Conftantius, and the gfand-daughter 
of ^he great Conftantine, very narrowly efcaped. 
Xhat royal n;iaid, who had innocently fupported 
the revolt of Procopius, was now the deftined, 
wife of the heir of the Weftern empire. She 
traverfed the peaceful province with a fplendid, 
9nd unai:med train. Her perfon was laved from 

danger. 
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^j^^A p. danjger, and the r^ublic from dWgrice, by the 
a£iive zeal of Meflfala, govetnor of the provinces. 
As foon a^ be was informed that the Village, 
\^here (he flopped only to dine, was almofl: en- 
compafled by the Barbarisms, he haftily placed 
her in his own chariot, and drove full fpeed till 
he reached the gates of Sirmium, which wa^e at 
the diftance of CtK. and twenty miles. Even Sh*- 
mium might not have been fecure, if the (^a;di 
s^d Sarmatians had diligently ' advanced during 
the general confternation of the magiftrates and 
people. Their delay allowed Probus, the Pras- 
tdrian p'sefeft, fufEcient time to recover hijs own 
fpirits, and to revive the courage of the dcizens. 
He ikiifally direded their (Irenuous efforts to 
repair and ftrengthen the decayed fortifications; 
and pfckrured the feafonable and eflFe£tual affift- 
ante <^ a company of archers^ to proied the 
capital of the Ulyrian provinces. Difapp^inted 
in their attempts againft the walls of Strtntuiti, 
the indignant Bktbarians turhed their arm^ againft 
the mafter-general of the frontier, to whom they 
unjtttlly attributed the murdet- of their king. 
Eqaitiiis could bring into the field no more than 
tt^b legions; but tfifey contained the veteriin 
ftirength of the Maefian and Pannonian bands. 
'Hie obftinacy with which they difptited the vain 
honours of rank and precedency, was the caultf 
Cff their defttuftion; and while they aded with 
leparate forces and divided councils, they were 
furprifed and flaughtered by the aflive vigour of 
the Sarraatian horfe. The fuccefs of this in*a« 
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Con provoked the emulation of the bordering c hap. 
tribes; and the province of Macfia would infaU <^p>>,^w 
libly hare been loft, if young Theodofius, the 
duke^ or military commander, of the frontier, 
bad not lignalized, in the defeat of the public 
enemy, an intrepid genius, worthy of his illuftri- 
ous father, and of his future greatncfs '*^ 

The mind of Valentinian, who then refided at The cxpe* 
Treves, was deeply affcdled by the calamities of ^"**"* 
lUyricum; but the latenefs of the fealon fuf- 
pended th^ execution of his defigns till the en- 
fuing fpring. He mar.ched in perfon, with a A.D. $75. 
confiderable part of the forces of Gaul, from the 
banks of the Mofelle: and to the fuppliant am- 
bafladors of the Sarmatians, who met him on the 
way, he returned a doubtful anfwer, that as foon 
as he reached the fcene of aftion, he (hould 
examine, and pronounce. When he arrived at 
Sirmium, he gave audience to the deputies of the 
Illyrian provinces ; who loudly congratulated 
tb^r own felicity under the aufpicious govera- 
xbent of Prdbus, his Praetorian praefeft"*. Va- 
lentinian, 

>5o Ammianut (xxix. 6.) and Zofimus (1. ir* p. 219, sio.) 
carefully mark the origin and progrefs of the Quadic and Sarmatiaa 
war. 

i5< Ammianus (kxx. 5.) who acknowledges the merit, has cea* 
iured| with becoming afperity, the opprefllve admin iftration of Pe^ 
tronius Probus. When Jerora tranflated, and continued, the Chro« 
mcle of £u(ebiiis (A. D. 380. See Tillemont, Mem* EccUf. tonu 
xii* pt 53. 626.), he expreffed the truth, or at leaft the public opi* 
nion of his country, in the following words : ** Probus P. P. Illy* 
' ** rici iniquiflimis trlbutorum exaAionibus, ante provincias quas re% 
« gehat, quam a Baj;baiis vaftaientur, trmfit.*'* (Chion. edit. Scat* 
ligcf, p. 187. Animadverf. p. X59-)* I he Saint afterwards formed 
an intimate and tender friendfliip with the widow of Probus \ and 
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CHAP, lentinian, who was flattered by thefe demonftra- . 
tions of their loyalty and gratitude, imprudently 
alked the deputy of Epirus, a Cynic philofopher 
of intrepid fincerity '*% whether he was freely 
fent by the wifties of the province? " With 
" tears and groans am 1 fent (replied Iphicles) 
" by a reluftant people/* The emperor paufed :• 
but the impunity of his minifters eftabliihed the 
pernicious maxim, that they might opprefs his' 
fubjedts, without injuring bis fervice. A drift 
inquiry into their conduct would have relieved 
the public difcontent. The fevere cg^ndemnation 
of the murder of Gabinius, was the only mea- 
fure which could reftore the confidence of the 
Germans, and vindicate the honour of the Rof 
man name. But the haughty mpnarch was in** 
capable of the^ magnanimity which dares, to ac«» 
knowledge a fault. He forgot the provocation,,, 
remembered only the injury, and advanced into 
the country of the Quadi with an infatiat© ihirft 
of blood and revenge. The extreme devaftation, 
and promifcuous maffacre, of a favage war, weret. 
juftified, in the eyes of the emperor, and per- 
haps in thofe of the world, by the cruel equity 
of retaliation *" : and fuch was the difcipline of 

the name of Count Equitius, with \eCs propriety^ but without mujch 
iojuftice, has been fubftituted in the text. 

'5* Julian (Orat. vi. p. igt^.) repicfcnts his friend Iphicl^es as a 
itian of virtue and merit, who had made himfelf ridiculous and un. 
iRtppy, by adopting the extravagant drefs and manners of the 
Cynics. 

'5^ Ammian. xxx. 5. Jerom, who exaggerates the misfortune 
of Vaientinian, refufes him even this laft confolation of revenge. 
Oennafi vaftato ibloj et inultam patnam derelin(^uens (torn, u 
p. a6.}. 
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(he Romans, and the confternation of the enemy, c h a b. 
that Valentinian repaffed the Danube without the -^.-.^ 
lofs of a fingle man. As he had refolved to 
complete the deftruftion of the Quadi by a fecond 
campaign, he fixed his winter-quarters at Bre- 
getio, on the Danube, near tjie Hungarian city 
of Prefburgh. While the operations of war 
were fufpended by the feverity of the weather, 
the Quadi made an humble attempt to deprecate 
the wrath of their conqueror ; and, at the earned 
perfuafion of Equitius, their ambaffadors were 
introduced into the Imperial council. They 
approached the throne with bended bodies, and 
dejcdled countenances ; and, without daririg to 
complain of the murder of their king, they af- 
firmed, with folemn oaths, that the late invafion 
was the crime of fome irregular robbers, which 
the public council of the nation condemned and 
abhorred. The anfwer of the emperor left them 
but little to hope from his clemency or com- 
paffion. He reviled, in the moft intemperate 
language, their bafenefs, their ingratitude, their 
infolence. — His eyes, his voice, his colour, h\$ 
geftures, expreffed the violence pf his ungovern- 
ed fury ; and, while his whole frame was agitated 
with convulfive paflion, a large blood-veffel fud- 
denly burft in his body; and Valentinian felj 
fpeechlefs into the arms of his attendants. Their, 
pious care immediately concealed his fituatiom . 
from the crowd: but, in a few minuti^^ the 
emperor of the Weft expired in an agony of pain, and ^ieaili, 
retaining his fenfes till the- laft j and ftruggling, "^IJ^^' 
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CHAP, without fuccefs, to declare his intentions, to the 
^_, -C, ' generals and minifters, who furrounded the royal 
AD. 375- couch. Valentinian was about fifty-four years of 
*^*''* ' s^g^J ^^^ ^^ wanted only one hundred days to 
accompliih the twelve years of his reign "*. 
The em- The polygamy of Valentinian is ferioufly at* 
perori fefted by an ecclefiaftical hiftorian'". " The 
sndVaien. *^ emprefs Severa (I relate the fable) admitted 
tuianil. cc {^^ h^r familiar fociety the lovely Juftina, 
•' the daughter of an Italian governor : her ad- 
'^ miration of tbofe naked charms, which fhe 
^ had often feen in the bath, was expr^ed with 
^ fuch lavifh and imprudent praife, that the 
^ emperor was tempted to introduce a fecond 
^^ wjfe into . bis bed ; and his public cdiGt ex- 
^ tended to all the fubjeds of the empire, the 
** fame domeftic privilege, which he had'aifumed 
** for himfelf/* But we may be affured, from 
the evidence of reafon, as well as hiftory, that the 
two marriages of Valentinian, with Severa, and 
wkh Juilina, were fuccefflvely contrafted ; and 
that he ufed the ancient permiflion of divorc^^ 
which was ilill allowed by the law€, though k 

M4 S^ey on the death of Valentinian, Ammianus (xxx. 6.)> Zo« 
fiftitM (I. !▼• p. iii.}» Vi^or (in Epitom.}, Socratet (i. i<r, c. 31. }| 
aii4 Jerqm (in ChroD. p. iS/* find toiii. i. p. »(>. ad J^elioUor.)* 
Tbeipe is much ▼ari«ty of circumfianccs among them ; and Ammi* 
tnus is fo eloquent, that be writes nonfenfe. 

Iff Socrates (1. iv. c. 31.) is the only original wimefs of this 
fpoliOi ftory, fo repugnant to the laws and nunners of the Romau» 
that it fcarcely deferves the formal and elaborate difiertation of M*, 
Bonamy (Mem. dt TAcademie, torn. xxx. p. 394— 40s*]' ^^^ ^ 
woold preserve the natural circumftanct of the bath \ infte^ of foU' 
lowing Zofimus^ who repreffiois Juflioa %\ an old wqmanj the widow 
of Magoei^tiUf • 

was 
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Wfi? ccmdemneci by the church. Severa was the ^xxv^' 
mother of Qratian, who feemed to unite every 
claim which could entitle him to the undoubted 
fucceffion of the Weftern empire. He was the 
elded fon of a monarch, whofe glorious reign had 
confirmed the free and honourable choice of his 
feUow-foldiers. Before he had attained the ninth 
year of his age, the royal youth received from 
the hands of his indulgent father the purple robe 
and diadem, with the thle of Auguftus: the 
eleflion was folemnly ratified by the confent and 
applaufe of the armies of Gaul *** ; and the name 
of Gratian was added to the names of Valentiniaa 
and Valens, in all the legal tranfadions of the 
I?.o,man government. By his marriage with the 
gran4-daughter of Conftantine, the fon of Valen* 
tinian. acquired all the hereditary rights of the 
Flavian family ; which, in a feries of three Im- 
perial generations, were fanSified by time, reli- 
gion, and the reverence of the people. At the 
death of his father, the royal youth was in the 
feventeenth year of his age \ and his virtues aL> 
ready juftified the favourable opinion of the army 
and people* But Gratian refided, without ap^ 
pr^henfion, in the palace of Treves; wliilft, at 
the diil^i^ce of many hundred miles, Valentiniaa 
fiifidenly expired in the camp of Bregetio. The. 
paJJSonS) which had been fo long fupprei&d by 
the pr^fence of a matter, imn^ediately revived tn 
the Imperial council; and the ambitious defign 

«5* Ammianus (xxvii. 6.) defcribcs the form of thi» military 
drAion, iindl tft^ttj^ invcftiture. Vaientiniaii does not appear to hav« 
cdtoAiltedi or even informed« the iei^atf of iUmc* 

of 
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CHAP, of reigning in the name of an infant^ was artfully 
executed bj Mellobaudes and Equitius, wh<^ 
commanded the attachment of the tllyrian and 
Italian bands. They contrived the moft Jionour- 
abFe pretences to remove the popular leaders, 
and the troops of Gaul, who might have afferted 
the claims of the lawful fucceflbr : they fuggefted 
the neceffity of extinguifliing the hopes of foreign 
and domeftic enemies, by a bold and decifive 
meaftnTef The emprefs Juftina, who had been 
left in a palace about one hundred miles from 
Bregetio, was refpeftfully invited tQ appear in th$ 
camp, with the fon of the deceafed emperor. 
On the fixth day after the death of Valentinian, 
the infant prince of the fame name, who was only 
four years old, was fliewn in the arms of his 
mother, to the legions j and folemnly invefted^ 
by military acclamation, with the titles and en- 
ligns of fupreme power. The impending dan^ 
gers of a civil war were feafonably prevented by 
the wife and moderate conduft of the emperor 
Gratian. He cheerfully accepted the choice of 
the army 5 declared, that he fliould always con- 
fider the fon of Juftina as a brother, not as a 
rival; and advifed the emprefs, with her fon 
Valentinian, to fix their refidence at Milan, in 
the fair and peaceful province of Italy ; while he 
aflumed the more arduous command of the coun- 
tries beyond the Alps. ~ Gratian diffembled his 
refentment till he could fefely punifli, or dif- 
grace, the authors of the confpiracy ; and though 
he uniformly behaved with tendernefs and regard 
to his infant colleague, he gradually confounded, 

IB 
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m the adminiftratibn of the Weftern empire, the chap. 

XXV* 

bffice of a guardian with the authority of a fove- 
reign. The government of the Roman world 
was e^ercifed in the united names of Valens and 
his two nephews ; but the feeble emperor of the 
Eaft, who fucceeded to the rank of his elder 
brother, never obtained any weight or influence 
in the councils of the Weft "'^ 

'57 Amikiianuly xxx* io« dofimoiy K it. p. 9&S9 ^13. Tille* 
inont has proved (Hiti. des Empereurit toin. ▼• p« 707-^709.), that 
Gratian reiffitd in Italy, Africa^ and Illyricuoi. I have endeavoured 
to expreff hit authority pVer hit brother's dominionsi as he uftd Up 
IB an xmtogttous ftylew 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Manners of the Pajioral Nations. — Progrefs of the 
Huns J from China to Europe. — Flight of the Goths ^ 
^^They pafs the I^anube.-^Gotbic War. — Defeat 
and Death of Valens. — Gratian invejis Theodofius 
with the Eajiern Empire. — His Character and 
Succefs.^-^Peace and Settlement of the Goths. 


CHAP 
XXVI 


p. TN the fecond year of the reign of Valentinian 
^ -■■ and Valens, on the morning of the twenty- 
Earth, firft day of July, the greateft part of the Roman 
3^*0*365, world was fliaken by a violent and deftruftive 
July ftift. earthquake. The impreffion was communicated 
to the waters j the ihores of the Mediterranean 
were left dry, by the fudden retreat of the fea ; 
great quantities of fifli were caught with the hand ; 
large veflfels were ftranded on the mud ; and a 
curious fpedator' amufed his eye, or rather his 
fancy^ by contemplating the various appearance 
*of vallies and mountains, which had never, fince 
the formation of the globe, been expofed to the 
fun. But the tide foon returned, with the weight 
of an immenfe and irrefiftible deluge, which was 
feverely felt on the coafts of Sicily, of Dalmatian 
of Greece, and of Egypt : large boats were tran& 
ported, and lodged on the roofs of houfes^ or 

■ Such IS the bad tafte of Ammianus (xxvi. lo.)^ that it is not 
eafy to diftinguifh hie faf^s from his metaphors. Yet be poiitively 
affirms, that he faw the rotten carcafe of a ibip, ad feaindtan kfUcm^ 
at Methone^ or Modon, in Ptioponnefuse 

at 
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lit the diftance of two miles from the fliore ; the ^ xxvif* 
people, with their habitations, were fwept away 
by the waters; and the city of Alexandria an- 
nually commemorated the fatal day, on which 
fifty thousand perfons had loft their lives in the 
inundation. This calamity, the report of which 
was magnified from one province to another, 
Siftoniihed and terrified the fubje^ts of Rome; 
and their a£Frighted imagination enlarged the 
teal extent of a momentary evil. Theyrecol- 
le£ted the preceding earthquakes, which had fub- 
verted the cities of Paleftine and Bithynia : they 
confidered thefe alarming (Irokes as the prelude 
only of ftill more dreadful calamities, and their 
fearful vanity was difpofed to confound the fymp- 
loms of a declining empire, and a finking world \ 
It was the faOiion of the times, to attribute 
every remarkable event to the particular will of 
the Deity j the alterations of nature terete con- 
lieded, by an invifible chain, with the moral and 
knetaphyfical opinions of the human mind ; and 
the moft fagacious divines could diftinguifli, 
according to the colour of their refpedlive pre- 
judices, that the eftablilhment of herefy tended 
to produce an earthquake j or that a deluge was 

^ The earthquakes and inundations are Tarioufly defcribed by 
Libanius (Orat. de olcifceoda Juliani nece, c. x. in Fabricius, BibK 
Grsec. torn, viik p. 158. with a learned note of Olearius), Zofimus 
(1.17. p. 111.), Sozomen (1. vi* c. i.)» Cedrenus (p. 310. 3i4.)» 
and Jerom (in Chron. p« 186. and torn. i. p. 150. in Vit. Hilarion.}. 
Bpidaurus muft have been overwbeloaed, bad not the prudent citi« 
kens placed St, Hilarion, an Egyptian monk, on the beach. He 
made the iign of the crofs : the mountain wave ftopped, bowed, 
and returned. 
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c H A P- tlie inevitable cohfequtiice of the progrefs of fitl 
^^^'' and. error. Without ^feftimirig to difcrffs the 
truth or propriety of thefe lofty fpeculations, the 
hiftoriari may content hiinfelf with an obfefva- 
tion, which feems to be juftified by experience, 
that mail has much liiore to fear from the paf- 
fibns of his fellow-crfeatures, thian from the con- 
iulfioiis of the elements '. I'he mifchievous 
eflfedts of an earthquake, or deluge, a hurricane, 
or the eruption of a volcano, bear a very incon- 
iiderable proportion to the ordinary calamities of 
war ; as they are how moderated by the prudence 
or humanity of the princes of Europe, who amufc 
their own leifure, and exercife the courage of 
their fubjeds, in the praflice of the military art. 
But the laws and manners of modern nations 
protedl the fafety and freedom of the vanquiflied 
foldier f and the peaceful citizen has feldom rea« 
fon to complain, that his life, or even his fortune, 
is expofed to the rage of war* In the difaftrous 
period of the fall of the Roman empire, which 
may juftly be dated from the reign of Valens, the 
happinefs and fecurity of each individual were 
perfonally attacked j and the arts and kbours of 
ages were rudely defaced by the Barbarians of 
Tfie Hunt Scythia and Germany.. ' The invafion of the 
3ld°***6' ^^°^ precipitated on the provinces, of the Weft 
the Gothic nation, which advanced, in lefs tha^ 
forty years, from the Danube to the Atlantic^, 
and opened a way, by the foccefs of their arms^ 

S Dica»rchu8, the Peripatetic^ compofed a formal treat ife, to prore 
this olnriotis truth;- which it not the moft honourable to the bumas' 
f|)eciet (Cicero, de Officiis^ ii. 5.). 
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^10 ihe inroads of fo many hoftile tribes, more i^- chap. 
yag« than themlelves. The ordinal principle ^-^,>w 
of motion was concealed jui. the remote countries 
>Qf the North ; and the curious obienration of the 
.paft^ral .life of the Scythians % or Tartars*, 
wii| illuftrate the latent caufe of thefe deQ:ru£tive 
envgration^. 

The di^erent charafters that xnark the civilized The ^dto^ 
jMtions of the globe, may be afcribdd to the ufe, ^^*"Ji^ 
find the abufe^ of reafon; which fo varioufly Scythians, 
ilmpes, iind fo artificially compofes, the manners **' ^*^*"'' 
and opinions of an European, or a Chinefe« 
3ttt the c^eration of inflin^t is n^ore fure and 
fin^ple than that of reafon : it is much eafier to 
^certain tl^ appetites of a xjuadruped, than the 
/peculations of a philofopher; and the favage 
f^ribes ig^ n^anklnd, as they approach nearer to 
the <:ond|tion of animals, preferve a ilronger 
refemblance to themfelves and to .each other. 
The 'uniform {lability of their manners is the 
natural jX)nle<iuence of the imperfedion of their 
faculties* Ji^educed :tQ a fimilar fituation, thdr 

.4 The original Scythians of HerodotBf (I. iv. c. 47— S7« 99"" 
YOi.) were confined by the Panube and the Palus Maeotis, withia 
a fquare of 4000 liadia (4oo.R6man ntiies). Seed*AnviUe (Mem. de 
l^Acadcmie, torn. xxxy. p. 573— 591*)* Diodorus Siculus (toin* !• 
]• ii. p. 155. edit. WefTeling) has marked thegraduai progrefs of the 
'4fj»re and nation. 

5 The Tatars, or Tartar^, were ^ pi-imitive tribe, the rivals, and 
at length the fubje^t, of the Moguls. Jn the viAorious armies of 
Zinghis Khan^ and his fucceifors, the Tartars formed the vanguard j 
. and the name, which 6rft reached the ears of foreigners, was applied 
to the whole narion (Freret, in the Htft. de PAcademie, torn, xviii. 
p«6o.)* In fpeaking of all, or any, of the northern (hepherds of 
Europe, or A^Sy I iodiiFercntiy ufe the appellatjon^ of $cytiiam, or 
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c HA P. wants; their . defires, their enjoyments, ftill con«« 
tinue the fame ; and the influence of fo6d' or 
climate, which, in a more improved ftate of 
fociety, is fufpended, or fubdued, by fo many 
moral caufes, moft powerfully contributes to form, 
and to maintain, the national charader of Bar-, 
baiians. In every age, the immenfe plains of 
Scythia, or Tartary, have been inhabited by 
vagrant tribes of hunters and ihepherds, whofe 
indolence refufes to cultivate the earth, and 
whofe reftlefs fpirit dlfdains the confinement of a 
fedentary life. In every age, the Scythians, and 
Tartars, have been renowned for their invincible 
courage, and rapid conquefts. The thrones of 
Afia have been repeatedly overturned by the 
fliepherds of the North; and their arms have 
fpread terror and devaftation over the moft fer- 
tile and warlike countries of Europe **. On this 
occafion, as well as on many others, the fober 
hiftorian is forcibly awa]$Lened from a pleafing 
vifion; and is compelled, with fome relufhmce, 
to confefs, that the paftoral manners, which have 
been adorned with the faireft attributes of peace 
and innocence, are much better adapted to the 
fierce and cruel habits of a military life* To 
illuftrate this obfervation, I (hall now proceed to 
confider a nation of (hepherds and of warriors^ 

^ Imperium Aii« ur quaeiivere : ip(i perpetuo ab aiieno Imperk>t 
aut intafliy aut invifli, manfere. Since the time of Juftin (ii. a.),^ 
they have multiplied this account, Voitairc» in a few words (toan. x^ 
p. ^4. Hift. Generale^ c. 156.), has abridged the I'artar conquef^ 
Oit o*er the trembling nations from afar, 
ljL\% S^^thia bj:cath'd the living cloud 9^ wi^:. 
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in the three important articles of, I. Thar diet ; c ^^^* 
IL Their habitations; and, IIL Their exercifes. 
The narratives of antiquity are juftified by the 
experience of modern times ^ j and the banJcs of 
the Boryfthenes, of the Volga, or of the Selinga, 
will indifferently prefent the fame uniform fpec- 
tacle of fimilar and native manners *• 

I. The com, or even the rice, which confti« Diet, 
tutes the ordinary and wholefome food of a civil- 
ifed people, can be obtained only by the patient 
toil of the hufbandman. Some of the happy 
favages, who dwell between the tropics, are 
plentifully nourUhed by the liberality of nature ; 
but in the climates of the North, a nation of 
fhepherds is reduced to their flocks and herds. 
The ikilful practitioners of the medical art will 
determine (if they are able to determine) how 
far the temper of the human mind may be siffeded 
by the ufe of animal, or of vegetable, food ; and 
whether the common affociation of carnivorous 
and cruel, deferves to be conlidered ia any 

7 The fourth book of Herodotus a^ords a curious, though irn- 
perfefl, portrait of the Scythians. Among the moderns* who de- 
fcribe the uniform foene, the Khan of Khowarefm, Abulghazi Ba- 
badur, exprefles his native feelings i and his Genealogical Hiftory of 
the Tatars has been copioufly illuftrated by the French and Englifh 
editors. Carpin> Afcelin, and Rubruquis (in the Hift. des Voyages, 
torn, vii.}, reprefent the Moguls of the fourteenth century. To 
thefe guides I have added Gerbillon, and the other jefuits (Defcrip- 
tion de la Chine, par du Halde, tom« iv.), who accurately funreyed 
the Chinefe Tartary j and that honeft and intelligent traveller. Bell, 
of Antermony (two volumes in ^.to. Glafgow, 176%*), 

^ The Uabecks are the mod altered from their primitive manners $ 
X. by the profedion of the Mahometan religion} and, s. by the 
poifeilicui of the citie9 and baryefts of the great BucharU* 
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CHAP. Other fight ttiaii that of aa innocent, f>erhdps a 
falutaryi prejudice of humanity \ Yet if it be 
ttue, that the fentiment of conipaflion is imper- 
ceptibly weakened by the fight afld pradice of 
domeftic cruelty, we may obferve thiit the , hor- 
rid obj^s which are difguifed by (he arts of 
European refinement, are exhibited in their naked 
and fndil difguilmg fimplicity, in the t^iit of a 
Tartarii&n Ihepherd. The ox, or the fteep, are 
'ilaughtered by the faihe hand from which they 
were accuftomed to receive their daily food ; and 
the bleeding Umbs are ferVed, with very Iktle 
preparation, on the table of their unfeeling mur- 
derer. In the military profeifion, and efpedally 
m the condu£l of a numerous army, the exdufive 
ttfe 6f animal food appears to be ptodu€i:iv€ of 
the taoH folid advantages. Corn is 'a bulky and 
j|)eriflrable commodity ; and the large maga^iiM, 
which are indi^enfebly neceffiiry for the fubfift- 
cnce <jf bur troops, muft be flowly tranfported by 
the labour of men, or horfes. ' But the flocks 
and herds, which accompany the, march of the 
Tartars, afford a fure and increafing fupply of 
fleih and milk: m the far greater part of the 
uncultivated wafte, the vegetation of the grafs is 
quick and luxuriant; and there are few places; 

9 II eft certain que les grands mangeurs de viande font en general 
cruels et feroces pitta* que let autres hommes. Cette obfervadon 
eft de touts ies lieuxi et de touts les terns t la barbare Angloife eft 
connue, &c« Eniile de Roufleau. torn, i* p. a74.. Whatever we 
may think of the general ob(brvation» vfe flwU not eaiily allow the 
truth of his example. The good-natured complaints of PIutarch> 
and the patheticlameniationi oJF Ovi4» feduccour reafoo^ by exciiiag 
our fenfibility. 

fo 
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to extremely barren, that the hardy cattle of the c h a p. 
North cannot find fome tolerable pafture. The <^->^-w 
fupply is multiplied and prolonged, by the un- 
diftinguifliing appetite, and patient abftinence, 
of the Tartars. They indifferently feed on the 
fieih of thofe animals that have been killed for 
the table, or have died of difeafe. Horfe^fleih, 
which in every age and country has been, pro- 
fcribed by the civilifed nations of j^urope and^ 
Afia, they devour with peculiar greedinefs ; and 
this lingular tafte facilitates the fuccefs of their 
fiiilitary operations. The aftive cavalry of Scy- 
thia is always followed, in their mod diftant and 
rapid incurfions, by an adequate number of fpare 
horfes, who may be occafionally ufed, either to 
redouble the fpeed, or to fatisfy the hunger, of 
the Barbarians. Many are the refources of cou« 
rage and poverty. When the forage round a 
camp of Tartars is almod confumed, they daugh- 
ter the greateft part of their cattle, and preferve 
the flefli, either f««^oked, or dried in the fun. 
On the fudden emergency of a hafty march, they 
provide themfelves with a fuiEcient quantity of 
little balls of cheefe, or rather of hard curd, 
which they occafionally diflfolve in water ; and 
this unfubdantial diet will fupport, for many 
days, the life, and even the fpirits, of the patient 
warrior. But this .extraordinary abltinence^ 
which the Stoic would approve, and the hermit 
might envy, is commonly fucceeded by the mofl: 
voracious indulgence of appetite. The wines of 
a happier climate are the moil grateful prefent, 

or 
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c " A P- or the moft valuable commodity, that can be 
\ m^ ^ ^n^^ oflFered to the Tartars ; and the only example of 
their induftry feems to confift in the art of ex- 
trafting from mare's milk a fermented liquor, 
which poffefles a very ftrong power of intoxica* 
tion. Like the animals of prey, the favages, 
both of the old and new world, experience the 
alternate viciflitudes of famine and plenty; and 
their ftomach is inured to fuflain, without much 
inconvenience, the oppofite extremes of hunger 
and of intemperance, 
HaMta. IL In the ages of ruftic and martial fimpKcity, 

^"** a people of foldiers and huftandmen are difperfed 
over the face of an extenfive and cultivated 
country ; and fome time muft elapfe before the 
warlike youth of Greece or Italy could be aiTem* 
bled under the fame ftandard, either to defend 
their own confines, or to invade the territories of 
the adjacent tribes. The progrefs of manufae« 
tures and commerce infenfibly collefts a large 
muhitude within the walls ^"^ a city: but thefe 
citizens are no longer foldiers; and the arts which 
adorn and improve the (late of civil fociety, cor- 
rupt the habits of the military life. The pafto- 
ral manners of the Scythians feem to unite the 
different advantages of fimplicity and refinement. 
The individuals of the fame tribe are conftantly 
afiembled, but they are aflembled in a camp; 
and the native fpirit of thefe dauntlefs ihepherds 
is animated by mutual fupport and emulation. 
The houfes of the Tartars are no hiore than fmall 
tents^ of an oy^l form, which afford a cold and 

dirty 
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dirty habitation, for the promifcuous youth of ^ ^ ^ p^ 
'both fexes. The palaces of the rich confift of 
wooden huts, of fuch a fize that they may be 
conveniently fixed on large waggons, and drawn 
by a team perhaps of twenty or thirty oxen. 
The flocks and herds, after grazing all day in the 
adjacent paftures, retire, on the approach of 
night, within the proteflion of the camp. The 
' neceflity of preventing the moft mifchievous con- 
fufion, in fuch a perpetual concourfe of men and 
animals, muft gradually introduce, in the diftri* 
bution, the order, and the guard, of the encamp- 
ment, the rudiments of the military art. As foou 
as the forage of a certain diflri6t is confumed, 
the tribe, or rather army, of (hepherds, makes 
a regular march to fome frefli paftures ; and thus 
acquires, in the ordinary occupations of the paf- 
toral life, the practical knowledge of one of the 
moft important and difficult operations of war. 
The choice of ftations is regulated by the dijQferi* 
ence of the feafons : in the fumraer, the Tartars 
' advance towards the North, and pitch their tents 
on the banks of a river, or, at leaft, in the 
neighbourhood of a running ftream. But in the 
winter they return to the South, and flicker their 
camp, behind fome convenient eminence, againfl: 
the winds, which are chilled in their paflage over 
the bleak and icy regions of Siberia. Thefe 
manners are admirably adapted to dtSufe, among 
the wandering tribes, the fpirit of emigration and 
fonqu^ft. The connexion between the people 
?IB4 i^X territory is of fp frail a texture, that it 

may 
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CHAP, may be broken b/ the flighted accident. The 
camp, and not thp foil, is the native country of 
the genuine Tartar. Within the precincts of th^t 
camp, his family, his companions^ his property 
are always included; and in the mod (Jiftant 
marches, he is ftill furrounded by the objeds 
ivhich are dear, or valuable, or familiar in his 
eyes. The thirft of rapine, the fear, or the re- 
fentment of injury, the impatience of fervitudf, 
fhave, in every age, been fufficient caufes to ui:ge 
the tribes 4>f Scythia boldly to advance into fome 
unknown countries, where they might hope to 
find a more plentiful fubiiftence, or a lefs form- 
idable enemy. The revolutions of the North 
have frequently determined the fate of the South ; 
and in the conflid: of hpftile nations, the vi£ior 
and the vanquiflied have alterns^tely drpye^^ ^nA 
been driven, from the confines of China to thoie 
of Germany '^ Thefe great emigrations, which 
have been fbmetimes executed with almolt ificr^- 
dible diligence, were rendered more «afy by the 
peculiar nature of the dtmate. {t is well known, 
that the cold of Tartary is much inore fevene 
than in the nudft of the temperate jzone might 
reafonably be expeded: this nncommon rigour 
is attributed to the height* of the plains, whidi 
rife, efpecially towards the Eafl:, more than half 
a mile above the level of the fea; and to the 
quantity of faltpetre, with which the Xoil is deeply 

■<> Thefe Tartar emigrattons, hare been difcorcrcd by M. d^ 
Gotgncs (Hiftoire des Huns^ torn, i, ii.)^ a ikilfiil and laborious 
interpreter of tbe Chineie language $ who h^s .tlyis laid pp«ii new 
\fmd important fcenes in the hiftory of mankind. 
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linpregnated ". In the winter-feafon, the broad 
and rapid rivers, that difcharge their waters into 
fhe £uxine, the Cafpian, or the Icy Sea, are 
ftrongly frozen ; the fields are covered with a bed 
of fnow; and the fugitive, or vtftorious, tribest 
may fecurely traverfe, with their families, their 
waggons, and their cattle, the fmooth and hard 
furface of an tdimenfe plain. 

IIL The paftoral life^ compared with the h- iCxercifet.> 
bouts of agriculture and manufadures, is un- 
doubtedly a life of idlenefs ; and as the moft 
honourable fhepherds of the Tartar race devolve 
on their captives the domeftic management of th^ 
tattle, their own leifure is feldom difturbed by 
any fervile and a(5duou» cares. But this leifure^ 
inftead of being devoted to the foft enjoyments 
6f love and harmony, is ufefully fpent in the vio- 
lent and fanguinary exercife of the chace. The 
plains of Tartary are filled with a ftrong and fer- 
viceable breed of horfes, which are eafily trained 
for the purpofes of war and hunting. The Scy-« 
thians of every age have been celebrated as bold 
and ikilful riders: and conflant pradice had 
feated them fo firmly on horfeback, that they 
were fuppofed by ftrangers to perform the ordi^ 
nary duties of civil life, to eat, to drink, and 
even to fleep, wkhout difmounting from their 

^* A plain in the Ohinclc Tartary, only eighty Tcagucs from the 
great wall* wa» found by the miiTionaries to be three thoufan J geo- 
metrical paces above the level of the Tea. Montefquieu, who h?s 
Qfed, snd abufed, the relations of travellers, deduces the revolu** 
fions of Afia from this important circumftancr, that beat and cold, 
weaknefs and llrength, touch each other Without any temperate 'zone 
(Efprit des LoiX| h xvii. c. 3.}«^ ' 
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CHAP, fteeds. They excel in the dexterous management 
of the lance ; the long Tartar bow is drawn with 
a nervous arm ; and the weighty arrow is direft* 
ed to its objed with unerring aim^ and irrelift* 
ible force. Thefe arrows are often pointed againft 
the harmlefs animals of the defert, which increafe 
and multiply in the abfence of their moft formid* 
able enemy ; the hare, the goat, the roebuck, 
the fallow-deer, the flag, the elk, and the ante* 
lope. The vigour and patience both of the men 
and horfes are continually exercifed by the fa« 
tigues of the chace; and the plentiful fupply of 
game contributes to the fubfiftence, and even 
luxury, of a Tartar camp. But the exploits of 
the hunters of Scyihia are not confined to the 
deftrudion of timid or innoxious beads; they 
boldly encounter the angry wild-boar, when he 
turns againft his purfuers, excite the iluggifh 
courage of the bear, and provoke the fury of the 
tyger, as he flumbers in the thicket. Where 
there is danger, there may be glory: and the 
mode of hunting, which opens the faireft field 
to the exertions of valour, may juftly be con*^ 
iidered as the image, and y the fchool, of wan 
The general hunting-matches, the pride and 
delight of the Tartar princes, compofc an in* 
ftruftive exercife for their numerous cavalry* 
A circle is drawn, of many miles in circamfe* 
rence, to encompafs the game of an extenfivci 
diftrifl: ; and the troops that form the circle re* 
gularly advance towards a common centre i 
where the captive animals, furrounded on every 

fide> 
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fide, are abandoned to the darts of the hunterst ^ 'L^ *•• 

i XX via 

n this march, which frequently continues many <— ^ w *^**^ 

days, the cavalry are obliged to climb the hills, 

to fwim the rivers, and to wind through the vaU 

lies, without interrupting the prefcribed order 

of their gradual progrefs. They acquire the 

habit of direding their eye, and their fleps, to a 

remote objeftj of preferving their intervals; of 

fufpending, or accelerating, their pace, according 

to the motions of the troops on their right and 

left; and of watching and repeating the fignala 

of their leaders. Their leaders fludy, in this 

pradicai fchool, the mod important leflbn of the 

military art ; the prompt and accurate judgment 

of ground, of diftance, and of time. To employ 

againft a human enemy the fame patience and 

valour, the fame (kill and difcipHne, is the only 

alteration which is required in real war ; and the 

amufements of the chace ferve as a prelude to the 

conqueft of an empire '*. 

The political fociety of the ancient Germans Govern. 

has the appearance of a voluntary alliance of in- "**"*• 

dependent warriors. The tribes of Scythia, diC- 

linguilhed by the modern appellation of KordSj 

affume the form of a numerous and increafing 

family ; which, in the courfe of fucceflive gene- 

' 1* Petit de la Croix (Vie de Gengifcan, 1. iii, c. 7.) reprcfents 
the full glory and extent of the Mogul chace. The Jefuits Gcr- 
billon and Verbicft followed the emperor Kan^hi when he hunted in 
Tariary (Duhalde, Defcription dc la Chine, torn. iv. p. 81, 290, &c. 
folio edit). Hifi grandfon, Kienlong, who unites the Tartar dif- 
cipline with the laws and learning of Chinai defcribes (Eloge de 
Moukden, p. 273— iSs-^^as a poet, the pleafures which be had oftca 
(0 joyed, as a fportfman* 

13 rations. 
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*^xxvi^' tations, has been propagated frovA the fame orii 
ginal ftock; The meaneft, and moft ignorant^ 
of the Tartars, preferve, with confcious pride^ 
the' ineftimablc treafure of their - genealogy ; andl 
whatever diftinSions of rank may have been in- 
troduced, by the unequal diftribution of paftoral 
wealth, they mutually refpeft themfelves, and 
each other, as the defcendants of the firft founder 
of the tribe* The cuftom, which ftill prevails, 
of adopting the braveft and moft faithful of the 
captives, may countenance the very probable 
fufpicion, that this\extenfive eohfanguinity is, ia 
a great meafure, legal and fiftitious. But the 
ufeful prejudice, which has obtained the fandtion 
of time and opinion, produces the effefts of 
truth; the haughty barbadians yield a cheerful 
Und voluntary obedience to the head of their 
blood ; and their chief, or murfuy as the repre^ 
ientative of their great father, exercifes the au^ 
thority of a judge, in peace, and of a leader, ia 
war* In the original ftate of the paftoral worlc^^ 
each of the mtirfas (if we may continue to life a 
modern appellation) aSed as the independent 
chief of a large and feparate family j and the 
limits of their peculiar territories were gradually 
fixed, by fuperior force, or mutual confenti But 
the conftant operation of various aAd permanent 
caufes contributed to unite the vagrant Hords 
into national communities, under the command 
of a fupreme head. The weak were defirous o^ 
fupport, and the ftrong were ambitious of domi* 
nion ; the power, which is the refult of union, 
oppreffed and coUefted the divided forces of the 

adjacent 
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aidjacent tribes*} and, as the vanquifbed were freely ^j^y^^' 
admitted to fhare the advantages of viftory^ the 
moft valiant chiefs haftened to range themfelves, 
and their followers, under the formidable ftandard 
of a confederate nation. The mod fuccefsful of 
the Tartar princes aflumed the military command, 
to which he was entitled by the fuperiority, eithet 
of merit, or of power. He was raifed to the throne 
by the acclamations of his equals ; and the title of 
Khan exprelTes, in the language of the North of Afia, 
the full extent of the regal dignity. The right of 
hereditary fucceflion was long confined to the blood 
of the founder of the monarchy ; and at this 
moment all the Khans, who reign from Crimea to 
the wall of China, are the lineal defcendants of 
the renowned Zingis''. But, as it is the indiC- 
penfable duty of a Tartar fovereign to lead his ^ 
warlike fubjefts into the field, the claims of an 
infant are often difregarded ; and fome royal 
kinfman, diftinguiftied by his age and valour, 
is cntrufted with the fword and fceptre of his 
prcdeceffor. Two diftinft and regular taxes are . 
levied on the tHbes, to fupport the dignity of 
thdr national monarch, and of their peculiar 
chief; and each of thofe contributions amounts 

'>t See the feconcl volume of the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tar* 
tnt ^ and the lift of the Khans, at the eod oi the life of Gengis, 
or Zingis. Under the reign of Timur, or Tamerlane, one of hia 
fubjeAsy a defcendant of Zingis, fliU bore the regal appellation of 
&,han$ and the conqueror of Afia contented himfelf with the title 
of Emir, pr Sultan. * Abulghazi^ part v. c. 4* D*Herbelot, Biblio* 
tl^ue Orientale, p. $78. 
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to the tythe, both of their property^ and of their 
fpoil. A Tartar foverdgn enjoys the tenth part 
of the wealth of his people ; and as his own do- 
meilic riches of flocks and herds increafe in a 
much larger proportion, be is able, plentifully to 
maintain the ruftic fplendour of his court, to re- 
ward the mofl: deferving, or the moft favoured, 
of his followers, and to obtsun, from the gentle 
influence of corruption, the obedience which 
might be fometimes refufed to the ftern man. 
dates of authority. The manners of his fubje^) 
accuftomed, • like himfelf, to blood and rapine» 
might excufe, in their eyes, fuch partial ads of 
tyranny, as would excite the horror of a civilized 
people ; but the power of a defpot has never beea 
acknowledged in the deferts of Scythia. The 
immediate jurifdidion of the , Khan is confined 
within the limits of his own tribe ; and the exer- 
cife of his royal prerogative has been moderaied 
by the ancient inftitution of a national council. 
The Coroultai '*, or Diet, of the Tartars, was 
regularly held in the fpring and autumn, in the 
midft of a plain ; where the princes of the reign- 
ing family, and the murfas of the refpe£tive trib^, 
may conveniently afl'emble on horfeback, with 
their martial and numerous trains ; and the am- 
bitious monarch, who reviewed* the ftrength, mi0, 
confult the inclination, of an armed people. The 

»4 See tlie Diets of the ancient Huns (de Guignc», torn. ii. p. «*. Jt 
and a curious defcription of thofe of Zingis (Vie de Gengifcan, 
h i. c. 6. U iv, c. If.). Such afleixibiies are fcquently tneiKioncd in 
the Perfian hiftory of Timur ; though they fervcd only to couQte- 
nance the refolutions of their mailer. 
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r«dii|iemf of a. fet^lal government nuiy \ie. ^ \^v/' 
covired^ in the c^ftitution / ^^f the Scythian or ^^^^vr^ 
Tartar nations; J^n,t the i^^rpetual conflid of 
thefe hf}^\e nations has fometimes terminated in 
the efts^Ulhment;of.> powerful and defpqtic eaur 
pire. The vi&or^ epHcbed by the tribute^ and 
fortified by • the arms, of dependent kings, has 
fpread bis conquefts over Europe orAfia : the fua- 
cefsful fliepherds of the North have fubmitted to 
the confinement of arts ^ of laws, and of cities ; and 
the introdudion of luxury, after deftroying the 
freedom of the people, has undernuned the found- 
ations of the throne "• 

The memory of pad; events oannot long bo situation 
preferved,, in the frequent and remote emigra^ of srSa 
tions of illiterate Barbarians. The modern Tar- or Tartar}'' 
tars are ignorant of the conquefls of their an« 
ceftors '^ ; and our knowledge of the hiftory of 
the Scythians is derived from their intercourfe 
with the leartted and civilized, nations of the 

• 

South, the Greeks, the Perfians, and the Ghi- 
nefe. The Greeks, who navigated the Euxine, 
and planted their colonies .along the fea-coaft, 
made the gradual and imperfed difcovery of 
Scythia; from the Danube, and the confines of 
Thrace, as far as the frozen Mssotis, the feat of 

'5 Montefquieu labours to explain a difFerence, which has not 
ex^fted^ betweeo the liberty of the Arabs, and the perpetual da* 
very of the Tartars (E/Mt des Loix^ 1. xvii. c. 5. I. xviii. c* 299 . 
&c.). • 

*^ Abutgha^i Khan> In the two firft parts of liis genealogical 
Hiftory^ relates the miferable fables aQd tradhioftt of the Ufbek Tar- 
tars concernlhg the times which preceded the reign of Zingis. 

i. . . . . 

Aa a eternal 


55« ¥HE "DECLINE AND FALL 

c^^AP. eternal nrhitcr, a«d Mount Caticrfut, wlncli, M 
the langoage of poetry, was deferibed as the utftK^ 
boundary of the earth. Thi||f celebrated, witk 
fitnple crcduKty, the vittued of the paftoral life*': 
they entertamed a more ratfonal apprehenikin of 
the ftrength and numbers of the warlike Barte« 
rfans^% who contempttioufly -baffled the immenfe 
af mament of Darius, the fon of Hyftafpes '^ The 
Perfian monarchs had extended their weftern con^ 
qoefts to the banks of the Danube, and the limits 
of European Scythia. The eaftem provinces of 
their empire were expofed to the Scythims of 
Afia ;. the wild inhabitants of the plains beyond the 
Oxus and the Jaxartes, two mighty rivers, which 
direft their courfe towards the Cafpian Sea. The 
long and memorable quarrel of Iran and Totiran.ki 
ftiH the theme of hiftory or romanee : tiie famous^ 
perhaps the febulous, valour of the Perfian heroes, 
Ruftan and Asfendiar, was (ignalized, in the de- 
fence of their country againft the Afrafiabs of 
the North ** j and the invincible fpirit of the fanic 

>7 Jn the thirteenth book of ^be Iliad, JufMlfr turns «way his eyes 
from the bloody fields of Troy, to the plains of Thrace and Scythia* 
He would not, by changing the profpe^, behold a more peaceful 4ir 
ionocect fcenc 

«* Thucydidesy 1. ii-, c. 97. 

<9 See the fourth book of Herodotus. When Darius adiranced 
ifito the Moldavian defer t» bftween the Danube and the Niefter, the 
king of the Scythians fent him a moofey a frog» a bird, and five ar« 
rows I a tremendous allegory ! . 

^^*> Thefe wars and heroes may be found under their refpe^iire 
titln^Jin , the BiUiotheqne Orisntale. of .d^Hcrbitlot. Th^7 ^9Jt been 
celebrated in an epic poem of iixty thoufand rhymed coupleCs, by 
Ferdttfiy the Homer of Pcrfia. See tlie Hiftory of Nader Shaw, 
p. 145. 265. The public mnft lament^ chat Mr. Jones has fuC 
{Mad tbe pttrfoit of Oriental Iratttttg. 

4 Barba« 
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Barbarians T«fift^, on the feme ^ouiid} the ?ic-» ^xxvu^ 
torioiu armg of Cyrus a^d Al^aander ^'. In tbe 
cytEis of tbe Gre^ and Perfians, the real geo* 
graphy of Scythia was bounded, <m the Eaft, by 
the mountains of Iaiau% or Qaf ; and th^r diftant 
profped: of the extreme and macce^bie parts el 
A&a was dooded by ignormee, or perpleMd by 
fi(9ion« « But tlK^fe inaQcei$|;[le Hgiom aire .tlM 
ancient refidence of a poyrerf ul aftd civiKzed na# 
tioil''% which a&ends, by a probable triidilion^ 
above ibfiy centuries *'$ and which is able to 
verify a.feries of near two thou&nd years, l)y the 
perpdtual leftimony of accuistte and oontmnpo^ 


* -• * • 

•• r ^ . « 

< ^< The Cafjpnui fea* with its Hf^r(». and ad)acent tnbcsy ai« Ubo* 
rioufly illuftrated in the Examen Critique des Hiftoriens d*Alex« 
andre, which compares the true gaography, and the errors produced 
by the vanity or ignorance of the Greeks. - 

' ss The origioal feat of the natiott appears to have batft in the 
Kordi-weft of China, in the provinces of Cbenfi and (,*hanfi. Under 
the two iiril dynafttes, the principal town was ftilt a moveable 
camp I the vlHages were thwly.icattercd | asore land was easployed 
in paittnre than in tillage i the le^tcrcife of hnntiag was ordained t# 
clear the country from wild beaft* f Petchcli (where Fekio ftands) 
was a defert ) and the fouthern provinces were peopled wMi Indian 
fiivages. The dynaty of the £^ (before Chrift ao6.) gave the em- 
pire its a^ual form and extent. 

^1 The sera of the Chinele monarchy has been, varioufly fixed, 
from a95a to aisa years before Chrtft ; and the year a6)7 hat been 
chofea for the lawful epochs by the authority of the prefent einpe>> 
jror. The diferience arilcs from the uncertain duration of the two 
,trft dynaftiesf and the vacant fp^ee that lies beyond them, at far as 
tkereali, (Sr fabulous, times of Fohi, or Hoangtl* Sematfien datea 
(his authentic chronology from tbe year 841 1 the thirty*fix ecHpfes 
•of Confucius (thirty-one of which have been verified) were obferved 
between the years 7aa and 4S0 bef^e Chtift. Tht MMaU fpitd^i 

China does not aftend above tbe Greek Olympiads. 

» 
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^ xxvif" ^^ hiftarfaShs •♦. \ the annaU of C3hma »' iikf; 
trate the fllate and Tcvoliitiom of the paftoral 
tfibte, whicK may ftiH l)e cRftinguifhed by the 
imgue appeHafioa. of** ^'Scythians,' or Tartars; the 
tttflals, th€ ciiemtes^^ "atorf fometinws the con- 
^erors, of a greit ' femj^re ;- '\?bofe policy ba$ 
ifiiiibrmly dp^ofed the blind and 'impetuous vai* 
tobr of the Baf4)^iaiis of^ the Ndtth. From the 
moulh of the* Dariabe^to'.the fea of Japah^ the 
i;diole' letogihide of Scytliia is about* one hundred 
imd'tten degrees, which, in that pattaHeF, are 
eqoalt tp more than -five thoufahd milei. The 
latitude of thefe exteniive deferts* cao^nbt be fq 
eafily, or fo accurately, meafured; but, from 
the fortieth degree, which touches the wall of 
China, we m^y fecurely advance above a thou- 

*^. Ailer. feyeital age« oT anarchy and d«fpotiim» the dynafty of 
tht Han .(before Ohrift ao6.} wat tbe sera of the revival of learning* 
•The fragments of ancieAt Jiteratmre were reftored| tbe charaflen 
were improved and fixed f mud the:f nt^te pffeftrYatkm.of"booka wm 
lec^red by. the ufefol lAfeniiont of ink^ R>p^f> *n<l *hft ^rt offMpnt* 
ing* Ninety-feven years before^ Cbrill, Sematfieo publiibed the iirft 
biftory ofvChina. Hit labourtrweretHuftrated, and eontinned, by 
« fenet of one bltiidred and e^bt^ bj^rian^. The fubftsmceof their 
works is ftill extant; and the moil ^onfiderable of' them are no^ 
depofited in the king of Prante-s library. 

' *5 Chiqa has been illuftrated by the labours of the French] of 
the miflionancs at Pekin, and M^iTrs. Freret and de Qoignes at 
Paris. The fubfta«ce of the three-preceding notes 4$ extracted from 
The CiMjmgf with the preface and notes of M. de Quignes, Paris, 
1770. The Tcng-KSen-JfC^^MoUf tranflated by the P. de Mai]la> un- 
der the name of Hift*Generale de la CbinCf torn. i. p. xlix-«-cc. { 
the Memoires fur la Chine, Paris, 1776, &c. torn* u p. i— J13. 
/torn. ii. p# 5"r-3(4> the Hiftoirc- des Hons, tom^i. p. 1—131. 
torn. V. p« 345-— 362. s and the Memoires de i* Academic des lo- 
fcriptions, torn. x. p. 377— '401. torn. xv. p. 495--«564. toiii. xviii. 
|^« 17)}— 295. torn* xxxvi, p. r<i4— «38* 
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lafld miles to the 'northnvard* till our progrefs n 
flopped by the.excefiive cqU of Siberia. la that 
dreary climate^, mftead of dM anitnated pifture of 
a Tartar camp, the fmoke v^hich iffues from the 
earth, or rather from the fnow, betrays the fub- 
terraneous dwellings of the Tongoufes, and the 
Samoiedes : the waot of horfes and oxen is im- 
perfedly fupplied by the ufe of rein -deer, and of 
large dogs.; and the conquerors of the earth in* 
fenfibly degenerate into a race of deftrmed and 
diminutive favages, who tremble at the found of 


CHAP.' 
XXVI. 


arms *^ 


The Huns, who under the reign of Valens OrigJnai 
threatened the empire of Rome, had been for- Hyn*. 
ridable, in a much earlier period, to the empire 
of China *'. Their ancient, perhaps their origin- 
nal, fea(, was an extenfive, though dry and .bar« 
ren« traft of country, immediately on the north 
fide of the great wall. Their place is at pcefent 
OGt:upied by the forty *niiie Hords or Banners of 
^e Mongotts, a paftoral nation, which confiftsu^f 
about two hundred thoufaiid families * -•> But the 
valour of the Huns had extended: the narrow .limits 
of their dominions; and fheir ruftic chiefs,' who* Their con*^ 
aifumed the appellation of Tanpu^ gradually bd^ scyfhia? 
came the conquerors^ and the fovereigns, of a 


*„• . --s../ 


<* See the Hiftoire Genfnile Jcs Voyages, torn, xviji. and^ th^ 
Genealogical Hiftory, vol. ]!• p;620 — 664.. • • ,. * 

*7 M.'desGuignes (torn. ii. p. 1 — 124.) has given the origliyU 
hiftory of the ancient Hiong-nou^ or Huns. 'The Chinere geogra- 
phy of their country (torn. i. part ii. p. Iv— Ixiii.), feems to coinj^rire 
a part of their conque(h. * * 

*8 See in Duhalde (torn, iv, p. 18—65.) ^ crrcumftantial defcilp- 
tiopi with' a correal map, of the country of the Mangous. 

A a 4 formidable 
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c HAP. forinidable empire. Tavnitds the Eaft, their vie« 
toriou8 arms were ftop|Md only by the ocean i and 
tbe tribes, which* are^diinly fcactemd between the 
Amoor and the extreme peninfula of Gorea, ad* 
heredy with reludance, to the ftandard of the 
Huns. On tbe Weft^ near the head of the Irtifli, 
and in tbe vallies of Imaus, they (oxitid a more 
ample fpaoe, and more numerous enemies. One 
of the lieutenants of the Tanjou fubdued-in a flngle 
expedition twenty-fix nations ; the Igonrs *', di* 
ftinguiflied above the Tartar race by the ufe of- 
letters, were in the number of his vaflals ; and^ 
by the ftrange connedion of human events, the 
flight bf one of thofe vagrant tribes recalled 
the . vi£U>rioul Parthians fron> the iiivafion of 
Syria '^ On the fide of the North, the ocean* 
was ai&gned as the limit of tbe power of tbe Huns* 
Without enemies to refift their progrefs, or wit- 
nefles to contradict their vanity, they might fe« 
curdy atchieve a real^ or imaginary, conqueft of the* 
frozen regions of Siberia, The Nattbi^rn Secf 
was fixed as the remote boundary of their empire^ 
But the name of that fea, on whofe (bores the pa^ 
triot Sovou embraced the life of a (hepherd and 
aa exile '*, may be trau^erred, with much mora 


*f The Igonrs, or Vigourt, were divided into three biancheti 
Inimersy A^ph? rdt, and huQ]iandiiien } and the laft dafs was deTpiM 
bjT the two former. See Abulghazt| fnirt ii. c 7. 

!• Memoiret de l^Academie des Infcriptione^ tom. ilxt. p. 17— .33« 
'tht compfehenOve vi^w of M« de Goignea ba$ compared theie 
diiant events. 

St The fame of Sorou, or So-ou, hit merits and bU fingnlar sd* 
vcnti^ti, are Aill celebrated in China. See tbe Eloge de Monkden* 
p. ao. and notet» P* a4l--*H7M ^^^ MemQim fur la Chtne^ 

prpfe** 
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probability, to the Baultal, a capacious bafon, ^^xvi^* 
above three hundred miles in length, which dif* 
dains the modefl: appellation of a lake'% and 
wbtcit adually communicates with the feas of the 
North, by the long courfe of the Angara, the 
Tongufta, and the Jeniflea. * The fubmilBon of 
fo many diftant nations might flatter the pride of 
the Tanjou ; but the valour of the Huns could 
be rewarded only by the enjoyment of the wealth 
aQd luxury of the empire of the South. In the 
dlird century before the Chriftian sera, a wall of 
fifteen hundred miles in length was conftruded, 
to defend the frontiers of' China againft the in- 
Mirds of the Huns '' } but this ftupendous Vrork, 
which hpkts a confpicuous place in the map of 
th<^ world, has never boocributed tb the fafety of 
an unwarlike peof^ The cavalry of the Tanjou 
frequently ccmfifted of* tmo or three hundred 
thoufand men, ibraiid^bU by the matchlefti d^i 
terky with which they matiaged their bdwr'Mi 
tlieir horfes } by their hardy p^ence in Tu^^brtv 
ing the inclemency of the Weaker ; and by t Ae 
mcredtble fpeed of their ntarib, which was ie^ 
dom checked by torrents^ or precipices, by*^the 
deepeft rivers, or by the mod lofty mountains. 

l^ Sft libraod Ivcfy io Harrises coll^dimii vol. ii* p« 9^31 } Beirt 
Travclty tol. i. p. S47— 154} ^nd Gmelin, in the Hift. Generals 
dct Voyages, tom. xviii. p. aSs— '329« They all remark the yii1<^ 
gar opinioiiy that tlia^jfi» grows angry and tempeftuous, if any- 
one jmAMnea to call it a /dl*. This grammaticai nicety often ex- 
cites a difpute, between the abAird fuperftition of the marinerSy and 
tl|e abfurd obftinacy of traTellers. 

1) The conftruAion of the wall of China is mentioned by Duhalde 
(toqi. ii« p> 45O and de Gwgnea (torn. ii« p. 59. )• 

They 


3^1 THE-DECLIJfE ANI? FALI». 

CHAP. They fpread themfelves at qnce\ov/er the face o£ 

s. ,^ the country ; , and their, rapid impetuofity fur*; 

Their prifed, aftonilhed, . and difcojicerted the grave and. 
the Chi- elaborate taftics of. a Chinefe arpiy. . The ewu 
c^ift*»oi P®*^^ Kaoti'% a foldier of fortune, whofe per- 
fonal merit had raifed him to the throne, march- 
ed againfl: th^ Huns iviih thofe veteran troops 
which had been trained in the civil warj^ of 
China. But he was fodn furrounde^ :by,tb«^Qarft 
barians ; and afti^r a (lege of. feven . days, the 
monarch, bopelefs of relief, >^s .reduce4 to •piiih 
chafe his deliverance by an ignominious capitQ«^ 
lation. The fucceflibrjS of :KaQli, ^haSk. Uvea 
were dedicated to the a^ts pf peace, or the . liiKt 
ury of the pal^ice, fubpitliiieil to.a.jnore ^nmamat 
difgrace. They too^.hja(lily ^confefled the inlkf- 
ficiency of arms an4 foncificiitsigj^. t Thi^y.^w^re 
too eafily convinced, thjat v^hjle : the . :bl wing . %- 
nab announced on erery^^ider.th^ approach p£.tbk 
Httns^ the Chinefe tro^ps^ ^ho Hi^t HkIUi , th« 
helmet oi^ their 1)^49 ;ind , the^ citi^af^ pn' thf^T 
back, were dcftroye4 by. the inceiiant ^bpi)r of 
ineffeftqal marches '^«. A regular paym^ of 
^notiey, and (ilk, was flipulat^d as the coQdifikm 

?4 Skt the life of Lieoupang, or Kaoti^ in 'tb^ Hift, de la Chine, 
pub!i(he4 at Paris i777» &c. torn. i. p. 441—511. This Toluniu 
DQus.work is the .lran0aiion (by the P. de ..Mai lis) tff the'Tonj. 
Kitn Kavg-M^iff the celebrated abridgment of .the great Hiiiory of 
(em tkouang (A. D. 1084.) j^nd his continuators. . 

35 bee a iree and ample memorial, prefentedby a Mandarin ta 
tlie emperor Venti (before Chnft 180— ^57.) in Duhalde (tom, ii* 
p. 4ia-i— 4a6*)} from a colledion of Stat« papers, niarlced with the 
red pencil by Kamhi him(e!F (p. 384*^6 1£.). Atiothet memorial 
irom the miniiier of war (Kang Mou^ turn. ii. p« 555*) fuppKea 
fume curious circupQttaAces 0^ the snannu's of the Hu 6^ 

of 
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Of a temporary and precarious peace ; and the c h^a p. 
WMtched expedient of difguifing a real tribute, 
under the names of a gift or a (ubfidy, was prac- 
dfisd^ liy the emperors of China, as well as by 
ihofe of Rome. But there ftill remained a more 
dilgraceitil ftrtide of tribute, which violated the 
facred' feelings of humanity and nature. The 
har^ips of the favage life, which deftroy in their 
infaricy the children who are born with a lefs 
healthy and robuft conftitution, introduce a re* 
markable difproportion between the numbers of 
the ttvo fexes. The Tartars are an ugly, and 
even deformed race; and, while they confider 
their own women as the inftruments of domeftic 
labour, • their defires, or rather their appetites, 
are direScd to the enjoyment of more elegant 
beauty. A felefl: band of the faireft maidens of 
China was annually devoted to the rude embraces 
df-the Huns^^; and the ailkmce of the haughty 
Tinfou^ ''•was**fectired by their marriage with the 
^iitfpir??,*^' or -adopted, daughters of the Imperial 
fatnily,^' which vainly attempted to efcape the 
facrifegfdiis pollutibn. The fituation of thefe 
imhap|)y vrftims is defcribed in the verfes of a 
Chinefe princefs, who laments that fli6 had been 
Condemned by her parents to a diftant exile, un- 
der a Barbarian hufband ; who complains that 
four milk was her only drink, raw flelh her only 
food, a tent her only palace; and who expreifes, 
in a drain of pathetic fimplidty, the natural wifh, 

3^ A fupply of wom^n itf meotiooed as a cullomary article of 
t^9ty and tribute (Hid. de la Conqnete de la Chine, par.ies Tar* 
tares MantcbeouXi toixi. i. pt iS6^ 187. with the note of the edi. 
tor), 

that 
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c H A f>. ' that fhe were tratufermed intaa bird, to^ ba^ 

XXVI. ^^ 

Ci..*v^ to her dear country ; the ob^ed of her Ceader aHA 

perpetual regret *^. 
Decline • ^ The cooqueft of China ha& been twkd?atcAi4Md 
J^^Huw/ by the paftoral tribes of the North^: tho^folcefc 
of the Huns were not inferior to thofe of itlH> 
Moguls^ or of the Mantdisciuic ; .and' theif am«f 
bition might entertain the mod fanguine hopes of 
fucceis. But thdr ptide was humbkd, and their 
progrefs was checked, by the sif ms aqd pc^y of 
Vouti ", the fifth emperor . of the powerful dy-r ^ 
Ant. nafty of the Han. In his long, reign of ftfty*foiif 
1^41- s . y^^^9 ^^ Barbarians, of the fouthera prqvinoes 
iubmitted to the laws and manxiers « of Qhina ; 
and the ancient Uniirs of , the monarchy . wer<{ 
enlarged, from the great river of Kiang, to thc^ 
port (^ Canton< Inftead of confining hin^felf^to 
the timid operations . of a d^i^ve ^ar» his Uea^ 
tenants penetrated many hundred miles mta rthQ 
cofuntry of the Huns, ia diofe bo^ndleft ,4l^ffSf9k 
where it is impoffible to form magai^es, and 
difficult tP; tranfport a fuffident fiippiy of pi^9r 
vifipns,, the. armies of Vouti were xepeaxedlj ex^ 
pofed :to intolerable hardfliips: and, of one him« 
^red. and forty tboufand foldiers, who marchecl 
againfl: the Barbarians, thirty thoufami only re* 
liurQed in fafety to the feet of thejr mafter« 
Tbefer lo0es, however, were cotnpenfated by 
fplendid and decifive (uccefs*^ The Chinefe gch 


' i-/5 •• 


37 De GutgneSy Hift. des Hum, torn. ii» p. €%• 

s^ Stt the retgn of the emperor V«litH in the Kang^ou, torn, itu 
p. 1 — 98. His vanott^t Und iaconftfteat cbaradlcr Teems tA.b^ im* 
partially drawu. 

neral^ 
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bentt improved the fuperioriiy ^Mch tbey der«r. ^ x^^/ 
€d from the temper of thdr arms, their chariots ^-^- v --^^ 
of war, and the fervice of their Tartar auxiKaries, 
The camp of the Tanjou was furprifed m the 
tttdft of fleep and intemperance: and, though 
the monarch of the Huns bravely cut his way 
through the ranks of the enemy, he left above 
AJfWen thoafand of his fubjefls on the field of 
battle* Yet this fignal vidory , which was pre«- 
ceded and followed by many bloody engagements, 
contributed much lefs to the dedrudtion of the 
power of the Huns, than the effeftual policy 
which was employed to detach the tributary 
nations from their obedience. Intimidaiekl by Ann 
the arms, or allured by the promifes, of Vouti ^^"*»7^' 
and his fucceflbrs, the moft confiderable tribes, 
both of the £aft and of the Weft, difclaimed the 
. autfaoricy of the Tanjou. While fome acknow* 
iedged themfelves the allies or vaffals of the 
-empire, they all became the implacable enemies 
of the Huns : and the numbers of that haughty 
people, as foon as they were reduced to their 
native ftrength, thigbt, perhaps, have been cbn« 
tamed within the walls of one of the great and 
populous cities of China '^ The defertion 
^f his fubjeSs, and the perpleidty of a civil 
war, at length compelled the Tanjou himfelf to 
renounce the dignity of an independent fovereign, 
and ' the freedom of a warlike and high-fpiritecl 

19 This ejcpreflion is nM in the memorial to the emperor Venti 
(Duhalde, tom. ii. p. 417.)* Without adopting the exaggerations 
of Marco- Polo and Ifaac VoUius, we may rationally allow fpr Pekin, 
two millions of inhabitants. The cities of the South| which contain 
the manufaftures of ChioSi are ftill more populous. 

t.*' 1^ nation^ 
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^ " ,^ ^* nation*. He was receired at Sigan, the cifntal 
v-^v"W of the monarchy, by the troops, the Mandarins^ 
'^"V^ and the emperor himfelf, with all the honours 

Cbrifti 51. * i i«r •*• 1 • 1 r 

that could adorn and duguiie the triumph of 
Chinefe vanity ^. A magnificent palace was pre* 
pared for his reception ; his place was. afligned 
.above all the princes of the royal iamily; and 
the patience of the Barbarian king was exhaoft*- 
ed by the ceremonies of a banquet, which con* 
lifted of eight couifes of meat, and of nine folemn 
pieces of mufic. But he performed, on his knees, 
the duty of a refpedful homage to the emperor 
of China ; pronounced, in his own name, and in 
the name of his fucceflbrs,. a perpetual oath of 
fidelity; and gratefully accepted a feal, which 
was beftowed as the emblem of his regal depend* 
ance. After this humiliating fubmiffion, the 
Tanjous fometimes departed from their, allegi* 
ance^ and feized the favourable moments of war 
s^nd rapine ; but the monarchy of the Huns grar 
dually declined, till it was broken, by civil 
diflenfion, into two hoftile and feparate king- 
A. D« 4S« dpms. One of the princes of the nation was 
urged, by fear and ambition, to retire towards 
tbe South with eight hords, which compofed be* 
tween forty and fifty . thoufand families. He 
obtained, with the title of Tanjou, a convenient 
territory on the verge of the Chinefe provinces; 
and his conftant attachment to the fervice of the 


^^ See tbe Kang.Mou, torn. Hi. p. 150.1 and the fubfequent 
events under the proper years. This snemorable fsftival. is ccle* 
brated in the £]ogc de Moukdenj and explained in a note by tb* 
P. Gaubil, p. 891 90« , . 
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empirb xivasrfecurcd by weaknefs, and the defire ^^yj^* 
of iierenge; 'From the time of this fatal fchifm, t^^,-*L^ 
tl^ Hubs of the North continued to languifli 
about fifty years; till they were oppreffed on 
every iide by their foreign- and domeftic enemies. 
The proud infcription *' of a column, ereded on 
a bfty mountain, announced to pofterity, that a 
Cbinefe army had marched feven hundred miles 
into the heart of their country. The Sienpi*% 
a tribe of Oriental Tartars, retaliated the injuries 
which they had- formerly fuftained ; and the 
power of the Tanjoias, after a reign of thirteen a. D. 91. 
hundced years, was utterly deftroyed before the 
end of the firft century of the Chriftian aera **. 

The fate of the vanquiflied Huns . was diver- Their emi- 
fified by the various influence of charafter and ^'aTd! 
fituation**. Above one hundred thoufand per- 100, &c. 
fons, the pooreft, indeed, and the mod puliU 
lanimous, of the people, were contented to remtin 
in their native country, to renounce their peculiar 
name and origin, and to mingle with the vic- 
torious nation of the Sienpi. Fifty-eight hords, 
about two hundred thoufand men, ambitious of a « 

4* This infcription was compofed on the fpot by Pankou, Pre- 
iident of the Tribunal of Hiftory (Kang.Mou, torn. iii. p. 39s.). 
Similar fnonoaieots have been dUeovered ro many parts of Tartary 
(Hifloiredes Huns, torn. ii. p. laa.)* 

4* M. de Guignes (torn. i. p* 1S9.} h^ inferted a ihort account 
of the Sienpi. 

41 The sera of the Huns is placed^ by the Cbinefe, xiro years be- 
^e Chrift. But the feries of their kings does not commence till 
tbe.year 130. (Uift. des Huns, torn. ii. p. «x. x%3.} 

44 The various accidents of the downfal and flight of the Huns 
tre related in the .IC%ng-Mou, torn. iii. p« %%. 91. 95. 139, &c. 
The fmaii numbers of each hprd may be afcribed to their lolTes and 
dinfioas. 

more 
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CHAP, more honound)Ie fervitude, retired towards ths 

XXVI 

K^^^.^ South ; implored the protedion of the emperors 
of China; and were permitted to inhabit, and 
to guard, the extreme frontiers of the province 
of Chanfi and the territory of Ortous. But the 
moil warlike and powerful tribes of the Huns 
maintained, in their adverfe fortune, the un^ 
daunted fpirit of their anceftors. The weftern 
world was open to their valour ; and they reiblv* 
ed, under the condud of their hereditary chief* 
tains, to difcover and fubdue fome remote coun« 
try, which was ftill inaccefHble to the arms of the 
Sienpit and to the laws of China *^ The courfe 
of their emigration foon carried them beyond the 
mountains of Imaus, and the limits of the Chinefe 
geography; but we are able to diftinguifh the 
two great divifions of thefe formidable exiles, 
which directed their march towards the Oxus» 
The white and towards the Volga. The firft of thefe colo- 
Hun«of j^jgg eftabliflied their dominion in the fruitful 
and extenfive plains of Sogdiana, on the Eaftem 
fide of the Gafpian: where they preferved the 
name of Huns, with the epithet of Euthalites, 
or Nepthalites. Their manners were foftened, 
and even their featutes were infenfibly improved, 
by the mildnefs of the climate, and their long 
refidence in a flourjlhing province ^, which might 

ftiU 

45 M. de Guignet has Ikilfiilly traced the footftepa of the Hons 
fhrovgh the vaftdefcrtt of Tartary (torn. ii. p. 113. 177, .&c» 

46 Mohamnied, Saltan of Carizme, retgned in Sogdiana^ when it* 
Wat invaded (A. ]^« 11 iS.) by- Zingis and hit moguls. Tbe 
Oriental hiftorians (fee d'Herbelot^ Petit de la Croix, 5£t:)'cefe. 
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ftiU retain a faint impreffion of the arts of ^j^yif" 
Greece *'. The white Huns, a name which they ^ ^*'-^'-— ^ 
derived from the change of their complexions^ 
foon abandoned the paftoral life of Scythia. 
GorgOj which, under the appellation of Carizme, 
has fince enjoyed a temporary fplendour, was 
the refidence of the king, who exercifed a legal 
authority over an obedient people. Their lux* 
ury was maintained by the labour of the Sog- 
dians ; and the only veftige of their ancient bar- 
barifm, was the cuftom which obliged all the 
Companions, perhaps to the number of twenty, 
who had fhared the liberality of a wealthy lord, 
to be buried alive in the fame grave *^ The 
vicinity of the Huns to the provinces of Perfia, 
involved them in frequent and bloody contefts 
with the power of that monarchy. But they 
refpedled, in peace, the faith of treaties ; in war, 
the dictates of humanity ; and their memorable 
viftory over Perofes, or Firuz, difplayed the 
moderation, as well as the valour, of the Bar- 
barians. The fecond divifion of their countrymen. The Hung 
the Huns, who gradually advanced towards the voiga. 

brate the populous cities which he ruined, and the fruitful country 
^hich he defolated. In the nejtt century^ the fame provinces of 
Chorafmia and Mawaralnahr were defcribed by Abulfeda (Hudfoo, 
Geograpb* Minor, torn. iiiT). Their a6lual mifery may be feen .i(i 
the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars, p« 413—4.69. 

^7 Juftin (xli. 6.) has left a ihort abridgment of the Greek kings 
of Ba^riana. To their induftry I fliould afcribe the new and extra« 
ordinary trade^ which tranfpurted the merchandizes of India into 
Europe, bytbeOxus, the Cafpian^ the Cyrus, thePhaHs, and the 
£uxtne. The other ways, both or the bnd and Tea, were pofTeired 
hy the Seleucides and the Ptolemies. (3ee I'Efprit des Loix, 
l.xxi.) 

4' Procopius de Bell* Perflco, Li. c. 3, p. 9. 
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CHAP. North-weft, were exercifed by the hardibips of 
a colder climate^ and a more laborious marcb» 
Neceility compelled them to exchange the filks 
of China, for the furs of Siberia j the imperfedl 
rudiments of civilized life were oblitirated ; and 
ihe native fiercenefs of the Huns was exafperated 
by their intercourfe with the favage tribes, who 
were compared, with fome propriety, to the wild 
heaiU oi^ the defert. Their independent fpirit 
foon rejedted the hereditary fucceffion of the 
TanJQUs ; and while each hord was governed by 
its peculiar Murfa, their tumuknary council di- 
refled the public meafures of the whole nation* 
As lat$ as the thirteenth century, their traniient 
refidence on the iEaftern banks of the Volga, wa$ 
attefted by the name of Great Hungary *•. In 
the winter, they defcended with their flocks and 
herds towards the mouth of that mighty river ^ 
and their fummer excurfions reached as high as 
the latitude of SaratofF, or perhaps the conflux of 
the Kama. Such at lead were the recent limits 
of the black Calmucks '\ who remained about a 
century under the protection of Ruflia ; and who 
have fmce returned to their native feats on the 
frontiers of the Chinefe empire. The march^ 
and the return, of thofe wandering Tartars, 

49 In the thirteenth century, the monk Rithrnqiits (who tra. 
veri<rd the immenfe plain of Kipzak, in his journey to the court of 
the Great Khan) obferved the remarkable name of Hnngsry^ with 
tHe tracea of a common language and origin (Htft. dee Voyages^ 
torn. vii. p. 3^.). ^ 

50 Bell (vol. I. p. 29— 34-)» and the editors of the Genealogictl 
Hiftory (p. 559), have defcribed the Calmucks of the Volga in the 
beginning of the prelent centary, 

whofe 


O^ THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 371 

♦hole vtiAtei camp confifty of fifty thoufand tents 9 SJ^^* 
or fattijlies, iHuftrat^ the diifant emigrations of the v^^i^v-^ 
ttncSsiit IHurn ^\ 

It is impbffible to fill tlie dark interval of Their con* 
time; which elapfed, after the Huns of the Volga ^\'*?^ ^* 
were loft in the eyes of the Chinefe : and before 
' tWey ftbwed themletves to thofe of the Romans* 
There is fomte reafon, however, to apprehend^ 
that the fame force which had driven them from 
tfieir native feats, ftUl! continued to impel their 
Aiarch towards the frontiers of Europe. The 
power of the Sienpi, their implacable enemies, 
wMch ^tended above three thoufand miles 
from Eaft to Weft*% muft have gradually op- 
prefled theni by the weight and terror of a for- 
ir^dabld nelghbourhobd t and the flight of the 
trii^e^ of Scythia would inevitably tend to increafe 
thd flfrengih,' or to contraft the territories, of the 
Huns. The harfli and obfcure appellations of 
th6f^ trib^ would offend the ear, without inform- 

, it This great tranfmigration of 300^000 Calmucks, or TorgoDts» 
1kap|)ened iii the year 1771* The ortginat narrative of Kien-long« 
the reigning emperor of China, which was intended for the infcrip- 
tion of a column^ has been tranfiated by the miifionaries of Pekin • 
(A^Iemoire far ia Chine^ torn. i. p. 401— 4.18.). The emperor af. 
fe£l8 the fmooth and fpectaus language of the Son of Heaven,- and 
th^' Father of hit Pe<>p(e. 

5* The&ang.A/iott (tom.iii. p. 4.47.) afcribes to their conquefts 
a fpace of 14,000 hi* According to the prefent #andard, 200 Hi (or 
more accurately 193) are equal to one degree of latkudt^ andont 
Englifh mile confequently exceeds three miles of Cluna, But thert 
are ftrong reafons to believe that the ancient R icarcely equalled 
<)ne-half of the modern. See the elaborate refearches of M. d*An* 
iftille^ « geographer, who is not a ftranger in any age, or climate^ 
«f the globe (Memoires de rA€a4. torn, ii, p« ift5«-jo's« Mefitret 
Itincrairesi p. X54— *i67«)* 
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ing the underftanding^ of the reader j but I caa* 
not fupprefs the very natural fufpidpn, tb^f the 
Huns of the North derived a confiderablc rein- 
.forcement from the ruin of the dynafty of the 
South, which, in the courfe of the third century, 
fubmitted to the dominion ^ of China j that th^ 
braveft warriors marched away in fearch of their 
free and adventurous countrymen ; and that, as 
they had been divided by ' profperity, they were 
eafily re-united by the common hardlhips of 
their adverfe fortune *^ The Huns, with their 
flocks and herds, their wives and children, their 
dependents and allies, were tranfported to. the 
Weft of the Volga, and they boldly advanced to 
invade the country of the Alani, a paftoral people 
who occupied, or wafted, an extenfive. traft of 
the deferts of Scythia. The plains between the 
Volga and the Tanais were covered with the 
tents of the Alani, but their name and manners 
were diffufed over the wide extent of their con-. 
quefts ; and the painted tribes of the Agatbyrfi 
and Geloni were confounded among their vafials. 
Towards the North, they penetrated into the 
frozen regions of Siberia, among the favages 
who v/ere accuftomed, in their rage or hunger^ 
to the tafte of human fiefh : and their Southern 
inroads were pufhed as far as the confines of 
Perfia and India. The mixture of Sarmatic and 

SJ See the Hiftoire def Hans, tom. ii\ p. t»5^i44. The ftiW 

fcquent hidory (p. f+S— i77-) of three or four Hunnic dynaftict 
evidently proves, that their martial fpirit yvas not impaired by a long 
reiidence ia Chin^* 

Germui 
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Crermto blood had contributed to improve the ^^xvi ^' 
features of the Alani, to whiten their fwarthy 
complexions, and to tinge their hair with a yel- 
lowilh caft, which is feldom found in the Tar- 
tar race. They were lefs deformed in their per- 
fons, lefs brutifh in their manners, than the Huns ; 
but they did not yield to thofe formidable Bar- 
barians .in their martial and independent fpirit; 
in the love of freedom, which rejefted even the 
ufe of domeftic Haves ; and in the love of arms, 
wliich confidered war and rapine as the pleafure 
and the glory of mankind. A naked fcymetar, 
fixed in the ground, was the only objeft of their 
religious worfliip; the fcalps of their enemies 
formed the coftly trappings of their horfes j and 
they viewed, with pity and contempt, the pufil- 
lanimous warriors, who patiently expelled the 
infirmities of age, and the tortures of lingering 
difeafe *\ On the banks of the Tanais, the mi-'^ 
litary power of the Huns and the Alani encoun- 
tered each other with equal valour, but with 
unequal fuccefs. The Huns prevailed in the 
bloody conteft : the king of the Alani was flain ; 
and the remains of the vanquifhed nation were 
diFperfed by the ordinary alternative of flight or 
fiibmiifioA "f A colony of exiles found a fecur$ 

14 tJtque bominibus quietis et placidls otium eft volupfabik, ha 
lilos pericuU juvant ct bclla. Judicatur ibi beatus qui in proelio 
profuderit aniinam : feoefcentes etiam et fortuitis mortibus niundd 
digrefTos, ut degeneres et ignavos conviciis atrocibus infe£tanttir* 
We^ muft think highly of the conquerors offufb nien« 

Si On the fubje^l of the AJani» fee Ammianus (xxxi. a.), Jor« 
i>andes (de Rebus Gettcis^ c. S4>0» ^* ^^ Guignes (Hilt, des Huns, 
torn. ii. p. 279.), and the GcA^alogicai Hiitory of th« Tartar» 
(torn* ii. p. 6i7*)« 
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CHAP, t^uge in the mountains of Caucafus, b^twfta t&# 
K...-^^' £u2;ine and the Cafpian ; where they itiU prefpnrce 
their name and their independence. Another 
colpny advanced, with irioce intrepid cpurage^ 
towards the fhores of the Ba)ticj aflQcjate4 
themfelves with the Northern tribes of G^rqiany; 
and fhared the fpoii of the Romaii prpvinces of 
Gaul and Spain. But the greatpft p^rt of thQ 
liation of the Alani embraced the offers of an 
honourable and advantageous union: and th$ 
Huns, who efteemed the valour of their lefs for- 
tunate enemies, proceeded, with an incresde of 
numbers and confidence, to invade the liqiit^ of 
the Gothic empire. 
Their TIC* The great Hermanric, whofe dominions ex? 

Ihe G^hs ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^*'^ic ^^ ^^^ Euxine, enjoyecl, 
A. P. 375* in the full maturity of age and reputation^ the 

fruit of his victories, when he was alarmed bjr 

the formidable ^approach of an hoft of unknowii 

. enemies '^, on whom his barbarous fubje&s mighty 

v^ithout injuftice, beftow the epithet of Bvh^* 

rians. The numbers, the ftrength, the rapid 

motions, and the implacable cruelty of the Huns^ 

were felt, and dreaded, and magnified, by the 

aftoniflied Goths ; who beheld their fields and 

villages confumed with flames, and deluged with 

indifcriminate flaughten To thefe real terrors^ 

S* As we are poflefled of the authentic hiftory of the Hunt^ i| 
troald be impertinent to repeat, or to refutei the fables^ which adC* 
ftprefent their origin and progrefp, their paflage of the mud or water 
•f the Marotia* in porAiit of an ox or ftag, Jes Indet qb*i1s avoient 
iccoovertesy &c, {% jfimus, 1. iv. p. %%^' Sozom'eOt 1. vi. c. 37* 
Vrocopius Hift. Mifcell. e* 5. Jornandes« c. s^. Grandeur ct Qe* 
ttdcBct, ftc« des Romaini'^ c. 17. )• 1 . . 
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they added, the furprife and abhorrence which 
were excited by the flirill voice, the uncouth 
geftures, and the ftrange deformity, of the Huns* 
Thefe favages of Scythia were compared (and the 
pifkure had fame . refemblance) to the animals 
who walk very awkwardly on two legs ; and to 
the mif-fhapen 6gure6, the Termini^ which were 
often placed on the bridges of antiquity. They 
were diftinguiflied from the reft of the human 
fpecies by their broad fhoulders, flat nofes, and 
fmall black eyes, deeply buried in the head ; and 
as they were almoft deftitute of beards, tKey ne- 
ver enjoyed either the manly graces of youth, or 
the venerable afpeft of age "•. A fabulous origin 
was alfigned worthy of their form and manners; 
that the witches of Scythia, who, for their foul 
and deadly praSices, had been driven from fo- 
ciety, had copulated in the defert with infernal 
fpirits ; and that the Hun^s were the offspring of 
this execrable conjunflion '*• The tale, fo full 
of horror and abfurdity, * was greedily embraced 
by the credulous hatred of the Goths ; but, while 
it gratified their hatred, it increafed their fearj 
fince the pofterity of daemons and witches might 
be fuppofed to inherit fome fliare of the prseter- 

S7 Prodigiofa? form«» et |Kindi ; ut bipcdcs exiftimes beftias) vcl 
quales in commarglnandis poati.hu <*, rfh^^iati ftipites dolantur .in^ 
compti. Ammlan. xxxi. i. Joinandes (c. 24. ) draws a Itrongr 
<3i'icature of a CaliTiucic face. Species pavenda nigredine «... 
<]ii8rdam deformis offa, non facies j hdbenfque niagi^ punAa quaia 
lumina. See Buffon, Hift. Naturelle, toin. iii. p. 3S0. 

5^ 'Ibis execrable origin, which Joi nancies (c. .34.) dercrihes witK 
the rancour of a Goth, might be originally rierived frora a more plead- 
ing fab]c of th€ Gieeks (Hcrodot. 1, iv. c. 9, &c.)« 
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natural powers, as well as of the malignant tem^ 
per, of their parents! Againft thefe enemieSj 
Hermanric prepared td exert the united forces 
of the Gothic ftate ; but he foon difcovered that 
his vaflal tribes, provoked by oppreffion, were 
much more inclined to fecond, than to repel, the 
invafion of the Huns. One of the chiefs of the 
•Roxolani" had formerly deferted the ftaridard of 
Hermanric, and the cruel tyrant had condemne4 
the innocent wife of the traitor to bq torn afun* 
dcr by wild horfes. The brothers of that unfor- 
tunate woman feized the favourable moment of 
revenge. The aged king of the Goths languifhed 
fome time after the dangerous wound which 
he received from their daggers : but the conduct 
of the war was retarded by his infirmities ; and 
the public councils of the nation were diftrade4 
by a, fpirit of jealoufy and difcord. His death, 
which has been imputed to his own defpair, left 
the reins of government in the hands of Withi- 
xjier, who, with the doubtful aid of fome Scythiaix 
mercenaries, maintained the unequal conteft againft 
the arms of the Huns and the Alani, till he was 
defeated anjl flain, in a decifive battle. Thq 
Oftrogoths fubmitted to their fate : and the royal 
race of the Araali will hereafter be found among 
the fubjefts of the haughty Atlfla. But the per- 
fon of Witheric, the infant king, was faved by 

59 The Roxolani may be the fathers qf the Pwj, the Rujftmn 
(d'Anville, Empire de Ruflie, p. 1— io.)*whofcrcf)dcncc (A.D.S62.) 
about Novogrod Veliki cannot be very remote from that which the 
Geographer of Ravenna (i, 12. iv. 4, 46, y, jg, 50.) afli^ns to th^ 
HoxoUni (A.P. 8S6.}, 
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tlie diligence of Alatheus and Saphrax ; two war- 
riors of approved valour and fidelity ; who, by 
cautious marches, conduced the independent 
remains of the nation of the Oftrogoths towards 
the Danaftus, or Niefter ; a confiderable river, 
which now feparates the Turkifh dominions from 
the empire of Ruffia. On the banks of the Ni- 
efter, the prudent Athanaric, more attentive to 
his own than to the general fafety, had fixed the 
camp of. the Vifigoths ; with the firm refolution 
of oppofing the victorious Barbarians, whom he 
thought it lefs advifable to provoke. The ordi- 
nary fpeed of the Huns was checked by the weight 
of baggage, and the incumbrance of captives ; 
but their military ikill deceived, and almoft de- 
ftroyed, the army of Athanaric. While the judge 
q{ the \1figoths defended the banks of the Niefter, 
he was encompaffed and attacked by a numerous 
{detachment of cavalry, wbo, by the light of the 
ipoon, had paiTed the river in a fordable place ; 
and, it was not without the utmoft efforts of cou- 
* rage and condudl, that he was able to efied bis 
retreat towards the hilly country. The undaunt- 
ed general had already formed a new and judi- 
cious plan of defenfive war ; and the ftrong lines, 
>vhif:h he was preparing to conftrud between the 
mountains, the Pruth and the Danube, would 
have fecured the extenfive and fertile territory 
that bears the ni^odern name of Walachia, from 
the deftru^Uve inroads of the Huns ^. But the 

^ The text of Amipianus feems tQ \)e iniperfe£l or corrupt} 
but the nature of the ground explains, and atmoft defines, the Go- 
tliic rampart, Mcmoires de VAQ^detnU, &c. torn, xitviii. p. 444*"* 
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^xxv ^' hopes and meafares of the judge of the Vifigothi^ 
<^i^w-w were foon difappointed, by the trembKng impa* 
tience of his difmayed countrymen 5 who were per- 
foaded by their fears, that the iftterpofitictti of the 
Danube was the only barrier that could fave them 
from the rapid puffuit, and invincible vateur, of 
the Barbarians of Scythia. Under the command 
of Fritigern and Alavivus *■, the body of the nation 
haftily advanced to the banks of the great river, 
and implored the protection of the Roman emperor 
of the Eaft. Athanaric himfelf, ftill anxious to 
avoid the guilt of perjury^ retired with a band of 
faithful followers, into the mountainous country ef 
Caucaland ; which appears to have been guarded, 
and almoft concealed, by the impenetrable forefts 
of Tranfylvania *\ 
TfceGothi After Valens had terminated the Gothic war 
tiuTlrro* with fome appearance of glory and fuccefs, he 
ttaionof made a progrefs through his dominions of Afia, 
A.D. 376. and at length fixed his refidence in the capital 69 
Syria, The five years ** which he ipent at An- 
tioch were employed to watch, from a fecure 
diftance, the hoftUe defigns of the Perfiaii* mo- 
narch ; to check the depredations of the Saracens 
and Ifaurians**; to enforce, by arguments more 

<^* M. de Buat (Hift. des Peuples de I*£uropet torn. vi. p. 407.) 
has conceive^ a ftrange idest that Alavivus was the (ane peribn att 
Ulphilas the Gothic biihopt and that UiphUaS| the grandfoa of % 
Cappadocian captive, became a temporal prince of the Goths. 

^* Ammianus (xxxi. 3.) and Joruandes (de Rebus Geticis, 
Ci, %^) deforibe the rubvtrfion of the Qothic empire by the. Huos* 

^i The chronology of Ammianus is obfcure and imperfect* Til* 
lemont has laboured to clear and fettle the Annals of Valens. 

^ Zofimus, U iv. p. aaj. Sozomen, 1. rU c* jS. The I&u- 
rlans, each winter, infefted the roads of Afa Mioor> as far-af tlie^ 
neighbourhood of Conftantinople. Bafil, £pift» ccl. apud Tilk- 
■f mont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. io5» 
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ftfvdknt than thofe of reatfon and eloquene^, the ^ h^p/ 
l^UcS of the Arian theology ; and to fetisfy his y^^^'^ 
aiiKK^f fufpiciom by the promifcuous executioa 
of the mnoc^nt aad the guilty. But the atten-^ 
dcm of the emperor wa$ moft ferioufly engaged; 
by the iiQpqrt^t inteUigepce which he received 
from the civil aAd military ' officers who were 
entruft^d with the defence of the Danube. He 
wa$ informed, that the North wa» agitated by a 
furious tempeil i that the irruption of the Huns^ 
an unknown aad monftrous race of favages, had 
fubverted the power of the Goths; and that the 
fitppliaAt multitudes of that warlike nation, whofe 
p^de was now humbled in the duft, covered a 
fpace of many miles along the banks of tb6 riven 
With out*{lretched arms, and pathetic lament'* 
atidnSy they loudly deplored their paft misibr« 
tunes and their prefent danger ; acknowledged, , 
that their only hope of fafety was in the clemency 
of th^ Roman government; and moft folemnly 
protefted, that if the gracious liberality of the 
emperor would permit them to cultivate the wafte 
lands of Thrace, they (hould ever hold themfelves 
bound, by the ftrongeft obligations of duty and 
gratitude, to obey the laws, and to guard the 
fimits of the republic. Thefe aflurances were 
confirmed by the ambafladors of the Goths, whd 
impatiently expefted-, from the mouth of Valens, 
an anfwer that muft finally determine the fate of 
tiheir unhappy countrymen. The emperor of the 
Saft was n<> longer guided by the wifdom and 
authority of his elder brother, whofe death hap- ^^^ 
^oed towards the end of the preceding year: Nov. 17. 

and 
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^ xxvL* ^^ ^ *^ diftrefsfiil fituation of the €rodi« re^ 
quired an inftant and peremptory dedfion, he 
was deprived of the favourite refource of feeUe 
and timid minds ; who confider the ufe of dilatory 
and ambiguous meafures as the moil admirable 
efforts of confummate prudence. As long as the 
fame paffions and interefts fubfift among man- 
kind, the queftions of war and peace, of juftice 
and. policy, which were debated in the councils 
of antiquity, will frequently prefent themfelves 
as the fubjeft of modern dej^ration. But the 
mod: experienced ilatefman of Europe has never 
been fummoned to confider the propriety, or the 
danger, of admitting, or rejeding, an innume« 
rable multitude of Barbarians, who are driven by 
defpair and hunger, to folicit a fettlement on the 
territories of a civilized nation* When th^t im- 
portant propofition, fo efientially conaeded with 
the public fafety, was referred to the minifter^ of 
Valens, they were -perplexed and diV&ied; but 
fhey foon acquiefced in the flattering fentiment 
which feeme4 the moil favourable to the pride^ 
the indolence, and the avarice of their fovereign. 
The flaves, who were decorated with the titles 
of pr^efeds and generals, diflfembled or difregard« 
ed the terrors of this national emigration; fo 
extremely difieraot from the partial and acci- 
dental colonies, which had been received on the. 
extreme limits of the empire* But they applaud- 
^ the liberality of fortqne, which had condu6led5 
from the moil: diftant countries of the glob^ a 
numerous and invincible army of flrangers, . to. 
defied (he tbrpne of V^ez^s j who nwight noisr^dd 
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to the royal treafures, the immenfe fums of goW ^^xvi*"* 
fupplied by the provincials to compekifate their s.^ -^ ^m^ 
annual proportion of recruits. The prayers of 
the Goths were granted^ and their fervice was 
accepted by the Imperial court : and orders were 
immediately difpatched to the civil and military 
governors of the Thracian diocefe, to make the 
neceiTary preparations for the pafTage and fub'^ 
fiftence of a great people, till a proper and fu& 
fident territory could be allotted for their future 
refidence. The liberality of the emperor was . 
accompanied, however, with two har(h and ri« 
gorous conditions, which prudence might juftify 
on the fide of the Romans; but which diftrefs 
alone could extort from the indignant Goths. 
Before they pafled the Danube, they were requir- 
ed to deliver their arms: and it was infifted^ 
that their children fhould be taken from them, 
and difperfed through the provinces of Afia; 
where they might be civilized by the arts of edu- 
cation, and ferve as hoftages to fecure the fidelity 
of their parents. 

During this fufpenfe of a doubtful and diftant thty are 
negociation, the impatient Goths made fomc ^^^^^f *" 
rafli attempts to pafs the Danube, without the theDa- 
permiflion of the government, whofe protection "heRo"* 
they had implored. Their motions were ftridtly niancm- 
obferved by the vigilance of the troops which 
were ftationed along the river; and their fore- 
mofl detachments were defeated with confiderable 
flaughter: yet fuch were the timid councils of 
the reign of Valens, that the brave officers who 

8 had 
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^xxvi.^* ted fervcd their country in the exetiifJdif of th^ 
daty, were pnnUhed by the lofs of their em^lo^f^ 
ments^ and natrowly efcaqped the idlb of th&i 
besd^; The Impbrial mandate was at lengt$l 
received for tranfportin^ over the Ddnubte th* 
whole body of the Gothtt nati'dn**; but thtfStei. 
cution of this otder wasa tafk of labdulr and dif<» 
ficulty. The ftream of the Damube, which iit 
thofe parts b above a nUle br&ad'^% had beeii 
fwelleid by incefialit rains ; and) in^ this tUiAulto^ 
cma paiEftge, many Were fWept awayj and droWn^^ 
hy the rapid violence of the cunfenfc* A htg& 
fleet of vefTels, of boats, and of canoes, wa^ p¥6^ 
vlded: many days and nights thdy ^^aff^ aiid 
repaffdd with indefatigable toil; and thd mblb 
ftrenuous diligence was exerted by the oBi^ti of 
Yatensy that not a fingle Barbarian, of tfiof<i^ylia 
were referv6d to fubvert tiie foundations of Roifie^ 
ftoukl be left on the oppofite ihire; It wj|t 
thought expedient that an axrcn'r^ete acconiit ftiOiM 
be taken of their numbers; but- the perfons who 
were employed foon defifted, with atn^aiti^fenS 
and difmay, from the ptofecution of the endleft 

^5 The paffage •iF the DaYiube is ex)K>fed by Ammhthlil (jibxU 
%f 4*)y Zorimu8'(]. iv. p. %t^, 224.), Eunapius in J^xcerpt. Legat* 
p. 19, %o.)y and Jornande^ (c. 25^ 26.). Ammianu$ {eclaret {c'. s.)^ 
that he meatns only, ipTat rerum digerere fummtates* BUt he oHtik. 
takeft a falfe meafure of their importante j and bit fu^riluoiM prb« 
lixity is difagreeably balanced by his unieafonable brevity.. 

,^ Chiftiull, a curious traveller, has rfmarked the breadth of the 
pKlnube, which. iil^ pafTed to the fouth of Buchareft^' near th^ con- 
il)«c of the Ar^fli^p. 77.)« He adiokes dre' \K9Mty an4 ipoBtaat^ 
QttSflenty of Msefiai or Bulgaria. 
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and imprafticable lalk*^: and the prihcipal hifr ^^xvi^ 
torian of the age mod ferioufly affirms^ that the 
prodigious armies of Darius and Xerxes^ which 
had fo long been confidered as the fables of vaia 
and credulous antiquity, were now joftifxed, in 
the eyes of mankind, by the evidence of foct and 
experience. A probable teftimony has fixed the 
number of the Gothic warriors at two hundred 
thoufand men ; and if we can venture to add the 
juft. .proportion of women, of children, and of 
flaves, the whol& mafs of people which compofed 
this formidable emigration, mult have amounted 
to near a million of perfons, of both fexes, and of 
all ages. The children of the Goths, thofe at 
leafl of a diftinguiflied rank, were feparated from 
the multitude. They were conduced, without 
delay, to the diftant feats afligned for their refi- 
dence and education ; and as the numerous traia 
of hoftages or captives paffed through the cities, 
their gay and fplendid apparel, their robuft and 
martial figure, excited the furprife and envy of 
the Provincials. But the ftipulation, the mod: 
offcnfive to the Goths, and the moft important 
to the Romans, was fhamefully eluded. The 
Barbarians, who confidered their arras as the en- 
figns of honour, and the pledges of fafety, were 
difpofed to oflFer a price, which the luft or avarice 
of the In\perial ofBccrs was eafily tempted to 

^7 Qn^m fi fcirevellf, Libyci velit squoris idem 
Scire quam multas Zephyro truduntur harense/ 
Ammiarius has inferted^ in his profe, thefe lines %£ Virgil (GeoV" 
gic. I. ii.), originaUy defigncd by the poet to exprefs the impof. 
Ability of numbering the diifer«nt forts of vines. See Plin. Hill. 
Natur. ii n'tY. • • . 
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CHAP, accept. To preferve their arms, the haughtjr 
v-^v-*-*' lararriors confented, with fome rcluftance, to 
proftituie their wives or their daughters; the 
charms of a beauteous maid, or a comely boy^ 
fecured the connivance of the infpeftorsj who 
fometimes caft an eye of covetoufnefs on the 
friaged carpets and linen garments of their new 
ailHes^% or who facrificed their duty to the mean 
confideration of filling their farms with cattle, and 
their houfes with flaves. The Goths, with arms 
in their hands, were permitted to enter the boats ; 
and when their ftrength was coUeded on the 
other fide of the river, the immenfe camp which 
wgs fpread over the plains and the hills of the 
Lower Maefia, aflumed a threatemng and evea 
hoftile afpeft. The leaders of the Oftrogoths, 
Alatheus and Saphrax, the guardians of their 
infant king, appeared foon afterwards on the 
Northern banks of the Danube ; and immediately 
difpatched their ambafladors to the court of An- 
lioch, to folicit, with the fame profeffions of alle- 
giance and gratitude, the fame favour which had 
been granted to the fuppliant Vifigoths. The ab- 
solute refufal of Valens fufpended their progrefs, 
and difcovered the repentance, the fufpicions, and 
the fear§, of the Imperial council. 
Their dif- An uudifciplined and unfettled nation of Bar- 
Ikiibon"^ barians required the firmeft temper, and the 
tent. mofl: dexterous management. The daily fub* 

•« Eunapius and Zofimus curioufly Tpecify thefe articles of Gothic 
wealth and luxury. Yet it n)u(t be prefutncdy that they were the 
manufaflures of tht provinces j which the Barbarians had ac^iiiie4 
as the rpcilft4>f war i or as the gifts^ or merchtndiie of peaces* 

<s Mencc 
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fiftence of near a million of extraordinary fubjefts 

couki . be iupplied only by conftant and fkilful 

.diligence, . and. ihight continually be interrupted 

fay miftake or accident. The infolence^ or the 

indignation of the Goths, if they conceived them- 

felves to he-i the objefte, either of fear, or of 

contempt,, might urge them to the mod defperat^ 

exdremities; and 'the fortune of the ftate feemed 

to depend oil the prudence, a§ well as the inte^ 

grity, of the generals of Valens. At this iflii 

portant crifis, the military government of Thracd 

was exercifed by Lupicinus and Maximus, in 

whofe venal minds the flighteft hope of private 

Emolument outv^eighed every confideration of 

public advantage ; and vi^hofe guilt was only alle^^ 

viated by their incapacity of dffcerning the per* 

niciodi eflPefts of their rafh and criminal admini- 

ftration. Ihftead of obeying the orders of their 

fovereign, and fatisfying, with decent liberality, 

the demands of the Goths, they levied an unge^ 

fierous and oppreffive tax on the wants of the 

hungry barbarians. The vilefl: food was fold at 

an extravagant price ; and, in the room of whol- 

fonbe and fubfential provifions, the iparkets were 

filled wkh the flelh of dogs, and of unclean ani- 

ttials, who had died of difeafe. To obtain the 

valuable acqui^tion of a pound of bread, the 

Goths refigned the poffeffion of an expenfive, 

though ferviceable, flave; and a fmall quantity 

of. meat was greedily purchafed with ten pounds 

of a precious, but ufelefs, metal ^\ When their 

property 

^ Decern lihrasi the word Jiher niuft be underftood. Jornandes 

betrays the paflions and prejudices of a Goth. The fervlle Greeks, 

Vol. IV. . C c .' Eunapius 
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^xxvi^' property was exhaufted^ they continued this nc« 
ceflary traffic by the fale of their fons and dat^- 
ters ; and notwithftanding the love of freedom, 
which animated every Gothic breaft, they fub- 
mitted to the humiliating maxim» that it was 
better for their children to be maintained in. a 
fervile condition, than to perifli in a ftate of 
wretched and helplefs independence. The mod 
lively refentment is excited by the tyranny of 
pretended beneiadors, who fternly exzdi the debt 
of gratitude which they have cancelled by fub- 
fequent injuries. : a fpirit ' of difcontent infenfibly 
arofe in the camp of the Barbarians, who pleaded, 
without fuccefs, the merit of their patient. and 
dutiful behaviour; and loudly complained of 
the inhofpitable treatment which they had re-, 
ceived from their new allies. They beheld around 
them the wealth and plenty of a fertile province, 
in the midft of which they fuffered the intolerable 
hardfliips of artificial famine. But the means of 
relief, and even of revenge, were in their hands ; 
iince the rapacioufnefs of their tyrants had left, 
to an injured people, the pofleilion and the ufe 
of arms. The clamours of a multitude, «^ un- 
taught to difguife their fentiments, announced the 
firft fymptoms of refiftance, and alarmed the 
timid and guilty minds of Lupidnus and Max- 
imus. Thofe crafty miniders, who. fubiUtuted 

Eunapius and 2^orimuSy difguife the Roman opprtflien, and execrate 
the perfidy of the Barbarians. Amniianus> a patriot biftorian^ 
ftightly, and relufiantly, touches on the odious fubje^. JerooTj 
who wrote almoft on the fpot^ is fair> though concife; Per avafitiam 
Maximi ducis^ ad rebdlionem fame coa^i funt (in Chron.}. 

the 
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the cunning of temporary expedients to the ^i£e ^ Jiyi^* 
and falutary cdunfels of general policy, attempted >^i---v'W 
to remove the Goths from their dangerous ftation 
on the frontiers of the empire; and to difperfe 
them in feparate quarters of cantonment, through 
the interior provinces. As they were confcious 
how ill they had deferved the refpeft, or con- 
fidence, of the Barbarians, they diligently coU 
leded,* from every fide, a military force, that 
might urge the tardy and reludant march of a 
people, who had not yet renounced the title, or 
the duties, of Roman fubjedls. But the generals 
of Valens, while their attention was folely di- 
reeled to the difcontented Vifigoths, imprudently, 
difarmed the fhips and the fortifications which 
conftituted the defence of the Danube. The 
fatal overfight was obferved, and improved, by 
Alatheus and Saphrax, who anxioufly watched 
the favourable moment of efcaping from the . pur- 
fuit of the Huns. By the help of fuch rafts and 
veiTels as could be haflily procured, the leaders 
of the Oftrogoths tranfpdrted, without oppofition, 
their king and their army ; and boldly fixed an 
hoflile and independent camp on the tcnitories of 
the empire ^\ 

Under the name of judges, Alavivus and Fri* Revolt of 
tigern were the leaders of the Vifigoths in peace in^^M^fia, 
and war ; and the authority which they derived ^^j| ^^«J^ 
from their birth, was ratified by the free confent lorie*, 
of the nation. In a feafon of tranquilKty, their 
power might have been equal, as well as their 

70 Ammianus, xxxi. 4, 5. 
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^xxvi^' ^^^^5 ^^^' ^* ^^^ a5 their countrymen weri 
exafperated by hunger and oppreffion., the fupe- 
rior abilities of Fritigern affumed the military 
command, which he was qualified to. e^ercife 
for the public ^welfare. He reftrahied the impa- 
tient fpirit of the Vifigoth», till the injuries md 
she infults of their tyrants fliould juftify their 
refiitance in the opinion of mankind : but he was 
not difpofed to facnfice any foKd advantages for 
the empty praife of juftice and moderation. 
Senfible of the benefits which would refolt frona 
the union of the Gothic powers under the fame 
ftandard, he fecreily cultivated the friendfhip of 
the Oftrogoths ; and while he profeiFed an im- 
plicit . obedience to the orders of the Romaic v 
generals, he proceeded by fiow march^ towards 
Marcianopolis, the capital of the Lower Msefia, 
abouc feverity miles from the banks of the Da- 
nube. On that fatal fpot, the flames of difeord 
and mutual hatred burft forth into a dreadful 
conflagration, Lupicinus had invited the Gothic 
chiefs to a fplendid entertainment ; and their 
martial train remained under arms at the entrance 
of the palace. But the gates of the city were 
ftriftly guarded ; and the Barbarians were fternly- 
excluded from the ufe of a plentiful market, to 
which they aflerted their equal claim of fubje£ts 
and allies. Their humble prayers were rejefted 
with infolence and derifion ; and as their pa- 
tience was now exhaufted, th^townfmen, the fol- 
diers, and the Goths, were foon invoIVed in a« 
conflict of pafTionate altercation and angry re- 

proaches. 
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f)roaclie8. A blow was improdently given ; a ^ ^tA ^ 

J^ A, * J • 

fword Vas haftily drawn ; and the firfl blood that 
wa$ fpUt in this accidental quarrel, became the 
fignal of a long and deftruftive War. In the 
midft' of noife and brutal intemperance, Lupx- 
cintis was informed, by a fecret meffenger, that 
tnarly of his foldiers were flaini and defpoiled of 
their arms ; and as he was already inflamed by 
wine, and oppreffed- by fleep, he iflued a rafti 
commaiid, that their death (hould be revenged 
by the maflacre of the guards of Fritigern and 
Alaviviis* The clamorous Ihouts and dying 
groans apprifed Fritigern of his extreme danger t 
and, as he poffeffed the calm and intrepid fpirit 
of a hero, he faw that he was loft if he allowed a 
moment of deliberation to the man who had fo 
deeply injured him. *' A trifling difpute,** faid 
the Got^hic leader, with a firm but .gentle tone 
of voice, " appears to have arifen between the 
^ two nations ; but it may be produftive of the 
** moft dangerous confequences,* unlefs the tu- 
" mult is immediately pacified by the affurance 
^' of our fafety, and the authority of our pre- 
** fence/' At thefe words, Fritigern and his 
companions drew their fwords, opened their paf- 
(age through 'the unrcfiftlng crowd, which filled 
the palace, the ftreets, and the gates, of Marcia- 
nopblis, and, mounting their horfes, haftily va- 
niflie'd from the eyes of the ailoniflied Romans. 
The generals of the Goths were faluted by the 
fierce and joyful acclamations of the camp : w^r 
was inftantly refolved, and the refolution was 

C c 3 executed 
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CHAP, executed without delay : the bana^fs of the nation 
were difplayed according to the cuftom of their 
anceftors ; and the air refounded with the harfli 
and mournful mufic of the Barbarian trumpet ^'. 
The w^ak and guilty Lupicinus, who had dared 
to provoke, who had negleded to deftroy, and 
who ilill prefumed to defpife, his formidable ene- 
my, marched againfl: the Goths, at the head of 
fuch a military force as could be coUeded on this 
fudden emergency. The Barbarians expelled his 
approach about nine miles from Marcianopolis $ 
and on this occafion the talents of the general 
were found to be of wore prevailing efficacy thaa 
the weapons and difcipline of the troops. The 
valour of the Goths was fo ably direfted by the 
genius of Fritigern, that they broke, by a clofe 
;md vigorous attack, the ranks of the Roman 
legions. Lupicinus left his arms and ftandards, 
bis tribunes and his braveft foldiers, on the field 
of battle ; anrf" their ufelefs courage ferved only 
to prote6l the ignominious flight of their leader. 
•* That fuccefsful day put an end to the diftrels 
of the B^rbarians^ and the iecurity bf the Ro« 
mans : from t^at day, the Goths, renouncing 
the precarious condition of ftrangers and exiles, 
^^ aflumed the chara^er of citizens and mafters, 
" claimed an abfolute dominion over the pof* 
^* feflbrs of l?iqd, and held, in their pwn right, 
^* the northern provinces of the empire, which 
^* are bounded by the JQaniibe."' Su<;h 2^re the 

words 

71 Vexillif de mM fiiblatis* auditifque tppt fim^tlhns dt0^ 
Ammian. xxxi. 5. Tbefe are the rama ctrtfttA ot Claudian (in Rufin. 

"• 57)* 
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words of the Gothic hiftorian ^% who celebrates, ^JL^j ^* 
with rude eloquence, the glory of his country- ^^^^--^ 
men. But the dominion of the Barbarians was 
exercifed only for the purpofes of rapine and d&f 
ftrudion. As they had been deprived, by the 
miaifters of the emperor, of the common benefits 
of nature, and the fair intercourfe of focial life, 
they retaliated the injuftice on the fubjefts of the 
empire ; and the crimes of Lupicinus were es> The3r pe- 
piated by the ruin of the peaceful hufbandmen of xhrawiT^* 
Thrace, the conflagration of their villages, and 
the maiTacre, or captivity, of their innocent fami- 
lies.,. The report of the Gothic vidory was foon 
diflfufed over the adjacent country ; and while it 
fiUed the minds of the Romans with terror and 
difmay, their own hafty imprudence ,contributed 
to increafe the forces of Fritigern, and the cala* 
mities of the province. Some time before th^ 
great emigration, a numerous bpdy of Goths, 
under the command of Suerid and Colias, had 
been received into the protedioa and fervice of 

ii. 57. )y the large fiorns of the Uri, or wild bull ; fuch as have been 
more recently ufed by the Swifs Cantons of Uri and Underwald 
(Simler de Republics Helvet. K ii. p. 201. edit. Fufelin. Tigur. 
1734.). The military horn is finely, though perhaps cafually, 
introduced in an original narrative of the battle of Nancy (A. D. 
1477.). " Attendant ie combat le dit cor fut corne par trois foit, 
** tant que le vest du fouffie.ur pouvoit durer : ce qui eibahit fort < 
** Monfieur de Bourgoigne; car deja a Merat Pavoit o^." (See 
the Pieces Juftificatives in the 4to edition of Philippe de Comines, 
torn. lit. p. 493.). 

7B Tornandes de Rebus Getic is, c. 16. p. 64S. ^dit. Orof. Thefe 
fplendidi fanm ((bey are comparatively fuch) are undoubtedly tran- 
i'cnbed from the larger hiftoriet of Prifcusy Ablavius» or CafFio- 
iloriust 
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^xxvi^* the emph-e". -They were encamped under the 
walls of Hadrianople : but the minifter^ of Vakns 
^ere anxious to rembve them beyond the Hefc- 
fefpont, at a diftance from the dangerous tempt- 
ation which might To eafily be communicated by 
the neighbourhood, and the fuccefs, of their 
countrymen. The refpeftful fubmiffion witfii 
which they yielded to the order of their march^ 
might be confidered as a proof of their fideKty ; 
and their moderate requeft of a fufEcient allow- 
arice of provifions, and of a delay of only two 
days, was expreffed in the moft dutiful terms. 
But the firft magiftrate of Hadrianople, incenfed 
by fome diforders which had been committed at 
his country-houfe, refufed this indulgence j and 
irming againft them the inhabitants and manu- 
fafturers of a populous city, he urged, with hoC- 
tifc threats, their inftant* departure. The Bar- 
barians ftbod fllent and amazed, till they were 
exstfpefated' by the infutting clamotirs, and miflile 
weapons, of the populace : but when patience ot 
contempt was fatigued, they crufhed the undis- 
ciplined multitude, inflided many a fhameful 
wound on the backs of their flying enemies, and 
defpoiled them of the fplendid armour '*, which 
they were unworthy to bear. The refemblance 
of their fufFerings aiid their aftions foon united 
this viflorious detachment to the nation of the 

71 Cum populis fuis lorige ante furc^pti. Wc are ignorant of* the 
precife date and circumAances of their tranrmigration. , 

74 An Imperial m^QufaSure of (kields, &c. vfJ9H cft«blifl>ed at 
Hadrianople; and the populace were headed by the Fahrka^^ «r 
workmen (Valcf. ad Ammian. xxxi* 6.}t 

Vifigothsj 
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Vifigotfcsj. the troops ' of CoHas and Suerid ex- <!^ h a p. 
pciSed the approach of the great Fritigern, ranged* 
themfelves onder hisftandard, and iignaiized their 
ardour in the fiege of Hadrianople. But tba 
tefiRance of the garrifon informed the Barbarians^ 
rbiit, in the attack of regtilar fortifications, the 
ftffoptg of unlkiiful courage are feldom cffeftuaU 
'J^eir general acknowledged his error, raifed the 
fiege, declared that " he was at peace with 
'" ftone \valis^%'' and revenged his difappoint* 
tnent on the adjacisnt country. He accepted, 
^ith plcafore, the ufefiil reinforcement of hardy 
wdrkthen, who laboured in the gold mines of 
Thrace '% for the emolument, and under the 
laOi, of an unfeeling matter": and thefe new 
affociates condufted the Barbarians, through the 
fd:ret paths, to the mott fequeftered places, which 
bad been chofen to fecure the inhabitants, the 
caQle, and the magazines of eorn. With the 
affiftance of fuch guides, nothing coaild remain 
knpepvion^ of inact:effible^ refiftance was fatal; 
fligdt wsls impra&icarble ; and the patient fub* 

75 Pacem .fibi tfk cum p^rietibus memorans. Ammian. xxxi. 7« 
T^ 'I^bei'e mines were in the country of the BeiTl, in the ridge of 
rtio\tntam9; tHe Kho<k)pe, that runs between Phillippi and Pbillippk>6- 
poHs} two Macedonian citieSi which derived their name and origin 
horn the father of Alexander, From the mines of Thrace he an- 
nually received the value, not the weight, of a tlioufand talents 
(Aoo,ooal.)j a revenue which paid the phalanx, and corrupted tbie 
orators of Greece. See Diodor. Siculus, torn. ii. 1. xvi, p. S8« 
edit, Weffeling. Godefroy's Commentary on the Theodofian Code, 
torn. iii. p. 496. Cellarius, Geograph* Antiq. torn. i. p. 676. 857* 
B'Anvilie, Geographic Ancienne, torn. i. p. %%6* 

77 As thofe unhaj^y workmen often ran away, Valens had 
enabled fcverc laws to drag them from their bidiog^places. Cod, 
Thcodofian.J. x. tit, xix. leg. 5. 7* 

midion 
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^xxvif* *^5ffion^ of helplefs innocence feldom found mercy 
^-'•^v— *^ • from the Barbarian conqueror. In the courfe of 
thefe depredations, a great number of the chil- 
dren of the Goths, who had been fold into cap- 
tivity, were reftored to the embraces ^ their 
afflided parents; but thefe tender interviews^ 
which might have revived and cheriihed in their 
minds fome fentiments of humanity, tended only 
to ftimulate their native fiercenefs by the defire 
of revenge. ,They liftened; with eager attention^ 
to the complaints of. their captive children, who 
had fuffered the molt cruel indignities from the 
luftful or angry paffions of their mafters ; an^ the 
fame cruelties, the fame indignities, were feverely 
retaliated on the fons and daughters of the Ro- 
mans^'.' 
Opera- The imprudence of Valens 9Xid his minUters had 

tlw^Gothic "i^J^oduced imo the heart of the empire a narioa 
^ar, of enemies; but the Vifigoths might , even i yet 

' * ^^^* have been reconciled, by the manly confei&an q£ 
pafl: errors, and the fincere performance of for-, 
mer engagements. Thefe healing ajid tempoRite 
meafures feemed . to concur with the timorous 
difpofition of the fovereign of the Eaft : but, on 
this occafion alone, Valens was brave ; and his 
unfeafonable bravery was fatal to himfelf and tp 
his fubjefts. He declared his intention of march- 
ing from Antioch to Conftantinople, to fubdue 
this dangerous rebellion ; and, as he was not 

r 

7^ See Ammianus, xxxi. 5, 6. The hi({orian of the Gothic war 
lofes time aird fpace, by an unfeafonable recapitulation of the ancient 
inroads of the Barbarians. 

ignorant 
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Ignorant of the difficulties of the cnterprifc, he ^ ^J^^" 
foUcitcd the afiiftance of his nephew, the emperor 
Gratian, who commanded all the forces of the 
Weft. The veteran troops were haftily recalled 
iirom the defence of Armenia; that important 
frontier was abandoned to the difcretion of Sapor ; 
and the immediate condud of the Gothic war 
was entrufted, during the abfence of Valens, to 
his lieutenants Trajan and Profuturus, two gene- 
rals who indulged themfelves in a very falfe and 
favourable opinion of their own abilities. On 
their arrival in Thrace, they were joined by Ri- 
chomer, count of the domeftics ; and the auxili- 
aries of the Weft, that marched under his ban- 
ner, were compofed of the Gallic legions, reduced 
indeed by a fpirit of defertion to the vain appear- 
ances of ftrength ^d numbers. In a council of 
Warj which was influenced by pride, rather than 
by realbn, it was refolved to feek, and to en- 
counter, the Barbarians; who lay encamped in 
the fpacious and fextile meadows, near the moft 
fouthem of the fix mouths of the Danube ^•. 
Their camp was Turrounded by the ufual forti- ' 
fication of waggons '° ; and the Barbarians, fecure 

79 The Itinerary of Antoninus (p. »i6, 1*7, edit. Weffcling) 
marks the fituation of this place about fixty miles north of Tomi, 
Ovi<l*s exile : and the name of Salftes (the willows) expreffes the 
nature of the Coil* 

*** This circle of waggons, the Carrage^ was the tifaal fortifica- 
tion of the Barbarians (Vegetius de Re Militari, 1. iii. c. 10. 
Valefius ad Ammian. xxxi. 70* '^^^ pia6lice and the name wer^, 
preferved by their defcendants, as late as the fifteenth century. The 
Cbarroy, which funounded the Ofi, is a word familiar to the readers of 
Frofflfard, or Comines* 

withia 
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CHAP. Within the vaft circle of the. inclofute, enjoyed the 

XXVI ' J J 

fruits of their valour, and the fpoils of the pro- 
vince. In the midft of riotous intemperance, the 
watchful Fritigem obferved the motbns, and 
penetrated the defigns, of the Romans. He 
perceived, that the numbers of the enemy were 
continually increaiing \ and, as he underftood 
their intention of attacking his rear, as foon as 
the fcarcity of forage ihouW obliga him to remove 
his camp \ he recalled to their, ftandard hi^ pre- 
datory detachments, which cowered the adjacent 
country. As foon as they defcried the flaming 
beacons*', they obeyed, with . incredible fpeed^ 
the fignal of their leader; the camp was filled 
with the martial crowd of Barbarians ; their im- 
patient clamours demanded the .battle, and their 
tumultuous zeal was approved aitd animated by 
the fpirit of their chiefs. . The evening was aU 
ready far advanced,; and the two armies prepared 
themfelves for the approaching Comblit, which 
was deferred only till the dawn of d&y* Wbil^ 
the trumpets* founded to arms, the undaunted 
courage of the Goths was confirmed by tRe 
mutual obligation of a folenri oath ; and as they 
advanced to meet the enemy, the rude fongs, 
which celebrated^ the glory of their forefathers^ 
were mingled with their fierce and diflbnant out- 
cries; and oppofed to the artificial harmony of 

S( Statim ut accenfi malleoli. I have ufed the literal fenfe of 
real torches or beacons : but I almoil fufpeiSl, that it is only one of 
thofe iQigid metaphors, thofe falfe ornaments, ihat perpetually dis- 
figure the ftyle of Ammianus. 

the 
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l^e Roman fhoutk Some miiitary (kill was dif* 
played by Fritigern to gain the advantage of a 
commanding eminence ; but the bloody confllft, 
vrhich began and ended with the light, was main- 
tained, on either fide, by the perfonal and ob^^ 
(linate efforts of ftrength, valour, and agility. 
The legions of Armenia fupported their fame in 
arms ; but they were oppreffed by the irrefiftible 
weight of the hoftile multitude : the left wing of 
the Romans was thrown into diforder, and the 
field was ftrewed with their mangled carcaffes. 
This partial • defeat was balanced, however, . by 
partial fuccefs; and when the two armies, at a 
late hour of the evening, retreated to their rc-» 
Ipeftiye xamps, neither of them could claim the 
honours, or the effefts, of a decifive viftory# 
The real lofs was more fever ely felt by the Ro- 
mans, in proportion to the fmallnefs of theit* 
numbers ; but the Goths were fo deeply con-- 
founded and difmayed by this vigorous, and per<» 
haps unexpefled, refiftance, that they remained- 
feven days within the circle of their fortifications^- 
Such funeral rites, -as the circumfta^ces of time- 
and place would admit, were pioufly difcharged 
to fome ofiicers of diftinguiflied rank;* but the 
indifcriminate vulgar was left unburied on thei 
plain. Their flefli was greedily devoured by thei 
birds of prey, who, in that age, enjoyed very 
frequent and delicious Jfeafts; and feveral years 
afterwards the white and naked bones, which 
covered the wide extent of the fields, prefented 
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CHAP, to the eyes of Ammianus^ a dreadful monomenf 
^^..-v-^ of the battle of Salices ■*. 

Union of The progrefs of the Goths had been checked 
with the by the doubtful event of that bloody day ; and 
Sr&c^" the Imperial generals, whofe army would have 
been confumed by the repetition of fuch a con- 
teft, embraced the more rational plan, of deftroy- 
ing the Barbarians, by the wants and preflure 
of their own muhitudes. They prepared to con- 
fine the Vifigoths in the narrow angle of land, 
between the Danube, the defert of Scythia, s^d 
the mountains of Haemus, till their ftrength and 
fpirit fhould be infenfibly wafted by the inevf- 
table operation of famine. The delign was pro* 
fecuted with fome condud and fuccefs ; the 
Barbarians had almbfl exhaufted their own ma- 
gazines, and the harvefts of the country ; and the 
diligence of Saturninus, the mafter-general of the 
cavalry, was employed to improve the ftrength," 
and to contraiS: tl^e extent, of the Roman for- 
tifications. His labours were interrupted by the 
alarming intelligence, that new fwarms df Bar- 
barians had pafled the unguarded Danube, either 
to fupport the caufe, or to imitate the example, 
of Fritigern. The juft apprehenfion, that he 
hiinfelf might be furrounded, and overwhelmed, 
by the arms of hoflile and unknown nations, 

** Indicant nunc ufque albfntes o/libus campi« Ammian, xxxu 
7* The hiflorian might have viewecf thde plains, either as a foldier, 
of as a traveller. But bis modeOy has fupprefled the adventures' oF 
his own life AibfeqUent lo the Perfian wars of Con(hintiuf aod Ju* 
lian. ^ye are ignorant of the time when he quitted the fervice and 
retired to Rome, where be appears to have compoied his Hiftory of 
bis Own Times. 

8 com* 
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compelled Saturmnus to reHnquifli the fiege of ^ xxvi/ 
the Gothic camp: and the indignant Vifigoths, 
breaking from their confinement, fatiated their 
hunger and revenge, by the repeated devaftation 
of the fruitfiil country, which extends above three 
hundred miles from the banks of the Danube to 
the'ftreights of the Hellefpont"\ The fagacious 
Fritigern had fuccefsfuUy appealed to the paf- 
fions, as well as to the interefl:, of his Barbarian 
allies J and the love of rapine, .and the hatred of 
Rome, feconded, or even prevented, the elo- 
quence of his ambafladors* He cemented a ftricb 
and ufeful alliance with the great body of his 
countrymen, who obeyed Alatheus and Saphrax 
as the guardians of their infimt king: the long 
animofity of rival tribes was fufpended by the 
fenfe of their common intereft ; the independent 
part of the nation was afibciated under one ftand- 
ard J and the chiefs of the Oftrogoths appear to 
have yielded to the fuperior genius of the general 
of the Vifigoths. He obtained the formidable 
aid of the Taifalae, whofe military renown was 
difgraced and polluted by the public infamy of 
their domeftic manners. Every youth, on his 
entrance into the world, was united by the, ties 
of honourable friendfhip, and brutal love, to fome 
warrior of the tribe; nor could he hope to be 
releafed from this unnatural connexion, till he 
had approved his manhood, by flaying, in fingle 
combat, a huge bear, or a wild boar of thefo^ 


'3 Ammian, xxt'u 8« 
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CHAP, reft '*. But the moft novvQjful auxiKaties of the 
Goths were drawn from th^ camp .of tbofe caie^- 
jpks who had expelled tbem frop? tjieir native 
feats. The loofe; fubordination, ?ind .^xtenfive 
poifefGonS) of the Huns and the; Alajii^ delayed 
the conquefts, ,aDd diftr^i^^od rh^. .cwncUsj of 
that viftorious people.. Several pf the. fa;^rd§ ^€t€ 
allured by the liberal prornifes. of Jrii^gern; a^^ 
the rapid cavalry of Scycbig, added weight and 
energy to the fVeady and ftxei\uous f fff>rts of th^; 
Gothic infentry. Thq ^aripatians, who could 
never forgive the fucceflbr - of Valentiniain^ enjoy* 
ed and increafed the general confufion ; and a 
feafonable irruption of the Aleqijann^ into the 
provinces .of Gaul, cngjig^d the attention, an4 
diverted the forces, of the emperor of tbe- W^ft ^'•. 
One of the mod dangerous, inpoavenienqi^ of 
the introduAiou of the Barbai^iaas int^ the ^ army 
Aiemanni, and the palacc, wa^. fenfibly .feit jp tbeir -cpr- 
May]^^ ' refpondence with their hoftile country men j to 
>vhom they imprudently, or malicioufly, revealed 
the weaknefs of the Rom^n eippir^. AfoWicr, 
of the life-guards of Gratian, was of .the natioii 

H Plane Taifalorum gentein turpem, ct obfcenx vitae ffagitMS Ita 
accipimus meiTamj ut apu^i ^os nefdftdj concubitus foeciert; c6pif« 
Icntur mares pubercs, setatts viiiditatem in ^orgm (toliutrs uiit?<is 
confumptiirj. Porro, fi qui jam adultus aprum exceperit folus, vel 
ihteremit urfum immanem, colluvione libeVatur incelti. AmmHn, 
xxxi. 9. Among the Greeks likewifCi' more efpeciaUy ttmong the 
Creians, the holy bands of frtendfliip wejre .contirmedy 9n6,(vAlief[, 
by unnaiurHl love. 

^5 Arfimian. xxxi. S, 9. Jerom (torn. i. p. 46.) eiiumer-'** the 
tiationSji ^nd inaiks a calamitous period of twenty years.* 
epiftte to Heiiodorus was cojupofed in the year, 397 (T.i .u •,. 
'' Miwn. Eccld'. torn. xii. p. 645. J. 
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of the Aiemanni^ and of the tribe of the Len* ^Jly,^* 
tienfes^ who dwelt beycmd the lake of Gonftance. 
Some domeftic buftnefs obliged him to requeft a 
leave of abfence. In a fhort vifit to his family 
and fii^nds, he was expofed to theh" curious in- 
quiries i and the vanity of the loquacioirs foldiet 
tempted him to diif^y his intimate acquaint- 
ance with the fecrets of the ftate, and the defignd 
bf his mafter. The intelligence^ that Gratian 
was preparing t(y lead the military force of Gaul, 
and of the Weft, to the aififtance of his uncle 
Valens^ pointed out to the reftlefe fpirit of the 
Alemanni, the moilient, and the mode^ of a fa<fi' 
befsful invafioh* The enterprife of fome light 
detachments, who, in the month of Februarys 
pa£kd the Rhme upon the ice, was the prelude 
of a more important war; The boldeft hopes of 
i*apinie, perhaps of conqueft, outweighed the con^ 
iideratioiis of timid prudence, or national faiths 
Every foteftj and every village^ poured forth 
a band bJF hardy adventurers;; and the gteat 
army of the Alemanni, which, on their approach, 
Ws ieftimated at forty thoufand men by the feara 
bf the people, was afterwards magnified to thd 
numbei* of feventy thoufand, by the vain and 
credulous flattery of the Imperial court. The 
legions, which had been ordered to march into 
Panaonta, were immediately recalled^ or detained, 
for this defence of Gaul ; the military command' 
^as divided between Naixienus and Mellobaudes ; 
and the youthful emperor, though he refpefted 
the long experience and fober wifdom of the for- 
VoL. IV. t> d mer. 
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c H A P. iner, was much more inclined to admire, aid to 
w follow, the martial ardour of his colleague ; who 
was allowed to unite the incompatible charader^ 
of count of the domeftics, and of king of the 
Franks. His rival Priarius, king of the Ale- 
minni, was guided, or rather impelled, by the 
feme headftrong valour ; and as their troops were 
animated by the fpirit of their leaders, they met, 
they faw, they encountered, each other, near the 
town of Argentaria, or Colmar *% in the plmas 
of Alface. The glory of the day was juftly 
afcribed to the miffile weapons, and well-prac- 
tifed evolutions, of the Roman foldiers: the Ale-, 
manni, who long maintained their ground, were 
flaughtered with unrelenting fury: five.tboufand 
only of the Barbarians efcaped to the woods and 
mountains ; and the glorious death of their king 
on the field of battle, faved him from the re- 
proaches of the people, who are always difpofed 
to accufe the juftiee, or policy, of an tmfuccelT- 
ful war. After this fignal viSory^ which fecured 
the . peace of Gaul, said afferted the honour of the 
Roman arms, the emperor Gratian appeared to 
proceed without delay on his Eaftern expedition; 
but as he approached the confines bf the Ale- 
manni, he fuddenly inclined M> the left, furprifed 
them by his unexpefted paffage of the Rhine, and 
boldly advanced into the heart of their country. 

«6 The field of battle, Argentar'ta^ or Argenuvaria, i$ accurately 
fixed by M. d'Anville (Notice de TAncienne Gaul,' p. 9^-99') 
at twenty-three Gallic leagues, or thirty-four and a hAlf ^Qmw 
miles,, to the fouth of Straiburg, From its ruin* the adjacent towa 
oi Colmar has ariien* 

. 'The 
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TIfe Barbarians oppofed to his progrcfs the ob- ^JL^,''* 
ftacles of nature and of courage ; . and ftill con- 
tinued to retreat from one hill to another, till 
they were fatisfied, by repeated trials, of the 
power and perfeverance of their enemies. Their 
fubmiffion was accepted, as a proof, not indeed 
of their fincere repentance, but of their aftual 
diftrefs ; and a feleft number of their brave and 
robuft youth was exafted from the faithlefs na- 
tion, as the mod fubftantial pledge of their future 
moderation. The fubjefts of the empire, who 
had fo often experienced that the Alemannt 
could neither be fubdued by arms, nor reftrained 
by treaties, might not promife themfelves any 
folid or lading tranquillity : but they difcovered, 
in the virtues of their young fovereign, the pro- 
fpeft of a long and aufpicious reign. When the 
legions climbed the mountains, and fcaled the 
fortifications, of the Barbarians, the valour of 
Gratian was didinguiflied in the foremod ranks ; 
and the gilt and variegated armour of his guards 
was pierced and fhattered by the blows, which 
they had received in their condant attachment 
to the perfon of their fovereign. At the age of 
nineteen, the fon of Valentinian feemed to pof- 
fefs the talents of peace and war ; 2(nd his per- 
fonal fuceefs againd the Alemanni was interpreted 
as a fure prefage of his Gothic triumphs •^ 

^7 The full and impartial narrative of Amnoianus (xxxi. lo.) 
may derive fome additional light from the Epitome of Vi6lor, the 
Chronicle of Jerom^ and the Hiftory of Orofius (1. vii. c. 33. p. 552. 
edit. Havercamp}. 
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While Gratian deferved and enjoyed the ^p- 
pjaufe of his fubje&s, the emperor Valens> who, 
at length, had removed his court and army from 
againit the Antipch, was received by the people of Conftan* 
A.a'378. tmople 9S the author of the public calamity. 
May 30— Before he had repofed himfelf ten days in thje 
capital, he was urged, by the licentious ckawurs 
pf the Hippodrome, to march againft the Bar* 
barians, whom he had invited into his dominions.; 
and the citizens, who are always brave at a 
diftance from any real danger, declared, with 
confidence, that, if they were fupplied with arms, 
they alone would undertake to deliver the pro* 
vince from the ravages of an . infuUic^ foe *^ 
The vain reproaches of an igno^a^t mukitude 
haftened the downfal of the Roman empii'e ; they 
provoked the defperate raflinefs of Valens ; who 
did not find, either in his reputation, pr in hi^ 
mind, any motives to fupport with firmnefe tl?g 
public contempt. He was foon perfuaded,. by 
the fuccefsful atchievements of his lieijitenanits^ to 
defpife the power of the Goths, who, by thd 
diligence of Fritigern, were now colleded in the 
neighbourhood of Hadrianople. The marqh of 
the Taifalas had been intercepted by the valiant 
Frigerid ; the king of thofe licentious Barbae 
rians was flain in battle \ and the fuppliant cap* 
tives were fent into diflai^t exile to cultivate the 
lands of Italy, which were affighed for their fet*. 
tlement, in the vacant territories of Modena and 

8^ Moratus pauciflimos dies, Aditione pqpulariiini Icvluin puJAit* 
Ammian. xxxi. ii. Socrates (I. iv« c. %%*) fuppUes thedat^.and 
foiiie circa mflances. « 
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Parma \ The exploits of iSebaftian "^^ who was c H^a ^ 
recently engaged in the fervice of Valens, and 
promoted to the rank of mafter-general of the 
infantry, were ftill more honourable to himfelf, 
and ufeful to the republic. He obtained the 
permiiGon of felefting three hundred foldiers front 
each of the legions; aiid this feparate detach- 
ment foon acquired the fpirit of difcipline, and 
the exercife of arms, which were almoft forgot- 
ten under the reign of Valens. By the vigour 
and conduft of Sebaftian, a large body df the 
Goths was furprifed in their- camp : and the im- 
menfe fpoil, which was recovered from their 
hands, filled the city of Hadrianople, and the ad- 
jacent plain. The fplendid narratives, which the 
general tranfmitted of his own exploits, alarmed 
the Imperial court by the appearance of fuperior 
merit ; and though he cautiouily infifted on the 
difficulties of the Gothic war, his valour was 
ptaifed, his advice was rejeded; aiid Valens, 
who liftened with pride and pleafure to the flat- 
tering fuggeftions of the eunuchs of the palace, 
tvas impatient to feize the glory of an eafy and 

^9 Vivofque bmiief circa Motinam^ Regittitique« et Parmanlt Ita- 
lica oppida, - ruro cultures exterminavit. Ammianuty xxxi* ^^ 
Thbfe cities and diftri^i, abotlt ten yeart after the colony of xht 
Taifal«, appear in a very defolate ftate. See Muratdri, Dilfertaziodi 
Ibpra le Antichita Italiana> torn, u DiiTertat. xxi. p. 35^* 

90 Ammian. xxxi. 11 • ^ofimus, I* iv. p. azS — 230. The latter 
expatiates on the defultory exploits of Sebaftisln^ and difpatchet^ 
ill n few lines, the important battle of Hadrianople, According 
to the eccleftaftical critics, who hate Sebaftian, the praife of Zofi* 
nius is d.fgrace ( fiileinont, Hilf; des Empereurs, torn. v. p. iii.). 
His prejudrce and ignorance undoubtedly render him a very quef. 
tidoabie judge of merit* 
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CHAP, aflured conqueft. His army was ftrengthened 
by a numerous reinforcement of veterans ; and 
his march from Conftantiric^le to Hadrianople 
was jcondufted with fo much military Ikill, that 
he prevented the aftivity of the Barbarians, who 
defigned to occupy the intermediate defiles, and 
to intercept either the troops themfelves, or their 
convoys of provifions. The camp of Valens, 
which he pitched under the walls of Hadrianople, 
was fortified, according to the praftice of the Ro- 
mans, with a ditch and rampart; and a mofl: 
important council was fummoned, to decide the 
fate of the emperor and of the empire. The 
party of reafon and of delay was ftrenuoufly main- 
tained by Viftor, who had corretled, by the lef- 
fons of experience, the native fiercenefs of the 
Sarmatian charadler ; while Sebaftian, with the 
flexible and obfequious eloquence of a courtier, 
reprefented every precaution, and every meafure, 
that implied a doubt of immediate viftory, as 
unworthy of the courage and majefty of their in- 
vincible monarch. The ruin of Valens was pre- 
cipitated by the deceitful arts of Fritigern, and 
the prudent admonitions of the emperor of the 
Weft. The advantages of negociating in the 
midft of war, were perfedly underftood by the 
general of the Barbarians ; and a Chriftian eccle- 
fiaftic was difpatched, as the holy minifter of 
peace, to penetrate, and to perplex, the councils 
of the enemy. The misfortunes, as well as the 
provocations, of the Gothic nation, were forcibly 
and truly defcribed by their ambaflador; who 

protefted^ 
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protcfted, in the name of Fritigern, that he was ^JLy,^' 
ftill difpofed to lay down his arms, or to employ 
them oiily in the defence of the empire ; if he 
could fecure, for his wandering countrymen, a 
tranquil fcttlement on the wafte lands of Thrace, 
and a fufEcient allowance of corn and cattle. • 
But he added, in a whifper of confidential friend- 
fliip, that the exafperated Barbarians were averfe 
to thefe reafonable conditions; and, that Friti- 
gern \yas doubtful whether he could accompliffi 
the conelufion of the treaty, unlefs he found him- 
felf fupported by the prefence, and terrors, of an 
Imperial army. About the fame time. Count 
Richomer returned from the Weft, to announce 
the defeat and fubmiffion of the Alemanni, to 
inform Valens, that his nephew advanced by 
rapid marches at the head of the veteran and 
viftorious legions of Gaul; and to requeft, in 
the name of Gratian and of the republic, that 
every dangerous and decifive meafure might be 
fufpended, till the junftion of the two emperors 
Ihould enfure the fuccefs of the Gothic war. But 
the feeble fovereigh of the Eaft was aftuated only 
by the fatal illufions of pride and jealoufy. He 
difcained the importunate advice; he rejefted 
the humiliating aid ; he fecretly compared the 
ignominious, or at leaft the inglorious, period of 
his own reign, with the fame of a beardlefs youth ; 
and Valens ruihed into the field, to erefl his ima- 
ginary trophy, before the diligence of his col- 
leagae could ufurp any fliare of the triumphs of 
the day. 

D d 4 On 
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CHAP. On the ninth of Auguft, a. day which has dov 
K^^^^ ferved to be marl^ed amc»)g the mpft inaufpictou^ 
Hadriano- ^^ ^^ Roman Calendar '', the emperor Valen$^ 
pie, leaving, under a ftrpng guard, bis baggage a&4 

Aug. 9th!* nwlitary treafure, marched from IJadrianopIe to 
, attack the Goths, who were encamped aboat 
twelve miles from the city •*. By fome miftake 
of the orders, or fome ignorance of the ground^ 
the right wing, or column of cavalry, arrived m 
fight of the enemy, whiift the left was (till at 4 
ponfider^ble 4iftance} the foldier^ w^e com- 
pelled, in the fultry heat of fummer, tp preci- 
pitate their pace } and th^ line pf battle wa^ 
formed with tedious cpnfufion, and irregalaf 
fjielay. The Gothic cavalry had been detached 
to forage in the adjacent country} and Friti* 
gern ilill continued to pra£life his cuftomary arts, 
lie dUpatch^d meflengers of peace, made prd? 
pofals, required hoftages, afid wafted the bours^ 
till the Romany, ^xpofed without ihelter ta the 
burning rays of the fun, were exhaiifted by thirft, 
huQger, and intolerable fatigue, Thp emperor 
>yas perfuaded to fend an ambai&dpr to the Go<» 
tbic camp ; the ^eal of Richomer, who alone had 
courage to accept the dangerous commiffion, 

* 

91 Ammianus (xxxi. 12,13,) almoft alone defcribeB the councils 
and anions which were terminated by the fata) battle ^f. Hadrianople. 
We mtght cenrure the yices of h'^ ilyle» the ilifocder afi4 fierpkaiity o# 
his narrative \ but we muft now take leave of this impartial hiftortan \ 
and reproach is filenced by our regret for fuch an irreparable lofs. 

9» The difference of the eight miles of Aj»aiianas, and the twelr© 
of Idatius, can only cmbarrafs thofe critics ( Vaieftus ad loc.Ju who 
fuppofea great i^rifiy tp be a qiathenfaticaf point, without fpacc or 
dimenHoDS. , - . > . , . . | 
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was applauded : and the count of the domeftics, ^ xxvl' 
adorned with the fplendid enfigns of bis dignity, ^^-'■w*— *^ 
had proceeded fome way in the fpacp between the 
ttwo armies, when he was fuddenly recalled by 
the alarm of battle. The h^fty and imprudent 
attack was made by Bacurius the Iberian, who 
commanded a body of archers and targetteers; 
and as they advanced with rafl^nefs, they retreat- 
ed whh k>^ and difgrace. Ill the fame moment, 
^e flying fqiadrons of Alatheus and Saphrax^ 
whofe return was anxiouily isxpeded by the ge» 
nerai of the Qoths, defcended like a whirlwind 
from the hills, fwept acrofs the plain, and added 
pew terrors to the tumultuous, but irrefiftible, 
charge of the Barbarian hoft. The event of thp 
battle of Hadrianople, fo fatal to Valens and to 
the «npire, may be d^fcribed in a few words: 
the Roman cavalry fled; the infantry was aban« The defeat 
(loned, furrounded, and cut in pieces. The ^^^i^*^**' 
mod fkiiful evolutbns, the firmed courage, are 
Scarcely fufficient to extricate a body of foot, 
fsncompaffed, on an open plain, by fuperior 
numbers of horfe: but the troops of Valens, 
ppprefTed by the weight of the enemy and their 
own fears, were crgwded into a narrow fpace, 
where it was impofTible for them to extend their 
ranks, or even to life, with eBFeA, their fwords. 
smd javelins. In the midft of tumult, of flaugh^ 
ter, and of difmay, the emperor^ deferted by hi^ 
guards, and wounded, as it was fuppofed, with 
an arrow, fought protection among theLancearii 
^d the Mattiarii, who ftill maintained their 

ground 
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ground with fome appearance of order and firm-' 
nefs. His &ithful generals, Trajan and Viftor, 
ivho perceived his danger, loudly exclaimed, that 
all was loft, unlefs the perfon of the emperor 
could be faved* Some troops, animated by their 
exhortation, advanced to his relief: they found 
only^a bloody fpot, covered with a heap of broken 
arms and mangled bodies, without being able 
to difcover their unfortunate prince, either among 
the living, or the dead. Their fearch could not 
indeed be fuccefsful, if there is any truth in the 
circumftances with which fome hiftorians have 
Death of related the death of the emperor. By the xrarc 
the empc- of his attendants, Valens was removed from the 
field of battle to a neighbouring cottage, where 
they attempted to drefs his wound, and to pro- 
vide for his future fafety. But this humble retreat 
was inftantly furrounded by the enemy: they 
tried to force the door j they were provoked by 
a difcharge of arrows from the roof, till at 
length, impatient of delay, they fet fire to a pile 
of dry faggots, and confumed the cottage with 
the Roman emperor and his train. Valens pe- 
rilhed in the flames ; and a youth, who dropt from 
the window, alone efcaped, .to atteft the melan- 
choly tale, and to inform the Goths of the in- 
eftimable prize which they had loft by their own 
rafhnefs. A great number of brave and diftin- 
guifhed officers periflied in the battle of Hadri- 
anople, which equalled, in the adual lofs, an4 
far furpafled, in the fatal confequences, the mis- 
fortune which Rome had formerly fuftained in the 

fields 
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fields of Cannae *'• Two mafter-generals of the chap. 

XXVI. 

cavalry and infantry, two great officers of the w-^-v-w 
palace, and thirty- five tribunes^ were found 
among the flain; and the death of Sebadian 
might fatisfy the world, that he Was the viflim, 
as well as the author, of the public calamiry. 
Above two-thirds of the Roman army were de- 
ftroyed: and the darknefs of the night was ef-v 
teemed a very favourable circumftance ; as it 
ferved to^ conceal the flight of the multitude, and 
to proteft the more orderly retreat of Viftor and 
Richomer, who alone, amidft the general con- 
fternation, maintained the advantage of calm 
courage, and regular difcipline ^\ 

While the impreffions of grief and terror were Funeral 
ftill recent in the minds of men, the moft cele- vaicn"^^^ 
brated rhetorician of the age compofed the funeral hisarmy^ 
oration of a vanquiflied army, and of an un- 
popular prince, whofe throne was already occu- 
pied by a ftranger. *' There are not wanting," 
fays the candid Libanius, "' thofe who arraign 

9S Nec ulla, annalibus, prseter Cannenfem pugnam ita ad inter- 
nccionem res Icgitur gefta. Ammian. xxxi. 13.- According to ihe 
grave Polybius, no more than 37P horfe, and 3000 foot, efcaped 
from the field of Cannae : io,oco were made prifoners ; and the 
number of the dani amounted to 5630 horfe, and 70,000 foot (Po- 
)yb. 1. iii* p* 371* edit. Cafaubon, in 8vo. Livy (xxii. 49.} is 
fomewhat lefs bloody : he (laughters only 2700 borfe, and 40,000 
. foot. The Roman army was iuppofed to confift of Sy^ioo tffec* 
five men (xxii. 36.). 

9* We have gained fomc faint light from Jerom (torn, i« p. z6. 
and in Chron. p. 18S.), Viftor (in Epitome), Orofius (I. vii. 
c» 33' P* 554")> Jornandcs (c. a7.)» Zofimus (I. iv, p. 230. ), S<>2 
crates (1. iv. c. 3S.), Sozomen ()• vi. c. 40.), Jdatius (in Chron.}. 
But their united evidence^ if weighed againil Atnmianui alone, is 
light and unfubHantial. 

" the 
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xxvi^' ** ^^^ prudence of the emperor, or who impute 
** the public misfortune to the want of courage 
^* and difcipline in the troops. For my own part, 
I reverence the memory of their former ex^ 
ploits : I reverence the glorious death, which 
they bravely received, (landing, ai>d fighting 
** in their ranks : I reverence the field of battle, 
** ftained with their blood, and the blood of the 
^* Barbarians. Thofe honourable mz^rks have 
^* been already waflied away by the rains; but 
^* the lofty monuments of their bones, the bones 
^* of generals, of centurions, and of valiant war«» 
^* riors, claim a longer period of duration. The 
** king himfelf fought and fell in the foremoft 
** ranks of the battle. His attendants prefented 
^* him with the fleeteft horfes of the Imperial 
*' liable, that would foon have carried him be- 
** yond the purfuit of the enemy. They vainly 
*^ preffed him to referve his important life for the 
*^ future fervice of the republic. He ftill declar- 
^* ed that he was unworthy to furvive fo many 
*' of the braveft and mod faithful of his fubjeSs ; 
" and the monarch was nobly buried under a 
•' mountain of the flain. Let none, therefore, 
" prefume to afcribe the victory of the Barba. 
** rians to the fear, the weaknefs, or the impru- 
** dence, of the Roman troops. The chiefs and 
*• the foldiers were animated by the virtue of 
*' their anceftors, whom they equalled in dif- 
" cipHne, and the arts of war. Their generous 
*V emulation was fupported by the love of glory* 
*^ which prompte4 them to contend at the fafti« 

4 «« time 
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** tiihe with heat and thirft, with fire and the ^ " ^ ?• 

*' fword ; and cheerfully to embrace ^n honour* ^ ...^^'•^m^ 
able death, as their refuge againfl; flight and ia" 
famy. The indignation of the gods has been the 
only caufe of the fuccefs of our enemies." The 
truth of hiftory may difclaim fome parts of this 
panegyric, which cannot ftridly be reconciled with 
the character of Valens, or the circumftances of 
the battle : but the faireft commendation is due to 
the eloquence, and ftill more to the generofity, of 
the fophift of Antioch ". 

The pride of the Goths was elated by this me* The Goths 
morable viftory; but their avarice was difap- Hadm* 
pointed by the mortifying difcovery, that the "®P^ 
ticheft part of the. Imperial fpoil had been within 
the walls of Hadrianople. They haftened to pof* 
fefs the reward of their valout; but they were 
encountered by the remains of a vanquiflied army, 
with an intrepid refolution^ which was the eflPeft 
of their defpair, and the only hopfe of their fafety* 
The walls of the city, and the ramparts of the 
adjacent camp, were lined with > military engines^ 
that threw ftones of an enormous weight; an4 
aftonifhed the ignorant Barbarians by the noife^ 
and velocity, ftill more than by the real efFefts, 
of the difcharge. The foldiers, the citizens, the 
provincials, the domeftics of the palace, were 
united in the danger, and in the defence: the 
furious aflfault of the Goths was repulfed ; theit 
fiscret arts of treachery and treafon were difcover* 

9i Libanius de ulcifcend, Julian. Nece^ c. 3. in Fabricius, 6i- 
bliot* Gntfc* torn. ?ii. p. 146—148. 

cd j 
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CHAP, cd ; and, after au obftinafe conflift of many hour^^ 
they retired to their tents ; convinced, by expe- 
rience, that it would be far more advifeable to 
obferve the treaty ,- which their fagacious leader 
had tacitly ftipulated with the fortifications of 
great and populous cities. After the hafty and 
impolitic maffacre of three hundred deferters, an 
aft of juftice extremely ufeful to the difcipline of 
the Roman armies, the Goths indignantly raifed 
the fiege of Hadrianople. The fcene of war and 
tumult was inftantly converted into a filent folx- 
tude : the multitude fuddenly difappeared ; the 
fecret paths of the woods and mountains were 
marked with the footfteps of the trembling fugi- 
tives, who fought a refuge in the diftant cities 
of Illyricum and Macedonia: and the faithful 
officers of the houfehold, and the treafury, 'cau- 
tioufly proceeded in fearch of the emperor, of 
wliofe death they were ftill ignorant. The tide 
of the Gothic 'inundation rolled from the walls 
of Hadrianople . to the fuburbs of Conftantinople. 
The Barbarians , were furprifed with the fplendid 
appearance of the capital of the Eaft, the height 
and extent of the walls, the myriads of wealthy 
and affrighted citizens who crowded the ram-' 
parts, and the various profpeft of the fea and 
land. While they gazed with hppelefs defire on 
the inacceilible beauties of Contlantinople, a fally 
was made from one of the gates by a party of 
Saracens ^% who had been fortunately engaged 

in 


9^ Valens had gdined^ or rather purchafesi, the friendfliip of the 
Saracens, whcfe vtxatious inroads were felt on the bordeis of Phoe* 

nicia. 
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in the fervice of Valens. The cavalry of Scythia chap. 

XXVL 

was forced to yield to the admirable fwiftnefs and 
fpirit of the Arabian horfes; their riders were 
(killed in the evolutions of irregular war ; and the 
Northern Barbarians wer^ aftoniflied, and dif- 
mayed, by the inhuman ferocity of the Barbarians 
of the South. A Gothic foldier was llain by the 
dagger of an Arab ; and the hairy, naked favage, 
applying his lips to the wound, expreJQTed a hor- 
rid delight, while he fucked the blood of his 
vanquiflied enemy "^. The army of the Goths, 
laden with the fpoils of the wealthy fuburbs, and 
the adjacent territory, flowly moved, from the 
Bofphorus, to the mountains which form the 
weftern boundary of Thrace. The important 
pafs of Succi was betrayed by the fear, or the 
mifconduft, of Maurus ; and the Barbarians, who 
no longer had any refiftance to apprehend from 
the fcattered and vanquiflied troops of the Eaft, 
fpread themfelves over the face of a fertile and 
cultivated country, as far as the confines of Italy, 
and the Hadriatic Sea *'. 

nicia, Paleftine, and Egypt. The Chriftian faith had been lately 
introduced among a ))eople» referved, in a future age, to propagate 
another religion '(Tillenaont, Hift. des Empereurs^ toni» v. p. 104. 
106. 141. Meni. Eccier.-toin. vii. p. ss^}.)* 

97 Crinitus quidam, nudus omnia praeter pubem, fubraucum «t 
iogubre itrepens. Ammian. xxxi. 16. and Valef. ad loc. The 
Arabs often fought naked } a cuftom which m^y be afcribed to their 
fultry climate, and oftentatious bravery. The defcription of this un- 
known ravage is the lively portrait of Derar, a name fo dreadful to 
the Chriftians of Syria. See OckIey*s, Hift. of the Saracens, vol. u 
p. yz* 84. 87. 

9^ The feries of events may ftill be traced in the laft pages of 
/^mmianus (xxxi.. 15*, 16.). Zoiimus (1. iv. p. 227. 231.)* ^honi 
we are now reduced .to cheriOi, mifplaces the fally of the Arabs 
l)efore the death of Valens. Eunapius (In Excerpt. Legation|>p. ap.) 
praifes the fertility of Thrace, Macedonia, 5ec. 

14 The 
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c " ^^' The Romans, who fo coolly, and fo conclfelff 
\---w'-w mention the afts oijujike which were eitercifed 
'^^^yjj*" by the legions *% referve their compaffidh^ and 
Roman their eloquence, for their own f offerings, Wbeii 
5?D?378 ^^ provinces were invaded^ and defolated, by 
i79- the arms of the fuccefsful Barbarians. The fim^ 

pie circumftantial narrative (did filch a narrative 
exift) of the riiin of a fmgle town, of the miA 
fortunes of a iitigle family """"^ might exhibit aa 
intereftitig and ioftrudive pi8:ure of human man* 
tiers: but the tedious repetition of vague and 
declamatory complaints would fatigue the atten- 
tion of the mod patient reader. The fame cea« 
fure may be applied, though not perhaps in ait 
equal degree, to the prophane^ and the eccle- 
fiafticaU writers of this ^unhappy period ; that 
their minds were inflamed by popular and reli^ 
gious animofity ; and, that the true fize and 
colour of every objeft is falfified by the exag* 
gerations of their corrupt eloquence. The vehei 
ment Jetom '*'* might juftly deplore the calamities 

W Ot^ferVe i^Ifh how much indifFerencc Csefar relate, . in the 
CommcnUritt Of the Gallic warj tba \it put to death the whole 
fatace of the Veiicti, who had yielded to his mercy (iii. vS.) \ that he 
laboured to extirpate the whole nation of thb Eh^rones (vi. lij)\ 
Atf forty thmifaDd perfoiit were maifacred ix Bborges hy the jitll 
revenge of his ibldien, who fpared neither age nbr fex (vit. 17.), &c; 

100 Such are the accoilnts of the fadk pf Magdehurgh, by the 
(Kclefiaflic and the fiflierman which Mr. Harte hat tbmfcribed (Hil^; 
•f GoftaniS Adolphus, vol. i. p. 313— 3io.}» with fome appreheii- 
fion of violating the M^mty of hiftory. 

101 Btvaftatfi urbibas, hoifiinibofque fnterfeAis^ (blitudineili et 
>0fi^tf/Mtr %^'arirM qnoque fieriy et volatirtumf pifciumf»ti teftis jllyricuni 
eft, teftis Thracia, teftis tfi quo ortus ium folum (I^mronia) ; tifcn 
praeter ccclilm et terram, et crefcontes vepres^ et condeiiia fylvarboi 
unBa peHmniit, Totn, vii* p. 150* ad i; Cap; SopbooiMf i and torn; 

infliaed 
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iafiided by the Goths, and thdr barbarous allks, ^^y^ ^' 
on his native country of Pannonia, and the wide 
extoit of the prpvinces, * from the walls of Conr 
ftantinople to the foot of the Julian Alps ; the 
rapes, the maflfacres, the conflagrations; and, 
above all, the profanation of the churches, that 
were turned into (bbles, and the contemptuous 
treatment of the relics of holy martyrs. But the 
Saint is furely tranfported beyond the limits of 
nature and hiftory, when he affirms,. ^^ that, in 
^^ thofe defert countries, nothing was left except 
•' the iky and the earth ; that, after the deftruc- 
*^ tion of the cities, and the extirpation of the 
*' human race, the land was overgrpwn with 
^^ thick forefts, and inextricable brambles ; and 
*^ that the univerfal defolation, announced by the 
^' prophet Zephaniah, was accomplifhed, in the 
** fciBircity of the beafts, the birds, and even of 
*' the fiih.*' Thele complaints were pronounced 
about twenty years after the death of Valens ; and 
the lUyrian provinces, which were conftantly ex- 
pofed to the invafion and paflage of the Barba- 
rians, dill continued, after a calamitous period 
of ten* centuries, to fupply new materials for ra- 
pine and deftruftion. Could it even be fuppofed, 
th^t a large traft of country bad been, left with- 
out cultivation and without inhabitants,.- the 
confequences might not have been fo fatal to the 
inferior productions of animated nature. The 
ufefiil and feeble animals, which are nouriflied by 
the hand of man, might fuSef and perifli, if they 
were deprived of his protection } but th& beads' 
Vol. IV, Ee of 
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CHAP, of the foreft, his enemies, or his vi£Hms, womd 

<:,^y^ muhiply in the fiee and undifturbed poffefficm ot 

their folitary' domain. The various ' tribes that 

people the air, or the waters, are ftill lefs GoniieSed 

with the fate of the human fpecies; ^d it is 

highly probable, that the fifh of the Danube would 

have felt more terror and diftrefs, from the aip- 

proach of a voracious pike, than frona the hoftile 

inroad of a Gothic array. 

Maflfacre . Whatever may have been the juft meafore of 

thi?J^th ***e calamities of Europe, there v^as reafon to 

ia Afw, fear that the fame calamhies would fobn extend 

-A- T^ tfi 

to th6 peaceful cjountries of Afia. The fons of 
the Gothfi had been judicioufly diftributed through 
the cities of the Eaft; and tHe arts of education 
were employed to polifh, and fubdue, the na- 
tive iiercenefs of their temper. . In the fpace of 
about twelve years, their niimbers had continually 
increafed ; and the children, who, in the firft 
iemigration, were fent over the Hellefpont, had 
attained; with rapid growth, the ftrength and 
fpirit of perfeft manhood ***. It was impofSble 
to cohcfeal from their knowledge the events of 
the Gothic war ; and, as thofe daring youths had 
not ftudied the language of diffimulation, they 
betrayed their wifli, their defire, perhaps their 
intention, to emulate the glorious' example of 
their fathers. The danger of the timies Teemed 
to juftifythe jealous fufpicions of the provincials j 

♦ lo» Ettoapius (in Excerpt/ Legal, p.' 40,) foolifliiy ffi^j^fts }x 
prseternatOral. growth of the young Goths j that he may inuroduce 
Cadmus's armed" merf, who fpruHg from the dragon^ft tcctU^ &c* 
$lw:h was the Greek eloquence of riie limes. 

and 
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Hfid tbefe fufjofETions were - admitted ^s unqueiUom 
able evidence^ that the Gotl^s of Afia had fprmed 
a fecret and .dangerous confpiracy againft the 
public fafety. The death, of: Valens had left 
xhc Eaft vrithout a fqvereign ; and Julius, wha 
fiUed the io^pprtant ftation of mafter*general of 
the troops, with a high rej^tation of diligence 
and ability, thought it. his duty , to cohfult the 
fenate of Conftantinople ; • ivhich he confidered, 
duripg the vacancy of the throne, as the repre-* 
fentative council of the nati<m. As foon as he 
had .obtained the difcretionary power of ading as 
he i^ould judge . mofl: expedient for the good of 
th.e republic, he aifembled the principal officers ; 
and pjivately concerted effe£^ual meafures. for the 
execution of his bloody . dedgn. An. order was 
immediately . pronwlgated, that, -on a ftated day, 
the Gothic youth (hould afiemble in the capital 
cities of . their refpeftive provinces ; and as a 
report was induftrioufly circulated, that they were 
fummoned to receive a liberal gift of lands and 
money, ; the pleafing hope allayed the fury of 
their refentment, and perhaps fufpended the mo- 
tbns of the confpiracy. On the appointed day^ 
the unarmed crowd of the Gothic youth was 
carefully coUefted in the fquare, or Forum: the 
ftreets and avenues were occupied by the Roman 
troops ; and the roofs of the houfes were covered 
with archers and . (lingers. At the fame hour, in 
all the cities of the Eaft, the fignal was given of 
indifcriminate Daughter j and the provinces of 
Afia were delivered, by the cruel prudence of 

E e 2 Julius, 
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^ XX vi; J^'^^s» f**^*^ 21 dotneftk entoiy, whd*, in a few 

^— --v^^ months, might baV6 ca(tried fite and fword from 

I <he Belle^nt to the Eophratcd *'**^ The urgeafe 

j eonfideratroa of the t)iifolic fafety may tmdoubtedly 

I amhorife the violattioh of every fbolitite few. How 

; ht that, or zaxf other coDfideration^ may operate, 

(o difiblve.the fiatdhF 6blrgafi0fts of htimadty 

!; dnd jtrftiee, h a doftrine of xfhkh 1 ftill defire to 

i remain ignoriaint. 

Tfheeirt- The empcTor Chriatiah lf^a$ far adfamced Oft. hi& 

t^rinvlfts tharch fottrards the plains of Hadriimople, whto 

Tjwodofius f^e ^^ mjformed, at firffi bt the confined voice 

with the ' ' •. 

eiripii-c of of ^ fame, aftd afterwards by the more accurate 
a!d!379. ^^ons of Viaor and Richomery that hi* impa- 
Jan. 19. tieht eolfoagve had b^ti fiain ih bs^de, ^Bd that 
two-thirds of the Roman army were exterminated 
by the fword of the vidtorious Qoths^ Whatever 
fefentment the rafh and jealous vanity of his 
t^ncle might deferve, the refentment of a gene-> 
fbus mind is eafily fhbdued by the foftet emotions 
of grief and compaffion : and even thfe fenfe of 
pity was foon loft in the Carious and alarming 
confidenation of the ftate of the republiiE:. Gratiaft 
Was tdo late to aflift,. he was too weak to revenge, 
his unfortunate coHeague; and the vaUant and 
niodeft youth felt himfelf wneqiiial to the fiippprt 
of a fmking world. A formidable tempeft of me: 
Batbarians of Germany feemed ready to bnrfk 

>os AmmUnirs evidently approves tbis execution^ efficacia vdos 
et faluUrisi which concludes hiswoik (xxxi. i^.}. Zofimus, who 
^ ciM'ious and copious (1. iv. p. 2|3-*236.), miftakes the date, Und 
Sisfaiours to find the reafon wb^ Julius di^ not coofuh the tfmpcrar 
Tl^odoJiuSy who had not yet aicendci^the tftfone of 'the Xaft^. 

& over 
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over the provinces of Gaul j ai^d the mind pf ^ H a p. 
<^ratiaii was pppreffe<J .and diftradisd hy the ad- 
imnjftratioa of the Weftcra ejnpire. In thi$ 
important crifife the goye^meiat o(F thie Eaft, an^ 
the coadud of the iGothic w^r, required tbf 
undivided att^jpn of ^ hero ^joA a jftajtefman. A 
fubjeft i(iyefl:ed with fuch ampie command 
^uld not l9n|; have prefeiyed his fidelity to a 
diAant beuefaaor $ and the Impeiiai council 
.embi:ac6d the wife and manly rtfolution, of coa- 
ferring ati Qbiigation, rather than of yielding to 
an infujt. It was the wifli of Gratian to beftow 
ibfi purjple as the re^K^rd of virtue j but» at the 
agie of nineteen^ it is not eafy for ^ prince, ed«^- 
:Cated in the fuprepie rsink, (o vA4^fftaad th^ 
true charaders of his mipifters ^nd generals. He 
attempted to weigh, with an impartial hand, 
their various merits and defeds; and, whiUt he 
checked the ra(h confidence of s^mbition, he dif*- 
trufted the cwtious wiCdom, which defpaired of 
the republic* As each caoment of delay dimi* 
nilhed fomething of the power and refources of 
the future fovqrejgn of the Eaft, ^the fituation of 
the times would not aUow a tedious debate.. The 
choice of Gratian was foon declared in favour of 
ail eajdle, whofe father, prily three years before, 
had fuffered, under the fan^ion of bi^ authority, 
an unjuft and ignominious death. ' The great 
Theodofius, a name celebrated in hiflory, and 
dear to the Catholic church '"*% was fummoned 

• to 

'o^ A life of Tlieodofitts the Great was compofed in the hft 
•lU^ry (Piirit |679« in 4to| i6So, in i2mo)» tg infl&me the mti>d 
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to the Imperial cojirt, which had •gradually re- 
treated from the confines of Thrace to the more 
fecure ftatipn ojf Sirmlura. Five .'months after 
the death of Valens> the emperor (Grratian prp- 
duced before th(; affembled troops, bis colleague, 
^d^ their mafter ; who, after a moduli, perhaps a 
fincere, refiftance, was compelled to accept, 
amidft the general acclamations, the diadem, the 
purple, and the '^* equal title of Auguftus * *. 
The provinces of Thrace, Afia, and Egypt, 'over 
which .Vakns had reigned, were\refigned to the 
adminiftration of. the new emperor ; But, as he 
was fpecially entruffed with the conduQ; of the 
'Gothic war, the Illy rian prasfeift&re was'difmem- 
bered; . and the two great diocefes of Dacia and 
Macedonia were added to the dbmimons of the 
■Eaflen, empire -.. ' . ■ ■.;. 
,. The fame province, and, perhaps, the fame 
city '% which had given to the throne the virtues 

of thft jouiig'Pau))liiA wilhCHtliolic'teaK Tht .author, Flccbaer, 
afterwards bifhop of NifiBesy was a celjsbraied ' preacher i' aifd hia 
hiftory. is adorned, or tainted, with pulpit*eloquence ; but be talces 
his tcv-rningfron) Barbnint, and his pfintiples from St. Ambrofe 
-andeiSt. Augnitin,* : ! \ : ' 

*os The birth, charafl^r, and elevation of Ttbfiodofius, are marked 
in Pacatifs (in Panegyr. Vet, xii. lo, ii, la.), ThtmiiHus (Orat. 
•XiV. p. ig'S.), ^qlimus (1. in p. 131.), Auguftin (der Civitau Pei, 
V. 25.); Orofuis, (Uviiic. 34t)» Sozpraen (1» vii. <;. 2.}, Socrates 
(1. y. c. 2.), Thcodoret (I. v. :C. 5.), Philoftorgius; (I* ix, €,.17. 
with Godefjoy, p.'393.)> tlW Epitome of Viftor, and the Chronicles 
of- Profper, Idatius, and MarcelKnus, in th« Thefaurutf Tempomm 
of Scaliffcr. 

i©6 Tiilemont, Hid. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 716, &c. 

*o7 Italica, founded by S-cipio Africanus fbr his ^oupded veterans 
of Jtaly*. ThjB ruin« ftill appear, about a league above Seville, but 
on the oppofite bank of the river.- See the HiCpania Illoth^ata of 
Noniiasy a (hort, though valtiable« tres^tiic. C. yvii* p. C^r-^y* 
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of Trajan, md the talents of Hadrian, was the chap* 
original feat of another family of Spaniards, 
who^ in a lefs fortunate age, po^effed, near fonr* 
icore years, the declining empire of ftome^''*. 
They emerged from the obfcurity of municipal 
honours by the adive fpirit of the elder Theo- 
dofius, a genera], whofe e^cploits in Britain and 
Airica have formed one of the. moft fplendid 
parts of the annals of Valentinian. The fon of 
that general, who likewife bore the name of 
Theodofius^ was educated, by fkitful preceptors, 
in the liber(^l ftudies of youth ; but he was ' in« 
ftru£ted in the art of war by the tender care and 
fevere difGipline of his father *®^ Under the 
ftand^rd of fuch a leader, young Theodofius 
fought glory and knowledge, in the moft diftant , 
fcenes- of military adiion ; inured his conftitution 
to the diffisrence of feafons and climates ; diftin- 
guifhed his valour by fea and kind ; and obferved 
the various warfare of the Scots, the Sas^ons, and 
the Moors. His own merit, and the recom- 
mendation of the conqueror of Africa, foon raifed 
him to a feparate command: and, in the ftation 
of Duke of Msefia, he vanquifhed ah army of 

io8 I agree with Tillemont (Hift> des Empereur?, torn. v.'p. 716.) 
ia fufpe^ing ihe royal pedigree, which remained a fee ret till the 
promotion of Theododus. Even after that event, the lilence of 
Pacatus outweighs the venal e\ficlcnce of Tbemifiius, ViAor, and 
Ciaudiapy wbo c6nne6l the family of Theodofius with the blood of 
Trajan and Hadrian, 

109 Pacatus. compares, and confequently prefers, the youth of 
Theodofius, to the military education of Alexander, Haortibal, and 
the fecond Africanus i who, like him, ^ad ferved under their h^ 

, • ■ . * ^ 
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c « A P. Sahnatkns; faved the provmce; deferved the 
love of the foldiers ; and pit)voked the envy of 
the court "**. Hfe ofij^ fortunes were ibon 
blafted by the difgrace and execution of his illufr 
frious father; and Theodofius Qbtained, as a 
favour, the pctrniiflioh of retiring to a private 
life, in his native province of SfKun. -He dif*- 
ptayed a firm and temperate (!hara£ber in the ea& 
^ith which he adapted himfelf to this neW fitua^ 
lion. . ^His time was almofl: equally divided be- 
tween the town and country: the fpirif, whkli 
bad animated Kis public condn£k^ w^s (hewn m 
the adive and ^aflfeftionate performaace of every 
fodal duty; and th^ diligdice of the foldier was 
profitably converted to. the improvement of h^ 
.ample patrimony*", which- Uy between Yalla* 
dolidaujl Segoviia, in the midftof a fruitful dii^ 
tridt, ftill famous for a mdft esiquiiite breed of 
flicep *•*. From the innocent, but huitible, la* 
hours of his farm, Theodofius was - tianfported, 
m lefs thaa fotinr months, to ^e throne of tbe 
Eaftern empire: and the r whole period of the 
hiftory of die world will i^ot perhaps ^ftbrd a 

"<>"Ammianii8 (xxix. 6.) mentions this virtory of TheodoHut 
Junior DuxMsBfiaiy pi%ia ctiani tupi lanugine juyeniSy princeps 
poftea pierrpe£li(nm.u8« The fame fa6l is attefted by Thermftius sfd 
ZoHmus } but Theoddret (I. v. c. 5.), who a^ds fome curious cir- 
cumftances, ftrangely applies It* tc the time of the interregnum. 

in Pacatus Tjii l*»negyr. Vat» xii, g.) prefers the ruftic life of 
Theodofiiis to that of Cincinnatus-j the one wa» the e^ed of choices 
the other of poverty, 

«'* M, d'Ahville (Geographie Ana>nne, torn. i. p. »5.) has 
fixed the Situation of Caucha, or Coca, Ih the old province of 6al. 
licia,' where Zofimus ^nd Idatius bave placed the binhy or patrinibnj, 
•f Theodofius* ■ • 

fimllar 
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fimilar example, trf an elevation, at the fame chap. 
time, fo ptlre, and fo honour jsible/ The prifices 
who peaceably inherit the fceptre of their fathers, 
claim and enjoy a legal right, the more fecure, 
as it is abfolutely diftind from the merits of their 
perfonal chafafterSi The fubje£b, who, in a 
monarchy, or a popular eftate, acquire the pof- 
feflion of fupreme pother, may have raifi^ them- 
felves, by the fuperibrity either of genius or virtue^ 
above the heads of their equals : but their virtue 
IS feldom exempt from ambhion; and the caufe 
of the fuccefsful candidate is frequently ftained 
by the gUilt of confpiracy, or civil war. Even 
in thofe governments which allow the reigning 
moiiarch 'to declare a colleague, or a fucceflbr, 
-his partial choice, which may be influenced by 
the blinded paffions, is often direfted to an un- 
worthy objeiS:. But the nioft fufpicious malignity- 
cannot afcribe to Theodbfius, in his obfcuire foli- 
tude of'Caucha, *the arts, the defires, or even the 
hopesy of an a^ibitious ftatefman ; atid the name 
of the Exffe wefuld long fince have been forgot- 
ten, if his genuine and diftinguifhed virtues had 
not left a deep impreffion in the Imperial court. 
During the feafon of profperity, he had been rie* 
gle£bed ; but, in thef public diftrefs, bis fuperior 
merit was univerfally felt and acknowledged* 
What confidence muft have been repofed in hi* 
integrity, fince Griatian could truft, that a pious 
fon w6uld forgive, for the fake of the republic, 
•the murder of his father ! What cxpefl:ati6ns muft 
have been formed of his abilities, to encourage 
the hope, that a fingle man could fave, and re* 

(tore. 
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CHAP, ftore, , the empire of tbe\|laft i, Th^(}o(iii& was 
s— *v-*^ invefted with the purple iij the thirty-third year 
of his age. The vulgar, gazed with adoiiration 
on the manly, beauty of his face, au4 tl^ graceful, 
majefty of his perfon^ . which, they were pleafed to 
compare with the'piftures aftd medals of the em- 
peror Trajan; whilfl: intelligent obferyers 4if- 
covered^ in the qualities of his heart and under* 
(landing, a more important refemblance to tfaje 
beft and greatefl: of the Roman princes. / : 
Hfspni. It is not without the moil* iincere regret, that 

^ceftfti ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ \e2iye of an accurate and feithful 
conduaof guide,, who Has compofed the hi^oryof his owa 
^r, ^ *^ times j without indulging the prejudices and paf- 

^•^' fions, which ufually affeft the mind, of-^ a cons- 
379— 3S2. ' / , . • ^ 

temporary, Ammiaqus Marcellinus, vho . ter- 
minates bis ufeful work with the 4efeac and' death 
. 4>i Valens,s recommends the mor^ glorious fijibjed 
of the enfyitig. reign. to the yopthful vigour and 
eloquence -of the rifing generation "^ Tiie, nfing 
generation; was . not difpofed tp 'fKx:ept, t)i« advice, 
or to imitate, his example"^ jj^aj^ji- itt; the. Itudy 

ii| {»et'asKear Aminianus lilinrejf. , H«&c> ut miles qu|Hadam ft 
. GrxcuSy -a* piincipatu Caqfans Nervae exorAiSj adufque Valentis 
intentum, pro virioin explicavi meiifura: nunqusitny lit' arbitror* 
fl'etisy Ulentio aufits cprruinpere vel fttendacjo. . Stribafnt reliqua 
f^oticies state, do^liinifqite fiojientes. , Q^s' id, fl ]jbuerit,.«ggrd^ 
• fuios, procudeie linguas ad nnjoics mpneo ilUos* 'AmmUn- xxxi* 
j6. The firft thirteen books, a fuperHcial epitome of two hundred 
tttd fifiy-^eveh years,, are now loft: the U(l eighteen, which contain 
poimore thao twenty fivt years, ftill. pi'elfirve the jCQpious-and au* 
ihentic hitlory pf his own times. 

' "U Ammianus was' the laft fubje^l of^l^ome who cumpoAd a 
l^ofane biftory in the Latin language. The £a(i,Hn the next cc«^ 
tury, produced feme rhetorical hidorians, Zofinnus, Olyinpiodorus, 
Makhusj Candtdus, &c. Sec Vdffius de HiftoHcis Graecis,- 1. fi. 
c. x8. de Hiitoricis Latiuis, I. ii, c. xo^ &c» 

• of 
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of the rdgn of Theodofius, we are reduced to ^ k A p. 
ffluftrate the partial narrative of Zofimus, by the 
bbfcure hints of fragments and chronicles, by the 
figurative ftyle of poetry or panegyric, and by 
the precarious ailiftance of the ecclefiaftical wri- 
ters, who, in the heat of religious' fadion^ arc 
apt to defpife the profene virtues of iiricerity and 
moderation. Confclous of thefe difadvantages^ 
'. which will continue to involve a confiderable 
portion of the decline and hU of the Roman 
empire, I ihall proceed with doubtful and timi>- 
Tous fteps. Yet I may boldly pronounce, that 
the battle of Hadrianople wais never revenged by 
any fignal or decifive • viftory of TKeodofius over 
th^^ Barbarians j and the expreffive (ileiice \of his 
Venal ^orators may be confirmed by the robfervar 
ticm of the condition and circumftance&' of the 
times. The fabric of a mighty (late, which has 
1t>een reared by the labours of .fucce0S»^e age$^ 
could not be overturned by the misfortune of a 
£ngle day, if the fatal power of the imaginatioii 
did not exaggerate the real meafure of the cala^ 
mify. The lofs of forty thoufand- Romans, whp 
fell in the plains of Hadrianople, migh^ have 
been foon recruited in the populous provinces of 
the . Eafl:, which contained fo many millions of 
' inhabitants. The xdurage of a foldier is fouiiHl 
to be the cbeapeft, and moil: common, quality of 
human nature ; and fufficiait ikill to encounter 
an undifciplined foe,- might have been fpeedily 
taught by the care of tht furviving centurions* 
If the Barbarians were mounted on the hprfes^ 

9 and 
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^xxvi^' and equipped with the armour, of their vjanqpiifli^ 
ed enemies, the numerous ftuds ^of Cappadodii 
9Jkd Spain would have Applied new fquadxa)(u of 
cavalry; the thk^y-£bur arfenals of the empbe 
tirere plentifuHy ftored with magazines of offi^five 
and jdefeofiye arms^ and the wealth of Afia mighf 
fliU have yielded an a,mple fund for the expence!^ 
of the wan But the eStSts which were piraduiqe<^ 
by thcbattic of Hadt ianopie on the minds of the 
^rbatians, and .of the Romans, extended ^ 
^9i&ory of the former, and the defeat . of t^ let- 
ter, br beyond the Innits of a- fingle day. A 
"Gothic chief was heard to declare, vmh iinibJepc 
moderation, that, for .his own part, hfe was £^ 
tigued with Slaughter ; but that he wds afd^iiiiflied 
lioW' a 'people, who rfled before him like ,a Jock 
of fheep, . coutid 'ftill prefume to difpute the pd& 
leflion of their treafures and pmyinces*"'. The 
£Hne termors, which the name ,of the Huns ba# 
jfptesLd ^mong the .Gothic tribes, werevinfpitiedi, 
by the formidabre namd of the Goths, among ^the 
fubje^ and foldiers of the Roman en^ne'f. 
If 'TJieodofius, haftily coUe^ing his fcattered 
forces, had led them into the £dd to encounter 
a vi£loriou$ enemy, his army would have .been 
yanqui(hed by their own fears ; and his ta(lhn<& 
could not have been excufed by the chance of 

"5 Chry(bfton9| torn* i. p. 344. edit. Montfaucon. I haye Te- 
|-ijGed> and examined^ this pafTaget but I'fhould'nevery wtthoattbe 
;^fd of Tllletnont (HHl. ^deg Emp.' torn. v. p. i52«} bave det^SM 
^n hiftQiical anecdote, in a ilrange medley of moral and myfti^^ 
exhortations, addrciTedy by the preacher of Antioch, to a yovng 
widow. 

^^, Eunapiusi in Excerpt, l^egation* p. a|. 

fucceft^ 
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fftdcefi. Biit the ^r^/ Thcbdofius, aa cphhct ^xxvif* 
which he boaourably deferved on this momeot* 
00s. occafion, conducted him&lf as the firm, and 
faithful guardian of the republic. He fixed hi| 
head-quaxters at Theilalbnica, the capital of the 
.Mace^onito diocefe "^ y froin whence be could 
97atch the irregular motions of the Barbs^ans^ 
' and direft the operations of his lieutenants^ from 
the gates of Conftantinople to the fhores of the 
Hadriatic. The fortifications and garrifons of 
the cities were ftrengthened ; and the troops^ 
amohg whom a fenfe of order and difcipHne was 
fetived, were infeniibly emboldened by the con* 
fidence of thar own fafety*. From thefc fecure 
ilations, they were encouraged to make frequent 
fallies on the Barbarians, who infefled the adja# 
cebt country; and, as they were feldom allowed 
to 'engage, without fome decifive fuperiority, 
rither of ground or of numbers, their enterprifes 
were, for the mod part, fuccefsful ; and they 
were foon convinced, by their own experience, 
of the poffibility of vanquifliing their invincible 
enemies. .The detachments of thefe feparate 
^arrifcms were gradually united into fmall armies} 
the fame cautious meafures wer6 purfued, accprd- 
ing to an extenfive and well-concerted plan of 
operations ; the events of each day added ftrength 
and fpirit to the Roman arms; and the artful 
diligence of the emperor, who circulated the moft 
.fevourable reports of the. fuccefs of the war, 

««7 See OodefroyV Clir<»no1ogy of the Laws. Goilex Theodof, 
torn. i. Prolegomrn. p. xcix<— civ. 

- contri- 
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<^HAP. coiitributed to fiibdue the pride of the JBarbd^ 
v-i^-^'W rians, and to animate the hopes and courage of 
his fubjedls* If, inftead of this faint and . imper'> 
feft outline, we could sMCcurately reprefent the 
counfeU and aftibns of Theodofius, in fpnr fuc* 
ceflive campaigns, there is reafon to believe, that, 
bis confummate ikill would deferve the applaufe 
of every military reader*. The republic had for*' 
merly been faved by the delays of Fabius : and^ 
while the fplendid trophies of 3cipio, in the field 
of 21ama, attract the eyes of pofterity, the* camps 
and naarches of the di&ator among the hills of 
Campania, may claim a jufter proportion of the 
folid and independent fame, which the general 
is dot compelled to (hare, either with fortune or 
with his troops. Such waslikewife the merit of 
Theodofius ; and the infirmities of his body^ 
which mofl: unfeafonably languiihed under a loi^ 
and dangerous difeafe, could not dpprefs the 
vigour of his mind, or divert his attention from 
the public fervice **'. 
PiTifions, The deliverance and peace of the Roman pro- 
fJbmVf*"** vinces "• was the work of prudence, rather tfian 
iion»ofthe of valour : the prudence of Theodofius was fe- 

A. D, . . "' 

.- J_^j^ '*'* Moft writers in fi ft on the illnefsy and long rcpofe, ofTkeodo- 

iiusy at TheflTalonica : Zofimus, to diminifli his glory; Jornandes9 

. to favour the Goths j and the e,ccleria(licSil writers, to introduce 

l^is baptifm. 

"9 Compare Themiftius (Drat, xiv, p. i8i.) with Zofimus (L ir. 

p. 132. )i Jondandes (c; xxvii«'p^64.9.}, and the prolix Coinnaen- 

tary of M. de Buat (Hift. d<^s Peuples, &c. torn. vj. p, 4.77 — SS**}» 

The Clxi-onicles of Idatius and Marcellinus allude, in general temds, 

to magna certamina, wa^na multaqut praelia. * Tile two epithets are not 

cafily reconciled. . . * • . . 

conded 
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condea by fortune ; and the emperor never failed chap, 
to feizCj and to improve, every favourable cir- 
cumftance, , As long as the fuperior genius of 
Fritigern preferved the union, and direfted the 
motions of the Barbarians, their power was not 
inadequate to the conqueft of a great empire^ 
The death of that hero, the predeceflbr and 
mafter of the renowned Alaric, relieved an im- * 
patient multitude from the intolerable- yoke of 
difcipHne and difcretion. The Barbarians, who 
had been reftrained by his authority, abandoned 
themfelves to the diftates of their paflions ; and 
tkeir paflions were* feldom uniform or confident. 
Atr army of conquerors was broken into many 
difdrderly bands of favage robbers; and their 
blind and irregular fury was riot lefs pernicious 
lo themfelves, than to their enemies. Their 
mifchievous difpofition was (hewn in the deflruc- 
tion bf every objeft, which they wanted ftrength 
to remove, or tafte to enjoys and they often 
confumed, with improvident rage, the h'arvefts, 
or the granaries, which foon afterwards became 
neceflary for their own fubfiftence. A fpirit of 
difcord arofe among the independent tribes and 
nations, which had been united only by the bands 
of a loofe and voluntary alliance. The troops 
of' tlie Huns and the Alani would naturally up- 
braid the. flight of the Goths ; who were not dif- 
j)ofed tp ufc' with moderation the advantages of 
their fortune : the ancient jealoufy of the Oftro- 
goths and the Vifigoths could not long be fuf- 
pended } and the haughty chiefs flill renijexnbered 
'■'i • ' the 
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c Fi A P. the mfults and injuries, which they had reciprd^ 
K^>^,r^^ cally offered, or fuftained, while the nation was 
feated in the countries beyond the Danube, The 
progrcfa of domeftic ^ feftion abated the more 
diffuiive fentiment of national animofity; and 
the officers of Theodofius were inftrufted to pur- 
chafe with liberal gifts and proraifesr, the retreat, 
or fervice, of the difcontented party. The ac- 
quliition .of Modar, a prince of the royal blood 
of the Amali, gave a bold and faithful champioa 
to the caufe of Rome. The illuftrious deferter 
foon obtained the rank of mafter-general, with 
an important command ; furprifed an army of 
ins countrymen, who were immerfed in wine and 
fieep ; and after a cruel {laughter of the aftonUh- 
ed Goths, returned with an immenfe fpoil, and 
four thoufand waggons, to the Imperial camp "^. 
In the bands of a ikilfui politician, the mod 
different means may be fuccefsfully applied to 
the fame ends r and the peace of the empire^ 
which had been forwarded by the. divifions, was 
accdmpliihed by the re-union, of the Gothic 
Death and nation. Athanaric, who had been 4 patient 
A^h'^a^^ fpeftator of^ thefe extraordinai:y events, was ac 
itc» length driven, by the chance of arms, from the 

A.i>.s<>* jj^.]^ receffes of the woods of Caiicaland. He 

no longer h^fitated to- pafs the Danube; ax^d a 
very confiderabl^ part of the fubjefts of Fritigem, 
who already felt the inconveniencies of anarchy^ 
were eafily perfuaded to acknowledge for th&t 


^*^ Zofimus (1. W, p. 231.) ftyles btm a Scythran, n name 
fbt more recent Greek* ktm to ba?e appi»pri«te<il9 the Qetba^ 
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king, a Gothic Judge, i»hofe birth they re- chap. 
^>eded, and whofe abilities they had frequently 
experienced. But age had cbilied the daring fpirit. 
of Atbanaric ; and, inftead of leading his people 
to the field of battle and viSory, he wifely lift^ 
tned to the fair propofal of an honourable and 
advantagepus treaty. Theodofius, who was act 
quainted with the merit and power of his new 
i&lly, condefcended to meet him at the diftance 
of feveral miles from Conilantinople ; and enter* 
tained him in the Imperial city, with the coU'* 
fidence of a friend, and the magnificence of i 
monarch* ^^ The Barbarian prince obftSfrv^d, 
^^ with curious attention, the variety of objeft^ 
*^ which attracted his notice, and at lad brok^ 
** out into a fincere and paflionate exclamation of 
^^ wonder, t now behold (faid he) what I liever 
" could believe, the glories of. this ftupendou$ 
^^ capital! and as he call his e^es around, h^ 
*^ viewed, and he admired, the commanding fitu- 
*^ ation of the city, the ftrengtb afld beauty of 
^^ the v^alls and public edifices, the capacious 
** harbour, crowded with innumierible veffelsi 
^' the perpetual concourfe of diftant nations, and 
*' the arms tod difcipline of the troops. Indeedi 
*' (continued Athanaric,) the emperor of the Ro- 
** mans is a god upon earth ; and the prefump- 
*' tupVis man, who dare$ to lift his band agalnft 
«^ him^ is guilty of his pwn blood "'/* . The 

Gothic 

til The reader will not be difpleafed to fee the original words of 
)oi:nandei, or the author whom he tranfcHbed. Rrgiam urbem in« 
grtiTus eft, miranfque, £d, inqiiit, cerno qttod fspe increduliie 

V^L. IV. f f attdiebait)| 
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CHAP. Gothic king did not long enjoy ikis fplendid aiit 
honourable reception; and, as temperance was^ 
not the virtue of his nation, it may jvtftly be fuf< 
peded, that his mortal difeafe was contra^ed 
amidft the pleafures of the Imperial banquets. 
But the policy of Theodofius derived more fdid 
benefit from the death, than he could have ex« 
pe£ted from the moft faithful fervices, of hi& 
ally. The funeral of Athanaric was performed 
with folemn rites in the capital of the Eafl ; a 
flately monument was erected to his memory j 
and his whole army, won by the liberal courtefy, 
and decent grief, of Theodofius, enlifted undes 
the ftandard of the Roman empire ***. The fub- 
toiflion of fo great a body of the Vifigoths was 
produftive of the moft falutary confequences ; and 
the mixed influence of force, of reafon,.* and 
of corruption, became every day more powerful^ 
and more extenfive. Each independent chi^ain 
haftened to obtain a feparate treaty^ from the 
apprehenfion that an obftinate delay might expofe 
bim^ alone and unprotefted, to the revenge, or 
juftice, of the conqueror. The general, or rather 

audiebam> fainam videlicet tantae urbis. £t hue illnc ocvlos vo)« 
vens, nunc iit^HP urbis commeatumque navium^ nunc mcenia clara 
profpe^lans, miratur ; popu^ofque diverfarum gentium^ quad fonfe 
m unQ e diverfis partibus fcaturiente unda, lie quo^ue milkem ordi- 
ndturn afptciens. Deu8« inqnitj eft (ine dubio terrenus Inapentor^ 
et quifqiiis adverfus euoi nianunx movent, ipfe fui iknguinis reus 
exiftit. Jornandes (c. xxvtii, p. 650.) proceeds tO'ine|tttonfai% death 
and funeral. . 

. <>> Jornandes, c. xxviii. p. 650. Even Zofimus (I. iv. p. %^*y 
is compelled to ?.pprove the generofity of Theodofius, io bonoui^ii^ 
to bimfelf, and To beneEcial to the public. 

the 


^^ - 
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the finals capitulation of the Goths, may be dated chap. 
four years, one mo^nth, and twenty -five days, v.— -v-w 
after the defeat and death of the emperor Va- "^J^'^^** 
lens "*^ ' ■ ^' 

The provinces of the Danube had been already invafion 
rdicved. from the oppreflive weight of the Gru- ^^\^f^^^ 
thungi, or Oftrogoths, by the^ voluntary retreat Giuthun- 
of Alatheus and Saphrax ; whofe reftlefs fpirit uogmhs," 
had prompted them to feek new fcenes of rapine ^^: ^^^* 
and glory* Their deftruftive courfe was pointed 
towards the Weft ; but we muft be fatisfied with 
a very obfcure and imperfeft knowledge of their 
various adventures* The Oftrogoths impelled 
feveral of the German tribes on the provinces of 
Gaul ; concluded, and fdon violated, a -treaty 
with the emperor Gratian ; advanced into the 
unknown countries of the North \ and, after an 
interval of more than four years, returned, with 
accumulated force, to the banks of the Lower 
Danube. Their troops were recruited with the 
fierceft warrbrs of Germany and Scythia ; and 
the foldiers, or at leaft ihe hiftorians, of the em- 
pire, no longer recognifed the name and coun- 
tenances of their former enemies *'*. The ggpe- 
ral, \;^ho commanded the military and naval 
powers of the Thracian frontier, foon perceived 
that his fuperiority would be difadvantageous to 
the public fervice ; and that the Barbarians, awed 

'*? The fliort, but authentic, hints in the fafli of Idatius (Chron. 
Scaliger, p. 52,) are ftained with contemporary pjflTion. The four- 
teenth oration pf Themiftius is a coniplinoent to Peace, and the conful 
Saturninus (A.D. 383.). 

J*4 E^oj <r« 2xv0*?coy •wao-iv ot/yvoirov* Zofimus, 1. iv, p, %$t, 

Ffa by 


4^6 THE DECLINE AND FALL . 

CHAP, by the prefence of his fiept and tegionSj^ would 

probably defer the paffage of the river till the 

approaching winter. The dexterity of the fpies, 

whom he fent into the Gothic camp, allured, the 

Barbarians into a fatal fnare. They were per* 

fuaded, that, by a bofd attempt, they mig|it 

furprife, in the filqice and darknefs of the night, 

the ileeping army of the Romans j and the whole 

• multitude was haftily embarked in a fleet bf three 

thoufand canoes '*'• The braveft of the Oftro- 

goths led the van ; the main body confided of 

the remainder of their fubjedts and foldiers ; and 

the women and children fecurely followed in the 

rear* One of the nights without a mooti had 

been feleded for the execution of their de(ign ; 

•and they had almoft reached the fouthern bank of 

the Danube, in the firm confidence that they 

ihould find an eafy landing, and* an unguarded 

camp* But the progrefs of the Barbarians was 

fuddenly (lopped by an unexpected obftacle ; a 

triple line of veflels, ftrongly connected with each 

other, and which formed an impenetrable chain 

of two miles and a half along the river. White 

thejf ftruggled to force their way in the unequal 

. qonflift, their right flank was overwhelmed by 

the irrefiftible attack of a fleet of gallies, whicb 

» 

12 f I am judlfiec], by reafon and ex:imple» in applying this Indian 
name to the fxovo^vXx of the Barbarians, tlie fingle trees hollowed 
into the fhape of a boat, 7rXr,9Ei-/Aoyo^uXA;v Bfjtfi'ipao'xvrii. Zofimu^r 
I. iv, p. zs3'« 

— — * 

Au(i Danubium quondam thanare Qruthungi 

In lintres fregere nemus : ter ini|le rutbant ,w * 

Per fiuvium pleaa; cuuds immanibus ainit 

Clattd}an> in ir* €<mf« Hon* ^sl» 

were 
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were urged down the ftream by the united im- ^ " a p. 
pulfe of oars and of the tide* The weight and 
velocity of thofe (hips of war broke, and funk, 
and difperfed, the rude and feeble canoes of the 
Barbarians; their valour ♦was inefFeftual; and 
Alatheus, the king, or general, of the Oftro- 
goths, periihed, with his braveft troops, either 
by the fword of the Romans, or in the waves of 
the Danube. The laft divifion oF this unfortunate 
fleet might regain the oppofite ihore; but the 
diftrefs and diforder of the multitude rendered 
them alike incapable, either of aftion or counfel j 
and they fpon implored the clemency of the vic- 
torious enemy. On this occafion, as well as on 
many others, it is a difficult taik to reconcile the 
paffions and prejudices of the writers o£ the age 
of Theodofius. The partial and malignant hif- 
torian, who mifreprefents c?very aftion of his 
reign, affirms that the emperor ^d- not appear 
in the field of battle till the Barbarians had ^een 
vanquifbed by the ^our and conduA . of his 
lieutenant Promotu« '**. The flattering poet, 
who celebrated, in the court of Honorius, . the 
glory of the father and of the fon, afcribes the 
viftory to the perfonal prowefs of Thcodoijus; 
and almofl infinuates, that the king of the Oftro- 
goths w^s flain by the hand, of the emperor "^ 

«** ZofirauS) 1. iv. p. 251—455. He too frequently betrays his 
poverty o£ judgment, by difgracing the rooft ferious narratives with 
Rifling anil incredible circumftances. 

1*7 M .. Odotbaei Rtgis c^ima 

Retu 11 1 . . ■ Vcr. 63s. 

The fifimq virere the fpoils which 4 Koman general could only win 
from the king, or general, of the enemy, whom he had (lain with 
his own hands: and no more than three fuch examples sue celebrated 
in the victorious ages of Korne* 

F f 3 ■ The 


^ 
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CHAP. The truth of hiftory might perhaps be found in a 
'_^^-^- juft medium between thefe extreme and contra- 
dictory affertions. 
Settlement The original treaty, which fixed the fettlement 
Goth^s in ^^ ^^^ Qoths, afcertained their privileges, and 
Thraceand ftipulated their obligations,, would illuftrate the 
A. D. hiftory of Theodofius and his fucceffors* The 
3?3— 395' feries of their hiftory hste imperfectly preferved 
the fpirit and tubftance of this Angular agree- 
ment *'*• The ravages qf war and tyranny had 
• " provided many large tracts of fertile but uncul- 
tivated land, for the ufe of thofe. Barbarians, who 
might not difdain the pradice of agriculture. ^ 
numerous colony of the Vifigoths was feated in 
Thrace : the remains of the Oftrogoths were 
planted .in Phrygia and Lydia ; their immediate 
want« were fiipplied by^ja diftribution of corn and 
cattle; and their liiture induftry was encouraged 
* by an exeoiption from tribute, during a certain 
term of years. The Barbarians would have d^ 
ferved to feel the cruel and perfidious policy of 
the Imperial court, if they had fuffered them- 
felves to be ^i^erfed through the provinces. 
They required, and they obtained, the fok pof- 
feffioii of the .villages- and diftrifts aflign^ for 
their refidence ; they ftill cheriflied , and propa- 
gated their native ^manners and languige.; afTeri:- 
ed, in the bofom pf de^otifm^ the freedon^ of 

^^^ Sec Themiftius, Orat. xyi. p. 211. Claudiau (In Eiitrop. 
,1. ii. 152.) meiitiqns the Phrygian colony: 

— -r — Ollrogcthis cqlitur mUUfqueGruthungis 
^. Phryx ager — fc— 
and then proceeds to fiam^ the rivers of Lydia^ tlie Paflolusj and 

* 

their 
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their domeftic government ; and acknowledged 
the fovereignry of the emperor, without fubmit- 
ting to the inferior jurifdi6lion of the laws and 
magiftrates of Rome. The iiereditary chiefs of 
the tribes and families were ftill permitted to 
command their followers in peace and war ; but 
the royal dignity was aboliftied; and the generals 
of the Goths were appointed and removed at the 
pleafure of the emperor. An army of forty thou* 
fand Goths was maintained for the perpetual fer« 
vice of the empire of the Eaft ; and thofe haughty 
troops, who affumed the title of Fosderafi, or al* 
lies, were diftinguifhed by their gold collars, li- 
beral pay, and licentious privileges. Their native 
courage was improved by the ufe of arms, and 
the knowledge of difcipline ; and, while the re- 
public was guarded, or threatened, by the doubt- 
ful fword of the Barbarians, the laft fparks of 
the military 8ame were finally extinguifhed in the 
minds of the Romans "^ Theodqfius had the ad- 
drefs to perfuade his allies, that the conditions of 
peace which had been extorted from him by pru- 
dence and neceffity, were the voluntary expref- 
fions of his fincere friendfliip for the Gothic na- 
tion "^ A different mode of vindication or apo- 

«»9 Compare Jornandes (c. xx. 17 ) wbo marks the condition and 

•umber of the Gothic Feederati^ with Zofiinus (1. iv. p. 258.), who 

• mentions their golden- collars ; and Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xu« 

37.), wbe applauds, witli falfe or fooiifh joy, their. bravery and d\U 

cipltne. 

'}<> Amator pacis generifque Gotliorum, is the praife bedowed 

by the Gothic hiftoiian (c. xxix.), who reprefents his nation as 

innacenty peaceable men, flow to anger, and patient of injuries. 

i According to Livy, the Romans conquered the world in their own 

< defence. 

iogy 
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CHAP. 
XXVI. 


logy was oppofcd to the complaints of the people ; 

who loudly cenfured thefe fhameful and dangerous 

conceffions *'*. . The calamities of the war were 

painted in the moft lively colours ; and the firft 

'fymptoms of the return of order, of plenty, and fe- 

curity, were diligently exaggerated. The advocates 

of Theodofius could affirm, with fome appearance 

of truth and reafon, that it was impoffible to extir-. 

ipate fo many warlike tribes, who were rendered 

dcfperate by the lofs of their native country ; and 

that the exhaufted provinces would be revived by a 

frefh fupply of foldiers and hufbandmen. The 

Barbarians ftiU wore an angry and hoftile afpeft j 

but the experience of pad times might encourage 

the hope, that they would acquire the habits of in- 

duftry and obedience; that their manners would be 

polifhed by time, education, and the influence of 

Chriftianity; and that their pofterity would Jnfen- 

libly blend with the great body of the Romai) 

people"*. 

J^*>ejrhof. Nofwithftaading thefe fpecious arguments, and 

thefe fanguine expectations, it was 'apparent \q 

every difcerning eye, that the Goths would long 

>3i Bcfides t!ie partkl inve£livcsi of Zofiinus (always difcontenteti 
with the Chriftian reigns)» fee the grave repi^efentations wfhich Sy« 
nefms addr^lTes to the emperor Arcadius (de Regno, p. 25, 26. 
edit. Petav.). The philofophic biHiop of Cyrcne was near cnmigh toi 
firdge; and he was fufficiently removed froan the temptation of f^^r 
«r flattery, 

i|* ThemUlius (Orat. xvi. p. lit, an.) composes a|k» elaborate 
and rational apology, which is not, however, exempt from the pue- 
rilities of Greek, rhetoric. Orpheus could .cnly charm the wild 
beads of Thrace ; but Ttieodofius enchanted the men and women, 
-whofe predeceflurs m the. fame country: had tern Qrpheus in pieces, 

remaiQ 


iile fehti- 
nents* 
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remain the enemies, and might foon become the 
conquerors, of the Roman empire. Their rude 
and infolent behaviour exprefled their contempt of 
the citizens and provincials, whom they infulted 
with impunity '". To the zeal- and valour of the 
Barbarians, Theodofius was indebted for the fuc- 
cefs of his arms : but their affiftance was precarious ; 
and they were fometimes feduced by a treacherous 
and inconftanr difpofition, to abandon his ftandard; 
at the moment when their fervice was the mod 
eSential. During the civil war againft Maximus^ 
a great pnmber of Gothic dcfeirters retired into the 
morafles of Macedonia^ wafted the adjacent pro* 
▼inces, and obliged the intrepid monarch to expofe 
his perfon, and exert his power, to fupprefs the 
riling flame of rebellion "*. The public appre- 
henfioM were fortified by the ftrong fufpicion, that 
thefe tumults were not the eSe£t of accidental paf« 
fion, but the refuh of deep and premeditated de-- 
fign. It was generally believed, that the Goths 
had figned the ireaty of peace with an hoftile and 
infidious fpirit ; and that their chiefs had previoufly 
boimd themfelves, by 2 folemn and fecret oathy 
never to keep faith with the Romans ; to maintain 
Ihe faireft ihew of loyalty and £riend(hip, and to 
%atch the favpurable moment* of rapine^ of con* 

m Conftantinople v^as deprived, half ,t day, of the public allow. 
ance of bread, to expiate the murder 6f a Gothic foldier : Kkvurm to 
SxdGiKor was tJbe guilt of the people. Ltbanius, Orat. xii. p. 394. 
edit. Morel. . 

IJ4- Zufimus, 1. iv. p. ft6^— >27i. He telh a long and ridiculous 
ftory of the adventurous prince, who roved the country with only 
five horfemen, of a fpy whom ihey detected, whipped, and killed in an 
•Id v^man*$ cottage, &c, 

14 queft. 
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^xxvi ^^ W^^5 ^^^ of revenge* But, as the minds of the 
Barbarians were not infenfible to the power of 
gratitude, feveral of the Gothic leaders fincerely 
devoted tbemfclves to the fervice of the empire, 
or, at leafl:, of the emperor: the whole nation- 
was infenfibly divided into- two oppofite fa£lioQS,. 
and much fophiftry was employed in converfati<m. 
and difpute, to compare the obligations of their 
firft, and fecond, engagements. The Goths^ who 
conddered themfelves as the friends of peace, of. 
juftice, and of Rome, were directed by the au- 
thority of Fravitta,* a valiant and honourable 
youth, difl:ingui{he4 above the reft of his coun- 
trymen, by the politenefs of his manners, the lir 
berality of his fentiments, and the mild virtues 
of focial life. But the more numerous fadlion 
adhered to the fierce and faithiefs Priulf, who in* 
flamed the paiQons, and afierted the independ- 
ence of his warlike followers. On one of the 
folemn feftivals, when the chiefs oi bQth: parties 
were invited to the Imperial table, they were in- 
fenfibly heatf d by wine, till they forgot the ufual 
reftraints of difcretion and refpeft j and betrayed, 
in the prefence of Theodofius, the fatal fecr^t of 
their domeftic difputes. The emperor, who had 
been the reluftanf witnefs of this extraordinary 
controverfy, diflembled his fears and' refentment, 
and foon difmiffed the tumultuous affembly. Fra- 
vltta, alarmed and exafperated by the ii^olence of 
his rival, whofe departure from, the palace might 
have been the fignal of a civil war, boldly fol- 
lowed him i and, drawing his fword, laid Priulf 

dead 
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dead at his feet. Their companions flew to arms ; c h'a p. 
and the faithful champion of Rome would have 
been opprefled by fuperior numbers, if he bad not 
been proteded by the feafenable interpQiition of 
the Imperial guards '*'. Such were the fcenes of. 
Barbaric rage^ which difgraced the palace and"" 
table ef the Roman emperor; and, as the impa- 
tient Goths could only be reftrained by the firm 
and temperate chara£ter of Theodofius, the public 
fafety feemed to depend on the life and abilities of 
a fingle man '*•. 

115 Comf^are Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legat. p. sr, 22.) with ZoCu 
mus (1. iv. p. fl79.}« The difference of circumftances and names 
mud undoubtedly be applied to the (atmt ftory. Fravltta^ or Tra- 
vittfiy was afterwards conful (A.D. 401.}, and Aill continued his 
faithful fervices to the eldeft fon of Theodofius (Tillemoot, Hift. 
des Eni^ereurSy torn. v. p. 467.)' 

>36 Les Goths ravagerent tout depuis ]e Danube jufqu'^au Bof. 
pbore; extern^inerent Valcns et fon armee; et ne repaflerent le 
Danu}>e, que pour abandonner rafFrcufe folitude qu*ils avoient 
faite (Oeuvres de Montefquieuy torn* iii. p. 479 j Coniiderations fur 
les Caujes de la Grandetfl: et de la Decadence des RomainS} c. xvii«)» 
The prefident Montefquteu feems ignorant, that the Goths, after 
the defeat of Valens, never abandoned the Ronaan territory. It is 
now thirty years, fays Chiudian (de Bello Getico, 166, &c« A. D. 

494-0* 

Ex quo jam patrios gens haec oblita Triones^ 

Atque Iftrum tranfve^a femel, yeftigia Hxit 

Threicio funefta folo « 
The error is inexcufable ; fince it difguifes the principal and inttiMb 
diate caufe of the fall of ^e Weftern Empire of Rome. 
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